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PREFACE 

To  the  SECOND  VOLUME. 

'HEN  the  firfl:  volume  was  print- 
ed, 'I  had  not  feen  the  '  Political 
c  Annals'  of  the  American  Colonies,  pub- 
limed  in  1780,  by  George  Chalmers,  Efq. 
This  gentleman,  being  in  England,  was 
favored  with  fome  advantages,  of  which 
I  was  deftitute ;  having  accefs  to  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  from  the  firfl:  eilablifhment 
of  that  Board.  He  feems  to  poflefs  the 
diligence  and  patience  which  are  necefTa- 
ry  in  a  hiftorian  ;  but  either  through  in- 
advertence or  want  of  candor,  has  made 
fome  mifreprefentations  refpefcling  New- 
Hampfhire,  on  which  I  (hall  take  the  lib- 
erty to  remark. 

In  page  491,  fpeaking  of  the  firfl:  Coun- 
cil, of  which  Prefident  Cutts  was  at  the 
head,  he  fays,  <  they  refufed  to  take  the 
'  accuftomed  oaths,  as  the  Englifh  law 
c  required,  becaufe  liberty  of  confcience 
'  was  allowed  them.'  In  the  firfl:  volume 
of  my  hiflory,  page  176, 1  have  faid, '  they 
A  2  '  publifhed 
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c  published  the  commiflion  and  took  the 

*  oaths  j'  for  which  I  cited  the  Council 
records ;  and  on  recurring  to  them,  I  find 
the  following  entry,  in  the  hand  writing 
of  Elias  Stilernan,  Secretary. 

'January  21,  1679 — 80. 
£  His  Majeity's  CommhTioners,  nomy-. 
c  nated  in  faid   commiflion,  tooke  their 
4  refpeclive  oathes,  as  menconed  in  faid 

*  commiffion/ 

That  the  oaths  were  really  taken,  is  a 
facl  beyond  all  difpute ;  but  if  there  is 
any  ground  for  what  Mr.  Chalmers  is 
pleafed  to  call  a  refufal,  it  mufr.  have  been 
refpecling  the  form  of  fwearing  j  which 
was  ufually  done  here  by  lifting  the  hand, 
and  not  by  laying  it  on  the  bible,  as  was 
the  form  in  England.  Was  it  a  forced 
conftruction  of  the  claufe  refpecling  lib- 
erty of  confidence,  to  fuppofe,  that  this 
indulgence  was  granted  to  them  ?  What 
other  ufe  could  they  have  made  of  this 
liberty,  than  to  act  according  to  the  dk> 
tates  of  their  confeiences  ?  Is  it  then  con- 
fident with  candor,  to  publifh  an  after- 
tion,  fo  worded  as  to  admit  the  idea,  that 
thefe  gentlemen  rcfufed  to  obey  an  eflen- 

tial 
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tial  part  of  the  duty  prefcribed  by  the 
com  million,  which  they  undertook  to  ex- 
ecute ?  Or  is  it  confident  with  the  charac- 
ter which  he  gives  of  the  Preficlent,CuTT5, 
p.  492,  that '  he  was  allowed  to  have  been 
4  an  honed  man  and  a  loyal  fubjecl  ?'  The 
commifiion  required  them  to  take  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  and  an  oath 
of  office,  which  lad  is  recited  in  the  coni- 
miflion  ;  but  not  a  word  is  faid  of  the 
mode  and  form,  in  which  the  oaths  fhould 
be  taken  5  neither  was  it  faid  that  they  fhould 
be  taken  £  as  the  Englifh  law  required/ 
They  were  therefore  left  at  their  liberty,  to 
take  them  in  any  form  which  was  agreeable 
to  their  conkience,  or  their  former  uiage. 
In  the  fame  page  (491)   he  fays  j  'An. 

*  AfTembly  was  foon  called,  which,  by 
?  means  of  the  ufaal  intrigues,  was  com- 

*  pofed  of  perfons,  extremely  favorable  to 
'  the  projects  of  thofe  who  now  engrailed 
f  power.'  And  in  a  note  (page  507)  c  the 
'  Council  tranfmitted  to  the  towns,  a  lift 
'  of  thofe  who  fhould  be  allowed  to  vote.' 

With  what  propriety  can  it  be  faid  that 

thefe  gentlemen   engrojfed  power,   when 

they  were  commiffioned  by  the  King  j 

A  3  and 
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and  it  is  acknowledged,  that  not  only  their 
appointment,  but  their  entering  on  office, 
was  contrary  to  their  inclinations  ? 

That  the  perfons  chofen  into  the  Af- 
fembly  fhould  be  f  favorable'  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  Council,  or  of  c  the  wife 
men  of  Bofton,'  was  not  the  refult  of  any 
intrigues ;  but  becaufe  the  majority  of  the 
people  were  of  the  lame  mind.  As  to 
fending   *  a  lift  of  thofe  who  fhould  be 

*  allowed  to  vote  ;'  the  true  ftate  of  the 
matter  was  this.  The  commiflion  provid- 
ed for  the  calling  of  an  AiTembly,  within 
three  months  after  the  Council  fhould  be 
fworn,  by  fummons  under  leal,  c  ufing 
1  and  obferving  therein  fuch  rules   and 

*  methods,  as  to  the  perfons  who  are  to 

*  choofe  the  deputies,  and  the  time  and 
'  place  of  meeting,  as  they  (the  Council) 
1  ihall  judge  molt  convenient/  The  mode 
which  they  judged  moft  convenient  was, 
to  order  the  felecl  men  of  the  four  towns, 
to  take  a  lift  of  the  names  and  eftates  of 
their  refpective  inhabitants,  according  to 
their  ufual  manner  of  making  taxes,  and 
fend  it  to  the  Council.  The  Council 
then  ifTued  an  order,  appointing  the  per- 
fons 
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Jons  therein  named,  to  meet  in  their  refpec- 
tive  towns,  and  ele61  by  a  major  vote,  three 
perfons  from  each,  to  reprefent  them  in 
a  general  AfTembly,  on  the  1 6th  of  March ; 
and  in  the  order,  there  is  this  provifo, 
'  Provided  that  wee  do  not  intend  that 
c  what  is  now  done  be  prefidential  for 
J  the  future,  and  that  it  mail  extend  noe 
6  farther,  than  to  the  calling  this  mil 
c  anembly/ 

Now  as  the  rules  and  methods  of  call- 
ing an  affembly,  and  the  perfons  who  were 
to  choofe  deputies,  were  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  "Council^  what  more  proper 
method  could  they  have  taken,  than  to 
call  for  a  lift  of  the  inhabitants  and  their 
eftates,  and  by  that  means  to  determine, 
who  were  qualified  in  point  of  property 
and  habitancy  to  be  eleclors  ?  And  as  the 
numbers  were  few,  and  the  perfons  well 
known,  was  it  not  as  proper  to  name 
them  at  once,  in  the  writs,  as  to  eftabiifh 
qualifications,  and  appoint  other  perfons 
to  judge  of  thofe  qualifications ;  efpecially 
when  there  was  no  law  in  force  by  which 
they  could  be  judged  ?  It  is  obfervable  that 
each  voter  was  ordered  to  take  the  oath  of  al- 
A  4  legiance. 
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legiance  if  he  had  not  taken  it  before  5  and 
in  the  lift  of  names  in  the  book,  a  mark  i$ 
fet  againft  feveral  perfons,  who  did  not  take 
the  oath  $  and  another  againft  thofe  who 
did  not  appear  at  the  election.  Has  this 
the  appearance  of  intrigue  ? 

In  page  492,  he  fays,  c  they  were  ex- 
f  tremely  flow  in  conforming  to  prefent 
€  requisitions,  and  pafTed  no  laws  during 
e  the  firft  feflion/    Having  again  confult- 
ed  the  records,  I  find  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Council  this  entry,  c  At  a  general  AfFem- 
«  bly  held  in  Portfmouth,  the   16th  of 
e  March,  1679 — -80.  Prefent,  &c.  Sundry 
£  laws  and  ordinances  made  at  this  fejfion 
'  are  in  another  booke,  for  that  purpofe/ 
In  that  other  book,  a  body  of  laws 
is  recorded,   in    the    fame    hand  writ- 
ing,   viz.    of   Stileman     the    Secretary, 
which  bears  the  following  title  y  '  The 
c  general  laws  and  liberties  of  the  Province 

*  of  New-Hampfhire,  made  by  the  gene-. 
f  ral  Aflembly  in  Portfmouth,  the  1 6th 

*  day  of  March,  1679 — 80,  and  approved 
\  by  the  Prefident  and  Council." 

|t  appears  from  the  books,  that  this 

Aflembly 


PREFACE.        fa 

Affembly  held  four  feffions  within  the 
year,  viz.  on  the  16th  of  March,  the  7th 
of  June,  the  1 2th  of  October,  and  the  7th 
x)£  December.  As  there  is  not  a  particular 
date  to  each  law,  but  the  whole  code  bears 
the  date  of  the  nril  iefiion  in  March ;  it 
may  fairly  be  inferred,  that  the  bufinefs 
was  begun  in  the  firft  feffion,  and  conti- 
nued through  the  other  three  3  and  when 
completed,  was  immediately  fent  to  Eng- 
land j  for  Mr.  Chalmers  himfelf  tells  us, 
that  '  the  laws  which  they  transmitted,  in 
c  conformity  to  their  Conftitution,  had 
c  not  the  good  fortune  to  pleafe,  and  were 
'  difapproned  of,  by  the  Lords  of  the 
*  Committee  of  Plantations,  in  Dec.  1681/ 

From  this  Statement  it  may  be  conclud- 
ed, that  they  were  not  flower  in  *  efTaying 
e  their  legiflative  talents/  than  the  necef- 
fity  of  proceeding  with  due  deliberation  re- 
quired 5  and  that  there  was  no  jure  caufe  for 
the  reproach  which  he  has  caft  upon  them. 

In  page  494,  he  gives  this  account  of 
the  character  of  the  people  of  New- 
Hampfhire.  £  WhenCRANFiELD  arrived, 
1  he  found  the  Province  containing  four 
;  thoufand  inhabitants,   extremely  poor 

'  from 
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'  from  the  devaluation  of  the  Indian  war, 
1  But  when  he  fpoke  contemptuoufly  of 
c  the  country  which  he  had  been  fent  to 
4  rule,  he  feems  not  to  have  reflected,  that 
c  all  Colonies  had  once  known  the  like 

*  paucity  of  numbers,  the  fame  weaknefs, 

*  and  the  fame  poverty  ;  animated  only 
4  by  a  diffimilar  fpirit  from  that  of  New- 

*  Hampfhire,  which  now  difdained  that 

*  independence  on  her  neighbours,  that  other 
£  Provinces  had  contended  for,  with  en- 
c  thufiafm.  And  other  plantations,  a6lu- 
'  ated  by  very  different  maxims,  had  not 
c  complained,  even  in  their  weaker!  days, 

*  of  their  inability  to  defend  their  fron- 

*  tier?,  againfl  the  attacks  of  a  foe,  that 

*  has  never  proved  dangerous,  except  to 
'  the  effeminate,  the  fa6tious,  or  the  cow- 
(  ardly.  When  New  Pli mouth  confifted 
■  only  of  two  hundred  perfons,  of  all  ages 
6  and  fexes,  it  repulfed  its  enemies  and  fe- 
c  cured  its  borders,  with  a  gallantry  wor- 
c  thy  of  its  parent  country  j  becaufe  it 

*  flood  alone,  in  the  defert,  without  hope 

«  of  aid.' 
That  the  people  of  New- Hampfhire 

ever  deferved  the  character  of  effeminate  or 

cowardly, 
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cowardly*,  can  by  no  means  be  admitted. 
Innumerable  facts  evince  the  contrary 
beyond  a  doubt.  Had  this  author  ever 
refided  among  them,  efpecially  in  time  of 
war,  he  would  have  thought  quite  other- 
wife  of  them.  That  the  native  favages 
have  '  never  proved  a  dangerous  foe,  to 

*  any  but  the  effeminate,  the  factious  and 
c  the  cowardly,'  is  an  affertion  totally  un- 
founded. Their  manner  of  attacking  was 
always  by  furprife,  and  the  braveft  and 
beft  men  may  fometimes  be  deficient  in 
vigilance,  where  no  fufpicion  of  danger 
exifts. 

If  the  people  of  New-Hampfhire  '  dif- 

*  dained  independence/  let  itbeconfidered, 
that  they  had  been,f  or  about  40  years,  con- 
nected with  Maflachufetts,  to  their  mutual 
fatisfaction  ;  and  the  propofed  c  indepen- 
'  dence'  which  he  means  was  but  another 
name  for  fubjection  to  a  landlord.  When 
independence,  in  its  genuine  meaning, 
became  neceffary,  in  1776,  they  freely 
joined  with  their  brethren  in  afferting  it, 
and  in  bravely  defending  it. 

Without  any  difparagement  to  the  firft 
fettlers  of  Plymouth,  who,  from  the  year 

1643, 
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1643,  were  protected  by  a  confederacy  of 
the  four  New-England  Colonies,  it  may 
with  truth  be  faid,  that  the  people  of 
New  .Harnpfhire  were  never  behind  them, 
in  vigorous  exertions  for  their  own  de- 
fence, when  they  were  conducted  by  offi- 
cers in  whom  they  could  place  confidence ; 
but  in  Cranfield's  time,  there  was  no  war 
with  the  Indians  ;  though  he  attempted  to 
frighten  them  into  an  apprehenfion  of 
danger,  from  the  Indians,  to  lerve  his  own 
purpofes, 

The  account  which  Mr.  Chalmers  gives 
of  Cranfield's  adminiftration  differs  not 
very  materially  from  mine,  except  in  one 
Inflance.  He  reprefents  ■  the  minifters  as 
c  very  attentive  to  him,  becaufe  they 
c  deemed  him  gained  over  to  the  Independ- 
4  cms/  I  have  met  with  no  evidence  of 
this ;  the  deception,  if  any,  muft  have  been 
very  fliort  lived. 

Mr,  Chalmers  fays  nothing  of  the  profe- 
cution  of  Moody,  and  of  Cranfield's  en- 
deavours to  ruin  him,  for  his  non-con- 
formity to  the  Church  of  England ;  but 
tells  us  that  he  'deemed  it  unfafe,  to  re- 
'  main  any  longer  among  the  minifters, 

c  who 
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c  who  ruled  an  enthufiaftic  people,  with 
c  the  fame  fvvay  as  did  the  popifh  clergy 

*  during  the  darkeft  ages  •/  and  that  in  his 
letters  to  Eneland,  he  c  save  warning:, 
c  that  while  the  clergy  were  allowed  t© 
4  preach,  no  true  allegiance  would  be 
'  found  in  thofe  parts/  This  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  corroborating  evidence. of  his 
bigotry  and  intolerance.  Truth  obliges  me 
to  add,  that  his  opponents  were  not  defici- 
ent in  thofe  unhappy  qualities,  which  were 
too  much  in  fafhion  among  all  parties  in 
that  age. 

Mr.  Chalmers  concludes  his  account  of 
New-Hampfhire  in  thefe  words.    f  Being 

*  excluded  from  the  charter  granted  to 
e  MafTachufetts,  it  has  continued  to  the 
4  prefent  time,  a  different,  though  inconfid- 
1  erable  fettlement ;  irregular  and  factious 
c  in  its  economy,  affording  no  precedents 

*  that  may  be  of  exemplary  ufe  to  other 
c  Colonies.'  What  juflice  there  is  in  this 
remark,  the  reader  will  be  able  to  deter- 
mine, from  the  following  portion  of  its 
hiflory,  which,  after  much  unavoidable 
delay,  is  now  fubmitted  to  his  perufal. 
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The '  adniiniftration  of  Governor  ShuTE,  and 
his  Lieutenants^  Vaughan  and  Went- 
worth. 

S~^\  EORGE  VAUGHAN,  Efq.  was  the  iyi, 
\J  fon  of  Major  William  Vaughan, 
who  had  been  fo  ill  ufed  by  former  Gov- 
ernors, and  had  fuflered  fo  much  in  the 
caufe  of  his  country  ,  that  the  advancement 
of  his  fon,  to  the  office  of  Lieutenant 
Governor,  was  efteemed  a  mark  of  particu- 
lar favor,  from  the  Crown  to  the  Prov- 
ince, and  a  fingular  gratification  to  the 
parent,  then  in  the  decline  of  life.  The 
Lieutenant  Governor  had  been  employed 
by  the  Province,  as  their  agent  in  England  s 
to  manage  their  defence  againft  Allen. 
There -he  was  taken  notice  of,  by  fome 
perfons  of  quality  and  influence,  with 
whom  his  father  had  been  connected; 
and  by  them  he  was  recommended  as  a 
candidate  for  the  honor  to  which  he  was 
now  advanced. 

After  he  had  arrived,  and  opened  his 
commiffion ;  Dudley,  though  not  actually 

fuperfeded, 
B 
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171 5.   fuperfeded,  yet  daily  expecting  Burges  to' 
i^v^J    fucceed  him,  did  not  think  it  proper  to- 
come  into  the  Province,  or  perform  any 
acts  of  government;   fo  that,  during  a 
Nov.  s,     year,  Vaughan  had  the  fole  command.    In 
this  time  he  called  an  AfTembly,  who  grant- 
ed him  the  product  of  the  impoft  and  ex- 
cife,  for  one  year,  but  refufed  to  eftablifh 
17 16'.  thefe  duties  for  any  longer  time  ;  upon 
*^r**    which  he  diffolved  them,  and  called  anoth- 
er ;  to  whom  he  recommended,  in  a  ftyle 
Affembiy    too  peremptory,  the  eftablifhment  of  a 

Records.  r  r         J  '  ■  '  '_ 

perpetual  revenue  to  the  Crown ;  a  matter 
in  which  he  had  been  fo  much  engaged, 
ms  letter  that  while  in  England,  c  he  prefented  a 
memorial  to  the  King  and  Miniftry,  to 
bring  New-England  into  the  land  tax  of 
f  Great  Britain  ;.  and  propofed  that  a  Re- 
c  ceiver  mould  be  appointed  by  the  Crown/ 
The  Affembiy  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
public  charges  might  be  defrayed  in  the 
ufual  manner,  by  an  equal  tax  on  polls 
and  eftates ;  and  declined  laying  an  im- 
poft, or  entering  on  any,  but  the  common 
bufmefs  of  the  year,  till  the  arrival  of  a 
Governor. 
©a.  17.  When  Governor  Shute  came  to  the 
chair,  feveral  of  the  old  Cbunfellors  were 
laid  afide,  and  fix  new  ones  appointed,  all 

of 
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of  whom  were  inhabitants  of  Portfmouth .    i  7 1 6 . 
That  town,  at  the  fame  time,  was  unhap-    ^^ 
pily  agitated  by  a  controverfy,  which  had 
for  fome  years  fubfifted  between  the  two 
parifhes.     This  had  not  only  imbittered 
the  minds  of  the  people,  but  had  preju- 
diced fome  of  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  AfTembly ;  fo  as  to  affect:  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Legiflature,  and  break  the 
harmony^  which  had  been  preferved  in  that 
body,  during  the   preceding  adminiflra- 
tion.     The  Governor,  in  his  firft  fpeech    '**+* 
to  the  AfTembly,  took  notice  of  their  divi-    J^ " 
lion,  and  advifed  them  to    unanimity.  Jan>  IC* 
They  thanked  him  for  his  advice,  but  re- 
mohftrated  againir.  the  removal  of  the  old  Ja!U  2** 
CoUnfellors,  and  the  confining  of  the  new 
appointments,  both  in  the  Council  and  the 
Judicial  Courts,  to  refidents  in  one  town^ 
as  being  contrary  to  former  ufage,  and  giv- 
ing an  advantage,  to  the  trading,  above  the 
landed  intereft.     This,  they  faid,  was  the 
reafon  that  an  impoft  could  not  now  be 
obtained,  and  that  the  whole  burden  of 
taxes  was  laid  on  the  hufbandman,  and  the 
laborer,  who  had  been  greatly  impover- 
ished by  the  late  war.     The  Governor 
wifely  avoided  an  anfwer  to  this  rtmon- 
ftrance,  by  putting  it  on  the  Council,  who 

were 
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1 717.  were  a  party  in  the  controversy.  The 
i^Trt  Council*  in  their  anfwer,  acknowledged 
that  the  Province  had  been  much  diftreff- 
ed  by  the  war ;  but  had  in  a  great  meafure 
recovered  j  that  there  would  have  been  no 
oppofition  to  an  impoil,  if  the  Reprefen- 
tatives  had  agreed  to  an  act  of  export,  ac- 
cording to  the  practice  in  England;  that 
the  King  had  a  right  to  appoint  his  Coun- 
fellors,  from  any  part  of  the  Province; 
that  it  was  an  affront  to  the  prerogative  to 
find  fault  with  the  exercife  of.  this  right  > 
and  that  it  was  mofl  convenient  for  the 
affairs  of  government,  efpecially  upon  fud- 
den  emergencies,  that  the  Council  mould 
refide  near  the  feat  of  government.  This 
anfwer  might  have  appeared  decent  enough 
if  they  had  not  added,  that  they  were  f  gen- 

*  tlemen  of  the  beft  quality,  and  greatefr 
c  ability  to  ferve  the  government,  in  that 
'  ftation  ;  and  had  as  good  or  better  eftates 
1  in  land,  and  land  fecurities,  than  any  in 

*  the  Houfe,  and  not  inferior  to  the  gen- 

*  tlemen  who  were  laid  afide.' 

While  thefe  altercations  were  in  hand 
there  was  a  great  complaint  of  the  fcarci- 
ty  of  money,  and  fome  expedient  was 
judged  neceflary  to  fupply  the  place  of 
current  coin.     A  propofal  was  made  to  if- 

fue 
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fue  ten  thoufand  pounds  in  bills,  on  loan,    17 17. 
for  twenty-three  years,  at  five  per  cent,  on    1~nr° 
land  fecurity.  In  this  both  Houfes  agreed ;  Jan.  h> 
but  the  next  day  the  Council  propofed  to 
enlarge  the  fum  to  fifteen  thoufand  pounds, 
to  which  the  Houfe  would  not  confent. 
The  Governor  then  ordered  the  Houfe  to 
attend  a  conference  with  the  Council ; 
they  defired  to  know  on  what  fubjecl:;  he 
gave  them  no  anfwer,  but   commanded 
their  attendance.     Having  conferred   a- 
bout  the  propofed  loan  to  no  purpofe,  the 
circumftance  of  afking  on  what  fubjecl: 
they  were  to  confer  was  deemed  an  affront, 
and  ferved  as  a  pretext  for  diffolving  them. 
The  next  aflembly  was  more  pliant,  and  Affemb] 
iflued  fifteen  thoufand  pounds,  on  loan,  Records. 
for  eleven  years,  at  ten  per  cent. 

A  controverfy  alfo  arofe  between  the 
Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  about 
the  power  of  the  latter,  in  the  abfence  of 
the  former.  Vaughan  contended,  that 
when  the  Governor  was  prefent  in  his  other 
Province,  he  was  abfent  from  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  and  confequently  that  the  adminif- 
tration  devolved  on  him.  The  pofition 
was  a  metaphyseal  truth,  but  the  infer- 
ence was  to  be  meafured  by  political  rules. 
Shute  alleged  that  his  commiffions,  being 

publifhed 
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1 7 1 7«  publifhed  and  recorded,  in  New-Hamp* 
fhire  and  Maflachufetts,  he  had  the  paw* 
er  of  commander  in  chief  over  both  Pro^ 
vinces,  during  his  refidence  in  either ;  and 
thought  it  an  abfurdity  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  King  had  appointed  the  Govern 
nor  commander  in  chief,  for  five  or  fix 
weeks  only  in  the  year,  and  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  during  the  reft  of  the  time;  and 
that  if  the  Lieutenant  Governor  mould 
happen,  in  that  time,  to  ftep  over  the 
Province  line,  the  fenior  Counfellor  mull 
take  the  chair  $  this  he  faid  would  make 
the  Province  'amonfter  with  three  heads.' 
The  controverfy  was  foon  brought  to  an 
ifTue ;  for  Vaughan  received  an  order  from 
Shute,  while  at  Bofton,  to  appoint  a  faft, 
which  he  did  not  obey  5  he  received  ano- 
ther to  prorogue  the  AfTembly,  inftead  of 
which  he  difTolved  them,  without  the  ad- 
vice of  Council.  He  required  the  opinion 
of  the  Council  on  the  extent  of  his  power, 
but  they  declined  giving  it.  Penhallow, 
the  Governor's  chief  friend,  was  a  warm 
oppofer  of  Vaughan's  pretentions,  and  in- 
curred fo  much  of  his  difpleafure,  that  he 
publicly  charged  him  with  fowing  difcord 
in  the  government,  and  fufpended  him 
from  his  feat  in  Council.  On  hearing  this, 

fchute 


Sept,  24. 


CouncU 
Minutes, 


N  E  W-H  ampshire;  *i 

Shute  haftedto  Portfmouth,  .and  having  1717 
fummoned  the  Council,  ordered  the  King's 
inftructionto  him  for  fufpending  Counfel- 
lors  to  be  read,  and  demanded  of  Vaughan 
whether  he  had  any  inftruclion  which  fu- 
perfeded  it.  He  anfwered,  No.  The  Gov- 
ernor then  afked  the  Council's  advice 
whether  the  fufpenfion  of  Penhallow  was 
legal  -,  they  anfwered  in  the  negative.  He 
then  reftored  him  to  his  feat,  and  fufpend- 
ed  Vaughan. 

The  AfFembly,  which  Vaughan  had  af- 
fumed  the  right  to  diflolve,  met  again,  and 
approved  the  proceedings  againft  him,  jus- 
tifying the  conftruction  which  the  Gover- 
nor had  put  on  his  commiffion,  and  his 
opinion  of  the  extent  of  the  Lieutenant 
Governor's  power ;  which  was  *  to  obferve 
c  fuch  orders,  as  he  fhould  from  time  to 

*  time  receive  from  the  King  or  the  Gover- 
'  nor  in  chief,'  The  Reprefentatives  of 
Hampton  prefented  a  remonftrance ;  in 
which,  admitting  the  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor's opinion  that '  when  the  Governor  is 

*  out  of  the  Province,  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 

*  ernor  is  impowered  to  execute  the  King's 
4  commiffion,'  and  aiferting  that  the  Gov- 
ernor was  not  in  the  Province  when  the 

.  n  Aflemblv 

Lieutenant  Governor  dillolved  the  Allem-  Records: 

bly, 
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1 71 7.  bly,  they  declared  that  they  could  not  a& 
Vn^M'  with  the  Houfe,  unlefs  they  were  re-elect- 
ed. This  remonftrance  was  deemed  a 
libel,  and  the  Governor  in  Council  having 
fummoned  them  before  him,  laid  them  un- 
der bonds  of  four  hundred  pounds  each, 
council     for  their  good  behaviour.     He  then  ifTu- 

Minutes.  P  .  _.       .  1  •      r  1 

ed  a  proclamation,  anerting  his  lole  pow- 
er, as  commander  in  chief;  and  declaring 
that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  had  no  right 
pehbai-  to  exercife  any  a£is  of  government  with- 
out his  fpecial  order. 

To  maintain  a  controverfy  with  a  fupe-. 
rior  officer  on  the  extent  of  power,  equal- 
ly claimed  by  both,  requires  a  delicacy  and 
addrefs  which  does  not  fall  to  the  lot  of 
every  man.  An  afpiring  and  precipitate 
temper  may  bring  on  fuch  a  contention, 
but  difqualifies  the  perfon  from  managing 
it  with  propriety.  Had  Vaughan  propos- 
ed to  fubmit  the  queftion  to,  the  King, 
he  would  have  a6ted  more  in  character, 
and  might  have  prefer ved  his  reputation, 
though  he  had  loft  his  power.  But  hav- 
ing offended  the  Governor,  and  difgufted 
the  Council  and  AfTembly,  he  could  hope 
for  no  favor  from  the  Crown.  When  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  was  lent  to  Eng- 
land,  Sir  William  Afhurft,  who  had  great 

intereft 
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intereft  at  Court,  and  was  a  friend  to  New-    1 7 1 7, 


Afhurft's 


Orig.  MS.. 


England,  and  who  greatly  difrelifhed  the 
memorial  which  Vaughan  had  formerly  1?tter^IS- 
prefented  to  the  King,  eafily  found  means 
to  difplace  him  ;  and  in  his  room  was  ap-r 
pointed  John  Wentworth,  Efq.  whofe 
commiflion  was  publifhed  on  the  feventh 
of  December.  The  celebrated  Mr.  Ad- 
difon,  being  then  Secretary  of  State,  this, 
commiflion  is  counterfigned  by  a  name 
particularly  dear  to  the  friends  of  liberty 
and  literature. 

John  Wentworth,  Efq.  grandfon  of 
William  Wentworth,  formerly  mention- 
ed as  one  of  the  firil  fettlers  of  the 
country,  had  been  in  the  early  part  of  his 
life,  commander  of  afhip;  and  had  acquir- 
ed a  handfome  fortune  by  mercantile  in- 
duftry.  Without  any  fuperior  abilities  or 
learning,  by  a  fleady  attention  to  bufinefs, 
and  a  prudent  obliging  deportment,  he  had 
recommended  himfelf  to  the  efteem  of  the 
people.  Having  been  five  years  in  the 
Council,  before  his  appointment  as  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  he  had  carried  the  fame 
ufeful  qualities  into  public  life,  and  pre- 
ferved  or  increafed  that  refpecl  which  he 
had  acquired  in  a  private  ftation.  The 
rancour  of  contending  parties  made  mod- 
eration 
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1 717.  eration  a  necefTary  character  in  a  chief 
^^^    magiftrate  ;  and  the  circumftances  of  the 
Province,  at  that  time,  required  a  perfon 
of  experience  in  trade,  at  its  head. 

It  being  a  time  of  peace,  after  a  long 
and  diftrefBng  war,  the  improvement  of 
which  the  Province  was  capable,  in  regard 
to  its  natural  productions,  lumber  and  na- 
val flores,  rofe  into  view  and  became  ob-, 
je£ts  of  clofe  attention  both  here  and  in 
England.     As  early  as  1668,  the  govern- 
Maff.Rec.  ment  of  MafTachufetts,  under  which  the 
•    Province  then  was,  had  referved  for  the 
public  ule  all  white  pine  trees  of  twenty- 
four  inches  in  diameter,  at  three  feet  from 
the  ground.     In  King  William's  reign,  a 
council     furveyor  of  the  woods  was  appointed  by 
Mmutes.    ^  crown  .  and  an  order  was  lent  to  the 

Earl  of  Bellamont,  to  caufe  acts  to  be  paf- 
fed  in  his  feveral  governments  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  white  pines.  In  1708  a 
law  made  in  New-Hampfhire  prohibited 
phlp.  ao.  the  cutting  of  fuch  as  were  twenty-four 
inches  in  diameter,  at  twelve  inches  from 
the  ground,  without  leave  of  the  furvey- 
or -,  who  was  inftructed  by  the  Queen,  to 
mark  with  the  broad  arrow,  thofe  which 
were  or  might  be  fit  for  the  ufe  of  the  na- 
vy, and  to  keep  a  regifler  of  them.  What- 
ever 
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ever  feverity  might  be  ufed  in  executing    17 17* 
thelaw>  it  was  no  difficult  matter  for  thofe    ^"^ 
who  knew  the  woods  and  were  concerned 
in  lumber,  to  evade  it ;  though  fometimes 
they  were  detected  and  fined.  Great  com- 
plaints were  frequently  made  of  the  de-  mss? 
flrucKon  of  the  royal  woods  5  every  Gov- 
ernor and  Lieutenant  Governor  had  pc-  Coundl  & 
cafion  to  declaim  on  the  fubjecT:  in  their  Records, 
fpeeches    and  letters  5  it  was   a   favorite 
point  in  England,  and  recommended  them 
to  their  fuperiors  as  careful  guardians  of 
the  royal  intereft.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
people  made  as  loud  complaints  againf]: 
the  furveyor,  for  prohibiting  the  cutting 
of  pine  trees,  and  yet  negle6ling  to  mark 
fuch  as  were  fit  for  mafts ;   by  which 
means  many  trees,  which  never  could  be 
ufed  as  malts,  and  might  be  cu  tinto  logs  Penha|. 
for  fawing,  were  rotting  in  the  woods ;  i°w'sMSS« 
or  the  people  who  got  them  were  expofed 
to  a  vexatious  profecution.     When  no 
furveyor  was  on  the  fpot,  the  Governor 
and  Council  appointed  fuitable  perfons  to 
take  care  that  no  wafte  fhould  be  made 
of  the  maft  trees  j  and  thefe  officers,  with 
a  very  moderate  allowance,  performed  the 
duty,  to  much  better  purpofe,  than  thofe 
who  were  fent  from  England  and  main-  Affembiy 
tained  at  a  great  expenfe  to  the  Crown. 

As 


it  HISTORY    OF 

171 8.  As  thofe  trees  which  grew  within  the 
^^^  limits  of  the  townfhips  were  deemed  pri- 
vate property,  the  people  were  defirous  to 
get  other  townfhips  laid  out,  that  the  trees 
might  be  fecured  for  their  own  ufe.  This 
was  a  difficult  point.  The  Aflembly,  in 
1704,  during  the  controverfy  with  Allen, 
had  explicitly  difclaimed  all  title  to  the 
wafle  lands,  by  which  they  underflood  all 
thofe  without  the  bounds  of  their  towns. 
The  heirs  of  Allen  kept  a  jealous  eye  up- 
on them.  Ufher,  who  claimed  by  mort- 
gage from  Governor  Allen,  was  ftill  living, 
and  was  daily  invitine  purchafers  by  ad~ 

?tf. England  J  D    -t  J 

pourants.  vertifements.  The  heir  of  Sir  Charles 
Hobby,  whofe  claim  was  founded  on  pur« 
chafe  from  Thomas  Allen,  had  offered  his 
title  to  the  Aflembly,  but  they  had  refufed 
it.  The  creditors  of  Hobby's  eftate  had 
applied  for  letters  of  adminiflration  ;  and 
though  the  matter  had  been,  by  the  Judge 

Affembiy  of  Probate,  fubmitted  to  the  General  Court, 
and  by  their  advice  fufpended,  yet  the  let- 
ters had  been  granted.  Allen's  other  heirs 
were  in  a  ftate  of  minority  in  England;  but 
their  guardian  was  attentive  to  their  intereft. 
The  controverfy  had  become  more  complex 

print,  ftate  than  before  -,  and  the  claimants,  however 

titit. "  *  multiplied  in  number  and  difcordant  in  their 

viewsj 
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Views,  yet  had  an  intereft  feparate  from    1718. 


that  of  the  public.  The  royal  determina- 
tion could  not  be  had,  but  on  an  appeal 
from  a  verdict  at  law  ;  but  no  fuits  were 
now  pending;  nor  could  the  lands  be 
granted  by  royal  charter*  without  feem- 
ing  to  intrench  on  the  property  of  the 
claimants.  Notwithstanding  thefe  difh^ 
culties,  the  neceffity  of  extending  the  fet-- 
tlements,  and  improving  the  natural  ad^ 
vantages  of  the  country,  was  too  apparent 
to  be  neglected. 

Great  quantities  of  iron  ore  Were  found 

1  >.;....,.■..,  1710, 

in  many  places  5  and  it  was  in  contem-    J^ 
plation  to  erect  forges  on  fome  of  the  riv- 
ers, and  to  introduce  foreign  artifts  and 
laborers  to  refine  it.  A  law  was  made  laying 
a  penalty  of  ten  pounds  per  ton,  on  the  Laws 
tranfporting  of  it  out  of  the  province ;  but  Chap,fo° 
for  the  further  encouragement  of  the  man- 
ufacture, it  was  deemed  neceffary,  that  fome 
lands  fhould  be  appropriated,  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fupplying  with  fewel,  the  iron 
works  which  were  to  be  erected,  on  Lam-  council 
prey  river,  and  of  fettling  the  people  who  MmuteB° 
were  to  be  employed  in  that  fervice.  On  this 
occafion,  it  was  recollected,  that  in  1 672, 
while  this  Province  was  fubject  to  the 
Maflachufetts  government,  and  after  the 

town 
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171 9.  town  of  Portfmouth  had  made  a  liberal 
1 —  contribution  for  the  rebuilding  of  Harvard 
College,  a  promife  had  been  made  by  the 
General  Court  to  grant  to  that  town  a 
quantity  of  c  land  for  a  village,  when  they 
1  mould  declare  to  the  court  the  place 
s  where  they  defired  it/  Upon  this,  a  pe- 
tition was  prefented  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  praying  for  a  fulfilment  of  this 
promife  ;  and  after  fome  hefitation,  a 
grant  was  made  of  a  flip  of  land  two 

council  miles  in  breadth,  above  the  head  line  of 
Dover,  for  the  ufe  of  the  iron  works,  which 
was  called  the  g  renewing  a  grant  former- 
c  ly  made/  This  was  known  by  the  name 
of  the  two  mile  flip,  and  it  was  afterward 
included  in  the  towilfhip  of  Barrington. 

In  fome  parts  of  the  Province,  were 
many  pitch  pine  trees,  Unfit  for  mails,  but 
Capable  of  yielding  tar  and  turpentine.  A 
monopoly  of  this  manufacture  had  been 
attempted  by  a  company  of  merchants , 

coureii      but  when  many  thoufand  trees  were  pre- 

Minutes.  '  n  L 

pared  for  ufe  they  were  deltroyed  by  un- 
La*s.       known  hands.      Afterward  a  law   was 
made  providing  that  tar  mould  be  receiv- 
ed in  lieu  of  taxes,  at  twenty  millings  per 
barrel.     This  encouraged  the  making  of 
chap.  94-  it  for  fome  time.  Another  law  laid  a  pen- 
alty 
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alty  on  the  injuring  of  trees  for  drawing  17190 
turpentine.  But  private  intereft  was  too  •""^ 
ftrong  to  be  counteracted  by  a  fenfe  of 
public  utility.  Too  many  incifions  being 
made  in  the  trees  at  once,  they  were  foon. 
deflroyed  -,  and  as  thofe  which  were  near 
at  hand  became  fcarce,  the  manufacture 
was  gradually  discontinued. 

Hemp  w^as  another  object.  Some  had 
been  fown,  and  from  the  fpecimen  of  its 
growth,  much  advantage  was  expected. 
An  act  was  made  to  encourage  it  -,  and  it  chaP-  ^ 
was  allowed  to  be  received  at  the  treafury, 
in  lieu  of  money,  at  one  {hilling  per  pound. 
But  as  there  was  fcarcely  land  enough  in 
cultivation,  for  the  production  of  corn,  it 
was  vain  to  think  of  raifing  a  lefs  neceffa- 
ry  commodity. 

The  Parliament  of  England  was  atten- 
tive to  the  advantages  which  might  be  de- 
rived to  the  nation  from  the  Colonies,  to 
which  they  were  particularly  incited  by 
the  war,  which  at  this  time  raged  between 
Sweden  and  Ruffia,  the  grand  marts  for 
naval  ftores  in  Europe.  A  duty  which 
had  been  paid  on  lumber  imported  from 
America,  was  taken  off;  and  this  was  ef- 
teemed  fo  great  a  favor  to  New-Hamp- 
fhire  that  the  Aflembly  thanked  Shute  for  £S£f 

the 
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17 19.  the  fhare  he  had  in  obtaining  it.  About 
•""■^  the  fame  time,  an  acl:  of  Parliament  was 
made  for  the  prefervation  of  the  white 
pines.  Penalties  in  proportion  to  the  fize 
of  the  trees,  were  laid  on  the  cutting  of 
thofe  which  grew  without  the  bounds  of 
townfhips;  and  for  the  greater  terror* 
thefe  penalties  were  to  be  recovered  by  the 
oath  of  one  witnefs,  in  a  court  of  Admi- 
ralty j  where  a  fmgle  Judge,  appointed  by 
the  Crown,  and  removeable  at  pleafure, 

Statute  of  determined  the  Caufe  without  a   Jury. 

chap6!*!'  While  this  bill  was  pending,  Henry  New- 
man>  the  agent  for  New^-Hampfhire,  peti- 

ms  peri-    tioned  aeainft  the  feverity  of  it,  but  with- 

tion«  re  k 

out  effect. 

Great  inconveniencies  had  arifen  for 
want  of  a  due  fettlement  of  the  limits  of 
the  Province.  The  people  who  lived 
near  the  fuppofed  line,  were  fofnetimes 
taxed  in  both  Provinces,  and  were 
liable  to  arrefts  by  the  officers  of 
both  ;  and  fome  times  the  officers  them- 
felves  were  at  variance,  and  imprifoned 
each  other.  Several  attempts  had  been 
made  to  remove  the  difficulty,  and  letters 
frequently  palled  between  the  two  Courts 
on  the  fubjecl:,  in  confequence  of  petitions 
and  complaints  from  the  borderers.     In 

1716 
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1716,  CommiHioners  were  appointed  by    17 19. 
both  Provinces,  to  fettle  the  line.     The     {^^> 
New-HampmireCommifuoners  were  fur- 
nifhed  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Vaughan, 
with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Lords 
Chief  J uit ices  in  1677,  and  were  inftructed  ms8'"- 
{  to  follow  the  courfe  of  the  river  Merri-  ftruaions' 
*  mack,  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  north 
c  as  far  as  the  river  extends.'     The  com- 


MS  letter 


miffioners  on  the  other  fide  complained  ^P°ver- 

m  i  nor  Went- 

that  this  power  was  not  fufficient ;  if  by  worth* 
fufficient  it  was  meant  that  they  had  no 
power  to  vary  from  their  inftruftions,  the 
objection  was  true,  but  why  this  mould 
have  been  objected  it  is  not  eafy  to  account, 
fmce  the  inftructions  would  have  given 
MafTachufetts  all  which  they  could  claim 
by  virtue  of  their  old  charter ;  or  the  judg- 
ment upon  it,  on  which  they  always  laid 
much  ftrefs.  Three  years  afterward  the 
affair  was  agitated  again,  in  obedience  to 
an  order  from  the  Lords  of  trade ;  who 
directed  a  map  to  be  drawn  and  fent  to 
them,  in  which  the  boundaries  of  the 
Province  mould  be  delineated,  and  the  ms  order. 
befl  accounts  and  vouchers  procured  to 
elucidate  it.  Commiflioners  were  again 
appointed  to  meet  at  Newbury ;  and 
thofe  from  New-Hampfhirewere  inftruct-  original 

r  MS  in- 

ed  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Wentworth  anions. 

to 
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17 1 9.  to  Confer  with  the  others;  and  if  they 
could  agree,  in  fixing  the  place  where  to 
begin  the  line,  they  were  to  report  accord- 
ingly 5  but  if  not,  they  were  to  proceed 
ex  parte  '  fetting  their  compafs  on  the 
'  north  fide  of  the  mouth  of  Merrimack  riv- 
1  er  at  high  water  mark,  and  from  thence 
c  meafuring  three  miles  on  a  north  line, 
1  and  from  the  end  of  the  firft  three  miles 
c  on  a  weft  line,  into  the  country,  till  they 
1  mould  meet  the  great  river  which  runs 
(  out  of  Winipifiogee  pond.'  To  this  idea 
of  a  weft  line,  the  Maflachufetts  Commif- 
fi oners  objecled ;  and  defired  that  the  com- 
miffion  of  the  Governor  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  might  be  fent  to  Newbury,  which 
was  refufed,  and  the  conference  ended 
without  any  agreement.  However,  a  plan 
was  drawn,  agreeably  to  thefe  inftruclions, 
and  fent  to  the  Lords  of  trade;  and  New- 
man the  agent  was  inftrucled  to  folicit  for 
a  confirmation  of  it.  In  thefe  inftruc- 
tions,  the  ideas  of  the  gentlemen  in  govern- 
penhai-  ment  are  more  fully  exprefTed.  The  due 
weft  line  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  Prov- 
ince, they  fuppofed,  ought  to  extend  as 
far  as  MafTachufetts  extended.  The  line 
on  the  northerly  fide  adjoining  to  the  Prov- 
ince of  Maine,  they  fuppofed,  ought  to  be 
drawn,  up  the  middle  of  the  river  Pafcat- 

aqua, 
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aqua,  as  far  as  the  tide  flows  in  the  New-    17 19. 
wichwannock  branch  -,  and  thence  north-     Vp"v^' 
weftward,  but  whether  two  or  more  points 
weftward  of  north  was  left  for  further 
confideration. 

While  thefe  things  were  in  agitation, 
the  Province  unexpectedly  received  ah  ac- 
ceffion  of  inhabitants  from  the  north  of 
Ireland.    A  colony  of  Scots  prefbyterians 
had  been  fettled  in  the  Province  of  Ulfter,  Hume, 
in  the  reign  of  James  I ;  they  had  borne  a 
large  fhare  in  the  fufferings,  which  the 
proteftants  in  that  unhappy  country  un- 
derwent, in  the  reign  of  Charles  I  and. 
James  II ;  and  had  thereby  conceived  an 
ardent  and  inextinguimable  third  for  civil 
and  religious  liberty.     Notwithstanding 
the  peace  which  Ireland  had  enjoyed,  fince 
the  fubjeclion  of  the  Popifh  party  by  King 
William,  fome  penal  laws  were  frill  in 
force  ;  which,  with  the  inconvenience  of 
rents  and  tithes,  made  thefe  people  wifn 
for  a  fettlement  in  America  j  where  they 
might  be  free  from  thefe  burthens  and 
have  full  fcope  for  their  induftry.     One 
Holmes,  a  young  man,  fon  of  a  clergyman, 
had  been  here  and  carried  home  a  favora-  Iv;Sof 

.  .  ]°hn  Har- 

ble  report  of  the  country,  which  induced  vey« 
his  father,  with  three  other  prefbyterian 

Minifters, 

C2 
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17 1 9.  Minifters,  James  Macgregore,  William 
^^  Cornwell,  and  William  Boyd,  and  a  large 
number  of  their  congregations,  to  refolve 
on  an  emigration.  Having  converted  their 
fubftance  into  money,  they  embarked  in 
1718.14'  five  fhips,  and  about  one  hundred  fami- 
lies of  them  arrived  at  B  oft  on.  Cornwell, 
with  about  twenty  families  more,-  arrived 
at  Cafco.  They  immediately  petitioned 
the  Afiembly  of  MalTachufetts  for  a  tract 
of  land  j  who  gave  them  leave  to  look  out 
a  fettlement  of  fix  miles  fquare,  in  any  of 
the  unappropriated  lands  at  the  eaftward. 
After  a  fruitlefs  fearch  along  the  fhore, 
finding  no  place  that  fuited  them  there ; 
fixteen  families,  hearing  of  a  tract  of  good 
land,  above  Haverhill,  called  Nutfield 
(from  the  great  number  of  chefnut  and 
walnut  trees  there)  and  being  informed 
that  it  was  not  appropriated,  determined 
there  to  take  up  their  grant ;  the  others 
difperfed  themfelves  into  various  parts  of 
the  country. 

As  foon  as  the  fpring  opened,  the  men 
went  from  Haverhill,  where  they  left  their 
families,  and  built  fome  huts  near  a  brook 
which  falls  into  Beaver  River,  and  which 
they  named  Weft-running  brook.  The 
firft  evening  after  their  arrival,  a  fermon 
was  preached  to  them  under  a  large  oak, 

which 
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which  is  to  this  day  regarded  with  a  degree    1 7 1 9. 
of  veneration.    As  foon  as  they  could  col-    Wnr"J 
lecl  their  families,  they  called  Macgregore 
to  be  their  minifter,  who  fmce  his  arrival 
in  the  country  had  preached  at  Dracut. 
At  the  firft  facramental  occafion,   were 
prefent  two  rniniflers  and  fixty-five  com- 
municants.    Macgregore  continued  with 
them  till  his  death;  and  his  memory  is  March  5, 
frill  precious  among  them  :  He  was  a  wife,  m^'s^ 
affectionate  and  faithful  guide  to  them, 
both  in  civil  and  religious  concerns .  Thefe 
people  brought  with  them  the  neceifary 
materials  for  the  manufacture  of  linen ; 
and  their  fpinning  wheels,  turned  by  the 
foot,  were  a  novelty  in  the  country.  They 
alfo  introduced  the  culture  of  potatoes, 
which  were  firfl  planted  in  the  garden  of 
Nathaniel   Walker  of    Andover.     They 
were  an  induftrious,  frugal   and  confe- 
quently  thriving  people. 

They  met  with  fome  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining a  title  to  their  lands.  If  the  due 
weft  line  between  the  Provinces  had  been 
eftabliihed,  it  would  have  palled  through 
their  fettlement  and  divided  it  between 
MafTachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire ;  but 
the  curve  line,  following  the  courfe  of 
Merrimack  at  three  miles  diftance,  would 
leave  them  unqueflionably  in  New-Hamp- 
C   3  fhire. 
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17 1 9.  iliire.  This  was  the  idea  of  the  General 
Court  of  Maffachufetts,  who,  upon  appli- 
cation to  them  for  a  confirmation  of  their 
former  grant,  declared  them  to  be  out  of 
their  jurifdiction.  Among  the  many 
claimants  tothefe  lands,  they  were  inform- 
ed, that  Col.  Wheelwright  of  Wells  had 
the  bell  Indian  title,  derived  from  his  an- 
ceftors.  Suppofing  this  to  be  valid  in  a 
moral  view,  they  followed  the  example  of 
the  firft  fettlers  of  New-England,  and  ob- 
tained a  deed  of  ten  miles  fquare,  in  virtue 
of  the  general  licenfe  granted  by  the  In- 
dian Sagamores  in  1629.  To  prevent  dif- 
ficulty from  Allen's  claim,  they  applied 
for  leave  of  fettlement  to  Col.  Uiher,  who 
told  them  that  the  land  was  in  difpute, 
and  that  he  could  not  give  them  leave, 
but  that  he  fuppofed  they  might  fettle  on 
it,  if  they  would  hold  it  either  of  the  King 
or  of  Allen's  heirs,  as  the  cafe  might  be 
determined.  They  alfo  applied  to  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  New-Hampfhire, 
who  declined  making  them  a  grant  in  the 
King's  name  $  but,  by  advice  of  Council, 
gave  them  a  protection,  and  extended  the 
benefit  of  the  law  to  them  ;  appointing 
Minutes.  James  McKean  to  be  a  Juflice  of  the 
Peace,  and  Robert  Wier  a  Deputy  Sheriff. 

Some 
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Some  perfons  who  claimed  thefe  lands,    1720. 
by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  about  twenty  years     ^^ 
date,  from  John,   an  Indian  Sagamore, 
gave  them  fome  difturbance ;  but,  having 
obtained  what  they  judged  a  fuperior  ti- 
tle, and  enjoying  the  protection  of  gov- 
ernment, they  went  on^with  their  planta- 
tion ;  receiving  frequent  additions  of  their 
countrymen,  as  well  as  others,  tillin  1722,  Harvey*g 
their  town  was  incorporated  by  the  name  &  JJ;jfses 
of  Londonderry,  from  a  city  in  the  north 
pf  Ireland,  in  and  near  to  which  mod  of 
them  had  refided  j  and  in  which  fome  of 
them  had  endured  the  hardfhips  of  a  mem- 
orable fiege.* 

The  fettlement  of  thefe  emigrants,  on 
the  wafte  lands,  opened  the  way  for  other 
plantations.     Thofe  who  had  borne  the 
burthens  and  diftreffes  of  war,  in  defend- 
ing 

*  Jobn  Barr?  William  Caldwell  and  Abraham  Blair,  with  feveral 
others  who  had  fuffered  in  this  fiege,  and  came  to  America,  were  by 
King  William's  fpecial  order  made  free  of  taxes  through  all  the  Britifh 
dominions. 

This,  with  feyeral  other  circumftances  relating  to  thefe  people,  I  took 
from  a  manufcript  letter  written  (1729)  by  Mr.  John  Harvey,  fcbool- 
mafterin  Londonderry,  to  Mr.  Prince.  In  the  fame  letter  was  the  fol- 
lowing brief  account  of  the  feige  above  mentioned.  '  Londonderry 
'  was  befieged  near  half  a  year  (1689)  by  King  James's  army,  when  he 

*  had  all  Ireland  fubdued  but  Derry  and  a  little  place  hard  by.     The 

*  befieged  defended  the  city,  more  of  them  being  prefbyterians,  till  they 
'  were  very  much  pinched  by  famine,  that  a  dog's  head  was  fold  cheap 
'enough  at  half  a  crown  ;  and  yet  Godfupported  them  until  KingWil- 
'  Ham  fent  them  relief  by  two  ihips  with  men  and  provisions  from  Eng- 
«  land  ;  at  which  fight,  before  the  (hips  got  up  to  the  city  and  landed 
'  their  men,  the  befiegers  moved  their  camp  and  fled  to  the  weft  of  Ire- 
1  land,  where  afterwards  two  bloody  battles  were  fought  and  the  papifts 
•fubdued.  C  4  'Two 
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1720.  ing  the  country,  had  long  been  circum- 
y~y~J    fcribed  within  the  limits  of  the  old  towns ; 

but  were  now  multiplied,  and  required 
room  to  make  fettlements  for  their  chil- 
dren. They  thought  it  hard  to  be  exclud- 
ed from  the  privelege  of  cultivating  the 
lands,  which  they  and  their  fathers  had 
defended ;  while  ftrangers  were  admitted 
to  fit  down  peaceably  upon  them.  Thefe 
were  weighty  reafons.  At  the  fame  time 
no  attempt  was  making,  by  any  of  the 
claimants,  to  determine  the  long  contend- 
ed point  of  property ;  and  in  fact,  no  per- 
fon  could  give  a  clear  and  undifputed  title 
to  any  of  the  unfettled  lands. 

In  thefe  cir-cumftances,  a  company  of 
about  one  hundred  perfons,  inhabitants 
of  Portfmouth,  Exeter  and  Haverhill,  pe- 
titioned for  liberty  to  begin  a  plantation, 
on  the  northerly  part  of  the  lands  called 

1721.  Nutfield.  Thefe  were  loon  followed  by 
petitioners  from  the  other  towns,  for  the 
lands  which  lay  contiguous  to  them.  The 

Governor 

x  Two  things  further  (fayshe)I  have  to  relate  refpecYug  Derry,  1. The 
'  church  of  Derry  is  fo  ftrongly  built  withftone  and  limethat  in  the 
'  fteeple  they  had  a  cannon  fixed,  which  did  more  hurt  to  the  Iri.'harmy 

*  than  fix  upon  the  walls.  2.  There  was  one  Col.  Murray  in  the  fiege. 
'He  and  a  party  were  out  againft  the  enemy,  and  having  got  the  ad  van. 
'  tage  in  an  engagement  with  them  a  mile  from  the  Wills,  the  enemy's 

*  General,  who  was  a  Frenchman,  and  he,  met ;  and  having  both  fired 
«  their  piftols,drew  their  fwords,  and  the  General  having  a  coat  of  mail, 
•had  the  advantage  of  Murray,  fo  that  he  could  not  hurt  him.  At 
'  length  Murray  obferving  that  there  was  no  touching  him  but  through 
'  the  harnefs  in  his  face,  put  his  fw.>rd  in  through  the  bars  of  the  harnefa 
4  dad  killed  him.     They  made  a  great  (laughter  that  day.'       Nothing 
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Governor  and  Council  kept  the  petitions    1721. 
fufpended  for  a  long  time,  giving  public    v"'v*"' 
notice  to  all  perfons  concerned  to  make 
their  objections.     In  this  time  the  lands 
were  furveyed,  and  the  limits  of  four  pro- 
pofed  townfhips  determined ;  and  the  peo- 
ple were  permitted  to  build  and  plant  up- 
on the  lands  '  provided  that  they  did  not 

.      r  .  r     .  r  .   .        J  r  April  jt, 

c  infringe  on,  or  interfere  with,  any  form-  council 

rr  r»-  >     o  Records. 

'  er grants,  poiiellions  orproperties.  borne 
of  thefe  lands  were  well  flocked  with  pine 
trees ;  which  were  felled  in  great  abun- 
dance ;  this  occafioned  a  frefh  complaint 
from  the  King's  furveyor. 

At  length,  charters  being  prepared,  were 
figned  by  the  Governor  j  by  which  four  S^j  * 
townfhips,  Chefler,  Nottingham,  Barring-  May  I0* 
ton  and  Rochefter  were  granted  and  in- 
corporated. The  grants  were  made  in 
the  name  of  the  King,  who  was  confide  r- 
ed  as  the  common  guardian,  both  of  the 
people  and  the  claimants ;  bu,t  with  a 
claufe  of  refervation,  '  as  far  as  in  us  lies,* 
that  there  might  be  no  infringement  on 
the  claims.  The 

Nothingwas  more  offenfiveto  thefe  emigrants  than  to  be  calledlRisH. 
Macgregore  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Shute,  (1720)  fays  :  '  Wc  are  fur- 

*  prifed  to  hear  ourfelves  termed  Irifh  people,  when  we  fo  frequently 
'  ventured  our  all  for  the  Britifh  Crown   and  liberties  againft  the  Irifh 

*  papifts;  and  gave  all  tefts  of  our  loyalty,  which  the  government  of 
*■  Ireland  required,  and  are  always  ready  todo  the  fame  whendemanded.' 

The  people  of  this  country  did  not  underftand  the  diflinction  ;  nor 
in  fact  did  they  treat  thefe  ftrangers  with  common  decency  on  their 
firft  arrival.    The  grudge  fubMed  a  long  time,  but  is  now  worn  out* 
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1722.  The  figning  of  thefe  grants  was  the  laft 
^""^  a6l  of  Government  performed  by  Shute 
in  New-Hampfliire.  A  violent  party  in 
Maffachufetts  had  made  fuch  ftrenuous 
oppofition  to  him  and  caufed  him  fo  much 
vexation,  as  rendered  it  eligible  for  him 
to  afk  leave  to  return  to  England.  He  is 
faid  to  have  been  a  man  of  a  humane, 
obliging  and  friendly  difpofition ;  but  hav- 
ing been  ufed  to  military  command,  could 
not  bear  with  patience  the  colliljon  of  par- 
ties, nor  keep  his  temper  when  provoked. 
Fond  of  eafe,  and  now  in  the  decline  of 
life,  he  would  gladly  have  fpent  his  days 
in  America  if  he  could  have  avoided  con- 
troverfy.  The  people  of  New-Hamp{hire 
were  fatisiied  with  his  adminiftration,  as 
far  as  it  refpecled  them  ;  and  though  they 
did  not  fettle  a  falary  on  him  as  on  his 
predeceflor,  yet  they  made  him  a  grant 
twice  in  the  year,  generally  amounting  to 

Aflembiy  a  hundred  pounds,  and  paid  it  out  of  the 
exciie  which  was  voted  from  year  to  year. 
This  was  more  in  proportion,  than  he  re- 
ceived from  his  other  government.  On 
his  departure  for  England,  which  was  very 
J^j*  fudden  and  unexpected,  Lieutenant  Gov- 

jan.  1.  ernor  Wentworth,  took  the  chief  com- 
mand, in  a  time  of  diftrefs  and  perplex- 
ity ;  the  country  being  then  involved  in 
another  war  with  the  natives. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XIV. 

The  fourth  Indian  War,  commonly  called  the 
three  years  war,  or  Love  well's  war. 

f  1  ^O  account  for  the  frequent  wars 
Jt  with  the  eailern  Indians,  ufually 
called  by  the  French,  the  Abenaquis,  and 
their  unfteadinefs  both  in  war  and  peace ; 
we  muft  obferve,  that  they  were  fituated 
between  the  Colonies  of  two  European  na- 
tions, who  were  often  at  war  with  each 
other,  and  who  purfued  very  different 
meafures  with  regard  to  them. 

As  the  lands,  on  which  they  lived,  were 
comprehended  in  the  patents  granted  by 
the  crown  of  England,  the  natives  were 
confidered  by  the  Englifh,  as  fubjecls  of 
that  crown.  In  the  treaties  and  conferen- 
ces held  with  them,  they  were  ftyled  the 
King's  fubjecls ;  when  war  was  declared 
againftthem,  they  were  called  rebels  -,  and 
when  they  were  compelled  to  make  peace, 
they  fubfcribed  an  acknowledgement  of 
their  perfidy,  and  a  declaration  of  their 
fubmiffion  to  the  government,  without 
any  jufl  ideas  of  the  meaning  of  thofe 

termsi 
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terms ;  and  it  is  a  difficult  point,  to  deter- 
mine what  kind  of  fubjecls  they  were. 

Befide  the  patents,   derived  from  the 
Crown,  the  Englifh  in  general  were  fond 
of  obtaining  from  the  Indians,  deeds  of 
fale  for  thofe  lands,  on  which  they  were 
difpofed  to  make  fettlements.     Some  of 
thefe  deeds  were  executed  with  legal  for- 
mality, and  a  valuable  confideration  was 
paid  to  the  natives  for  the  purchafe  -,  oth- 
ers were  of  obfcure  and  uncertain  original; 
but  the  memory  of  fuch  tranfactions  was 
foon  loft,  among  a  people  who  had  no 
written  records.   Lands  had  been  purchaf- 
ed  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  on  the  Rivers 
Kennebeck  and  St.  George,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod ;  but  the  fucceeding  Indians  either 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  fales  made  by 
their  anceftors,  or  had  an  idea  that  fuch 
bargains  were  not  binding  on  pofterity ; 
who  had  as  much  need  of  the  lands,  and 
could  ufe  them  to  the  fame  purpofe  as 
their  fathers.  At  firft,  the  Indians  did  not 
know  that  the  European  manner  of  cul- 
tivating lands,  and  erecting  mills  and  dams, 
would  drive  away  the  game  and  fifh,  and 
thereby  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  fub- 
fiftence ;  afterward,  finding  by  experience 
that  this  was  the  confequence  of  admit- 
ting foreigners  to  fettle  among  them,  they 

repented 
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repented  of  their  hofpitality,  and  were  in- 
clined to  difpofTefs  their  new  neighbours, 
as  the  only  way  of  reftoring  the  country 
to  its  prifline  flate,  and  of  recovering  their 
ufual  mode  of  fubfiflence. 

They  were  extremely  offended  by  the 
fettlements,  which  the  Englifh,  after  the 
peace  of  Utrecht,  made  on  the  lands  at  the 
eaftward,   and  by  their  building  forts, 
block  houfes   and  mills ;  whereby  their 
ufual  mode  of  pafTmg  the  rivers  and  car- 
rying-places  was  interrupted;  and  they 
could  not  believe,  though  they  were  told 
with  great  folemnity,  that  thefe  fortifica-  Governor 
tions  were  erected  for  their  defence  againfr.  conference 
invafion.     When  conferences  were  held  I717, 
with  them  on  this  fubjecl:,  they  either  de- 
nied that  the  lands  had  been  fold,  or  pre- 
tended that  the  Sachems  had  exceeded 

.  .  .  Waldo  3 

their  power  in  making  the  bargains  -,  or  defence j0f 
had  conveyed  lands  beyond  the  limits  of  tuie/e 
their  tribe ;  or  that  the  Englifh  had  taken 
advantage  of  their  drunkennefs  to  make 
them  fign  the  deeds ;  or  that  no  valuable 
confideration  had  been  given  for  the  pur- 
chafe.  No  arguments  or  evidence  which 
could  be  adduced  would  fatisfy  them,  un- 
lefs  the  lands  were  paid  for  again ;  and 
had  this  been  done  once,  their  poiterity 
after  a  few  years  would  have  renewed  the 
demand.  On 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  French  did  not 
Rayaai.  in  a  formal  manner  declare  them  fubjects  of 
the  crown  of  France  j  but  every  tribe,  how- 
ever fmall,  was  allowed  to  preferve  its  in- 
dependence. Thofe  who  were  fituated  in 
the  heart  of  Canada  kept  their  lands  to 
themfelves,  which  were  never  folicited 
from  them  ;  thofe  who  dwelt  on  the  riv- 
ers and  fhores  of  the  Atlantic,  though 
dirlant  from  the  French  Colonies,  receiv- 
ed annual  prefents  from  the  King  of 
France  ;  and  folitary  traders  refided  with, 
or  occafionally  vifited  them  -,  but  no  at- 
tempt was  made  by  any  company  to  fet- 
tle on  their  lands. 

It  wras  in  the  power  of  the  Englifh  to 
fupply  them  with  provifions,  arms,  am- 
munition, blankets  and  other  articles 
which  they  wanted,  cheaper  than  they 
could  purchafe  them  of  the  French.  Gov- 
ernor Shute  had  promifed  that  trading 
J^Jj'  houfes  fhould  be  eftabliihed  among  them,** 
and  that  a  fmith  mould  be  provided  to 
keep  their  arms  and  other  inftruments  in 
repair  j  but  the  unhappy  contentions  be- 
tween the  Governor  and  AfTembly  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  prevented  a  compliance  with 
this  engagement.  The  Indians  were  there- 
fore 

*  The  reader  is  defired  to  correct:  a  miftake  in  the  firft  volume,  page 
358,  line  5,  inflead  of  *  truck  houfes  eftabli/hed,'  read  '  it  was  in  con- 
templation to  eitablifh  truck  houfes.' 
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fore  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  impofitions    1 7 1 7. 
of  private  traders,  or  to  feek  fupplies  from    ^^"^ 
the  French  >  who  failed  not  to  join  with 
them  in  reproaching  the  Englifh  for  this 
breach  of  promife,  and  for  their  avidity  in 
getting  away  the  land, 

The  inhabitants  of  the  eaftern  parts  of 
New-England  were  not  of  the  belt,  cha- 
racter for  religion,  and  were  ill  adapted 
to  engage  the  affections  of  the  Indians  by 
their  example.     The  frequent  hoftilities 
on  this  quarter,  not  only  kept  alive  a  fpi- 
rit  of  jealoufy  and  revenge  in  individuals, 
but  prevented  any  endeavors  to  propagate 
religious  knowledge  among  the  Indians 
by  the  government;  though  it  was  one 
of  the  conditions  of  their  charter;  and 
though  many  good  men  wifhed  it  might 
be  attempted.  At  length  Governor  Shute, 
in  his  conference  with  their  Sachems  at 
Arrowfic,  introduced  this  important  bufi- 
nefs  by  offering  them  in  a  formal  manner, 
an  Indian  bible,  and  a  proteftant  miffion- 
ary  ;  but  they  rejected  both,  faying  c  God 
*  hath  given  us  teaching  already,  and  if  we 
1  mould  go  from  it  we  mould  difpleafe 
c  him.'     He  would  have  done  much  better 
fervice,  and  perhaps  prevented  a  war,  if 
he  had  complied  with  their  earned  defire 
to  fix  a  boundary,  beyond  which  the  Eng-  judgesew. 

si's  *»■»**» «. 

lifh  fhould  not  extend  their  fettlements.     rui 

A  gentleman 


memii- 


Penhal- 
low'sMSS. 
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1 7 17.  A  gentleman,  in  converfation  with  one 
^^  of  their  Sachems,  afked  him  why  they  were 
fo  ftrongly  attached  to  the  French,  from 
whom  they  could  not  expect  to  receive  fo 
much  benefit  as  from  the  Englifh  -,  the 
Sachem  gravely  anfwered,  {  Becaufe  the 
c  French  have  taught  us  to  pray  to  God, 
'  which  the  Englifh  never  did.' 
voi.  1,  It  has  been  obferved  in  the  former  part 

p^e  253.  0£  this  work,  that  the  Jefuits  had  planted 
themfelves  among  thefe  tribes.  They  had 
one  Church  at  Penobfcot,  and  another  at 
Norridgwog,  where  Sebaftian  Ralle,  a 
French  Jefuit,  refided.  He  was  a  man  of 
good  fenfe,  learning  and  addrefs,  and  by  a 
compliance  with  their  mode  of  life,  and  a 
gentle,  condefcending  deportment,  had 
gained  their  affections  fo  as  to  manage 
them  at  his  pleafure.  Knowing  the  pow- 
er of  fuperflition  over  the  favage  mind,  he 
took  advantage  of  this,  and  of  their  pre- 
judice againft  the  Englifh,  to  promote  the 
cauie,  and  Strengthen  the  intereft  of  the 
French  among  them.  He  even  made  the 
offices  of  devotion  ferve  as  incentives  to 
their  ferocity,  and  kept  a  flag,  in  which 
was  depicted  a  crofs,  furrounded  by  bows 
and  arrows,  which  he  ufed  to  hoift  on  a 
pole,  at  the  door  of  his  church,  when  he 
unJcolf-  gave  them  abfolution,  previously  to  their 
X        engaging  in  any  warlike  enterprife. 

With 


tt  E  W-H  AMPSHIRE.  fy 

With  this  Jefuit,  the  Governor  of  Can-  1717* 
ada  held  a  dole  correfpondence  j  and  by  w"y"w 
him  was  informed  of  every  thing  tranf- 
acled  among  the  Indians.  By  this  means, 
their  difconterit  with  the  Englifh,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fettlements  made  at  the  eafl- 
ward,  was  heightened  and  inflamed  •  and 
they  received  every  encouragement,  to  af- 
iert  their  title  to  the  lands  in  queftion,  and 
molefr.  the  fettlers,  by  killing  their  cattle, 
burning  their  flacks  of  hay,  robbing  and 
infulting  them.  Thefe  in-folencies difcour-  I720 
aged  the  people,  and  caufed  many  of  them  <^v-^ 
to  remove.  The  garrifons  were  then  re- 
inforced ;  and  fcouting  parties  were  order- 
ed into  the  eaftern  quarter,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  Col.  Shadrach  Walton.  By  this 
appearance  of  force,  the  Indians,  who 
dreaded  the  power  of  the  Englifh,  were  re- 
trained from  open  hoflilities.  They  had 
frequent  parleys  with  the  commanders  of 
forts,  and  with  commiffioners  who  vifited 
them  occafionally ;  and  though  at  nrft. 
they  feemed  to  be  refolute  in  demanding 
the  removal  of  the  Englifh,  declaring  that 
c  they  had  fought  for  the  land  three  times, 
s  and  would  fight  for  it  again  5'  yet  when  £*££$* 
they  were  told  that  there  was  no  alterna-  iowsmss. 
tive  but  perfect  peace  or  open  war,  and 
that  if  they  chofe  peace  they  mull  forbear 
D  every 
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1720.  every  kind  of  infult,  they  feemed  to  prefer 


w-v^ 


Hutchin- 


peace  ;  and  either  pretended  ignorance  of 
what  had  been  done,  or  promifed  to  make 
inquiry  into  it;  and  as  an  evidence  of 
their  good  intentions,  offered  a  tribute  of 
fkins,  and  delivered  up  four  of  their  young 
men  as  hoflages; 

This  proceeding  was  highly  difrelifhed 
by  the  Governor  of  Canada ;  who  renew- 
ed his  efforts  to  keep  up  the  quarrel,  and 
fecretly  promifed  to  fupply  the  Indians 
with  arms  and  ammunition  >  though  as  it 
was  a  time  of  peace  between  the  two 
fonii.a&3,  crownSj  he  could  not  openly  affifl  them* 

The  New-England  governments,  though 
highly  incenfed,  were  not  eafily  perfuaded 
to  confent  to  a  war.  The  difpute  was  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  proprietors  of 
the  eaftern  lands,  in  which  the  public 
were  not  directly  interefted.  No  blood 
had  as  yet  been  med.  Canfeau  had  been 
furprifed  and  plundered,  and  fome  people 
killed  there  3  but  that  was  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Nova-Scotia.  Ralle  was  regard- 
ed as  the  principal  inftigator  of  the  Indi- 
ans ;  and  it  Was  thought,  that  if  he  could 
be  taken  off  they  would  be  quiet.  It  was 
once  propofed  to  fend  the  Sheriff  of  York 
County  with  a  pofTe  of  one  hundred  and 

fifty 
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fifty  men,  to  feize  and  bring  him  to  Bof-  1721. 
ton  j  but  this  was  not  agreed  to.  The 
next  fummer,  Ralle  in  company  with  Caf- 
tine  from  Penobfcot,  and  Croiul  from 
Canada,  appeared  among  the  Indians,  at 
a  conference  held  on  Arrowfic  Ifland,  with  July* 
Capt.  Penhallow,  the  commander  of  the 
garrifon,  and  brought  a  letter,  written  in 
the  name  of  the  feveral  tribes  of  Indians, 
directed  to  Governor  Shute ;  in  which  it 
was  declared,  c  that  if  the  Englifh  did  not 
(  remove  in  three  weeks,  they  would  kill 
c  them  and  their  cattle,  and  burn  their 
'  houfes/  An  additional  guard  was  fent 
down  j  but  the  government,  loth  to  come 
to  a  rupture,  and  defirous  if  poflible  to 
treat  with  the  Indians  feparately  from  the 
French  emifTaries,  invited  them  to  another 
conference,  which  invitation  they  treated 
with  neglect. 

In  the  fucceeding  winter,  a  party  under 
Col.  Thomas  Weftbrooke  was  ordered  to 
Noridgwog  to  ieize  Ralle.  They  arrived 
at  the  village  undifcovered,  but  before  they 
could  furround  his  houfe,  he  efcaped  into 
the  woods,  leaving  his  papers  in  his  flrong 
box,  which  they  brought  off  without  do- 
ing any  other  damage.  Among  thefe  pa- 
pers were  his  letters  of  correfpondence 
with  the  Governor  of  Canada,  by  which 

D2  it 
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1722.  it  clearly  appeared,  that  he  was  deeply  en- 
Vy"v~J    gaged  in  exciting  the  Indians  to  a  rupture,, 
and  had  promifed  to  affift  them . 

This  attempt  to  feize  their  fpiritual 
father,   could  not  long  be  unrevenged. 
PenLu*     The  next  fummer  they  took  nine  families 
SCmfpI  from  Merry-meeting  bay,  and  after  dif- 
%5'  miffing   fome   of  the  prifoners,  retained 

enough  to  fecure  the  redemption  of  their 
hoftages  and  fent  them  to  Canada.  About 
the  fame  time  they  made  an  attempt  on 
the  fort  at  St.  George's  -,  but  were  repulfed 
with  confiderable  lofs.  They  alfo  furprif- 
ed  fome  fliliing  vefiels  in  the  eaftern  har- 
bours ;  and  at  length  made  a  furious  at- 
tack on  the  town  of  Brunfwick,  which 
they  deftroyed.  This  action  determined 
the  government  to  iiTue  a  declaration  of 
war  againft  them,  which  was  publiihedm 
yuiy  25.     form  at  Bofton  and  Portfmouth. 

New-Hampfhire  being  feated  in  the 
bofom  of  MafTachufetts,  had  the  fame  in- 
tereft  to  ferve,  and  bore  a  proportionable 
fhare  of  all  thefe  tranfactions  and  the  ex- 
penfes  attending  them.  Walton,  who 
firfl  commanded  the  forces  fent  into  the 
eaftern  parts,  and  Weftbrooke,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  as  well  as  Penhallow,  the 
commander  of  the  fort  at  Arrowfic,  were 
New-Hampfhire  men;  the  two  former 

*    were 
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were  of  the  Council.     A  declaration  of    1722; 
war  being  made,  the  enemy  were  expected    ^"^ 
on  every  part  of  the  frontiers ;  and  the 
Affembly  were  obliged  to  concert  meafures 
for  their  fecurity,  after  an  interval  of 
peace  for  about  ten  years. 

The  ufual  route  of  the  Indians,  in  their 
marches  to  the  frontiers  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  was  by  the  way  of  Winipifeogee  lake. 
The  diftance  from  Cochecho  falls  in  the 
town  of  Dover,  to  the  foutheaft  bay  of 
that  lake,  is  about  thirty  miles.     It  was 
thought  that  if  a  road  could  be  opened  to. 
that  place,  and  a  fort  built  there,  the  ene- 
my would  be  prevented  from  coming  that 
way.   Orders  were  accordingly  iflued,  and 
a  party  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men 
were  employed  in  cutting  down  the  woods 
for  a  road  3  but  the  expenfe  fo  far  exceed- 
ed the  benefit  which  could  be  expected 
from  a  fort  at  fuch  a  diftance,  in  the  wil- 
dernefs,  to  be  fupplied  with   provifions 
and  ammunition  by  land  carriage,  which 
might  eafily  be  interrupted  by  the  enemy,  A<fcmWy 
that  the  defign  was  laid  afide,  and  the  old 
method  of  defence  by  fcouts  and  garri- 
fons  was  adopted.    Lieutenant  Governor 
Wentworth,  being  Commander  in  Chief 
in  Shute's  abfence,  was  particularly  careful 
to  fupply  thegarrifons  with  flores,  and  vifit 
D  3  them 


Records-. 
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1722.  them  in  perfon,  to  fee  that  the  duty  was 
Wnr°    regularly  performed  -,  for  which,  and  oth- 
er prudent  and  faithful  fervices,  he  fre- 
quently received  the  acknowledgments  of 
the  Anembly  and  grants  of  money,  gene- 
rally amounting  to  one  hundred  pounds 
at  every  feffion,  and   fometimes    more. 
They  alfo  took  care  to  inlift  men  for  two 
years,  and  to  eftablifh  the  wages  of  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  at  the  following  rates ; 
a  Captain,  at  feven  pounds  per  month ;  a 
Lieutenant,  four  pounds  5  a  Sergeant,  fif- 
ty-eight millings  j  a  Corporal,  forty-five 
millings,  and  a  private,  forty  millings.   A 
bounty  of  one  hundred  pounds  was  offer- 
ed for  every  Indian  fcalp.    The  difference 
between  the  currency  and  flerling,  was 
two  and  an  half  for  one. 
723.       The  firft  appearance  of  the  enemy  in 
«^^     New-Hampfhire,  was  at  Dover  5    where 
they  furprifed  and  killed  Jofeph  Ham,  and 
took  three  of  his  children ;  the  reft  of  the 
family  efcaped  to  the  garrifon.     Soon  af- 

paegneh96!w  ter  they  waylaid  the  road,  and  killed  Trif- 
tram  Heard.  Their  next  onfet  was  at 
Lamprey  River,  where  they  killed  Aaron 

Augud  »9.  Rawlins  and  one  of  his  children,  taking 
his  wife  and  three  children  captive.* 

The 

*  'This  Aaron  Rawlins  (whofe  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Edward  Tay« 
'  lor,  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  1704)  lived  upon  the  plantation 

•  tele 


N  E  W-H  AMPSHIRE.  $j 

The  next  fpring  they  killed  James  Nock,    1 724. 
one  of  the  elders  of  the  church  at  Oyfter  M^^ 
River,  as  he  was  returning  on  horfeback  ***?**** 

0    _  Hugh  Ad- 

from  letting  his  beaver  traps  in  tjie  woods.  »«>5- 

Soon 

4  left  by  Taylor,  about  half  a  mile  weft  from  Lamprey  River  landing, 
f  at  the  lower  falls  on  Pifcafick  River.     The  people  there  at  that  time, 

*  commonly  retired,  at  night?  to  the  garrifoned  houfes,  and  returned 
e  home  in  the  day  time  ;  but  that  night  they  negle&ed  to  retire  as  ufual. 
'  His  brother  Samuel  alfo  lived  about  half  a  mile  diftant  on  the  fame 
<  river.     Itfeems  the  Indian  fcout  confifted  of  eighteen,  who  probably 

*  had  been  reconnoitering  fome  time,  and  intended  to  have  deftroyed 
'  both  the  families,  and  for  that  purpofe  divided,  and  nine  went  to  each 

*  houfe  ;  but  the  party  that  went  to  Samuel  Rawlins's,  beating  in  the 
4  window,  and  finding  the  family  gone,  immediately  joined  their  com- 
'  panions,  who  were  engaged  at  Aaron's.    His  wife  went  out  at  the  door, 

*  perhaps  fooner  than  they  would  otherwife  have  afiaulted  the  houfe, 

*  and  was  immediately  feiaed,  and  one  or  two  of  her  children  who  fol- 
'  lowed  her.    Her  hufband  being  alarmed,  fecured  the  dcor  before  they 

*  could  enter,  and  with  his  eldeft  daughter,  about  twelve  years  old,  flood 

*  upon  his  defence,  repeatedly  firing  wherever  they  attempted  to  enter, 

*  and  at  the  fame  time  calling  earneftly  to  his  neighbors  for  help  ;  but 
'  the  people  in  the  feverat  garrifoned  houfes  near,  apprehending  from 
'  the  noife  and  inceffant  firing,  the  number  of  the  enemy  to  be  greater 
'than  they  were,  and  expecting  every  momentto  be  attacked  theonfeives, 

*  did  not  venture  to  come  to  his  afiiftance.  Having  for  fome  time 
'  bravely  withftood  fuch  unequal  force,  he  was  at  laft  killed  by  their 
'  random  mots  through  the  houfe,  which  they  then  broke  open,  and  kil- 
'  led  his  daughter.  They  fcalped  him,  and  cut  off  his  daughter's  head, 
'  either  through  hade,  or  probably  being  enraged  againft  her,  on  account 
'  of  the  afiiftance  {he  had  afforded  her  father  in  their  defence,  whichev- 
'  idently  appeared  by  her  hands  being  foiled  with  powder.  His  wife  and 
4  two  children,  a  fon  and  a  daughter,  they  carried  to  Canada  :  The 
6  woman  was  redeemed  in  a  few  years.  The  fon  was  adopted  by  the  In- 

*  dians,  and  lived  with  them  all  his  days  5  he    came  into  Pennycook 

*  with  the  Indians  after  the  peace,  and  exprefied  to  fome  people  with 
'whom  he  converged,  much  refentment  againft  his  uncle  Samuel  Raw- 
lins, on  fuppofing  he  had  detained  from  his  mother  fome  property  left 

«  by  his  father,  but  manifefted  no  defire  of  returning  to  Newmarket 
'  again.     The  daughter  married  with  a  Frenchman,  and  when  fhe  was 

*  near  fixty  years  old,  returned  with  her  hufband  to  her  native  place,  in 
'  expectation  of  recovering  the  patrimony  fhe  conceived  was  left  at  the 

*  deat  hof  her  father  :  But  the  eftate having  been  fold  by  her  grandfath- 
«er  Taylor's  adminiftrator,  they  were  difappointed,  and  after  a  year  or 

*  two  went  back  to  Canada.' 

This  account  was  collected  from  fome  of  the  furviving  fufferers,  and 
other  aged  perfons  who  were  witnefies  of  the  fcene,  by  Wentworth 
Chefwcll,  Efq.  of  NewmarkeU  D  4 
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17.24  Soon  after  they  appeared  at  Kingfton, 
r>~y     where    they    took    Peter   Colcord     and 

May  10.  J 

ms  of  Rev.  Ephraim  Stevens,  and  two   children  of 

Ward  *• 

ciark.  Ehenezer.  Stevens.  They  were  purfued 
by  fcouts  from  Kingfton  and  Londonder- 
ry, but  in  vain.  Colcord  made  his  efcape 
in  about  fix  months,  and  received  a  gratu- 
ity of  ten  pounds  from  the  Aflembly,  for 
Affembiy  his  '  courage  and  ingenuity,  and  for  the 
Rccovas.     <  account  he  gave  of  the  proceedings  of 

c  the  enemy.' 
May  24-  On  a  fabbath  day  they  ambufhed  the 
Penhaiiow  road  at  Oyfler  River,  and  killed  George 
Adlmt  Chefley,  and  mortally  wounded  Elizabeth 
Burnham,  as  they  were  returning  togeth- 
juae»,  er  from  public  worfhip.  In  a  few  days 
New-Ene-  more,  five  Indians  took  Thomas  Smith 
and  John  Carr  at  Chefter  3  and  after  car- 
rying them  about  thirty  miles,  bound 
them  and  lay  down  to  fleep  5  the  captives 
efcaped,  and  in  three  days  arrived  fafe  at 
a  garrifon  in  Londonderry. 

The  fettlements  at  Oyfter  River  being 
very  much  expofed ;  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers under  the  command  of  Abraham 
Benwick,  who  went  out  on  the  encourage- 
ment offered  by  the  government  for  fcalps, 
were  about  marching  to  make  difcoveries. 
It  happened  that  Mofes  Davis,  and  his 
fon  of  the  fame  name,  being  at  work  in 

their 


land  Cou 
rant. 


June  10. 
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their  corn  field,  went  to  a  brook  to  drink,    1724. 
where  they  difcovered  three  Indian  packs.     ^^ 
They  immediately  gave  notice  of  this  dif- 
covery  to  the  volunteer   company,  and 
went  before  to  guide  them  to  the  fpot. 
The  Indians  had  placed  themfelves  inam- 
bufh;  and  the  unhappy  father  and  fon 
were  both  killed.   The  company  then  fir- 
ed, killed  one  and  wounded  two  others,  *«***•* 
who  made  their  efcape,  though  they  were 
purfued  and  tracked  by  their  blood  to  a 
confiderable  diftance.     The  ilain  Indian 
was  a  perfon  of  diftinc~tion,  and  wore  a 
kind  of  coronet  of  fcarlet  dyed  fur,  with 
an  appendage  of  four  fmall  bells,  by  the 
found  of  which  the  others  might  follow 
him  through  the  thickets.     His  hair  was 
remarkably  foft  and  fine;   and  he  had 
about  him  a  devotional  book  and  a  mufter- 
roll  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  Indians ; 
from  which  circumftances  it  was  fuppof- 
ed  that  he  was  a  natural  fon  of  the  Jefuit 
Ralle,  by  an  Indian  woman  who  had  ferv-  Hugh  a*. 
ed  him  as  a  Iaundrefs.  His  fcalp  was  pre- 
fented  to  the   Lieutenant   Governor  in 
Council,  by  Robert  Burnham,   and  the  R«™ds.y 
promifed  bounty  was  paid  to  Capt.  Fran-  Jane,s% 
cis  Matthews,  in  truft  for  the  company. 

Within  the  town  of  Dover  were  many 
families  of  Quakers  -,  who,  fcrupling  the 

lawfulnefs 
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1724.  lawfulnefs  of  war,  could  not  be  perfuad- 


w*-y*^ 


ed  to  ufe  any  means  for  their  defence », 
though  equally  expofed  with  their  neigh- 
bours to  an  enemy  who  made  no  distinc- 
tion between  them.  One  of  thefe  people, 
Ebenezer  Downs,  was  taken  by  the  Indi^ 
ans,  and  was  grofsly  infulted  and  abufed 
by  them,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  dance  as 
the  other  prifoners  did,  for  the  diverfion 
of  their  favage  captors.  Another  of  them, 
John  Hanfon,  who  lived  on  the  outfide 
of  the  town,  in  a  remote  fituation, 
could  not  be  perfuaded  to  remove  to  a 
garrifon,  though  he  had  a  large  family 
of  children.  A  party  of  thirteen  Indi- 
ans, called  French  Mohawks,  had  mark- 
ed his  houfe  for  their  preyj  and  lay 
feveral  days  in  ambufh,  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  affault  it,  While  Hanfon 
with  his  eldeft  daughter  were  gone  to  at- 
tend the  weekly  meeting  of  friends,  and 
June  27.  his  two  eldeft  fons  were  at  work  in  a  mea- 
dow at  fome  di fiance;  the  Indians  enter- 
ed the  houfe,  killed  and  fcalped  two  fmall 
children,  and  took  his  wife,  with  her  in- 
fant of  fourteen  days  old,  her  nurfe,  two 
daughters  and  a  fon,  and  after  rifling  the 
houfe  carried  them  off.  This  was  done  fo 
fuddenly  and  fecretly,  that  the  firft  perfon 
who  difcovered  it  was  the  eldeft  daughter 

at 
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at  her  return  from  the  meeting  before  her  1 724, 
father.  Seeing  the  two  children  dead  at  w*v 
the  door,  me  gave  a  fhriek  of  diftrefs, 
which  was  diftinctly  heard  by  her  mother, 
then  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  among  the 
bufhes,  and  by  her  brothers  in  the 
meadow.  The  people  being  alarmed, 
went  in  purfuit ;  but  the  Indians  cauti- 
oufly  avoiding  all  paths,  went  off  with 
their  captives  undifcovered.  After  this 
difafter  had  befallen  his  family,  Hanfon 
removed  the  remainder  of  them  to  the 
houfe  of  his  brother  j  who,  though  of  the 
fame  religious  perfuafion  5  yet  had  a  num- 
ber of  lufly  fons,  and  always  kept  his  fire- 
arms in  good  order,  for  the  purpofe  of 
mooting  game.* 

Thefe  and  other  infolencies  of  the  en- 
emy being  daily  perpetrated  on  the  fron- 
tiers, caufed  the  governments  to  refolve  on 
an  expedition  to  Norridgwog.  The  Cap- 
tains 

*  This  account  is  given  as  collected  from  the  information  of  the 
family.  A  narrative  of  their  diftrefiesisin  print.  The  woman,  though 
of  a  tender  conftitution,  had  a  firm  and  vigorous  mind,  and  paffed 
through  the  various  hard  (hips  of  an  Indian  captivity,  with  much  refo- 
lution  and  patience.  When  her  milk  failed,  flie  fupported  her  infant 
with  water,  which Ihe  warmed  in  her  mouth,  and  dropped  on  her  breafr, 
till  the  fquavvs  taught  her  to  beat  the  kernel  of  walnuts  and  boil  it  with 
bruifed  corn,  which  proved  a  nourilhing  food  for  her  babe.  They  were 
all  fold  to  the  French  in  Canada.  Hanfon  went  the  next  fpring  and  re- 
deemed his  wife,  the  three  younger  children  and  the  nui  fe,  but  he  could 
not  obtain  the  elder  daughter  of  feventeen  years  old,  though  he  faw  and 
converfed  with  her.  He  alio  redeemed  Ebenezer  Downs.  He  made 
a  fecond  attempt  in  1727,  but  died  at  Crown-point,  on  his  way  to  Can- 
ada. The  girl  was  married  to  a  Frenchman,  and  never  returned. 
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1724.  tains  Moulton  and  Harman,  both  of  York, 

,"V",J     each  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  one  hun- 
dred  men,    executed  their   orders   with 

Auguiiiz.  great  addrefs.  They  completely  invefted 
and  furprifed-  that  village  3  killed  the  ob- 

toTiticQ.  noxious  Jefuit  with  about  eighty  of  his 
Indians  \  recovered  three  captives ;  des- 
troyed the  chapel,  and  brought  away  the 
plate  and  furniture  of  the  altar,  and  the 

New-Eng-  devotional  flag,  as  trophies  of  their  viclory. 

r*ht,  Ralle  was  then  in  the  fixty-eighth  year  of 
his  age,  and  had  refided  in  his  million  at 
Norridgwog  twenty-fix  years  5  having  be- 
fore fpent  fix  years  in  travelling  among 

Sf  Ad,  tne  Indian  nations,  in  the  interior  parts 

«»s;        0f  America, 

The  parties  of  Indians  who  were  abroad, 
continued  to  ravage  the  frontiers.  Two 
men  being  miffing  from  Dunftable,  a  fcout 
of  eleven  went  in  quefr.  of  them  5  they  were 

sept.  5.     fired  upon  by  thirty  of  the  enemy,  and 

landcou-  nine  of  them  were  killed  :  The  other  two 
made  their  efcape,  though  one  of  them 
was  badly  wounded.     Afterward  another 

penbatiow,  company  fell  into  their  ambufh  and  en.r 

page  xo .  gaget[  them  .  but.  the  enemy  being  Supe- 
rior in  number  overpowered  them,  killed 
one  and  wounded  four,  the  reft  retreated. 

Stt  At  Kingfton,  Jabez  Colman  and  his  fon 
Jofeph,  were  killed  as  they  were  at  work  in 

their 
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their  field.  The  fuccefs  of  the  forces  1724. 
at  Norridgwog  and  the  large  premium  of-  u"v~'"i' 
fered  for  fcalps,  having  induced  feveral 
volunteer  companies  to  go  out,  they  vifit- 
ed  one  after  another  of  the  Indian  villa- 
ges, but  found  them  deferted.  The  fate 
of  Norridgwog  had  ftruck  fuch  a  terror 
into  them,  that  they  did  not  think  them- 
felves  fafe  at  any  of  their  former  places 
of  abode,  and  occupied  them  as  refting 
places  only,  when  they  were  fcouting  or 
hunting. 

One  of  thefe  volunteer  companies,  un- 
der the  command  of  Capt.  John  Love- 
well  of  Dunftable,  was  greatly  diftinguifh- 
ed,  firft  by  their  fuccefs  and  afterward  iow,p.ig7. 
by  their  misfortunes.  This  company  con- 
fided of  thirty ;  at  their  firft  excurfion  to 
the  northward  of  Winipifeogee  lake,  they 
difcovered  an  Indian  wigwam  in  which 
were  a  man  and  a  boy.  They  killed  and  ec' I2' 
fcalped  the  man  and  brought  the  boy  alive 
to  Bofton,  where  they  received  the  re- 
ward, promifed  by  law,  and  a  handfome 
gratuity  befides. 

By  this  fuccefs  his^  company  was  aug- 
mented to  feventy.     They  marched  again, 
and  viliting  the  place  where  they  had  kil- 
led the  Indian,  found  his  body  as  they  had  ,^J^"*" 
left  it  two  months  before.     Their  provi-  rant. 

fion 


62  HISTORY   OF 

1725.  fion  falling  fhort,  thirty  of  them  were 
]w'^  difmiffed  by  lot  and  returned.  The  re- 
Hugh  Ad.  rnaining  forty  continued  their  march  till 
they  difcovered  a  track,  which  they  fol- 
Feb.  20.  lowed  till  they  faw  a  fmoke  juft  before 
funfet,  by  which  they  judged  that  the  en- 
emy were  encamped  for  the  night.  They 
kept  themfelves  concealed  till  after  mid- 
night ;  when  they  filently  advanced,  and 
difcovered  ten  Indians  afleep,  round  a  fire, 
by  the  fide  of  a  frozen  pond.  Lovewell 
now  determined  to  make  fure  work ;  and 
placing  his  men  conveniently,  ordered  part 
of  them  to  fire,  five  at  once,  as  quick  after 
each  other  as  pofiible,  and  another  part 
to  refer ve  their  fire :  He  gave  the  fignal, 
by  firing  his  own  gun,  which  killed  two 
of  them ;  the  men  firing  according  to  or- 
der, killed  five  more  on  the  fpot ;  the  oth- 
er three  ftarting  up  from  their  fleep,  two 
of  them  were  immediately  fliot  dead  by 
the  referve  ;  the  other,  though  wounded, 
attempted  to  efcape  by  croffing  the  pond, 
but  was  feized  by  a  dog  and  held  faft  till 
they  killed  him.  Thus  in  a  few  minutes 
the  whole  company  was  deftroyed,"  and 
fome  attempt  againft  the  frontiers  of 
New-Hampfhire  prevented  -,  for  thefe  In- 
dians were  marching  from  Canada,  well 
furnifhed  with  new  guns,  and  plenty  of 

ammunition ; 
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ammunition  j  they  had  alfb  a  number  of    1725. 
fpare  blankets,  mockafeens  and  fnow-fhoes  „  ^y 

■T  >  Penhal- 

for  the  accommodation  of  the  prifoners  iow,p.ne. 
whom  they  expelled  to  take,  and  were 
within  two  days  march  of  the  frontiers. 
The  pond  where  this  exploit  was  perform* 
ed  is  at  the  head  of  a  branch  of  Salmon* 
fall  River,  in  the  townfhip  of  Wakefield, 
and  has  ever  fince  borne  the  name  of  Love* 
well's  pond.  The  action  is  fpoken  of  by 
elderly  people,  at  this  diftance  of  time, 
with  an  air  of  exultation  y  and  confider- 
ing  the  extreme  difficulty  of  finding  and 
attacking  Indians  in  the  woods,  and  the 
judicious  manner  in  which  they  were  fo 
completely  furprifed,  it  was  a  capital  ex- 
ploit. 

The  brave  company,  with  the  ten  fcalps 
ftretched  on  hoops,  and  elevated  on  poles,  Feb.  24* 
entered  Dover  in  triumph,  and  proceeded 
thence  to  Bofton  ;  where  thev  received  the 
bounty  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  each, 
out  of  the  public  treafury.  March  9. 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  Lovewell 
marched  a  third  time  -,  intending  to  attack 
the  villages  of  Pigwacket,  on  the  upper  Apnl  l  ' 
part  of  the  river  Saco,  which  had  been  the 
refidence  of  a  formidable  tribe,  and  which 
they  ftill  occafionally  inhabited.  His  com-  „ 

...  r-o  r  r  c  Symmes  s 

pany  at  this  time  confuted  of  forty-fix,  in-  Memoirs. 

eluding 
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1725.  eluding  a  chaplain  and  furgeon  :  Two 
of  them  proving  lame,  returned  :  Anoth- 
er falling  fick,  they  halted  and  built  a 
ftockade  fort,  on  the  weft  fide  of  great 
OfTapy  pond ;  partly  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  fick  man,  and  partly  for  a 
place  of  retreat  in  cafe  of  any  misfortune. 
Here  the  furgeon  was  left  with  the  lick 
man,  and  eight  of  the  company  for  a 
guard.  The  number  was  now  reduced 
to  thirty-four.  Purfuing  their  march  to 
the  northward,  they  came  to  a  pond, 
about  twenty-two  *  miles  diftant  from  the 
fort,  and  encamped  by  the  fide  of  it.  Ear- 
ly the  next  morning,  while  at  their  devo- 
tions, they  heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  and 
difcovered  a  fingle  Indian,  Handing  on  a 
point  of  land,  which  runs  into  the  pond, 
more  than  a  mile  diftant.  They  had  been 
alarmed  the  preceding  night  by  noifes 
round  their  camp,  which  they  imagined 
were  made  by  Indians,  and  this  opinion 
was  now  ftrengthened.  They  fufpe&ed 
that  the  Indian  was  placed  there  to  decoy 
them,  and  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  was 
in  their  front.  A  confutation  being  held 
they  determined  to  march  forward,  and  by 
encompaffing  the  pond,  to  gain  the  place 
where  the  Indian  flood  j   and  that  they 

might 

*  The  printed  accounts  fay  forty  ;  it  is  probable  that  the  march 


M»y 


was  circuitous. 
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knight  be  ready  for  action,  they  difencum-    1725* 
bered  themfelves  of  their  packs,  and  left 
them,  without  a  guard,  at  the  northeafl 
end  of  the  pond,  in  a  pitch-pine  plain, 
where  the  trees  were  thin  and  the  brakes, 
at  that  time  of  the  year,  fmali.     It  hap- 
pened that  Lovewell's  march  had  crofled  a 
carrying-place,  by  which  two  parties  of 
Indians,  cotififting  of  forty-one  men,  com- 
manded by  Paugus  and  Wahwa,  who  had 
been  fcouting  down  Saco  river,  were  re- 
turning to  the  lower  village  of  Pigwacket, 
diflant  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  this 
pond.     Having  fallen  on  his  track,  they 
followed  it  till  they  came  to  the  packs, 
which  they  removed  -,  and  counting  them5 
found  the  number  of  his  men  to  be  lefs 
than  their  own  :  They  therefore  placed 
themfelves  in  ambufh,  to  attack  them  on 
their  return.     The  Indian  who  had  flood 
on  the  point,  and  was  returning  to  the  vil- 
lage, by  another  path,  met  them,  and  re- 
ceived their  fire,  which  he  returned,  and 
wounded  Lovewell  and  another  withfmall 
fliot.     Lieutenant  Wyman  firing  again, 
killed  him,  and  they  took  his  fcalp.*     See- 

*  This  Indian  has  been  celebrated  as  a  hero,  and  ranked  with  the 
Roman  Curtius}  who  devoted  himfelf  to  death  to  fave  his  country.  (See 
Hutchinfon's  hiftoiy,  vol.  II,  page  315.) 

Having  been  on  the  fpot  where  this  celebrated  action  happened,  and 
&av'n>g  converfed.  with  perfons  who  were  acejiuirited  with  the  Indians  of 

Fi^wacker., 

Tit 
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1725.  ing  no  other  enemy,  they  returned  to  the 
W-J  place  where  they  had  left  their  packs,  and 
while  they  were  looking  for  them,  the  In- 
dians rofe  and  ran  toward  them  with  a 
horrid  yelling.  A  fmart  firing  commenc- 
ed on  both  fides,  it  being  now  about  ten 
of  the  clock.  Captain  Lovewell  and  eight 
more  were  killed  on  the  fpot.  Lieutenant 
Farwell  and  two  others  were  wounded : 
Several  of  the  Indians  fell  y  but,  being  fu- 
perior  in  number,  they  endeavoured  to 
furround  the  party,  who,  perceiving  their 
intention,  retreated  -,  hoping  to  be  flicker- 
ed by  a  point  of  rocks  which  ran  into  the 
pond,  and  a  few  large  pine  trees  Handing 
on  a  fandy  beach.  In  this  forlorn  place 
they  took  their  ftation.  On  their  right 
was  the  mouth  of  a  brook,  at  that  time 
unfordable ;  on  their  left  was  the  rocky 
point  j  their  front  was  partly  covered  by 
a  deep  bog  and  partly  uncovered,  and  the 
pond  was  in  their  rear.  The  enemy  gall- 
ed them  in  front  and  flank,  and  had  them 
fo  completely  in  their  power,  that  had  they 

made 

Igwacket,  before  and  after  this  battle;  I  am  convinced  that  there  Is 
no  foundation  for  the  idea  that  he  was  placed  there  as  a  decoy  ;  and  that 
he  had  no  claim  to  the  character  of  a  hero.  The  point  on  which  he 
flood  is  a  noted  Ji/hing  place  ;  the  gun  which  alarmed  Lovewell's  com- 
pany was  fired  at  a  flock  of  ducks ;  and  when  they  met  him  he  was  is* 
turning  home  with  his  game  and  two  fowling  pieces.  The  village  was 
fituated  at  the  edge  of  the  meadow,  on  Saco  river ;  which  here  forms  a 
large  bead.  The  remains  of  the  flockades  were  found  by  the  firft  fet- 
tiers,  forty  years  afterward.     The  pond  is  in  the  townfhip  of  Frieburjj,. 
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made  a  prudent  life  of  their  advantage,  1725. 
the  whole  company  muft  either  have  been  ^"^ 
killed,  or  obliged  to  furrenderatdifcretion; 
being  deftitute  of  a  mouthful  of  fufte* 
nance  and  an  efcape  being  impracticable. 
Under  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Wyman 
they  kept  up  their  fire,  and  fhewed  a  refo- 
lute  countenance,  all  the  remainder  of  the 
day  j  during  which  their  chaplain,  Jona- 
than Frie,  Enfign  Robbins,  and  one  more, 
were  mortally  wounded.  The  Indians  in- 
vited them  to  furrender,  by  holding  up 
ropes  to  them,  and  endeavored  to  intimi- 
date them  by  their  hideous  yells ;  but  they 
determined  to  die  rather  than  yield ;  and 
by  their  well  directed  fire,  the  number  of 
the  favages  was  thinned,  and  their  cries 
became  fainter,  till,  jufl  before  night,  they 
quitted  their  advantageous  ground,  carry- 
ing off  their  killed  and  wounded,  and  leav- 
ing the  dead  bodies  of  Lovewell  and  his 
men  unfcalped.  The  fhattered  remnant 
of  this  brave  company,  collecting  them- 
felves  together,  found  three  of  their  num- 
ber unable  to  move  from  the  fpot,  eleven 
wounded  but  able  to  march,  and  nine 
who  had  received  no  hurt.  It  was  mel- 
ancholy to  leave  their  dying  companions 
behind,  but  there  was  no  pofiibility  of  re- 
moving them.  One  of  them,  enfign  Rob- 
E  2  bins, 
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1725.  bins,  defired  them  to  lay  his  gun  by  him5 
?V*V"*J    charged,  that  if  the  Indians  fhould  return 
before  his  death  he  might  be  able  to  kill 
one  more.     After  the  rifing  of  the  moon, 
they  quitted  the  fatal  fpot,  and  directed 
their  march  toward  the  fort,  where  the 
furgeon  and  guard  had  been  left.     To 
their  great  furprife  they  found  it  deferted. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  action,  one  man 
( whofe  name  has  not  been  thought  worthy 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity)  quitted  the 
field,  and  fled  to  the  fort  5  where,  in  the 
flyle  of  Job's  melTengers,  he  informed  them 
of  Lovewell's  death,  and  the  defeat  of  the 
whole  company ;  upon  which  they  made 
the  bell  of  their  way  home  5  leaving  a 
quantity  of  bread  and  pork,  which  was  a 
feafonable  relief  to  the  retreating  furviv- 
ors.    From  this  place,  they  endeavored  to 
get  home.     Lieutenant  Farwell  and  the 
chaplain,  who  had  the  journal  of  the 
march  in  his  pocket,  and  one  more,  per- 
ifhed  in  the  woods,  for  want  of  drefling 
for  their  wounds.     The  others,  after  en- 
during the  moil  fevere  hardships,  came  in 
one  after  another,  and  were  not  only  re- 
ceived with  joy,  but  were  recompenfed  for 
their  valor,  and  fufferings ;  and  a  gener- 
ous provifion  was  made  for  the  widows 
and  children  of  the  flain. 

A  party 
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A  party  from  the  frontiers  of  New-    1725 


u-v*^ 


Hampfliire,  were  ordered  out  to  bury  the 
dead ;  but  by  fome  miftake  did  not  reach 
the  place  of  action.  Colonel  Tyng,  with 
a  company  from  Dunftable,  went  to  the 
fpot,  and  having  found  the  bodies  of 
twelve,  buried  them,  and  carved  their 
names  on  the  trees  where  the  battle  was 
fought.  At  a  little  diftance  he  found 
three  Indian  graves,  which  he  opened; 
one  of  the  bodies  was  known  to  be  their 
warrior  Paugus.  He  alfo  obferved  tracks 
of  blood,  on  the  ground,  to  a  great  dift- 
ance from  the  fcene  of  action.  It  was  re- 
marked that  a  week  before  this  engage-  Penh3{ 
ment  happened,  it  had  been  reported  in 
Portfmouth,  at  the  diftance  of  eighty  miles, 
with  but  little  variation  from  the  truth. 
Such  incidents  were  not  uncommon,  and 
could  fcarcely  deferve  notice,  if  they  did 
not  indicate  that  a  tafte  for  the  marvellous 
was  not  extinguished  in  the  minds  of  the 
moft  fober  and  rational. 

This  was  one  of  the  moft  fierce  and  ob- 
ftinate  battles  which  had  been  fought 
with  the  Indians.  They  had  not  only  the 
advantage  of  numbers,  but  of  placing 
themfelves  in  ambufh,  and  waiting  with, 
deliberation  the  moment  of  attack.  Thefe 
circumftances  gave  them  a  -degree  of  ardor 
E  3  and 


low's  Indie 
an  wats. 
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1725.  and  impetuofity.  Lovewell  and  his  men; 
though  difappointed  of  meeting  the  ene- 
my in  their  front,  expected  and  determin- 
ed to  fight.  The  fall  of  their  commander, 
and  more  than  one  quarter  of  their  number, 
in  the  firft  onfet,  was  greatly  difcouraging ; 
but  they  knew  that  the  fituation  to  which 
thev  were  reduced,  and  their  diftance  from 
the  frontiers,  cut  off  all  hope  of  fafety  from 
flight.  In  thefe  circumftances,  prudence 
as  well  as  valor  dictated  a  continuance  of 
the  engagement,  and  a  refufal  to  furrender; 
until  the  enemy,  awed  by  their  brave  re- 
finance, and  weakened  by  their  own  lofs, 
yielded  them  the  honor  of  the  field.  Af- 
ter this  encounter  the  Indians  refided  no 
more  at  Pigwacket,  till  the  peace.* 

The  conduct  of  the  Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil,  Governor  of  Canada,  was  fo  flag- 
rant a  breach  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  fub- 
fifling  between  the  Crowns  of  England 
and  France,  that  it  was  thought,  a  fpirit- 
ed  remonftrance  might  make  him  afham- 
ed,  and  produce  fome  beneficial  effects. 
With  this  view,  the  General  Court  of 
MafTachufets  propofed  to  the  Colonies  of 

New- York, 

*  This  account  of  Lovewell's  battle  is  collected  from  the  authorities 
eked  in  the  margin,  and  from  the  verbal  information  of  aged  and  intel- 
ligent perfons.  The  names  of  the  dead,  on  the  trees,  and  the  holes 
where  balls  hid  entered  and  been  cutout,  were  plainly  vifible,  when  \ 
was  on  the  fpot  in  1784.  The  trees  had  the  appearance  of  being  very 
old,  and  one  of  them  was  fajlen. 
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New- York,  Conne&icut,  Rhode-Ifland  1725. 
and  New-Hampfhire,  to  join  in  fending  v*"w 
Commiffioners  to  Canada  on  this  errand. 
New  Hampfhire  was  the  only  one  which 
confented;  and  Theodore  Atkinfon  was 
appointed  on  their  part,  to  join  with  Wil- 
liam Dudley  and  Samuel  Thaxter  on  the 
part  of  Maflachufetts.* 

The  inftruc~tions  which  they  received 
from  the  Lieutenant  Governors,  Dummer 
and  Wentworth,  by  advice  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  AfTembly  of  each  Province,  were 
nearly  fimilar.  They  were  to  demand  of  fettsand  * 
the  French  Governor,  reftitution  of  the  aireE* 
captives  who  had  been  carried  into  Can- 
ada; to  remonftrate  to  him  on  his  injus- 
tice and  breach  of  friendfhip,  in  counted 
nancing  the  Indians  in  their  hoftilities 
againfl  the  people  of  New-England ;  to 
infill  on  his  withdrawing  his  afiiftance  for 
the  future  ;  and  to  obferve  to  him,  that  if 
in  the  farther  profecution  of  the  war,  our 
Indian  allies,  fhould  in  their  purfuit  of 
the  enemy  commit  hoftilities  againfl  the 
French,  the  blame  would  be  entirely 
chargeable  to  himfelf .  If  the  French  Gov- 
ernor or  the  Indians,  fhould  make  any  over- 
tures for  peace,  they  were  empowered  to 

give 

*  Mr,  Hutchinfon  in  his  hJftory,  has  not  (Vid  a  word  refpeftijig  this 
erabifiy. 

E4 
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1725.  give  them  paflports,  to  come  either  to 
^^v^  Bolton  or  Portfmouth,  for  that  purpofe, 
and  to  return  -,  but  they  were  not  to  enter 
into  any  treaty  with  them.  The  Com- 
miffioners  were  alfo  furnifhed  with  the 
original  letters  of  Vaudreuil  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  New-England,  and  to  the  Jefuit 
Ralle,  and  with  copies  of  the  feveral  trea- 
ties which  had  been  made  with  the  Indi- 
an. 20.  ans.  The  gentlemen  went  by  the  way  of 
Albany,  and  over  the  lakes,  on  the  ice,  to 
Montreal,  where  they  arrived  after  a  tedi- 
ous and  dangerous  journey. 

The  Marquis,  who  happened  to  be  at 
Montreal,  received  and  entertained  them 
with  much  politenefs.  Having  delivered 
their  letters,  and  produced  their  commif- 
lions,  they  prefented  their  remonftrance  in 
writing,  and  made  the  feveral  demands 
agreeably  to  their  inftructions ;  ufing  this 
among  other  arguments,  *  Thofe  Indians 

*  dwell  either  in  the  dominions  of  the  King 
4  of  Great-Britain,  or  in  the  territories  of 

*  the  French  King :  If  in  the  French  King's 
Atkmfoivs  *  dominions,  the  violation  of  the  peace  19 
Msjoum,  <  very  flagrant,  they  then  being  his  fub- 

4  jecls ;  but  if  they  are  fubjecls  of  the  Brit- 
4  ifh  Crown,  then  much  more  is  it  a  breach 
4  of  the  peace,  to  excite  a  rebellion  among 
4  the  fubjects  of  his  Majefty  of  Great- 
I  Britain/  '  The 
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The  Governor  gave  them  no  written  1725, 
anfwer ,  but  denied  that  the  Abenaquis  ^"^ 
were  under  his  government,  and  that  he 
had  either  encouraged  or  fupplied  them  for 
the  purpofe  of  war.  He  faid  that  he  confid- 
ered  them  as  an  independent  nation,  and 
that  the  war  was  undertaken  by  them,  in 
defence  of  their  lands,  which  had  been  in- 
vaded by  the  people  of  New-England. 
The  Commiffioners  in  reply,  informed 
him,  that  the  lands  for  which  the  Indians 
had  quarrelled,  were  fairly  purchafed  of 
their  anceftors,  and  had  been  for  many 
years  inhabited  by  the  Englifh.  They 
produced  his  own  letters  to  the  Governors 
of  New-England,  in  which  he  had  (incon- 
latently,  and  perhaps  inadvertently)  flyl- 
ed  thefe  Indians  c  fubjecls  of  the  King  of 
*  France/  They  alfo  alleged  the  feveral 
treaties  held  with  them  as  evidence  that 
they  had  acknowledged  themfelves  fub- 
je6ts  of  the  Britifh  Grown  5  and,  to  his 
great  mortification,  they  alfo  produced 
his  own  original  letters  to  the  Jefuit  Ral- 
le,  which  had  been  taken  at  Norridgwog, 
in  which  the  evidence  of  his  affifting  and 
encouraging  them  in  the  war  was  too  flag- 
rant to  admit  of  palliation.  Farther  to 
ftrengthen  this  part  of  their  argument, 
theyprefented  to  the  Governor,  a  Mohawk 

whom 
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1725".  whom  they  had  met  with  at  Montreal, 


v^v^ 


who,  according  to  his  own  voluntary  ac- 
knowledgment, had  been  fupplied  by  the 
Governor  with  arms,  ammunition  and 
provifion  to  engage  in  the  war,  and  had 
killed  one  man  and  taken  another  whom 
he  had  fold  in  Canada. 

In  addition  to  what  was  urged  by  the 
Commimoners  in  general  5  Mr.  Atkinfon, 
on  the  part  of  New-Hampfhire,  entered 
into  a  particular  remonftrance  -,  alleging 
that  the  Indians  had  no  caufe  of  contro- 
verfy  with  that  Province,  the  lands  in 
queflion  being  out  of  their  claim.  To 
this  the  Governor  anfwered,  that  New- 
Hampfhire  was  a  part  of  the  fame  nation, 
and  the  Indians  could  make  no  diftinction. 
Atkinfon  afked  him  why  they  did  not  for 
the  fame  reafon  make  war  on  the  people 
of  Albany  ?    The    Governor  anfwered, 

*  The  people  of  Albany  have  fent  a  mef- 

*  fage  to  pray  me  to  reflrain  the  favages 
'from  molefting  them ;  in  a  manner  very 
'  different  from  your  demands :'  To  which 
Atkinfon  with  equal  fpirit  replied,  '  Your 

*  Lordfhip  then  is  the  right  perfon,  for 
1  our  Governments  to  apply  to,  if  the  In- 

*  dians  are  fubjecl:  to  your  orders.' 

Finding  himfelf  thus  clofely  prefled, 
he  promifed  to  do  what  lay  in  his  power 

to 
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to -bring  them  to  an  accommodation,  and  1725. 
to  reftore  thofe  captives  who  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  French,  on  the  payment  of 
what  they  had  cofl  5  and  he  engaged  to 
fee  that  no  unreafonable  demands  mould 
be  made  by  the  perfons  who  held  them  in 
fervitude  >,  as  to  thofe  who  ftill  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  he  faid,  he 
had  no  power  over  them,  and  could  not 
engage  for  their  redemption.  He  com- 
plained in  his  turn,  of  the  Governor  of 
New- York,  for  building  a  fort  on  the  riv- 
er Onondago,  and  faid,  that  he  mould 
look  upon  that  proceeding  as  a  breach  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  -,  and  he  boafted  that 
he  had  the  five  nations  of  the  Iroquois  fo 
much  under  his  influence,  that  he  could 
at  any  time,  caufe  them  to  make  war  up- 
on the  fubjecls  of  Great-Britain. 

The  Commihl oners  employed  themfelves 
very  diligently  in  their  inquiries  refpeel:- 
ing  the  captives,  and  in  fettling  the  terms 
of  their  redemption.  They  fucceeded  in 
effecting  the  ranfom  of  fixteen,  and  engag- 
ing for  ten  others.  The  Governor  oblig- 
ed the  French,  who  held  them,  to  abate  of 
their  demands  -,  but  after  all,  they  were 
paid  for  at  an  exorbitant  rate.  He  was 
extremely  defirous,  that  the  gentlemen 
mould  have  an  interview  with  the  Indians, 

who 
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1725.  who  were  at  war;  and  for  this  purpofe, 
fent  for  a  number  of  them  from  the  vil- 
lage of  St.  Francis,  and  kept  them  con- 
cealed in  Montreal.  The  Commiflioners 
had  repeatedly  told  him,  that  they  had  no 
power  to  treat  with  them,  and  that 
they  would  not  fpeak  to  them  unlefs  they 
fhould  defire  peace.  At  his  requeft,  the 
chiefs  of  the  Nipiflins  vifited  the  Commif- 
fioners,  and  faid  that  they  difapproved  the 
war  which  their  children  the  Abenaquis 
had  made,  and  would  perfuade  them  to 
afk  for  peace.  After  a  variety  of  manoeu- 
vres, the  Governor  at  length  promifed  the 
Commiflioners,  that  if  they  would  confent 
to  meet  the  Indians  at  his  houfe,  they 
fhould  fpeak  firft.  This  aflurance  produc- 
ed an  interview;  and  the  Indians  aiked 
the  commiflioners  whether  they  would 
make  propofals  of  peace?  they  anfwered, 
No.     The  Indians  then  propofed,  that  f  if 

*  the  Englifh  would  demolifh  all  their 

*  forts,  and  remove  one  mile  weflward  of 
c  Saco  river ;  if  they  would  rebuild  their 
(  church  at  Norridgwog,  and  re/lore  to  them 
€  their  prieji,  they  would  be  brothers  again/ 
The  Commiflioners  told  them  that  they 
had  no  warrant  to  treat  with  them  j  but 
if  they  were  difpofed  for  peace,  they  fhould 
have  fafe  conduct  to  and  from  Bofton  or 
Portfmouth  ;  and  the  Governor  promifed 

to 
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to  fend  his  fon  with  them  to  fee  juftice  1725. 
done.  They  anfwered,  that e  this  was  the 
*  only  place  to  conclude  peace,  as  the  na- 
'  tions  were  near  and  could  readily  attend/ 
The  Governor  would  have  had  them  recede 
from  their  propofals,  which  he  laid  were 
unreafonable,  and  make  others ;  but  fath- 
er Le  Chafe,  a  Jefuit,  being  prefent,  and 
acting  as  interpreter  for  the  Indians,  em- 
barraffed  the  matter  fo  much  that  nothing 
more  was  propofed.  It  was  obferved  by 
the  commiflioners,  that  when  they  con- 
verted with  the  Governor  alone,  they 
found  him  more  candid  and  open  to  con- 
viction, than  when  Le  Chafe,  or  any  oth- 
er Jefuit  was  prefent ;  and,  through  the 
whole  of  their  negoeiation,  it  evidently 
appeared,  that  the  Governor  himfelf,  as* 
well  as  the  Indians,  were  fubjecr.  to  the 
powerful  influence  of  thefe  eccleuaftics ; 
of  whom  there  was  a  feminary  in  Canada  5 
under  the  direction  of  the  Abbe  de  Bel- 
mont. 

Having  completed  their  bufinefs,  and 
the  rivers  and  lakes  being  clear  of  ice,  the 
Commiflioners  took  their  leave  of  the  Gov-- 
ernor,  and  fet  out  on  their  return,  with 
the  redeemed  captives,  and  a  guard  of  fol~ 
diers,  which  the  Governor  ordered  to  at- 
tend them,  as  far  as  Crown-point,    They 

went 
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1725.  went  down  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the 

w-v"w     mouth  of  the  Sorel,  then  up  that  river  to 

Chamblee,  and  through  the  lakes  to  fort 

Nicholfon.     After  a  pleafant  paflage,  of 

May  x*     {even  days,  they  arrived  at  Albany. 

Here  they  found  Cornmiflioners  of  In- 
dian affairs  for  the  Province  of  New- York, 
to  whom  they  communicated  the  obferva- 
tions  which  they  had  made  in  Canada, 
and  what  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  had 
faid  refpecting  the  five  nations,  and  the 
fort  at  Onandago.  There  being  a  deputa- 
tion from  thefe  nations  at  Albany,  they  held 
a  conference  with  them,  and  gave  them 
belts  j  requeuing  their  afiiftance  in  eflab- 
lifhing  a  peace  with  the  Abenaquis.  From 
this  place  Mr.  Atkinfon  wrote  to  M.  Cav- 
*  anielle,  fon  of  the  Marquis,  acknowledg- 
ing the  polite  reception  the  Cornmiflion- 
ers had  met  with  from  the  family;  fub- 
joining  a  copy  of  the  information  which 
they  had  given  to  the  Cornmiflioners  of 
New- York;  and  promifmg,  that  a  due 
reprefentation  fhould  be  made,  to  the 
Kings  of  England  and  France,  on  the  fub- 
jecl:  of  their  negociation. 

The  report  of  the  Cornmiflioners  being 
laid  before  the  Aflemblies  of  Maflachufetts 
and  New-Hampfhire,  it  was  determined 
to  profecute  the  war  with  vigor.     Orders 

were 
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were  iffued  for  the  defence  and  fupply  of    1725. 
the  frontiers,  and  for  the  encouragement  ^^ 
of  ranging  parties,  both  volunteers  and   Records* 
militia.     A  petition  was  fent  to  the  King, 
complaining  of  the  French  Governor,  and 
defiring  that  orders  might  be  given  to  the 
other  Colonies  of  New-England,  and  to 
New- York,  to  furnifh  their  quotas  of  af- 
liftance,  in  the  further  profecution  of  the 
war ;  and  letters  were  written  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New-York,  requefting  that  fuch 
of  the  hoftile  Indians  as  fhould  refort  to 
Albany,  might  be  feized  and  fecured. 

The  good  effects  of  this  million  to  Can- 
ada were  foon  vifible.  One  of  the  Indian 
hoftages  who  had  been  detained  at  Bofton 
through  the  whole  war,  together  with  one 
who  had  been  taken,  were  allowed  on  their 
parole,  to  vifit  their  countrymen;  and 
they  returned  with  a  requeft  for  peace. 
Commiffioners  from  both  Provinces  went 
to  St.  George's  -,  where  a  conference  was 
held,  which  ended  in  a  propofal  for  a  far- 
ther treaty  at  Bolton.  In  the  mean  time, 
fome  of  the  enemy  were  difpofed  for  furth- 
er mifchief .  Thofe  who  had  been  con- 
cerned in  taking  Hanfon's  family  at  Dov- 
er, in  a  fhort  time  after  their  redemption 
and  return,  came  dov/n  with  a  defign  to 
take  them  again,  as  they  had  threatened 

them   . 
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1725.  them  before  they  left  Canada.     When 

seT'     tney  kac* come  near  tne  houfe,  they  obferv- 
ed  fome  people  at  work  in  a  neighbouring 
field,  by  which  it  was  necefTary  for  them 
to  pafs,  both  in  going  and  returning. 
This  obliged  them  to  alter  their  purpofe, 
and  conceal  themfelves  in  a  barn,  till  they 
were  ready  to  attack  them.    Two  women 
panned  by  the  barn,  while  they  were  in  it, 
and  had  juft  reached  the  garrifon  as  the 
guns  were  fired.     They  mot  Benjamin 
Evans  dead  on  the  fpot  j  wounded  Willi- 
am Evans  and  cut  his  throat ;  John  Evans 
received  a  flight  wound  in  the  breaft, 
which  bleeding  plentifully,  deceived  them, 
and  thinking  him  dead,  they  dripped  and 
fcalped  him  :  He  bore  the  painful  opera- 
tion without  difcovering  any  ligns  of  life, 
though  all  the  time  in  his  perfec~l  fenfes, 
and  continued  in  the  feigned  appearance 
of  death,  till  they  had  turned  him  over, 
and  flruck  him  feveral  blows  with  their 
guns,  and  left  him  for  dead.  ,  After  they 
were  gone  off  he  rofe  and  walked,  naked 
and  bloody,  toward   the  garrifon  j   but 
on  meeting  his  friends  by  the  way  drop- 
ped, fainting  on  the  ground,  and  being 
covered  with  a  blanket  was  conveyed  to 
the  houfe.     He  recovered  and  lived  fifty 
years.     A  purfuit  was  made  after  the  en- 
emy. 
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emy,  but  they  got  off  undifcovered ,  carry-    1725, 
ing  with  them  Benjamin  Evans,  junior,  a    ***** 
lad  of  thirteen  years  old,  to  Canada^  whence 
he  was  redeemed  as  ufual  by  a  charitable 
collection. 

This  was  the  laft  effort  of  the  enemy  in 
New-Hampfhire.  In  three  months,  the 
treaty  which  they  defired  was  held  at  Bof-  Dec.  15a 
ton,  and  the  next  fpring  ratified  at  Fal- 
mouth. A  peace  was  concluded  in  the 
ufual  form  5  which  was  followed  by  re- 
training all  private  traffic  with  the  Indi- 
ans, and  eflablifhing  truck- houfes  in  con- 
venient places,  where  they  were  fupplied 
with  the  neceffaries  of  life,  on  the  moil  Hutchm- 
advantageous  terms*  Though  the  govern- 
ments on  the  whole;  were  lofers  by  the 
trade,  yet  it  was  a  more  honorable  way  of 
preferving  the  peace;  than  if  an  acknow- 
ledgment had  been  made  to  the  Indians 
in  any  other  manner. 

None  of  the  other  Colonies  of  New- 
England  bore  any  fhare  in  the  expenfes  or 
calamities  of  this  war  3  and  New-Hamp- 
fhire did  not  fuffer  fo  much  as  in  former 
wars  j  partly  by  reafon  of  the  more  ex-  .  . 
tended  frontier  of  MafTachufetts,  both  on 
the  eaftern  and  weflerri  parts,  againfl  the 
former  of  which  the  enemy  directed  their 
greater!  fury ;  and  partly  by  reafori  of  the 
F  fuccefs 
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1725.  fuccefs  of  the  ranging  parties,  who  con- 
ftantly  traverfed  the  woods  as  far  north- 
ward as   the  White  Mountains.      The 
militia  at  this  time  was  completely  train- 
ed for  active  fervice  ;  every  man  of  forty 
years  of  age  having  feen  more  than  twen- 
ty years  of  war.     They  had  been  ufed  to 
handle  their  arms  from  the  a^e  of  childhc  od, 
and  mofl  of  them,  by  long  practice,  had 
become   excellent  markfmen,   and   good 
hunters.      They   were   well  acquainted 
with  the  lurking  places  of  the  enemy; 
and  pofTefTed  a  degree  of  hardinefs  and  in- 
trepidity, which  can  be  acquired  only  by 
the  habitude  of  thofe  fcenes  of  danger  and 
fatigue,  to  which  they  were  daily  expofed. 
They  had  alfo  imbibed  from  their  infancy 
a  ftrong  antipathy  to  the  favage  natives  j 
which  was  ftrengthened  by  repeated  hor- 
rors of  blood  and  defolation,  and  not  ob- 
literated by  the  intercourfe  which  they 
had  with  them  in  time  of  peace.     As  the 
Indians  frequently  reforted  to  the  frontier 
towns  in  time  of  fcarcity,  it  was  common 
for  them  to  vifit  the  families  whom  they 
had  injured  in  war;  to  recount  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  death  and  torture  which  had 
been  praclifed  on  their  friends ;  and  when 
provoked  or  intoxicated,  to  threaten  a  rep- 
etition of  fuch  infults,  in  future  wars.  To 

bear 
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bear  fuch  treatment  required  more  than  1725. 
human  patience  j  and  it  is  not  improba-  V*"V^J 
ble  that  fecret  murders  were  fometimes 
the  eonfequence  of  thefe  harfli  provoca- 
tions. Certain  it  is,  that  when  any  per- 
fon  was  arretted,  for  killing  art  Indian  in 
time  of  peace,  he  was  either  forcibly  refcu- 
ed  from  the  hands  of  juflice,  or  if  brought 
to  trial,  invariably  acquitted ;  it  being  irri^ 
poflible  to  impannel  a  jury  fome  of  whom 
had  not  fuffered  by  the  Indians,  either  hi 
their  perfons  or  families, 
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CHAP.     XV. 

Went  worth's  adminiftration  continued, 
Burnet's  Jhort  admini/lration.  Be  l  c h- 
er  fucceeds  him.  Went  worth's  death 
and  character. 

UR  ING  the  war,  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  had  managed  the  execu- 
tive department  with  much  prudence ;  the' 
people  were  fatisfied  with  his  adminiftra- 
tion, and  entertained  an  affection  for  him, 
which  was  exprefled  not  only  by  words,' 
but  by  frequent  grants  of  money,  in  the 
1726.  General  Ailembly.     When  he  returned 
w*j    from  Bofton,  where  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
January  5.  conc]utjecjj  ^gy  prefented  to  him  an  ad- 

drefs  of  congratulation,  and  told  him  that 

6  his  abfence  had  feemed  long ;  but  the 

e  fervice  he  had  done  them   filled  their 

eourtRcc-  «  hearts  with  fatisfaction/     This  addrefs 


r.rds. 


was  followed  by  a  grant  of  one  hundred 
pounds.  He  had,  juft  before,  confented 
to  an  emiffion  of  two  thoufand  pounds  in 
bills  of  credit,  to  be  paid,  one  half  in  the 
year  1735,  and  the  other  half  in  1736.  An 
excife  was  laid  for  three  years,  and  was 
farmed  for  three  hundred  pounds. 

The 
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The  divifional  line  between  the  Prov-  1726. 
Inces  of  New-Hampfhire  and  Maffachu-  uo/"w 
fetts  was  yet  unfettled,  and  in  addition  to 
the  ufual  difadvantages  occaiioned  by  this 
long  neglecl,  a  new  one  arofe.  By  the 
conftru£Hon  which  Maflachufetts  put  on 
their  charter,  all  the  lands  three  miles 
northward  of  the  river  Merrimack  were 
within  their  limits.  On  this  principle,  a 
grant  had  formerly  been  made  to  Gover- 
nor Endicot,  of  fome  lands  at  Penacook  ; 
Which  had  been  the  feat  of  a  numerous 
and  powerful  tribe  of  Indians.  The  qual- 
ity of  the  land  at  that  place  invited  the 
attention  of  adventurers  from  Andover,  ..... 
Bradford  and  Haverhill;  to  whom  a  grant  fe"SRec 
was  made  of  a  townfhip,  feven  miles 
fquare  ;  comprehending  the  lands  on  both 
fides  of  the  Merrimack,  extending  fouth- 
wardly  from  the  branch  called  Contoo- 
cook.  This  grant  awakened  the  atten- 
tion of  others ;  and  a  motion  was  made 
in  the  Maflachufetts  AfTembly,  for  a  line  Dec-  **• 
of  townfhips,  to  extend  from  D unliable 
on  Merrimack,  to  Northfield  on  Connec- 
ticut river ;  but  the  motion  was  not  im- 
mediately adopted.  The  Aflembly  of  New- 
Hampfhire  was  alarmed,  Newman,  their 
agent,  had  been  a  long  time  at  the  Britifh 
Court,  foliating  the  fettlement  of  the  line, 
F  3         ■  and 
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1726.  and  a  fapply  of  military  ftores  for  the  fort, 
^r°  Frefh  inftruclions  were  fent  to  him  to  ex- 
pedite the  bufmefs,  and  to  fubmit  the  fet? 
tlement  of  the  line  to  the  King.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  go  to  Penacook, 
Sire  fcec!  tp  confer  with  a  committee  of  Maffachu- 
fetts,  then  employed  in  laying  out  the 
lands,  and  to  remonftrate  againft  their 
proceeding.  A  furvey  of  other  lands  near 
Winipifeogee  lake,  was  ordered  y  that  it 
mishit  be  known,  what  number  of  townr 
ihips  could  bel  aid  out,  independently  of 
the  Maflachufetts  claim.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  heirs  of  Allen  renewed  their  en- 
deavours, and  one  of  them,  John  Hobby, 
petitioned  the  AfTembly  to  compound 
with  him  for  his  claim  to  ha(f  the  Prov- 
ince ;  but  the  only  anfwer  which  he  could 
obtain  was  that  <  the  Courts  of  law  were 
competent  to  the  determination  of  titles,' 
and  his  petition  was  difmifTed. 

Both  Provinces  became  earnefHy  engage 
ed.  Maffachufetts  propofed  to  New- 
Ham  pfhire  the  appointment  of  commif- 
iioners,  to  eftablilh  the  line.  The  New- 
Hampfhire  Aflembly  refufed,  becaufe  they 
had  fubmitted  the  cafe  to  the  King.  The 
Maflachufetts  people,  forefeeing  that  the 
refult  of  this  application  might  prove  un- 
favorable to  their  claim  of  jurifdi&ion, 

were 
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were  folicitous  to  fecureto  themfelves  the    1726. 
property  of  the  lands  in  queftion.     Ac-    v""v~w 
cordingly,  the  propofed  line  of  townfhips 
being  furveyed,  l  pretences  were  encour- 
*  aged  and  even  fought  after,  to  entitle 
{  perfons  to  be  grantees.'     The  defcend-  too  11. 331. 
ants  of  the  officers  and  foldiers,  who  had 
been    employed   in  expeditions    againfl 
the  Narraganfet  Indians,  and  againfl  Can- 
ada, in  the  preceding  century,  were  ad- 
mitted :  and  the  furvivors  of  the  late  Cap- 

.  Maffaehu.. 

tain  Lovewell's  company,  with  the  heirs  fcttsRec. 
of  the  deceafed,  had  a  feleft  tract  granted 
to  them  at  Suncook.     There  was  an  ap- 
pearance of  gratitude  in  making  thefe 
grants,  and  there  would  have  been  policy 
in  it,  had  the  grantees  been  able  to  comply  - 
with  the  conditions.      New-Hampfhire    l727< 
followed  the  example,  and  made  grants  of  m^%& 
the  townftiips  of  Epfom,  Chichefter,  Barn- 
ftead,  Canterbury,  Gilmantovvn  and  Bow. 
All  thefe,  excepting  the  laft,  were  un- 
doubtedly within  their  limits  j   but  the 
grant  of  Bow  interfered  with  the  grants 
which  Maffachufetts  had  made,  at  Pena- 
cook  and  Suncook,  and  gave  rife  to  a  liti- 
gation, tedious,  expenfive,  and  of  forty 
years  continuance. 

Thefe  traces  of  land  granted  by  both 

provinces  were  too  numerous  and  exten- 

F  4  five. 


zo. 
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1727.  five.  It  was  impracticable  to  fulfil  the 
^"v"°  conditions,  on  which  the  grants  were  made. 
Had  the  fame  liberal  policy  prevailed  here 
as  in  Pennfylvania,  and  had  the  importa- 
tion of  emigrants  from  abroad  been  en- 
couraged, the  country  might  have  beer* 
foon  filled  with  inhabitants ;  but  the  peo- 
ple of  Londonderry  were  already  looked 
upon  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  a  farther 
intrufion  of  flrangers  was  feared,  left  they 
fhould  prove  a  burden  and  charge  to  the 
community.  People  could  not  be  fpared 
from  the  old  towns .  Penacook  was  almoft 
the  only  fettlement  which  was  effected  by 
emigrants  from  MaiTachufetts.  A  fmall 
beginning  was  made,  by  the  New-Hamp- 
fhire  proprietors,  at  Bow,  6n  Suncook  riv- 
er; but  the  mofl  of  the  intermediate 
country  remained  uncultivated  for  many 
years.  Schemes  of  fettlement  were  indeed 
continually  forming  y  meetings  of  propri- 
etors were  frequently  held,  and  an  avari- 
cious fpirit  of  fpeculating  in  landed  prop- 
erty prevailed ;  but  the  real  wealth  and 
improvement  of  the  country  inflead  of 
being  promoted  were  retarded. 

On  the  death  of  King  George  I ;  the 

r       Ailernbly,  which  had  fubfifted  five  years, 

Hampshire  was  of  courfe  diflolved  ;  and  writs  for  the 

Records.  t  m 

Kov.  21.    election  of  another  were  ifiued  in  the 

name 
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name  of  George  II.     The  long  continu-    1727. 
ance  of  this  AfTembly  was  principally  ow-     v-^*^ 
ing  to  the  abfence  of  Governor  Shute,  in 
whofe  adminiflration  it  commenced  ;  and 
the  uncertainty  of  his  return  or  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  fuccefTor.     It  had  been 
deemed  a  grievance,  and  an  attempt  had 
been  made  in  1724.  to  limit  the  duration 
of  Aflemblies  to  three  years,  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  cuftom  of  England.     At  the 
meeting  of  the  new  AiTembly,  the  firft  Dec'1^ 
bufinefs  which  they  took  up  was  to  move 
for  a  triennial  act".     The  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor was  difpofed  to  gratify  them.  Both 
Houfes  agreed  in  framing  an  act  for  a  tri- 
ennial Aflembly,  in  which  the  duration' 
of  the  prefent  Afiembly  was  limited  to 
three  years  (unlefs  fooner  diflblved  by  the" 
commander  in  chief)  writs  were  to  ifTuc 
fifteen  days  at  leaft,  before  a  new  election  > 
the  qualification  of  a  reprefentative  was 
declared  to  be  a  freehold  eftate  of  three 
hundred  pounds  value.    The  qualification  wtoon 
of  an  elector  was  a  real  eftate  of  fifty  177*,  p4? 
pounds,   within    the  town   or  precinct 
where  the  election  mould  be  made  j   but 
habitancy  was  not  required  in  either  cafe  3 
the  felectmen  of  the  town,  with  the  mod- 
erator of  the  meeting,  were  confHtuted 
judges  of  the  qualifications  of  electors, 
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2727.  faving  an  appeal  to  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives.  This  act  having  been  palled, 
in  due  form,  received  the  royal  approba- 
tion, and  was  the  only  act  which  could 
be  called  a  conftitution  or  form  of  Gov- 
ernment, eftablifhed.  by  the  people  of 
New-Hampfhire  5  all  other  parts  of  their 
government  being  founded  on  royal  corn- 
millions  and  inftructions.  But  this  act 
was  defective,  in  not  determining  by  whom 
the  writs  mould  be  iflued,  and  in  not  dt(- 
cribing  the  places  from  which  Reprefenta- 
tives  fhould  be  called,  either  by  name,  ex- 
tent or  population.  This  defect  gave  birth 
to  a  long  and  bitter  controverfy,  as  will 
be  feen  hereafter. 

The  triennial  act  being  palled,  the  Houfe 
were  difpofed  to  make  other  alterations  in 
the  government.  An  appeal  was  allowed 
in  all  civil  cafes  from  the  inferior  to  the 
fuperior  court ;  if  the  matter  in  contro- 
verfy exceeded  one  hundred  pounds,  anoth- 
er appeal  was  allowed  to  the  Governor 
and  Council;  and  if  it  exceeded  three 
hundred  pounds,  to  the  King  in  Council. 
The  appeal  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
was  nrfteflablifhed  by  Cutts's  commiffion, 
and  continued  by  fubfequent  commiflions 
and  inftructions.  In  Queen  Anne's  time, 
it  was  complained  of  as  a  grievance,  that 

the 


N  E  W-H  AMP3HIRE.  91 

the  Governor  and  Council  received  ap-  1727. 
peals  and  decided  caufes,  without  taking  ^v"w 
an  oath  to  do  juftice.  An  oath  was  then 
prefcribed  and  taken.  The  authority  of  this 
court  had  been  recognifed  by  feveralclaufes 
in  the  laws  ;  but  was  difrelifhed  by  many 
of  the  people ;  partly  becaufe  the  judges 
who  had  before  decided  cafes,  were  gene* 
rally  members  of  the  Council ;  partly  be- 
caufe no  jury  was  admitted  in  this  court 
of  appeal  j  and  partly  becaufe  no  fuch  in- 
ftitution  was  known  in  the  neighbouring 
Province  of  Maffachufetts.  The  Houfe 
moved  for  a  repeal  of  the  feveral  claufes 
in  the  laws  relative  to  this  obnoxious 
court  j  the  Council  non-concurred  their 
vote,  and  referred  them  to  the  royal  in- 
ftructions.  The  Houfe  perfifted  in  their 
endeavors,  and  the  Council  in  their  oppo- 
fltion.  Both  fides  grew  warm,  and  there 
vyas  no  profpecl  of  an  accommodation. 
The  Lieuteuant  Governor  put  an  end  to 
the  feffion,  and  foon  after  diffolved  the 
Affemhly  by  proclamation, 

Anew  Affembly  was  called  j  the  fame  I728. 
perfons,  with  but  two  or  three  exceptions,  ^w 
were  re-elected,  and  tfye  fame  fpirit  ap- 
peared in  all  their  tranfactions.  They 
cjiofe  for  their  fpeaker  Nathaniel  Weare, 
v/ho  had  been  fpeaker  of  the  former  Af- 
fembly, 
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j  72  8.  fembly,  and  having  as  ufual  prefented  him 
W"V""J  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  he  negatived 
the  choice.  The  Houfe  defired  to  know 
by  what  authority  -,  he  produced  his  com- 
jniffion  ;  nothing  appeared  in  that,  which 
fatisfied  them  ;  and  they  adjourned  from 
day  to  day  without  doing  any  bufinefs. 
After  nine  days  they  chofe  another  Speak- 
er, Andrew  Wiggin,  and  fent  up  the  vote, 
with  a  preamble,  juftifying  their  former 
choice.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  ap- 
proved the  Speaker,  but  difapproved  the 
preamble  j  and  thus  the  controverfy  clof- 
ed,  each  fide  retaining  their  own  opinion. 
The  fpeeches  and  meffages  from  the  chair, 
and  the  anfwers  from  the  Houfe,  during 
this  feffion,  were  filled  with  reproaches  ; 
the  public  bufmefs  was  conducted  with  ill 
humour,  and  the  Houfe  carried  their  op- 
pofition  fo  far  as  to  pafs  a  vote  for  addrefT- 
ing  the  King  to  annex  the  Province  to 
MafTachufetts  ;  to  this  vote  the  Council 
made  no  anfwer.  But  as  a  new  Governor 
was  expecled,  they  agreed  in  appointing  a 
committee  of  both  Houfes  to  go  to  Bof- 
ton,  and  compliment  him  on  his  arrival. 

The  expected  Governor  was  William 
Burnet,  fon  of  the  celebrated  Bifhop  of 
Sarum,  whofe  name  was  dear  to  the  peo- 
ple of  New-England,  as  a  Heady  and  ac- 
tive 
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live  friend  to  civil  and  religious  liberty.  1728. 
Mr.  Burnet  was  a  man  of  good  under-  *—*"-' 
Handing  and  polite  literature;  fond  of 
books  and  of  the  converfation  of  literary 
men;  but  an  enemy  to  oftentation  and 
parade.  He  had  been  Governor  of  New- 
York  and  New-Jerfey,  and  quitted  thofe 
Provinces  with  reluctance,  to  make  way 
for  another  perfon,  for  whom  the  Britifh 
Miniftry  had  to  provide.  Whilfr.  at  New- 
York,  he  was  very  popular,  and  his  fame 
having  reached  New-England,  the  expect- 
ations of  the  people  were  much  raifed  on 
the  news  of  his  appointment,  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Maflachufetts  and  New> 
Hampfhire.  Lieutenant  Governor  Went- 
worth  characlerifed.  him  in  one  of  his 
fpeeches  as  £  a  gentleman  of  known  worth, 

*  having  juftly  obtained  an  univerfal  regard 

*  from  all  who  have  had  the  honor  to  be 

'  under  his  government.'  He  was  received  j„iy«^ 
with  much  parade  at  Bofton,  whither  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  New-Hampfhire, 
with  a  committee  of  the  Council  and  Af~ 
fembly,  went  to  compliment  him  on  his 
arrival.*  Mr, 

*  Mr.  Hutr.hinfon  has  reprefented  Governor  Burnet  as  a  man  of 
humour,  and  given  an  anecdote  refpecYing  his  indifference  to  the  cuftom 
©f  faying  grace  at  meals.  The  following  ftory  of  the  fame  kind,  per- 
haps will  not  bedifagieeabte  to  the  reader. 

One  of  the  committee,  who  Went  from  Bofton,  to  meet  him  on  the 
borders  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  condudt  him  to  the  feat  of  government, 
Was  the  facetious  Col.  Tailer.  Burnet  complained  of  the  long  graces 
which  were  faid  by  clergymen  on  the  road,  and  afked  Tailer  when  they 

wouW 


94  HISTORY    OP 

1728.  Mr.  Burnet  had  pofitive  inftruclio'nS 
S*~~J     from  the  crown  to  infill:  on  the  eftablifh- 

ment  of  a  permanent  falary  in  both  his 
Provinces.  He  began  with  MafTachufetts  j 
and  held  a  long  controverfy  with  the  Gen- 
eral Court  to  no  purpofe;  In  New-Hamp~ 
fhire,  a  precedent  had  been  eftablifhed  in 
the  adminiftration  of  Dudley,  which  was 
favorable  to  his  views.  Though  Tome  of 
the  Aflembly  were  averfe  to  a  permanent 
falary  ;  yet  the  Lieutenant  Governor  had 
Belched  fo  much  intereft  with  them,  by  virtue  of 
ms  Letters  having  made  them  proprietors  in  the  late- 
ly granted  townfhips,  that  they  were  in- 
duced to  confent ;  on  condition  that  he 
fhould  be  allowed  one  third  part  of  the 

1729.  falary,  and  they  fhould  be  difcharged  froni 
all  obligations  to  him.  This  bargain  being 
concluded,  the  Houfe  paffed  a  vote,  with 
which  the  Council  concurred,to  pay,  'Gov- 
'ernor  Burnet,  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
<  or  during  his  adminiftration,  thefuni  of 
*  two  hundred  pounds  fterling,  orfixhun- 

Reprefent-  c  drec[  pounds  in  bills  of  credit ;  which  fum 

Stives,  a 

£  was  to  be  in  full  of  all  demands  from  this 
1  Government,  for  his  falary ;  and  all  ex- 
5  penfes  in  coming  to,  tarrying  iri,  or  go- 

<ing 

would  fhorten.  He  anfwercJ,  *  The  graces  will  increafe  in  length;  till 
6  you  come  to  Bofton  ;  after  that  they  will  ihorten  till  you  come   to" 

k  your  government  of  Vew-Himpihire,  where  your  Excellency  will  fi'u* 
'  nograce  at  all.' 


May  9. 
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*  ing  from  this  Province  $  and  alfo  for    1729. 

*  any  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  Lieu- 
c  tenant  Governor ;  and  that  the  excife  on 
e  liquors  fhould  be  appropriated  to  that  life/ 
To  this  vote  fix  of  the  Reprefentatives 
entered  their  diflent. 

The  Governor  came  but  once  into  New-  sePt 
Hampfhire.  His  death,  which' happened 
after  a  few  months,  was  fuppofed  to  be 
occafioned  by  the  ill  effect,  which  his  con- 
troverfy  with  Maffachufetts,  and  the  dis- 
appointment which  he  fuffered,  had  on 
his  nerves. 

When  the  death  of  Governor  Burnet 
was  known  in  England,  the  refentment 
againft  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts  was 
very  high,  on  account  of  their  determined  J"Jj 
refufal  to  fix  a  falary  on  the  King's  Gov- 
ernor. It  was  even  propofed,  to  reduce 
them  to  l  a  more  abfolute  dependence  oil 
the  crown ;'  but  a  fpirit  of  moderation 
prevailed  j  and  it  was  thought  that  Mr. 
Jonathan  Belcher,  then  in  England, 
being  a  native  of  the  Province,  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  temper  of  his  coun- 
trymen would  have  more  influence  than  a 
ftranger,  to  carry  the  favorite  point  of  a 
fixed  falary.  His  appointment,  as  Govern- 
or of  New- Hampfhire,  was  merely  an  ap- 
pendage to  his  other  commiffion. 

Belcher 


1730. 

Letters    of 
Francis 
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j  73  p.  Belcher  was  a  merchant  of  large  fortune 
Bddm's  anc*  unblernifhed  reputation.  He  had 
the"Bifto  *Pent  ^X  years  m  Europe  j  had  been  twice 
of  Lincoln.  at  the  Court  of  Hanover,  before  the  pro- 
tectant fucceffion  took  place  in  the  family 
of  Brunfwick ;  and  had  received  from  the 
Princefs  Sophia,  a  rich  golden  medal.  He 
was  graceful  in  his  perfon,  elegant  and 
polite  in  his  manners  3  of  a  lofty  and  af- 
piring  difpofition  ;  a  Heady,  generous 
friend ;  a  vindictive,  but  not  implacable 
enemy.  Frank  and  fincer.e,  he  was  ex- 
tremely liberal  in  his  cenfures,  both  in 
converfation  and  letters*  Having  a  high 
fenfe  of  the  dignity  of  his  commiffion,  he 
determined  to  fupport  jit,  even  at  the  ex-* 
penfe  of  his  private  fortune ;  the  emolu- 
ments of  office  in  both  Provinces  being 
inadequate  to  the  ftyle  in  which  he  chofe 
to  live. 

Whilfl  he  was  in  England,  and  it  was 
uncertain  whether  he  would  be  appointed, 
or  Shute  would  return,  Wentworth  wrote 
letters  of  compliment  to  both.  Belcher 
knew  nothing  of  the  letter  to  Shute,  till 
his  arrival  in  America,  and  after  he  had 
made  a  vifit  to  New-Hampfhire,  and  had 
been  entertained  at  the  houfe  of  the  Lieu* 
tenant  Governor.  He  was  then  informed, 
that  Wentworth  had  written  a  letter  to 

Shutes 
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Shute,  of  the  fame  tenor  as  that  to  him-  1730- 
felf.  This  he  deemed  an  ac"l  of  duplicity.  <*-*-*» 
How  far  it  was  fo,  cannot  now  be  deter- 
mined. The  perfuafion  was  fo  ftrong  in 
the  mind  of  Belcher,  that  on  his  next  vifit 
to  Portfmouth,  he  refufed  an  invitation  to 
Wentworth's  houfe.  This  was  not  the 
only  way  in  which  he  manifefted  his  dif- 
pleafure.  When  the  affair  of  the  falary 
came  before  the  Affembly,  he  not  only  re-  Aug.  p. 
fufed  to  make  fuch  a  compromife  as  Bur- 
net had  done ;  but  obliged  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  under  his  hand,  to  <  quit  all 
claim  to  any  part  of  the  falary,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge that  he  had  no  expectation  from , 
or  dependence  on  the  Aflembly,  for  any  al- 
lowance, but  that  he  depended  wholly  on 
the  Governor.'  The  fame  falary  was  then 
voted,  and  in  nearly  the  fame  words,  as  to 
his  predecefTor.  He  allowed  the  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  the  fees  and  perquifites  only 
which  arofe  from  regifters,  certificates,  li- 
cenfes  and  paffes,  -amounting  to  about 
fifty  pounds  fterling.  Wentworth  and 
his  friends  were  difappointed  and  difguft- 
ed.  He  himfelf  did  not  long  furvive  j  be- 
ing feized  with  a  lethargic  diforder,  he  died  Dec-  »*• 
within  five  months  j  but  his  family  con- 
nexions refented  the  affront,  and  drew  a 
confiderable  party  into  their  views.  Ben- 
.    G  ning 
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1730.  ning  Wentworth,  his  fon,  and  Theodore 
1— ^— '  Atkinfon,  who  had  married  his  daughter, 
were  at  the  head  of  the  oppofition.  The 
latter  was  removed  from  his  office  of  Col- 
lector of  the  Cuftoms,  to  make  room  for 
Richard  Wibird ;  the  Naval  Office  was 
taken  from  him  and  given  to  Ellis  Hufke$ 
and  the  office  of  High  Sheriff,  which  he 
had  held,  was  divided  between  him  and 
Eleazer  Ruffell.  Other  alterations  were 
made,  which  greatly  offended  the  friends 
of  the  late  Lieutenant  Governor  j  but 
Belcher,  fatisfied  that  his  conduct  was 
agreeable  to  his  commiffion  and  inftruc- 
tions,  difregarded  his  opponents  and  appre- 
hended no  danger  from  their  relentment. 
Atkinfon  was  a  man  of  humor,  and  took 
occafion  to  exprefs  his  difguflin  a  lingular 
manner.  The  Governor,  who  was  fond 
of  parade,  had  ordered  a  troop  of  horie, 
to  meet  him  on  the  road,  and  efcort  him 
to  Portfmouth.  The  officers  of  govern- 
ment met  him,  and  joined  the  cavalcade. 
Atkinfon  was  tardy ;  but  when  he  appear- 
ed, having  broken  the  Sheriff's  wand,  he 
held  one  half  in  his  hand.  Being  chid 
by  the  Governor  for  not  appearing  foon- 
er,  he  begged  his  Excellency  to  excufe  him, 
becaufe  he  had  but  half  a  horfe  to  ride. 

In 
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In  addition  to  what  has  been  obferved,   1730. 
refpecling  Lieutenant  Governor  Went-    ^*~" 
worth  5  the  following  portrait  of  his  cha- 
racter, by  fome  contemporary  friend*  de- 
fer ves  remembrance. 

*  He  was  born  at  Portfmouth  of  worthy  NeW-Eng« 

*  parents,  from  whom  he  had  a  religious  iy  journal, 
c  education.    His  inclination  leading  him 

'  to  the  fea,  he  foon  became  a  commander 
1  of  note,  and  gave  a  laudable  example  to 
'  that  order,  by  his  fober  behaviour,  and 

*  his  conilant  care  to  uphold  the  worfhip 

*  of  God  in  his  fliip.  Wherever  he  came, 
c  by  his  difcreet  and  obliging  deportment, 

*  he  gained  the  love  and  efleem  of  thofe 
'  with  whom  he  converfed. 

'  On  his  leaving  the  fea,  he  had  confid- 

*  erable  buhnefs  as  a  merchant,  and  al- 
'  ways  had  the  reputation  of  a  fair  and 

*  generous  dealer. 

'  He  has  approved  himfelf  to  the  general 

*  acceptance  of  his  Majefty's  good  fubjecls 
'  throughout  this  Province,  and  under 
4  his  mild  adminiflration,  we  enjoyed  great 
1  quietnefs. 

*  He  was  a  gentleman  of  good  natural 

*  abilities,  much  improved  by  converfa- 
1  tion  j  remarkably  civil  and  kind  to  ftran- 
'  gers ;  refpeclful  to  the  miniilers  of  the 

*  gofpel  j  a  lover  of  good  men  of  all  de- 

G  z  l  nominations; 
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1730.  *  nominations;  companionate  and  boun- 
'  tiful  to  the  poor ;  courteous  and  affa- 
1  ble  to  all  j  having  a  conftant  regard  to 

*  the  duties  of  divine  worfhip,  in  private 
1  and  public,  and  paying  a  due  deference 

*  to  all  the  facred  inftitutions  of  Chrift. 
*  He  had  fixteen  children,   of  whom 

*  fourteen  yet  furvive  him/ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XVI. 

Dunbar's  Lieutenancy  and  enmity  to 
Belcher.  Efforts  to  fettle  the  bounda* 
ry  lines.  Divifions.  Riot.  Trade.  Epif- 
copal  Church.  Throat  dijlemper. 

R.  WENTWORTH  was  fucceed- 

ed  in  the  Lieutenancy  by  David  j73* 
Dunbar,  Efq.  a  native  of  Ireland  and  a  ju^TZj! 
reduced  Colonel  in  the  Britifh  fervice; 
who  was  alfo  deputed  to  be  furveyor  of 
the  King's  woods.  This  appointment 
was  made  by  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  of  Trade ;  of  which  Col.  Bladen  was 
an  active  member,  who  bore  no  good  will 
to  Governor  Belcher.  Dunbar  had  been  Hutchin- 
commander  of  a  fort  at  Pemaquid,  which 
it  was  in  contemplation  to  annex  to  Nova- 
Scotia.  He  had  taken  upon  him  to  gov- 
ern the  few  fcattered  people  in  that  dis- 
trict, with  a  degree  of  rigor  to  which  they 
could  not  eafily  fubmit.  This  conduct: 
had  already  opened  a  controverfy,  between 
him  and  the  Province  of  MalTachufetts  ; 
and  it  was  very  unfortunate  for  Belcher 
to  have  fuch  a  perfon  connected  with  both 
his  governments.  What  were  the  merits, 
which  recommended  Dunbar  to  thefe  jfta- 
G  3  tions, 


fonii.224 

379- 
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173 1.  tions,  it  is  not  eafy  at  this  time  to  deter- 
mine 5  the  only  qualifications,  which  appeal4 
to  have  pleaded  in  his  favor,  were  pov- 
erty and  the  friendfhip  of  men  in  pow- 
er. He  was  an  inftrument  of  intrigue 
and  difafFeclion ;  and  he  no  fooner  made 
his  appearance  in  New-Hampfhire,  than 
he  joined  the  party  who  were  in  oppofition 
to  the  Governor.  Belcher  perceived  the 
advantage  which  his  enemies  would  derive 
from  this  alliance,  and  made  all  the  ef- 
forts in  his  power  to  difplace  him.  In 
his  letters  to  the  miniftry,  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  to  his  friends  in  England,  he 
continually  reprefented  him  in  the  worfl 

MsVetters.  light,  and  foliated  his  removal.  It  is  not 
improbable,  that  his  numerous  letters  of" 
this  kind,  written  in  his  ufual  ftyle,  with 
great  freedom  and  without  any  referve, 
might  confirm  the  fufpicions,  raifed  by  the 
letters  of  his  adversaries,  and  induce  the 
miniftry  to  keep  Dunbar  in  place,  as  a 
check  upon  Belcher,  and  to  preferve  the 
balance  of  parties. 

j^y  to.  Within  a  few  weeks  after  Dunbar's  com- 
ing to  Portfmouth,  a  complaint  was  drawn 
up  againit  Belcher,  and  figned  by  fifteen 
perfons;  alleging  that  his  government 
was  grievous,  oppreflive  and  arbitrary, 
and  praying  the  King  for  his  removal. 
This  routed  the  Governor's  friends,  at 

the 


Belcher's 
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the  head  of  whom  was  Richard   Wal-    173 1. 
dron,    the   fecretaiy,    who    drew    up  a  ^ies 
counter  addrefs,  and  procured  an  hun-  jfsAddref" 
dred  names  to  be  fubfcribed.     Both  ad- 
dreffes  reached  England  about  the  fame 
time.     Richard  Partridge,  Mr.  Belcher's 
brother  in  law,  in  conjunction  with  his 
fon  Jonathan  Belcher,  then  a  ftudent  in 
the  Temple,   applied  for  a  copy  of  the 
complaint  againft  him,  at  the  Plantation     , ,  , 

r  °       .  .  Belcher** 

office,  and  obtained  it ;  but  could  not  get  i^urs. 
fight  of  the  letters  which  accompanied  it, 
though,  on  the  foundation  of  thofe  letters, 
a  reprefentation  had  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  to  the  King. 

The  only  effect  which  Dunbar's  letters 
had  at  that  time,  was  to  procure  the  ap- 
pointment of  Theodore  Atkinfon,  Benning 
Wentworth  and  Jofhua  Peirce,  to  be 
Counfellors  of  New-Hampfhire ;  and 
though  Belcher  remonflrated  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  againft  thefe  appointments, 
and  recommended  other  perfons  in  their 
room,  he  could  not  prevail,  any  farther 
than  to  delay  the  admiffion  of  the  two 
former  for  about  two  years ;  during  which 
time,  they  were  elected  into  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  and  kept  up  the  oppofi- 
tion  there.  The  recommendations,  which 
he  made  of  other  perfons,  were  duly  attend- 
G4  ed 
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173 1.  ed  to  when  vacancies  happened ;  and  thus 
<~-y*>*  the  Council  was  compofed  of  his  friends, 
and  his  enemies.  The  civil  officers,  whom 
he  appointed,  were  fometimes  fuperfeded, 
by  perfons  recommended  and  fent  from 
England ;  and  in  one  infiance,  a  commif- 
fion  for  the  naval  office,  in  favor  of  a  Mr. 
Reynolds,  fon  of  the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln, 
was  filled  up  in  England,  and  fent  over 
with  orders  for  him  to  fign  it ;  which  he 
was  obliged  punctually  to  obey. 

From  the  confidential  letters  of  the 
leading  men  on  both  fides,  which  have 
fallen  into  my  hands  in  the  courfe  of  my 
refearches,  the  views  of  each  party  may 
plainly  be  feen  \  though  they  endeavored 
&  Thom-  to  conceal  them  from  each  other.  The 
jLettersMS.  Governor  and  his  friends  had  projected 
an  union  of  New-Hampfhire  with  Maffa- 
chufettsj  but  were  at  a  lofs  by  what 
means  to  bring  it  into  effect.  The  mofl 
defirable  method  would  have  been,  an 
unanimity  in  the  people  of  Newr-Hamp- 
fhire,  in  petitioning  the  Crown  for  it ;  but 
as  this  could  not  be  had,  the  project  was 
kept  out  of  fight,  till  fome  favorable  op- 
portunity mould  prefent. 

The  other  party  contemplated  not  only 
f he  continuance  of  a  feparate  government, 
but  the  appointment  of  a  diftincl  Gover- 
nor, 


Belcher's, 
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nor,  who  fhould  refide  in  the  Province,  1731. 
and  have  no  connection  with  Maflachu-  v-~ ^ 
fetts.  The  greater!:  obftacle  in  their  way, 
was  the  fmalinefs  and  poverty  of  the  Prov- 
ince, which  was  not  able  to  fupport  a  gen- 
tleman in  the  character  of  Governor.  To 
remove  this  obftacle,  it  was  necefiary  to 
have  the  limits  of  territory,  not  only  fix- 
ed, but  enlarged.  They  were  therefore 
zealous,  in  their  attemps  for  this  purpofe ; 
and  had  the  addrefs  to  perfuade  a  majori- 
ty of  the  people,  that  they  would  be  gain- 
ers by  the  eftablifhment  of  the  lines  5  that 
the  lands  would  be  granted  to  them  and 
their  children ;  and  that  the  expenfe  of 
obtaining  the  fettlement  would  be  fo  trif- 
ling, that  each  man's  fhare  would  not 
exceed  the  value  of  a  pullet. 

The  Governor's  friends  were  averfe  to 
preffing  the  fettlement  of  the  line  j  and 
their  reafons  were  thefe.  The  controver- 
fy  is  either  between  the  King  and  the  fub- 
jecls  of  his  charter  government  of  Mafia- 
chufetts ;  or  elfe,  between  the  heirs  of 
Mafon  or  Allen  and  the  people  of  Mafta- 
chufetts.  If  the  controverfy  be  fettled 
even  in  favor  of  New-Hampfhire,  the  lands 
which  fall  within  the  line,  will  be  either 
the  King's  property,  to  be  granted  by  his 
Governor  and  Council  according  to  royal 

inftruetions ; 
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1 73 1.  inftruclions ;  or  elfe  the  property  of  the 
heirs  of  Mafon  or  Allen,  to  be  difpofed  of 
by  them.  On  both  fuppofitions,  the  peo- 
ple of  New-Hampfhire  can  have  no  prop- 
erty in  the  lands,  and  therefore  why 
iliould  they  be  zealous  about  the  divi- 
fion  or  tax  themfelves  to  pay  the  expenfs 
of  it  ? 

The  Governor,  as  obliged  by  his  in- 
flruclions,  frequently  urged  the  fettlement 
of  the  lines  in  his  fpeeches,  and  declared, 
that  the  Aflembly  of  New-Hampfhire  had 
done  more  toward  effecting  it,  than  that 
of  Maffachufetts.  A  committee  from  both 
Provinces  met  at  Newbury  in  the  autumn 
of  173 1,  on  this  long  contefled  affair  -, 
but  the  influence  of  that  party  in  Maffa- 
chufetts, of  which  Elifha  Cooke  was  at 
the  head,  prevented  an  accommodation. 
Soon  after  this  fruitlefs  conference,  the 
Reprefentatives  of  New-Hampfhire,  of 
whom  a  majority  was  in  favor  of  fettling 
the  line,  determined  no  longer  to  treat 
with  Maffachufetts ;  but  to  reprefent  the 
matter  to  the  King,  and  petition  him  to 
iC5oSs!y  decide  the  controverfy.  Newman's  com- 
oa- 7'  miffion,  as  agent,  having  expired,  they 
chofe  for  this  purpofe,  John  Rindge, 
merchant,  of  Portfmouth,  then  bound  on 
a  voyage  to  London.     The  appointment 

of 
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of  this  gentleman  was  fortunate  for  them,    1 73 1. 


^"V~*> 


Feb.  aS. 


not  only  as  he  had  large  connexions  in 
England  j  but  as  he  was  capable  of  ad- 
vancing money,  to  carry  on  the  felicita- 
tion. The  Council,  a  majority  of  which 
was  in  the  oppofite  intereft,  did  neither 
concur  in  the  appointment,  nor  confent 
to  the  petition. 

Mr.  Rindge,  on  his  arrival  in  England,  I7^2l 
petitioned  the  King  in  his  own  name,  and 
in  behalf  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  to  eftablifh  the  boundaries 
of  the  Province ;  but  his  private  affairs 
requiring  his  return  to  America,  he  did, 
agreeably  to  his  inftrucYions,  leave  the 
bufinefs  in  the  hands  of  Capt.  John 
Thomlinfon,  merchant,  of  London ,  who 
was  well  known  in  New-Hampfhire, 
where  he  had  frequently  been  in  quality 
of  a  fea  commander.  He  was  a  gentleman 
of  great  penetration,  induftry  and  addrefs  j 
and  having  fully  entered  into  the  views 
of  Belcher's  opponents,  profecuted  the  af- 
fair of  the  line,  *  with  ardor  and  dili- 
gence j'  employing  for  his  folicitor,  Fer- 
dinando  John  Parrisj  who  being  well 
fupplied  with  money,  was  indefatigable  in 
his  attention.  The  petition  was  of  courfe 
referred  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  Fran- 
cis Wilks  the  agent  of  MafTachufetts,  was 
ferved  with  a  copy  to  be  lent  to  his  con- 
stituents, While 
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1732.  Whilft  the  matter  of  the  line  was  pend- 
****->*  ing  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  the 
parties  in  New-Ham pfhire  maintained 
their  oppofition  *  and  were  on  all  occafions 
vilifying  and  abufing  each  other,  efpecial- 
ly  in  their  letters  to  their  friends  in  Eng- 
land. On  the  one  fide,  Belcher  inceffantly 
reprefented  Dunbar,  as  the  fomenter  of 
oppofition  j  as  falfe,  perfidious,  malicious 
and  revengeful  5  that  he  did  no  fervice  to 
the  crown,  nor  to  himfelf ;  but  was  f  a 
*  plague  to  the  Governor  and  a  deceiver  of 
c  the  people.'  He  was  alfo  very  liberal  in 
his  reflections,  on  his  other  oppofers.  On 
the  other  fide,  they  reprefented  him  as  un- 
friendly to  the  royal  intereftj  as  obftruft- 
ing  the  fettlement  of  the  lines  -,  conniving 
at  the  deftruction  of  the  King's  timber, 
and  partial  to  his  other  government,  where 
all  his  interefr,  lay  j  and  that  he  had  not 
even  a  freehold  in  New-Hampfhire.  As 
an  inftance  of  his  partiality,  they  alleged, 
that  in  almoft  every  feflion  of  the  AfTem- 
5 733*  kty  °f  Maffachufetts,  he  confented  to 
wnr^  grants  of  the  difputed  lands,  to  the  people 
of  that  Province  j  by  which  means,  their 
Auembly  raifed  money,  to  enable  their 
agent  to  protracl  the  controverfy,  that 
they  might  have  opportunity  to  lay  out 
more  townfhips  -,  while  at  the  fame  time, 

he 
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he  rejected  a  fupply  bill  of  the  New-  1733. 
Hampfhire  Aflembly,  and  diflblved  them,  *— *-* 
becaufe  that  in  it,  they  had  made  an  appro- 
priation for  their  agent.  The  truth  was, 
that  the  Council  did  not  confent  to  the 
bill,  becaufe  they  had  no  hand  in  appoint- 
ing the  agent,  and  the  bill  never  came  be- 
fore the  Governor.  The  frequent  diffo- 
lution  of  AfTemblies  was  another  fubject 
of  complaint  ;  and  in  fact  this  meafure 
never  produced  the  defired  effect  -,  for  the 
fame  perfons  were  generally  re-elected, 
and  no  reconciling  meafures  were  adopted 
by  either  party. 

The  Governor  frequently  complained, 
in  his  fpeeches,  that  the  public  debts  were  J^j"* 
not  paid  j  nor  the  fort,  prifon,  and  other 
public  buildings  kept  in  repair  -,  becaufe 
of  their  failure  in  fupplyingthe  treafury. 
The  true  reafon  of  their  not  fupplying  it 
was,  that  they  wanted  emiffions  of  paper 
money,  to  be  drawn  in,  at  diftant  periods  ; 
to  this  the  Governor  could  not  confent, 
being  reftrained  by  a  royal  inftruction,  as 
well  as  in  principle  oppofed  to  all  fuch 
practices.  But  one  emiffion  of  paper  was 
made  in  his  administration ;  and  for  its 
redemption  a  fund  was  efrablifhed  in  hemp, 
iron,  and  other  productions  of  the  coun- 
try.    When  a  nufnber  of  merchants  and 

others 
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1734.  others  had  combined  to  iflue  notes,  to 
*■-» — '  fupply  the  place  of  a  currency,  he  iiTued  a 
proclamation  again  ft  them;  and  in  his 
next  fpeech  to  the  Aflembly,  condemned 
them  in  very  fevere  terms.  The  AfTembly 
endeavored  to  vindicate  the  character  of 
the  bills ;  but  in  a  few  days  he  difTolved 
them,  with  a  reprimand  ;  charging  them 
with  trifling,  with  injuftice  and  hypocrify. 
It  muft  be  remembered,  that  his  com- 
plaints of  an  empty  treafury  were  not  oc- 
cafioned  by  any  failure  of  his  own  falary, 
which  was  regularly  paid  out  of  the  excife. 
Belcher  revived  the  idea  of  his  predecef- 
for  Shute,  which  was  alfo  countenanced 
by  his  infractions,  that  he  was  virtually 
prefent  in  New-Hampfhire,  when  perfon- 
ally  abfent,  and  attending  his  duty,  in  his 
other  Province  j  and  therefore  that  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  could  do  nothing 
but  by  his  orders.  Dunbar  had  no  feat 
in  the  Council,  and  Shadrach  Walton  be- 
ing fenior  member,  by  the  Governor's  or- 
der fummoned  them  and  prefided.  He 
alfo  held  the  command  of  the  fort,  by  the 
Governor's  commiffion,  granted  paries  for 
fhips,  and  licenfes  for  marriage  ;  and  re- 
ceived and  executed  military  orders,  as 
occafion  required.  The  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor contended  this  point  -,  but  could  not 

prevail ; 
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prevail ;  and  finding  himfelf  reduced  to  a  1734. 
ftateof  infignificance,  he  retired  in  difguft, 
to  his  fort  at  Pemaquid  -,  where  he  refided 
almofl  two  years.  The  Governor's  friends 
gave  out  that  he  had  abfconded  for  debt, 
and  affected  to  triumph  over  the  opposi- 
tion, as  poor  and  impotent ;   but  their 
complaints,    fupported    by  their    agent 
Thomlinfon,  and  the  influence  of  Bladen 
at  the  Board  of  Trade,  made  an  impreflion 
there  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  Mr. 
Belcher ;  though  he  had  friends  among 
the  miniftry  and  nobility ;  the  principal  of 
whom  was  Lord  Townfend,  by  whofe  in- 
fluence he  had  obtained  his  commiffion. 
After  Dunbar's  return  to  Portsmouth, 
the  Governor  thought  it  good  policy  to 
relax  his  feverity ;  and  gave  him  the  com- 
mand of  the  fort,  with  the  ordinary  per- 
quifites  of  office,  amounting  to  about  fifty 
pounds  fterling.     Not  content  with  this, 
he  complained,  that  the  Governor  did  not 
allow  him  one  third  of  his  falary.     The 
Governor's  falary  was  but  fix  hundred 
pounds  currency  ;  he  fpent  at  lead  one 
hundred,  in  every  journey  to  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  of  which  he  made  two  in  a  "year. 
At  the  fame  time  Dunbar  had  two  hun- 
dred pounds  fterling,  as  Surveyor  General 
of  the  woods ;  which,  with  the  perquifites, 

amounting 
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1734.  amounting  to  one  hundred  more,  were 
divided  between  him  and  his  deputies. 
But  it  muft  be  remembered  that  he  was 
deeply  in  debt,  both  here  and  in  England. 
The  rigid  execution  of  the  office  of 
Surveyor  General  had  always  been  attend- 
ed with  difficulty;  and  the  violent  manner, 
in  which  Dunbar  proceeded  with  tref- 
paflers,  raifed  a  fpirit  of  oppofition  on 
fuch  occafions.  The  flatutes  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  woods  impowered  the  fur- 
veyor  to  feize  all  logs,  cut  from  white  pine 
trees,  without  licenfe ;  and  it  refted  on 
the  claimant,  to  prove  his  property,  in 
the  court  of  Admiralty.  Dunbar  went 
to  the  faw-mills ;  where  he  feized  and 
marked  large  quantities  of  lumber ;  and 
with  an  air  and  manner  to  which  he  had 
been  accuftomed  in  his  military  capacity, 
abufed  and  threatened  the  people.  That 
clafs  of  men,  with  whom  he  was  difpofed 
to  contend,  are  not  eafily  intimidated  with 
high  words ;  and  he  was  not  a  match  for 
them,  in  that  fpecies  of  controverfy,  which 
they  have  denominated  fwamp  law.  An 
inftance  of  this  happened  at  Dover,  whith- 
er he  came,  with  his  boat's  crew,  to  re- 
move a  parcel  of  boards,  which  he  had 
feized.  The  owner,  Paul  Gerrifh,  warned 
him  of  the  confequence ;  D  unbar  threat- 
ened 
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ened  with  death  the  firftman  who  fhould  1734. 
obftruct  his  intentions  ;  the  fame  threat 
was  returned  to  the  firft  man  who  fhould 
remove  the  boards.  Dunbar's  prudence 
at  this  time,  got  the  better  of  his  courage, 
and  he  retired. 

With  the  like  fpirit,  an  attempt  of  the 
fame  kind  was  fruftrated  at  Exeter,  whith- 
er he  fent  a  company  in  a  boat  to  remove 
lumber.  Whilft  his  men  were  regaling 
themfelves  at  a  public  houfe,  in  the  even- 
ing, and  boafting  of  what  they  intended 
to  do  the  next  day ,  a  number  of  perfons, 
difguifed  like  Indians,  attacked  and  beat 
them  ;  whilft  others  cut  the  rigging  and 
fails  of  the  boat,  and  made  a  hole  in  her 
bottom.  The  party  not  finding  themfelves 
fafe  in  the  houfe,  retreated  to  the  boat, 
and  pufhed  off  3  but  being  there  in  dan- 
ger of  finking,  they  with  difficulty  regain- 
ed the  fhore,  and  hid  themfelves  till  morn- 
ing, when  they  returned  on  foot  to  Portf- 
mouth. 

This  was  deemed  a  flagrant  infult. 
Dunbar  fumrnoned  the  Council,  and  com-  A?r11 26- 
plained  to  them  of  the  riotous  proceedings 
at  Exeter,  where  there  was  '  a  confpiracy 
'  againft  his  life,  by  evil  minded  perfons, 
c  who  had  hired  Indians  to  deftroy  him.5 
He  propofed  to  the  Council,  the  iffuing 
H  cf 
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1734.  of  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  to 
w"v""'  apprehend  the  rioters.  The  major  part 
of  the  Council  were  of  opinion,  that  no 
proclamation  could  be  iffued  but  by  the 
Governor.*  Information  being  fent  to 
the  Governor,  he  ifTued  a  proclamation  ; 
commanding  all  magistrates  to  aflift  in 
difcovering  the  rioters. 

This  tranfaction  afforded  matter  for 
complaint,  and  a  memorial  was  drawn  up 
by  Thomlinfon,  groundedon  letters  which 
he  had  received.  It  was  fuggefted,  that 
the  Governor's  pretence  to  favor  the  fur- 
veyor  was  deceitful ,  that  the  rioters  at 
Exeter  were  his  greater!:  friends  ;  that  the 
ms  letters.  Council,  wholly  devoted  to  him,  would 
not  advife  to  a  proclamation  till  they  had 
fent  to  Boffon  -3  that  the  proclamation 
was  delayed  j  and  when  it  appeared  offer- 
ed no  reward  ;  though  Dunbar  had  pro- 
pofed  to  pay  the  money  himfelf ;  and, 
that  by  reafon  of  this  delay  and  omiflion, 
the  rioters  efcaped  with  impunity. 

In 

*  This  was  alfo  the  Governor's  opinion  ;  and  in  his  letters  he  fre- 
quently afferts  that  Dunbar  had  no  command  in  New-Hampfhire, 
whilft  he  was  in  either  of  his  governments.  To  be  confident,  he  (hould 
have  maintained,  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Mafiachufctts  had 
no  command  whilft  he  was  in  New-Hampfhire  ;  but  there  occurs  an 
inftance  of  a  proclamation  ifTued  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Phips, 
(March  25,  1737)  on  occalion  of  a  riot  at  Bofton,  whilft  the  Gover- 
nor was  in  New-HampftYire  ;  and  at  his  return,  he  iffued  another,  in 
which  he  refers  to  the  former,  not  only  without  cenfuring  it,  but  in 
terms  of  approbation. 
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Injuftice  to  Mr.  Belcher,  it  muft  be    1734, 


faid,  that  there  was  no  delay  on  his  part, 
the  proclamation  being  fent  from  Bofton 
within  fix  days.  It  alfo  appears,  from  the 
fecret  and  confidential  letters  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, that  he  difapproved  the  riot,  and 
even  called  it  rebellion  j  that  he  gave  par- 
ticular orders  to  the  magiftrates,  to  make 
inquiry,  and  take  depofitions,  and  do  their 
utmoft  to  difcover  the  rioters.  If  he  did 
not  advertife  a  reward,  it  was  becaufe 
there  was  no  money  in  the  treafury; 
and  if  Dunbar  had  been  fincere  in  his  of- 
fer to  pay  it,  he  might  have  promifed  it, 
by  advertifement.  The  true  reafon  that 
the  rioters  were  not  difcovered,  was,  that 
their  plan  was  fo  artfully  conducted,  their 
perfons  fo  effectually  difguifed,  and  their 
confidence  in  each  other  fo  well  placed, 
that  no  proof  could  be  obtained  -,  and  the 
fecret  remained  with  themfeives,  till  the 
danger  was  over,  and  the  government  had 
palled  into  other  hands. 

A  law  had  been  made,  for  holding  the 
Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  alter- 
nately in  each  of  the  four  old  towns  j  and 
the  practice  had  been  continued  for  feve- 
ral  years,  much  to  the  convenience  and 
fatisfaction  of  the  people  -,  but  Dunbar 
remonftrated  againft  it,  to  the  Board  of 
H  2  Trade, 
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1734.  Trade,  and  moved  for  a  difallowance  of 
S0nrmi  the  act,  becaufe  the  people  who  had  ob- 
ftructed  him  in  his  office  deferved  not  fo 
much  favor.  The  acl:  was  in  confequence 
difallowed,  and  the  courts  were  afterward 
J735*  confined  to  Portfmouth.  The  order  for 
difallowance,  came  to  the  hands  of  Dun- 
bar, who  called  a  meeting  of  the  Council, 
that  they  might  advife  to1  its  publication. 
A  majority  of  them  would  not  confent, 
till  the  original  order  was  fent  to  Bofton, 
and  Governor  Belcher  directed  the  publi- 
cation of  it.     This  tranfaftion  ferved  as 

J«ne  13.  matter  of  frefh  complaint,  and  was  alleg- 
ed as  an  argument  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Governor,  who  fhould  refide  conflantly 
in  the  Province. 

To  finifh  what  relates  to  Dunbar.  He 
was  carefled  by  the  party  in  oppofition  to 
Belcher,  under  the  idea  that  he  had  inter- 
eft  enough  in  England,  to  obtain  a  com- 
miflion  for  the  government  of  New- 
Hampfhire.  In  1737  he  went  to  England 
to  profecute  his  defign;  where,  by  his 
old  creditors,  he  was  arretted  and  thrown 
intoprifon.     Thorn linfon  found  means  to 

Thomiin-   liberate  him  j  but  perceived  that  he  had 

te«,SMS.  neither  fteadinefs  nor  ability  for  the  (ra- 
tion at  which  he  aimed,  nor  intereft 
enough  to  obtain  it  -,  though,  by  his  pre- 

fence 
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fence  in  England,  he  lerved  to  keep  up  the    1735. 
oppofition  to  Belcher,  and  was  ufed  as  a    *— v~- J 
tool  for  that  purpofe,  till  the  object  was 
accompliihed.  After  which  he  was  ( 1 743 ) 
appointed,  by  the  Earl  India  Company, 
Governor  of  St.  Helena. 

The  trade  of  the  Province  at  this  time 
confided  chiefly  in  the  exportation  of 
lumber  and  fifh  to  Spain  and  Portugal, 
and  the  Caribbee  Iflands.  The  maft  trade 
was  wholly  confined  to  Great  Britain.  In 
the  winter  fmall  verTels  went  to  the  fouth-  Belcher's 
ern Colonies,  with  Englifh  and  Weil  India  £eelg"ardt0 
goods,  and  returned  with  corn  and  pork.  msT™*"" 
The  manufacture  of  iron  within  the  Prov- 
ince, which  had  been  fet  up  by  the  late 
Lieutenant  Governor  Wentworth,  and 
other  gentlemen,  lay  under  difcourage- 
ment,  for  want  of  experienced  andinduf- 
trious  workmen.  The  woollen  manufac- 
ture was  diminifhed,  and  fheep  were  fcarc- 
er  than  formerly  5  the  common  lands  on 
which  they  ufed  to  feed,  being  fenced  in 
by  the  proprietors.  The  manufacture  of 
linen  was  much  increafed  by  means  of  the 
emigrants  from  Ireland*  who  were  fkilled 
in  that  bufmefs.  No  improvements  were 
made  in  agriculture,  and  the  newly  grant- 
ed townfhips  were  not  cultivated  with 
fpirit  or  fuccefs. 

H  3  There 
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1 73  5.  There  had  not  been  any  fettled  Epifcopal 
v*nr*J  Church  in  the  Province  from  the  begin- 
ning, till  about  the  year  1732 ;  when  fome 
gentlemen  who  were  fond  of  the  mode  of 
divine  worfhip,  in  the  Church  of  England, 
contributed  to  the  erection  of  a  neat  build- 
ing on  a  commanding  eminence,  in  Portf- 
mouth,  which  they  called  the  Queen's 
Chapel.  Mr.  Thomlinfon  was  greatly 
inftrumental  of  procuring  them  affiftance 
in  England,  toward  completing  and  fur- 
nifhing  it.  It  was  confecrated  in  1734  j 
and  in  1736  they  obtained  Mr.  Arthur 
ro  w  ne  for  their  minifter,  with  a  falary 
from  the  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpei 
in  foreign  parts. 

About  this  time,  the  country  was  vifit- 
ed  with  a  new  epidemic  difeafe,  which  has 
obtained  the  name  of  the  throat  diftemper. 
The  general  defcription  of  it  is  a  fwelled 
throat,  with  white  or  afh-colored  fpecks, 
an  efflorefcence  on  the  fkin,  great  debili- 
ty of  the  whole  fyftem,  and  a  ftrong  ten- 
dency to  putridity.     Its  firft' appearance 
Doughs    was  in  May  1735,  at  Kingfton  in  New- 
Gfttry^fa  Hampfhire,  an  inland  town,  fituate  on  a 
nefem.ia"  *ow  plam-     The  firft  perfon  feized,  was  a 
child,  who  died  in  three  days.     About  a 
Nar»twe.  week  after,  in  another  family,  at  the  dift- 
ance  of  four  miles,  three  children  were 

fucceffively 
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fucceflively  attacked,  who  alfo  died  on  the  1735. 
third  day.  It  continued  fpreading  grad-  v-^-' 
ually,  in  that  townfhip,  through  the  fum- 
mer,  and  of  the  firfl  forty  who  had  it,  none 
recovered.  In  Auguft  it  began  to  make 
its  appearance  at  Exeter,  fix  miles  north- 
eastward; and  in  September,  at  Bofton,* 
fifty  miles  fouthward,  though  it  was  Oc- 
tober, before  it  reached  Chefter,  the  near- 
eft  Settlement  on  the  weft  of  Kingfton. 
It  continued  its  ravages  through  the  fuc- 
ceeding  winter  and  fpring,  and  did  not  dis- 
appear till  the  end  of  the  next  fummer. 

The  moft,  who  died  of  this  peftilence, 
were  children  ;  and  the  diftrefs,  which  it 
occafioned,  was  heightened  to  the  moft 
poignant  degree.    From  three  to  fix  chil- 
dren 

*  On  Its  firft  appearance  in  Bofton,  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  nothing 
more  than  a  common  cold  j  but  when  the  report  of  the  mortaliry  in 
New-Hampfh'trewas  received,  arid  a  young  man  from  Exeter,  whofc 
brother  had  died  of  it,  was  feiged  (©aober  1735)  the  houfe  was  ftiut 
and  guarded,  and  a  general  alarm  fpread  through  the  neighbouring 
towns  and  colonies.  Upon  his  death,  no  infeaion  was  obferved  in 
that  houfe  or  neighbourhood  ;  but  the  diftemper  appeared  in  other 
places,  which  had  no  communication  with  the  fick.  The  phyficians 
did  not  take  the  infecYion,  nor  convey  it  to  their  families,  nor  their  ^ 
other  patients.  It  was  therefore  concluded,  that  it  was  not  like  the 
fmall  pox,  or  the  plague,  communicable  by  infecYion,  from  the  fick  or 
from  clothes  ;  and  the  phyficians,  having  by  defire  of  the  fele£rmen, 
held  a  confutation,  publifhed  their  opinion  }  that  it  proceeded  entirely 
from  '  fome  occult  quality  in  the  air.' 

Weekly  Newt  Letter,  AprM  29,  1736. 

Dr.  Douglafs  computes  the  number  of  perfons  who  had  the  diftemper 
in  Bofton  at4.ooo$  of  whom  i^died,  which  is  one  in  35.  The  whole 
number  of  inhabitants  at  that  time  was  eftimated  at  16,000. 

H4 
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1735.  dren  were  loft  out  of  fome  families  j  feve- 
ral  buried  four  in  a  day,  and  many  loft 
their  all.  In  fome  towns,  one  in  three, 
and  in  others  one  in  four  of  the  fick  were 
carried  off.  In  the  parifh  of  Hampton- 
Falls  it  raged  moft  violently.  Twenty 
families  buried  all  their  children.  Twen- 
ty feven  perfons  were  loft  out  of  five  fa- 
milies ;  and  more  than  one  fixth  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  place  died  within 
thirteen  months.  In  the  whole  Province, 
not  lefs  than  one  thoufand  perfons,  of 
whom  above  nine  hundred  were  under 
twenty  years  of  age,  fell  victims  to  this 
raging  diftemper. 

Since  the  fettlement  of  this  country  fuch 
a  mortality  had  not  been  known.  It  was 
obferved,  that  the  diftemper  proved  moft 
fatal,  when  plentiful  evacuations,  particu- 
larly bleeding,  were  ufed  5  a  great  proftra- 
tion  of  ftrength  being  an  invariable  fymp- 
tom.  The  fummer  of  173  5,  when  the  fick- 
nefs  began, was  unufually  wet  and  cold,  and 
the  eafterly  wind  greatly  prevailed.  But 
it  was  acknowledged  to  be,  not  c  a  crea- 
*  ture  of  the  feafons  ;'  as  it  raged  through 
every  part  of  the  year.  Its  extent  is  faid 
to  have  been  ■■  from  Pemaquid  to  Carolina  j' 
but  with  what  virulence  it  raged,  or  in 
what  meafure  it  proved  fatal,  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  New-England,  does  not  appear. 

The 
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The  fame  diflemper  has  made  its  ap- 
pearance at  various  times  fmce.  In  1754 
and  1755,  it  produced  a  great  mortality 
in  feveral  parts  of  New-Hampfhire,  and 
the  neighbouring  parts  of  MafFachufetts. 
Since  that  time  it  has  either  put  on  a  mild- 
er form,  or  phyficians  have  become  better 
acquainted  with  it.  The  lafl  time  of  its 
general  fpreading  was  in  1784,  5,-6  and  7. 
It  was  firft  feen  at  Sanford  in  the  county 
of  York ;  and  thence  diffufed  itfelf,  very 
flowly,  through  moil  of  the  towns  of  New- 
England  ;  but  its  virulence,  and  the  mor- 
tality which  it  caufed,  were  comparatively  Dr,Hsll 
inconfiderable.  '  Its  remote,  or  predifpof-  Jj^Jj^ 
1  ing  caufe,  is  one  of  thofe  myfteries  in  t>on»»*3*s 
*  nature,  which  baffle  human  inquiry.' 


The 
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The  following  Table,  drawn  from  an  account  publi  flied 
by  Mr.  Fitch,  minifter  of  Port/mouth,  July  26,  1736; 
is  a  Bill  of  Mortality  for  14  months  preceding. 


Towns. 

Under 

Between 

Above 

Abo. 

Abo. 

Abe. 

To- 

10. 

10  &  20. 

20. 

30. 

40. 
2 

90. 

tal. 
~99 

Portfmouth 

81 

15 

1 

Dover 

77 

8 

3 

88 

Hampton 

37 

8 

8 

1 

1 

5fi 

Hampton-Falls 

160 

40 

9 

1 

210 

Exeter 

105 

18 

4 

127! 

New-Caflle 

11 

11! 

Gofport 

34 

2 

1 

1 
371 

Rye 

34 

10 
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Greenland 

*3 

2 

3 

18 

Newington 

16 

5 

21 

Newmarket 

20 

1 

1 

22 

Stretham 

18 

18 

Kingfton 

96 

*5 

1 

1 

"8 

Durham 

79 

*5 

6 

100 

Chefter 

21 

3  J 

1 

21 
984 

802 

»39 

35 

4    ' 

After  this  account  was  taken  c  teveral  other  children' 
died  of  the  throat  diftemper.  In  the  town  of  Hamp* 
ton  13  more  within  the  year  1736.  So  that  the 
whole  number  mufl  have  exceeded  a  thoufand.  In  the 
town  of  Kittery,  in  the  County  of  York,  died  122. 

It  appears  alfo,  from  the  church  records  of  Hampton, 
that  from  January  1754,  to  July  1755,  fifty-one  per- 
fons  died  of  the  fame  diftemper,  in  that  town. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XVII. 

State  of  parties.  Controversy  about  lines. 
Commiffioners  appointed.  'Their fejjion  and 
refult.     Appeals.     Complaints. 

E  have  now  come  to  that  part  of 
the  Hiftory  of  New-Hampfhire, 
in  which  may  befeen,  operating  in  a  fmall- 
erfphere,  the  fame  fpirit  of  intrigue  which 
has  frequently  influenced  the  conduct  of 
princes,  and  determined  the  fate  of  na- 
tions. Whilft  on  the  one  hand,  we  fee  Maf- 
fachufetts  ftiffly  afferting  her  chartered 
claims  -,  and  looking  with  contempt,  on 
the  fmall  Province  of  New-Hampfhire, 
over  which  fhe'had  formerly  exercifed  ju- 
rifdicHon ;  wefhallfee,  on  the  other  hand, 
New-Hampfhire  aiming  at  an  equal  rank, 
and  contending  with  her  for  a  large  por- 
tion of  territory  3  not  depending  folely  on 
argument ;  but  feeking  her  refuge  in  the 
royal  favor,  and  making  interefr.  with  the 
fervants  of  the  Crown.    Had  the  contro- 
verfy  been  decided  by  a   court  of  law, 
the  claims  of  Maflachufetts  would  have 
had  as  much  weight,  as  thofe  of  an  indi- 
vidual, in  a  Cafe  of  private  property ;  but 
the  queftion  being  concerning  a  line  of 

junfdiction, 
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jurifdiclion,  it  was  natural  to  expect  a  de- 
eifion,  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  policy  and 
convenience  ;  efpecially  where  the  tribu- 
nal itfelf  was  a  party  concerned. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  party  in 
New-Hampfhire,  who  were  fo  earneftly 
engaged  in  the  eftablifhmerit  of  the  boun- 
dary lines,  had  another  object  in  view, 
„  to  which  this  was  fubordinate.  Their 
avowed  intention  was  to  finifh  a  long  con- 
troverfy,  which  had  proved  a  fource  of 
inconvenience  to  the  people  who  refided 
oh  the  difputed  lands,  or  thofe  who  fought 
an  intereft  in  them  -,  but  their  fecret  defign 
was  to  difplace  Belcher,  and  obtain  a  Gov- 
ernor whofhould  have  no  connexion  with 
Maffachufetts.  To  accornplim  the  prin- 
cipal, it  was  necefTary  that  the  fubordinate 
object  fhould  be  vigorofly  purfued.  The 
Government  of  New-Hampfhire,  with  a 
falary  of  fix  hundred  pounds,  and  perqui- 
fites  amounting  to  two  hundred  pounds 
more,  equal  in  the  whole  to  about  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  was  thought 
to  be  not  worthy  the  attention  of  any 
gentleman  -,  but  if  the  lines  could  be  ex- 
tended on  both  fides,  there  would  be  at 
once  an  increafe  of  territory,  and  a  prof- 
peel  of  fpeculating  in  landed  property ; 
and  in  future  there  would  be  an  increafe 

of 
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of  cultivation,  and  confequently  of  ability 
to  fupport  a  Governor. 

The  people  were  told  that  the  lands 
would  be  granted  to  them  ;  and  by  this 
bait  they  were  induced  to  favor  the  plan ; 
whilff.  the  miniftry  in  England,  were  flat- 
tered with  the  idea,  of  an  increafe  of 
crown  influence  in  the  plantations. 

The  leading  men  in  MafTachufetts  were 
aware  of  the  views  of  thofe  inNew-Hamp- 
fhire,  and  determined  to  guard  againft 
them.  They  prefumed,  that  a  line  of  ju- 
rifdiclion  would  not  affect  property ;  and 
therefore  endeavored  to  fecure  the  lands 
to  themfelves,  by  poflfeffion  and  improve- 
ment, as  far  as  it  was  practicable.  The 
fame  idea  prevailed  among  the  Governor's 
friends  in  New-Hampfhire.  They  per- 
ceived, that  a  tract  of  wildernefs  on  the 
north  eaftern  fide  of  Merrimack  River, 
and  the  ponds  which  flow  into  it,  mult 
doubtlefs  fall  into  New-Hampfhire.  For 
thefe  lands  they  petitioned  the  Governor, 
and  a  charter  was  prepared,  in  which  this 
whole  tract,  called  King's- Wood,  was 
granted  to  them.  It  contained  all  the 
lands  not  before  granted,  between  the 
bounds  of  New-Hampfnire  on  the  fouth- 
weft  and  north- eaffcj  which,  according  to 
the  ideas  of  thofe  concerned,  would  have 
been  fufficient  for  about  four  large  town- 
ships. Governor 
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Governor  Belcher  had  a  difficult  part 
to  aft.  He  was  at  the  head  of  two  rival 
Provinces  ;  he  had  friends  in  both,  who 
were  feeking  their  own  as  well  as  the  pub- 
lic interefr. :  He  had  enemies  in  both,  who 
were  watching  him,  eager  to  lay  hold  on 
the  moft  trivial  miflake,  and  magnify  it  to 
his  difadvantage.  His  own  intereft  was 
to  preferve  his  commiffion,  and  counter-  ; 
a£t  the  machinations  of  his  enemies  -,  but 
as  the  fettlement  of  the  line,  and  the  re-  j 
moving  of  him  from  his  office,  were  car-  J 
ried  on  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the  fame 
perfons,  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  oppofe 
the  latter,  without  feeming  to  oppofe  the 
former.  Befides,  Mr.  Wilks,  the  agent  of 
Maffachufetts,  was  well  known  to  be  his 
friend ;  and  when  it  was  found  neceflary  to 
increafe  the  number,  one  of  them  was  his 
brother, Mr. Partridge.  On  the  other  hand, 
Mr.Rindge  and  Mr.  Thomlinfon  were  his 
avowed  enemies.  There  was  alfo  a  differ- 
ence in  the  mode  of  appointing  thefe  a- 
gents.  Thofe  of  Maffachufetts  were  con- 
ftituted  by  the  Council  and  Reprefenta- 
tives,  with  the  Governor's  confent.  Thofe 
of  New-Hampfhire  were  chofen  by  the 
Reprefentatives  only,  the  Council  non- 
concurring  in  the  choice ;  which,  of  courfe, 

could 
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could  not  be  fan6lioned  by  the  Governor's 
fignature,  nor  by  the  feal  of  the  Province. 

When  the  petition  which  Rindge  pre-  1722- 
fented  to  the  King,  had  been  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  a  copy  of  it  giv- 
en toWilks,  to  be  fent  to  his  conftituents, 
it  became  neceffary  that  they  fhould  in- 
ftrucl:  him.  Their  inftru&ions  were  de- 
fienedhr    expreiied    in    iuch   ambiguous  fonii)3? 

11  1     r  r      1      •  Wilks's 

terms,  that  he  was  left  to  gueis  their  mean-  petition 
ing,  and  afterward  blamed  for  not  obferv-  SSof 
ing  their  directions.     His  embarraffment  Trade* 
on  this  occafion,   exprefTed  in  his  peti- 
tion and  counter  petition,  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  protracted  the  bufmefs,  and  gave 
it  a  complexion,  unfavorable  to  his  con- 
ftituents, but  extremely  favorable  to  the 
defign  of  New-Hampfhire. 

To  bring  forward  the  controverfy,  Par-  1733- 
ris,  the  folicitor  for  the  agents  of  New-  p^^ 
Hampfhire,    moved   a  queftion,  {  From  Jj£;'  or 
£  what  part  of  Merrimack  river  the  line 
4  mould  begin  V  The  Board  of  Trade  re- 
ferred this  queftion,  to  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  General,  who  appointed  a  day  to 
hear  council  on  both  fides.     The  council 
for  New-Hampfhire  infifted,  that  the  line 
ought  to  begin  three  miles  north  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Merrimack.  The  council  for 
MafTachufetts  declared,  that  in  their  opinir 

on, 
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on,  the  folution  of  this  queftion  would  not 
determine  the  controverfy,  and  therefore 
declined  laying  any  thing  upon  it.     The 
jj«a    attorney    and    folicitor    reported,    that 
\-y-j     *  whether  this  were  fo  or  not,  they  could 
'  not  judge  j  but  as  the  queftion  had  been 
jw.  5.      c  referred  to  them,  they  were  of  opinion, 
c  that  according  to  the  charter  of  Willi- 
c  am  and  Mary,  the  dividing  line  ought 
£  to  be  taken,  from  three  miles  north  of 
c  the  mouth  of  Merrimack,  where  it  runs 
£  into  the  iea.'   Copies  of  this  opinion  were 
given  to  each  party  -,  and  the  Lords   of 
1735.    Trade  reported,  that  the  King  mould  ap- 
point Commiffioners,  from  the  neighbor- 
ing Provinces,  to  mark  out  the  dividing 
line.     This  report  was  approved  by  the 
Lords  of  Council. 

Much  time  was  fpent  in  references, 
meffages  and  petitions,  concerning  the 
I737-  adjuftment  of  various  matters;  and  at 
Feb.4&9.  length,  the  principal  heads  of  the  com- 
miffion  were  determined.  The  firft  was, 
that  the  commiffioners  mould  be  appoint- 
ed, from  among  the  Counfellors  of  New- 
York,  New-Jerfey,  Rhode-Ifland  and  No- 
va-Scotia. Thefe  were  all  royal  govern- 
ments, except  Rhode-Ifland ;  and  with 
that  Colony,  as  well  as  New- York,  Maf- 
fachufetts  had  a  controverfy,  refpecling 

•  boundaries, 
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boundaries.  Connecticut,  though  propofed,    1737* 
was  defignedly  omitted,becaufe  it  was  imag-     ^^ 
ined  that  they  would  be  partial  to  Maffa- 
chufetts,  from  thefimilarity  of  their  habits 
and  interefts.   The  other  points  were,  that 
twenty  commiffioners  mould  be  nominat- 
ed, of  whom  five  were  to  be  a  quorum; 
that  they  mould  meet  at   Hampton,  in 
New-Hampfhire,  on  the  firft  of  Auguft,  {^£4 
1737  ;  that  each  Province  ihould  fend  to 
the  Commiffioners,  at  their  jirft  meeting*    . 
the  names  of  two  public  officers,  on  whom 
any  notice,   fummons,  or  final  judgment 
might  be  ferved ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
mould  exhibit,  in  writing,  a  plain  and  full 
ftate  of  their  refpeclive  claims,  copies  of 
which   fhould  be  mutually  exchanged; 
and  that  if  either  Province  fhould  neglect 
to  fend  in  the  names  of  their  officers,  or 
the  full  ftate  of  their  demands,  at  the  time 
appointed,  then  the  Commiffioners  fhould 
proceed  ex  parte.     That  when  the  Com- 
miffioners fhould  have  made  and  figned 
their  final  determination,  they  fhould  fend 
copies  to  the  public  officers,  of  each  Prov- 
ince; and  then   fhould   adjourn   for  fix 
weeks,  that  either  party  might  enter  their 
appeal. 

Thefe  points  being  determined  ;    the 

Board  of  Trade  wrote  letters  to  Belcher, 

I  enclofmg 
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1737.  enclofing  the  heads  of  the  propofed  com- 
*~~t     miffion,  and  directing  him  to  recommend 
to  the  AfFemblies  of  each  Province,   to 
choofe  their  public  officers,  and  prepare 
their   demands,   by  the   time  when   the 
CommifTioners  were  to  meet.     Thefe  were 
accompanied  with  letters  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  feveral  Provinces,  from  which 
the  Commiffioners  were  elected,  inform- 
ing them   of  their  appointment.     The 
letters  were  delivered  to  Parris,  and  by 
original     him  to  Thomlinfon,  to  be  fent  by  the  firft 
PaSs\°f    ftiip  to  America.     Thofe  to  Maffachufetts 
and  New-Hampfhire,   were  directed,  the 
one  to  Mr.  Belcher,  by  name,  as  Governor 
of  Mailachufetts  ,  the  other,  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  rejident  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire ,  and  it  was  required  that  the  delivery 
of  the  letters  mould  be  certified  by  affidavit. 
The  defign  of  this  fingular  inj  unction  was, 
that  Dunbar,  if  prefent,  fliould  receive  the 
letter,   and  call  the  AfTembly  of  New- 
Hampfhire    immediately  5    and    that   if 
Belcher  mould  forbid  or  hinder  it,  the 
blame  of  the  neglect  mould  fall  on  him. 
At  the  fame  time  another  letter,  refpect- 
ing  a  petition  of  a  borderer  on  the  line, 
and  containing  a  reprimand  to  Belcher, 
was  fent  in  the  fame  manner,  to  be  deliv- 
ered by   Dunbar,  into  Belcher's  hands. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  intended  affronts,  both  failed  of    1737. 
their  effect ;  Dunbar  having,  before  the    ^^ 
arrival  of  the  letters,  taken  his  paffage  to 
England. 

The  anxiety  of  Thomlinfon,  to  have 
the  earlieft  notice  poflible,  of  the  intend- 
ed commiffion  fent  to  New-Hampfhire, 
led  him  not  only  to  forward  the  public 
letters ;  but  to  fend  copies  of  all  the  trans- 
actions, to  his  friends  there.     In  a  letter  Feb-  »5» 
to  Wiggen  and  Rindge  (the  committee  original 
who  correfponded  with  him)  he  advifed  MS  '*""' 
them,  to  make  the  neceflary  preparations, 
as  foon  as  poffible,  to  act  in  conformity 
to  the  commiffion  and  inftructions  ;  arid 
even  went  fo  far  as  to  nominate  the  per- 
fons,  whom  they  mould  appoint,  to  man- 
age their  caufe  before  the  Commimoners. 

Thefe  papers  were  communicated  to  Marchj^ 
the  AfTembly,  at  their  feffion  in  March  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  Governor  laid 
before  them,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  favor  of  a  com- 
miffion, which  had  been  made  in  the 
preceding  December.  In  confequence  of 
which,  the  AfTembly  appointed  a  com-  A  tII  lt 
mittee  of  eight*  who  were  empowered 

'to 

-*  Shadrach  Wdlfon,     -\  Andrew  Wiggin,  *j 

George  JafrWy,  1   Of  the  John  Rindge,         I  Of  the 

Jotham  O dionie,        r  Council.  Thomas  Packer,   J  Houf;. 

Theodcie  A:!:"nfon.  J  James  Jaffrey.     J 

I   2 
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1737.  '  to  prepare  witneffes,  pleas  and  allega- 
AitoM  c  tl0US>  papers  and  records,  to  be  laid  be- 
Records  &  c  fore  the  Commiffioners  ;  to  provide  for 

printed  .  .  *  -T 

brief.  c  their  reception  and  entertainment,  and 
4  to  draw  upon  the  Treafurer  for  fuch 
£  fupplies  of  money  as  might  be  needful.' 
This  appointment  was  made  by  the  unit- 
ed voice  of  the  Council  and  Reprefenta- 
tives,  and  confented  to  by  the  Governor; 
and  though  it  was  made,  three  weeks  be- 
fore the  reception  of  the  letters,  from  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  directing  the  appointing 
of  public  officers,  and  preparing  a  flate- 
mentof  claims;  yet  it  was  underftood  to 
be  a  full  compliance  with  the  orders  and 
expectations  of  the  government  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  fame  day  on  which  this  order  paf- 
fed,  the  Governor  prorogued  the  ArTem- 
bly  to  the  fixth  of  July ;  and  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  June  he  prorogued  it  again,  to 
the  fourth  of  Auguft. 

The  letters  refpecting  the  commiffion, 
were  delivered  to  Mr.  Belcher,  on  the 
twenty-fecond  of  April ;  and  he  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  them,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  on  the  tenth  of  May, 
The  commiffion  itfelf  was  ifTued  on  the 
ninth  of  April,  and  fent  to  Mr.  Rindge  f 
who  kept  it  till  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
miffioners, 
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miflioners,  and  then  delivered  it  to  them.    1737. 
The  expenfe  of  it,  amounting  to  one  him-    v""v"^> 
dred  and  thirty-five  pounds  flerling,  was 
paid  by  the  agents  of  New-Hampfhire. 

At  the  fpring  fefTion  of  the  General 
Court  in  Maflachufetts ;  the  Governor  j<i!iQf 
laid  before  them  the  letter  from  the  Lords  Affembly* 
of  Trade,  inclofmg  an  order  from  the 
Privy  Council,  and  recommended  to  them 
to  ftop  all  procefTes  in  law,  refpe6ting  any 
difputes  of  the  borderers,  till  the  bounda- 
ries mould  be  determined.  During  the 
fame  feffion,  he  reminded  them  of  the 
order,  and  defired  them  to  coniider  it  -}  ^uly4" 
telling  them  that  he  had  no  advice  of  the 
appointment  of  Commiflioners.  Kis 
meaning  was,  that  the  commiffion  itfelf, 
in  which  they  were  named,  had  not  been 
fent  to  him  -,  nor  was  he  actually  inform- 
ed that  it  was  in  America,  till  after  he 
had  prorogued  the  Aflemblies  of  both 
Provinces  to  the  fourth  of  Auguft.  In 
obedience  to  the  royal  order,  the  AfTem- 
bly  of  Maflachufetts  appointed  Jofiah  juiy  «. 
Willard,  Secretary,  and  Edward  Winflow, 
Sheriff  of  Suffolk,  to  be  the  two  public 
officers  5  on  whom,  or  at  whofe  place  of 
abode,  any  notice,  fummons,  or  other 
procefs  of  the  Commiflioners,  might  be 
ferved. 

1 3  On 


Auguft  i. 
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1737.  On  the  day  appointed  eight  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  met  at  Hampton.*  They  pub- 
lifhed  their  commiffion,  opened  their 
court,  chofe  William  Parker  their  clerk, 
and  George  Mitchel  furveyor.  On  the 
us  origi.  fame  day,  the  Committee  of  eight,  who 
JtesTJor.  nad  been  appointed  by  the  Affembly  of 
Parker.  New-Hampfhire,  in  April,  appeared  ;  and 
delivered  a  paper  to  the  court,  reciting  the 
order  of  the  King,  for  the  appointment  of 
two  public  officers  5  alleging  that  the  Af- 
fembly  had  not  been  convened  fince  the 
arrival  of  that  order  j  but,  that  there 
mould  be  no  failure  for  want  of  fuch  offi- 
cers, they  appointed  Richard  Waldron, 
Secretary,  and  Eleazer  RufTell,  Sheriff. 
They  alio  delivered  the  claim  and  demand 
of  New-Hampfhire,  in  the  following 
words.  'That  the  fouthem  boundary  of 

*  faid  Province  mould  begin  at  the  end  of 
8  three  miles  north  from,  the  middle  of 

*  the  channel  of  Merrimack  river,  where 
«tes,  and  c  it  runs  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  and 
fetts  jouT-  *  from  thence  mould  run,  on  a  ftraight 

*  line,  weft,  up  into  the  mainland  (toward 
« the  fouth  fea)  until  it  meets  his  Majefty's 

*  other 

Samuel  Vernon,  -\ 
»   William  Skene,  Prefi.  "l  From  John  Gardner,      J  From 

Erafmus  James  Phillips,     /Nova.  John  Potter,  \ Rhode- 

Otfco  Hamilton.  J  Scotia.  EzekielWarner,    j  Ilhnd. 

George  Cornel.   J 


iial,  p. 34. 
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c  other  governments.  And  that  the  north-    1737. 
'  ern  boundary  of  New-Hampfhire  mould    ,-*"v","J 
4  begin  at  the  entrance  of  Pifcataqua  har- 

*  bour,  and  fo  pafs  up  the  fame,  into 
4  the  river  of  Newichwanock,  and  through 
4  the  fame,  into  the  fartheft  head  thereof; 
4  and  from  thence  north  weft  ward,  (that 

*  is,  north,  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  a  point, 

*  weftwardly)  as  far  as  the  Britifh  domin- 
4  ion    extends ;    and    alfo    the    weftern 

*  half  of  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  we  fay,  lies 

*  within  the  Province  of  NeW-Hampmire.' 

The  fame  day,  Thomas  Berry  and  Ben- 
jamin Lynde,  Counfellors  of  Mafiachufetts, 
appeared  and  delivered  the  vote  of  their  Af- 
fembly,  appointing  two  public  officers, 
with  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  by  order 
of  the  Governor,  purporting,  that  4  at  the 
4  laft  rifmg  of  the  Affembly  there  was  no 
c  account  that  any  commifiion  had  arrived  ; 

*  that  the  AfTembly  ftood  prorogued  to 
4  the  fourth  of  Auguftj  that  a  commit- 
4  tee  had  been  appointed,  to  draw  up  a 
4  ftate  of  their  demands,  which  would  be 
4  reported  at  the  next  feilion,  and  there- 
\  fore  praying  that  this  fhort  delay  might 
4  not  operate  to  their  difadvantage/  Up- 
on this,  the  committee  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire drew  up  and  prefented  another  pa- 
per, charging  the  government  of  Maffa- 

1 4  chufetts 


Augud  z. 
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1737.  chufetts  with 'great  backwardnefs,  and 
^  '  averfion  to  any  meafures,  which  had  a 
'  tendency  to  the  fettlement  of  this  long 
c  fubfifting  controverfy  ;  and  alfo  charg- 
ing their  agent,  in  England,  with  having 
ut«.  m"  '  ufed  all  imaginable  artifices,  to  delay  the 
'  iffue  3  for  which  reafon,  the  agent  of 
'  New-Hampfhire  had  petitioned  the  King, 
'  to  give  directions,  that  each  party  might 

*  be  fully  prepared,  to  give  in  a  ftate  of 

*  their  demands,  at  the  fir  ft  meeting  of  the 
'  Co  iimiffioners  ;  which  direction  they 
1  had  faithfully  obferved,  to  the  utmoft  of 
e  their  power ;  and  as  the  Affembiy  of 
'  MafTachufetts  had  made  no  feafonable 
e  preparation,  they  did,  in  behalf  of  Nevv- 
1  Hampfhire,  except  and  proteft  againfl 
'  any  claim  or  evidence  being  received 
c  from  them,  and  pray  the  court  to  pro- 
'  ceed  etc. parte,  agreeably  to  the  commif- 
4  fion.' 

It  was  alleged  in  favor  of  MafTachu- 
fetts, that  by  the  firft  meeting  of  the 
Commiffioners  could  not  be  meant  the 
firft  day,  but  the  firft  fefTiom  The  court 
underftood  the  word  in  this  fenfe,  and  re- 
folved,  that  Maflachufetts  fhould  be  al- 
lowed time,  till  the  eighth  of  Auguft, 
and  no  longer,  to  bring  in  their  claims  j 
and  that  if  they  fhould  fail,  the   court 

would 
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Would  proceed  ex  parte.  The  Court  then 
adjourned  to  the  eighth  day. 

The  AfTembly  of  New-Hampfhire  met  Ac^it  4. 
on  the  fourth  ;  and  the  Secretary,  by  the 
Governor's  order,  prorogued  them  to  the 
tenth,  then  to  meet  at  Hampton-Falls. 
On  the  fame  day,  the  AfTembly  of  MaiTa-  ""**£ * 
chufetts  met  at  Boflon :  and  after  they  feaib,y 

.  ~  J     Records. 

had  received  the  report  of  the  committee, 
who  had  drawn  up  their  claim,  and  dis- 
patched expreffes  to  New- York  and  New- 
Jerfey,  to  expedite  the  other  Commifiion- 
ers  ;  and  appointed  a  committee  to  fup- 
port  their  claims  ;*  the  Governor  adjourn- 
ed them,  to  the  tenth  day,  then  to  meet 
at  Saliiburv.  Thus  the  AiTemblies  of 
both  Provinces  were  drawn  within  five 
miles  of  each  other ;  and  the  Governor 
declared,  in  his  fpeech,  that  he  would  *  acl: 
c  as  a  common  father  to  both.' 

The  claim  of  Maiiachufetts  being  pre-  Au,uftSi 
pared,  was  delivered  to  the  Court,  on  the 
day  appointed.    After  reciting  their  grant 

and 

♦This  committee  confined  of  Edmund  <^inty,  William  Dudley, 
Samuel  Welles,  Thomas  Berry,  and  Benjamin  Lynda,  of  the  Council  j 
andELiSMA  Cooke,  Thomas  Cubing,  Job  Almy,  Henry  Rolfe,  and 
Nathaniel  Peailee,  of  the  Houfe.  Cooke  died  while  the  Commiilioners 
were  fitting.  He  had  been  employed  on  the  fame  affair  at  Newbury  in 
1731,  and  it  was  by  his  means  that  the  bufinefs  was  then  obftrucled.. 
in  reference  to  this,  Belcher,  in  a  private  letter  fays,  '  Generations  to 
come  will  rife  up  and  call  him  cursed.'  On  account  of  Cooke's  death, 
and  the  abfence  of  another  member,  they  appointed  John  Read  and 
Hubert  Aucnmuty.     Augufti3. 
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1 73  jp,  and  charters,  and  the  judicial  determina- 
^•~^    tion  in  1677,  they  afferted  their  'claim 

Journal,  J '  '  [    ■>  ^ 

Fge  0.     <  and  demand,  ftill  to  hold  and  pofiefs,  by 

*  a  boundary  line,  on  the  foutherly  fide  of 
'  New-Hampfhire,  beginning  at  the  lea, 
4  three  Englifh  miles  north  from  the  Black 
4  Rocks,  fo  called,  at  the  mouth  of  the  riv- 
i  er  Merrimack,  as  it  emptied  itfelf  into 

*  the  fea  fixty  years  ago  %  thence,  running 
1  parallel  with  the  river,  as  far  northward 
'  as  the  crotch  or  parting  of  the  river  > 

*  thence  due  north,  as  far  as  a  certain  tree, 

*  commonly  known  for  more  than  feven- 
4  ty  years  pari,  by  the  name  of  Endicot's 

*  tree  3  funding  three  miles  northward  of 
«  faid  crotch  or  parting  of  Merrimack  riv- 

*  er;  and  thence,  due  weft  to  the  South 
«  Sea  -j  which  (they  faid)  they  were  able  to 

*  prove,  by  ancient  and  inconteftible  evi- 

*  dence,  were  the  bounds  intended,  grant- 
%ed  and  adjudged  to  them  ;  and  they  in- 
1  filled  on  the  grant  and  fettlement  as 
6  above  laid,  to  be  conclufive  and   irre- 

*  fragable. 

*  On  the  northerly  fide  of  New-Hamp- 
€  mire,  they  claimed  a  boundary  line,  be- 
«  ginning  at  the  entrance  of  Pifcataqua 
c  harbour^  palling  up  the  fame,  to  the 
6  river  Ncwichwanock ;  through  that  to 
i  the  fartheft  head  thereof,and  from  thence 

'  a  due 
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5  a  due  north  weft  line,  till  one  hundred  1737. 
£  and  twenty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  ^— y~-J 
£  Pifcataqua  harbour  be  fmifhed.' 

The  Court  ordered  copies  of  the  claims  , 
of  each  Province,  to  be  drawn  and  ex- 
changed >  and  having  appointed  Benjamin 
Rolfe  of  Bofton,  an  additional  Clerk,  they 
adjourned  to  the  tenth  day  of  the  month. 

On  that  day  both  AfFemblies  met  at  the 
appointed  places.  A  cavalcade  was  form- 
ed from  Bofton  to  Salifbury,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor rode  in  ftate,  attended  by  a  troop  of 
horfe.*  He  was  met  at  Newbury  ferry 
by  another  troop ;  who,  joined  by  three 
more  at  the  fuppofed  divifional  line,  con- 
dueled  him  to  the  George  Tavern,  at 
Hampton-Falis  ;  where  he  held  a  Coun- 
cil and  made  a  fpeech  to  the  Ailembly  of 
New-Hampfhire.  Whilft  both  AfTem- 
blies  were  in  feiiion  ■;  the  Governor,  with 
a  felecl:  company,  made  an  excurfion,  of 

three 

*■  This  proceffion  occafionetf  the  following  pafquinade,  in  an  affumsd 
Hibernian  ftyle. 

*  Dear  Paddy,  you  oe'er  did  behold  fuch  a  fight, 
As  yefterday  morning  was  feen  before  night. 
You  in  all  your  born  days  faw,  nor  I  didn't  neither, 
So  many  fine  horfes  ahd  men  ride  together. 
At  the  head,   the  lower  houfe  trotted  two  in  a  row, 
Then  all  the  higher  houfe  prane'd  after  the  low  ; 
Then  the  Governor's  coach  gallop'd  on  like  the  wind, 
And  the  laft  that  came  foremoft  were  troopers  behind  ; 
But  I  fear  it  means  no  good,  to  your  neck  nor  mine  j 
for  they  fay  'tis  to  fix  a  right  place  for  the  line.' 

ColieQionof  Poems,  p.  54.. 
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1737.  three  days,  to  the.falls  of  Amufkeag;  an 
account  of  which  was  published  in  the 
papers,  and  concluded  in  the  following 
manner  :    *  His   Excellency   was   much 

weekly      <  pleafed  with  the  fine  foil  of  Chefter,  the 

News  Let-         £ 

ter,  aus.    £  extraordinary  improvements   at  Derry, 
4  and  the  mighty  falls  at  Skeag.' 

In  the  fpeech,  which  the  Governor 
made  to  the  Aflembly  of  New-Hampihire, 
he  recommended  to  them  to  appoint  two 
officers,  agreeably  to  his  Majefty's  com- 
rniflion.  The  Aflembly  appeared  to  be 
much  furprifed  at  this  fpeech ;  and  in 
A„  LT  their  anfwer,  faid,  that  4the  committee 
jownai      <  before  appointed  had  already  given  in 

*  the  names  of  two  officers,  which  they 

*  approved  of  -,  for  had  it  not  been  done, 

*  at  the  firft  meeting  of  the  Commiffioners, 

*  they  might  have  proceeded  ex  parte" 
Confidering  the  temper  and  views  of 

Mr.  Belcher's  opponents,  this  was  rather' 
unfortunate  for  him,  fo  loon  after  his 
profeflion  of  being  '  a  common  father  to 
both  Provinces.'  For  if  the  committee 
had  a  right  to  nominate  the  two  officers, 
then  his  recommendation  was  needlefs ; 
if  they  had  not,  it  might  juftly  be  afked, 
why  did  he  not  call  the  Afiemb'y  together, 
on  the  fixth  of  July,  to  which  day  they 
had   been  prorogued?  The  excufe  was, 

that 


and  printed 
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that  he  did  it,  to  avoid  any  objection,  1737. 
which  might  be  made  to  the  regularity  of  v^r*J 
their  appointment  j  and  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  ratify  and  confirm  it.  The 
truth  was,  that  Mr.  Belcher  highly  re- 
lented the  conduct  of  the  committee  of 
New-Hampfhire,  who  concealed  the  com- 
miflion,  and  never  communicated  it  to 
him  in  form.  Had  he  been  aware  of  the 
ufe,  which  his  enemies  might  make,  of  his 
rigid  adherence  to  forms,  when  he  could 
not  but  know  the  contents  of  the  com- 
miffion,  and  the  time  when  it  muft  be  ex- 
ecuted, prudence  might  have  dictated  a 
more  flexible  con  duel.  They  did  not  fail, 
to  make  the  utmoft  advantage  of  his  mis- 
takes, to  ferve  the  main  caufe  which  they 
had  in  view. 

The  exprefTes  which  were  fent  by  Maf- 
fachufetts,  to  call  the  other  Commiffion- 
ers,  had  no  other  effect  than  to  add  to  the 
number,  Philip  Livingftone,  from  New- 
York  j  who,  being  fenior  in  nomination, 
prefided  in  the  Court. 

To  prevent  the  delay,  which  would  un- 
avoidably attend  the  taking  of  plans  from 
actual  furveys  ;  theCommiffioners  recom- 
mended, to  both  AfTemblies,  to  agree  upon 
a  plan,  by  which  the  pretenfions  of  each 
Province  ihould  be  underftood  -,  but  as 

this 
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1737.  this  could  not  be  done,  a  plan  drawn  by 
s~"v**~'  Mitchel  was  accepted,  and  when  their  re- 
mit was  made  this  plan  was  annexed  to 
it.  They  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  an- 
fwers,  which  each  party  made,  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  other,  and  to  examine  wit- 
neffes  on  both  fides.  Neither  party  was 
willing  to  admit  the  evidence,  produced 
by  the  other,  and  mutual  exceptions  and 
protects  were  entered.  The  points  in  de- 
bate were,  whether  Merrimack  river,  at 
that  time,  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea,  at 
the  fame  place  where  it  did  fixty  years  be- 
fore ?  Whether  it  bore  the  fame  name, 
from  the  fea,  up  to  the  crotch  ?  and  wheth- 
er it  were  pofhble  to  draw  a  parallel  line, 
three  miles  northward,  of  every  part  of  a 
river  5  the  courfe  of  which  was,  in  fome 
places,  from  north  to  fouth  ? 

With  refpect  to  the  boundary  line,  be- 
tween New-Hampmire  and  Maine;  the 
controverted  points  were,  whether  it 
mould  run  up  the  middle  of  the  river,  or 
on  its  north-eaftern  more  ;  and  whether 
the  line,  from  the  head  of  the  river,  mould 
be  due  north-weft,  or  only  a  few  degrees 
weft  ward  of  north. 

The  grand  point  on  which  the  whole 
controverfy  refpecling  the  fouthern  line 
turned,  was,  whether  the  charter  of  Wil- 
liam 


N  E  W-H  A  MPSHIR  E.  143 

liam  and  Mary  granted  to  Maflachufetts,   1737* 
all  the  lands  which  were  granted,  by  the    w^vrf" 
charter  of  Charles  the  firft  ?  On  this  ques- 
tion, the  Commiflioners  did  not  come  to 
any  conclufion.     Reafons  of  policy  might 
have  fome  weight,  to  render  them  indeci- 
five  >  but,  whether  it  were  really  (o  or  not, 
they  made  and  pronounced  their  refult  in 
the  following  words.     'In  purfuance  of  SePt2- 
\  his  Majefty's  commiffion,  the  Court  took  ms  copy, 
c  under  confideration,  the  evidences,  pleas, 

*  and  allegations. offered  and  made  by  each  ivianrach*. 

*  party  ;  and  upon  mature  advifement  on  r!muy,V 
\  the  whole,  a  doubt  arofe  in  point  of  lav/ ;  35> 

*  and  the  Court  thereupon  came  to  the 

*  following  refolution.   That  if  the  char- 

<  ter  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary, 

*  grants  to  the  Province  of  Maflachufetts 
'  Bay,  all  the  lands  granted  by  the  charter 
c  of  King  Charles  the  firft,  lying  to  the 
'  northward  of  Merrimack  river;  then 
5  the  Court  adjudge  and  determine,  that 
(  a  line  mall  run,  parallel  with  the  faid 

*  river,  at  the  diftance  of  three  Englifh 
c  miles,  north  from  the  mouth  of  the  faid 
c  river,  beginning  at  the  foutheiiy  fide  of 
'  the  Black  Rocks,  fo  called,  at  low  wa- 
i  ter  mark)  and  from  thence  to  run  to  the 

*  crotch,  where  the  rivers  of  PemigewafTet 

<  and  Winipifeogee  meet;  and  from  thence 

*  due 
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1737.  *  due  north  three  miles,  and  from  thence  due 
S0nr*  4  weft,  toward  the  fouth  fea,  until  it  meets 
c  with  his  Majefty's  other  governments  j 
4  which  fhali  be  the  boundary  or  dividing 
4  line,  between  the  faid  Provinces  of  Maf- 
4  fachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire,  on  that 
c  fide.  But,  if  otherwife,  then  the  Court 
*  adjudge  and  determine,  that  a  line  on 
4  the  foutherly  fideof  New-Hampfhire,  be- 
,  *  ginning  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles 
'  north,  from  the  foutherly  fide  of  the 
4  Black  Rocks  aforefaid,  at  low  water  mark, 
4  and  from  thence  running  due  weft,  up 
4  into  the  main  land,  toward  the  fouth 
4  fea,  until  it  meets  with  his  Majefty's 
4  other  governments,  mail  be  the  bounda- 
4  ry  line  between  the  faid  Provinces,  on  the 
4  fide  aforefaid  :  Which  point  in  doubt, 
4  the  Court  humbly  fubmit,  to  the  wife 
4  confideration  of  his  moft  facred  Majefty, 
4  in  his  Privy  Council ;  to  be  determined 
4  according  to  his  royal  will  and  pleafure. 
4  As  to  the  northern  boundary,  between 
)  the  faid  Provinces,  the  Court  refolve  and 
4  determine ;  that  the  dividing  line  mall 
4  pafs  up  through  the  mouth  of  Pifeata- 
4  qua  harbour,  and  up  the  middle  of  the 
4  river  of  Newichwanock,  (part  of  which 
4  is  now  called  Salmon-Falls )  and  through 
4  the  middle  of  the  fime,  to  the  fartheft 

4  head 
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'head  thereof,  and  from  thence  north,  1737. 
f  two  degrees  wefterly,  until  one  hundred 
c  and  twenty  miles  be  fmifhed,  from  the 
s  mouth  of  Pifcataqua  harbour  aforefaid  5 
'  or  until  it  meets  with  his  Majefty's  other 
<  governments.  And,  that  the  dividing 
*  line  fhall  part  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  and 
'  run  through  the  middle  of  the  harbour, 
1  between  the  iflands,  to  the  fea,  on  the 
'  foutherly  fide  j  and  that  the  fouthwefter- 
'  ly  part  of  laid  iflands  fhall  lie  in,  and  be 
c  accounted  part  of,  the  Province  of  New - 
'  Hampfhire  ;  and  that  the  north-eafterly 
'  part  thereof  mail  lie  in,  and  be  account- 
e  ed  part  of,  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts 
'  Bay ;  and  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  faid 
4  Provinces  refpee~lively,  in  the  fame  man- 
'  ner  as  they  now  do,  and  have  heretofore 
6  held  and  enjoyed  the  fame. 

c  And  the  Court  do  further  adjudge, 
'  that  the  coil  and  charge  arifing  by  tak> 

*  ing   out  the  Commiffion,   and  alfo  of 

*  the  CommirTioners  and  their  officers, 
'  viz.  the  two  Clerks,  Surveyor  and 
'  Waiter,  for  their  travelling  expenfes,  and 
<  attendance  in  the  execution  of  the  fame, 

*  be  equally  borne  by  the  faid  Provinces.' 

Thus  this  long  depending  queftion,  af- 
ter all  the  time,  expenfe  and  argument, 
which  it  had  occafioned,  remained  unde- 
cided, When 


146  HISTORY    OF 

1 737*       When  this  evafive  decree  was  publifhed, 
v,orN,'     the  Commiffioners  adjourned,  to  the  four- 
teenth of  October,   to   receive  appeals; 
and  the  fame  day,  the  Governor,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  Council  only,   adjourned 
the  AfTembly  of  New-Hampfhire  to  the 
twelfth  of  Oclober.     By  this  fudden  ad- 
journment, it  was  impomble  for  them  to 
obtain  a  copy  of  the  decree,  before  their 
difperfion,  or  to  frame  an  appeal,  till  two 
days  before  the  time,  when  it  mufl:  have 
been  prefented.     The  AfTembly  of  Mafla- 
chufetts  continued  their  feffion,at  Salifbu- 
ry,  five  days  longer.     On  the  fifth  of  Sep- 
tember, they  obtained  copies  of  the  royal 
Commiflion,  and  the  decree  of  the  Com- 
miffioners, which  they  entered  on  their 
journal.     On  the  fixth,  they  agreed  upon 
an  appeal;  and  on  the  feventh,  at  the  unit- 
ed requeft  of  both  Houfes,  the  Governor 
adjourned  them  to  the  12th  of  October. 

The  fudden  adjournment  of  the  AfTem- 
bly of  New-Hampfhire,  when  that  of 
Mafiachufetts  continued  their  feflion,  was 
unfortunate  for  Governor  Belcher ;  and 
gave  his  opponents  another  advantage,  to 
purfue  their  grand  defign  againft  him. 
The  reafons  affigned  for  it  were,  that  the 
PbS  report  of  the  Commiffioners  being  fpecial, 
the  whole  matter  would  of  courfe  come 

before 
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before  the  King,  without  any  appeal  from  1 73 7. 
either  Province.  For  this  reafon,  a  major-  v"nr*' 
ity  of  the  Council  were  againft  an  appeal. 
That  as  the  committee,  appointed  in  A- 
pril,  had  the  fame  power  to  act  in  the  re- 
cefs,  as  in  the  feffion  of  the  AfTembly; 
and,  as  the  Council  were  againft  appeal- 
ing 5  fo  the  appeal  could  not  be  made,  by 
the  whole  AfTembly,  and  therefore  the 
Governor  thought,  that  the  beft  fervice 
which  he  could  do  to  the  Province,  was  to 
adjourn  the  AfTembly,  and  leave  the  whole 
bufinefs  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 
With  refpect  to  the  fhort  time,  between 
the  1 2th  and  14th  of  October,  it  wasob- 
ferved,  that  the  claim  of  New-Hampfhire 
was  contained  in  a  few  lines,  and  their 
exceptions  to  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
miflioners  might  be  prepared  in  a  quarter 
of  an  hour. 

Both  AfTemblies  met  again,  in  the  fame 
places,  at  the  appointed  time.  The  Re-  oa-  12* 
prefentatives  of  New-Hampfhire  having, 
by  the  help  of  their  committee,  in  the  re- 
cefs  of  the  AfTembly,  obtained  the  papers, 
framed  their  exceptions  andfent  amefTage, 
to  know  if  the  Council  were  fitting  j  but 
the  Council,  being  determined  againft  an 
appeal,  had  met  and  adjourned,  without 
doing  any  bufinefs.  The  Houfe  therefore 
K  2  was 
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1737*  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  defiring 
^"^    the  Commiffioners  to  receive  their  appeal, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Governor 
and  Council.     The  appeal,  from  the  Af- 
fembly  of  Maflachufetts,  was  prefented  in 
due  form,  authenticated  by  the  Speaker, 
Secretary  and  Governor.    Their  commit- 
tee entered  a  proteft  again  ft  the  appeal  of 
New-Hampfhire,  becaufe  it  was  not  an  act 
of  the  whole  Legiflature;  neverthelefs,  the 
Commiffioners  received  it,  and  entered  it 
on  their  minutes.     Having  received  thefe 
appeals,   the    Commiffioners    adjourned 
their  Court  to  the  firft  of  Auguft  in  the 
next  year,  but  they  never  met  again. - 
The  Aflembly  of  Maflachufetts  appoint- 
™t ?o t  ed  Edmund  Quincy  and  Richard  Partridge 
?eiwy.Af"  Agents,  to  join  with  Francis  Wilks,  their 
former  agent,  in  the  profecution  of  their 
appeal  before  the  King;  and  raifed  the 
fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to 
defray  the  expenfe. 

When  the  Reprefentatives  of  New- 
Hampfhire  propofed  the  raifing  of  money, 
printed  t0  profecute  their  appeal,  the  Council  non- 
wtf-  concurred  the  vote.  Their  reafons  were, 
that  the  appeal  was  not  an  acl  of  the 
Council ;  that  they  had  no  voice  in  the 
appointment  of  the  agent ;  and,  that  at 
the  beginning  of  the  affair,  the  Houfe  had 

declared 
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declared  to  the  Council,  that  the  expenfe  1737. 
of  it  would  be  defined  by  private  fab-  ^^^ 
fcription. 

At  this  feffion  of  the  Maflachufetts  Af- 
fembly,  Mr.  Belcher  put  them  in  mind 
that  he  had  fuffered  in  his  intereft,  by  the 
continually  finking  value  of  their  bills  of 
credit,  in  which  his  falary  was  paid ;  a 
point  which  he  had,  often  before,  urged  Huotch,1I» 
them  to  confider.  In  anfwer  to  this  mef- 
fage,  they  made  him  a  grant  of  £333,6,8,  jonm.i, 
in  bills  of  the  new  tenor.  The  fame  day, 
they  made  a  grant  of  the  like  fum,  to  the 
Prefident  of  Harvard  College.  Both  thefe 
fums  appear  to  have  been  juftly  due;  and  at 
any  other  time,  no  exception  could  have 
been  made  to  either.  But,  becaufe  the  grant 
to  the  Governor  happened  to  be  made,  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  grant  of  £2000 
fterling  to  the  agents,  his  opponents  pre- 
tended, that  he  received  it  as  a  bribe,  from 
the  AfTembly  of  Maflachufetts,  for  favor- 
ing their  caufe. 

The  appeal  of  New-Hampfhire,  from 
the  judgment  of  the  Commiflloners,  was  mss. 
founded  on  the  following  reafons.  With 
refpecl  to  the  foutherly  line ;  becaufe  it 
made  the  Black  Rocks,  lying  in  a  bay  of 
Merrimack  river,  the  point  from  which 
the  three  miles  were  to  be  meafured  5  which 
K  3  point 
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1737.  point  was  three  quarters  of  a  mile  north 
*— *— ■>  of  the  river's  mouth ;  and,  becaufe  a  line, 
parallel  with  the  river,  was  not  only  im- 
practicable, but  founded  on  the  old  char- 
ter, which  had  been  vacated ;  and,  if  prac- 
ticable, yet  ought  not  to  go  farther  than 
the  river  held  a  wefterly  courfe.  With  ref- 
pect  to  the  northern  boundary,  they  ob- 
jected to  that  part  of  the  judgment  only, 
which  directed  the  line  to  run  up  the  mid- 
dle of  the  river ;  alleging  that  the  grant 
to  Gorges  was  only  of  land,  between  that 
river  andKenebec;  and  that  New-Hamp- 
fhire  had  always  been  in  pofreffion  of  the 
whole  river,  and  had  maintained  a  fortrefs 
which  commanded  its  entrance. 

The  appeal  of  MarTachufetts  was  ground- 
ed on  the  following  reafons.  That  by  the 
charter  of  William  and  Mary,  the  old  Col- 
ony of  MarTachufetts  was  re-incorporated 
without  any  exception  ;  that  this  charter 
empowered  the  Governor  and  General 
Allembly  to  grant  all  lands,  comprehended 
in  the  old  Colony  \  that  the  committee  oi 
New-Hampfhire  acknowledged,  thatNew- 
Hampfhire  lay  without  the  late  Colony  oi 
MarTachufetts,  by  declaring  that  it  was 
between  that  and  the  Province  of  Maine ; 
that  the  weft  line,  claimed  by  New-Hamp- 
{hire,  would  crofs  Merrimack  river,  thirt] 

miles 
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miles  from  its  mouth,  and  exclude  forty  1737. 
miles  of  faid  river  out  of  Maffachufetts,  C^V-"J 
though  declared,  by  both  charters,  to 
be  in  it.  They  objected  to  extending 
the  line  of  New-Hampfhire  till  it  mould 
meet  with  his  Majefty's  other  governments  -r 
becaufe  according  to  Maforis  grant,  New- 
Hampfhire  could  extend  no  farther  than 
fixty  miles  from  the  fea.  With  refpect 
to  the  northern  boundary,  they  objected 
to  a  line  north,  two  degrees  weftwardly, 
alleging  that  it  ought  to  be  on  the  north- 
weft  point  ;  they  alfo  excepted  to  the  pro- 
traction  of  this  line,  till  it  mould  meet 
with  his  Majefty's  other  governments ;  al- 
leging that  it  ought  to  extend  no  farther 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  the 
fixed  limits  of  the  Province  of  Maine. 

It  was  unfortunate  for  Maffachufetts 
that  their  committee  had  brought  Mafon's 
grant,  in  evidence  to  the  Commiffioners, 
and  again  recited  it  in  their  appeal ;  for  a 
line  of  fixty  miles  from  the  fea  would 
crofs  Merrimack  river,  long  before  the 
fimilar  curve  line,  for  which  they  contend- 
ed, could  be  completed.  Befides,  Mafon's 
grant  extended  to  Naumkeag ;  which  was 
much  further  fouthward,  than  they  would 
have  been  willing  to  admit. 

K  4  It 
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It  may  feem  curious  and  unaccounta- 
ble to  moft  readers,  that  the  Commiflion- 
ers  mould  determine  the  northern,  or  rath- 
er eaftern  bounds  of  the  northern  part  of 
New-Hampfhire,  to  be  a  line  drawn  north, 
two  degrees  weflerly,  from  the  head  of  Sal- 
mon-fall River  -,  when  the  exprefs  words 
of  Gorges'  patent  are  c  north  weft  ward.' 
The  agents  for  MafTachufetts,  when  this 
claim  was  put  in  by  New-Hampfhire, 
could  hardly  think  it  was  ferioufly  meant, 
when  it  was  alleged  that  by  northweft- 
ward  muft  be  underftood,  north  a  little 
weftward.  The  only  oftenlible  reafon, 
given  for  this  conftruction  was,  that  if  a 
northweft  line  had  been  intended,  then  a 
foutheaft  line,  drawn  from  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,  would  leave  all  the  Ifles  of 
Shoals  in  New-Hampfhire ;  whereas,  the 
dividing  line  runs  between  them.  On  the 
other  fide,  it  might  have  been  faid,  with 
equal  propriety,  that  a  line  drawn  fouth, 
two  degrees  eaft,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  would  leave  all  thefe  iflands  in 
MafTachufetts.  For  the  point  where  the 
iflands  are  divided  bears  fouth,  twenty- 
nine  degrees  eaft,  from  the  middle  of  the 
harbour's  mouth ;  the  variation  of  the 
needle  being  fix  degrees  weft. 

When 
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When  this  affair  was  again  agitated  in  1737* 
England,  the  agents  of  Maffachufetts  oh-  ^^ 
tained  a  certificate  from  the  learned  Dn 
Halley,  that  a  line  northweftward  ought 
to  run  forty-five  degrees  weftward  of  the 
north  point.  This  was  demonftratively 
true ;  but  there  were  political  reafons  for 
diffenting  from  mathematical  demonftra- 
tion.  One  of  them  is  thus  exprefied,  in  a 
private  letter,  from  a  committee  of  the 
Anembly,    to  their    agent  Thomlinfbn. 

*  We  hope  that  the  northern  line  will  be 
1  but  a  few  degrees,  to  the  weftward  of 

*  north,  that  his  Majefty's  Province  may 

*  include  the  greateft  number,  and  beft 

*  mafl  trees  for  the  royal  navy.'  Though 
this  thought  might  never  have  occurred 
to  a  mathematician,  yet  fome  of  the  Com- 
miflioners  were  doubtlefs  acquainted  with 
it  -,  and  it  was  too  important,  not  to  have 
been  communicated  to  the  King's  minif- 
ters.  Another  political  reafon  of  diiTent 
was,  that  by  enlarging  New-Hampfhire, 
there  would  be  a  better  profpecl  of  obtain- 
ing a  diftincl:  Governor,  which  was  the 
grand  objecl:  in  view. 

The  new  agent  of  Maffachufetts,  Ed-    1738. 
mund   Quincy,    died  of  the  fmall-pox,     ^^ 
foon  after  his  arrival  in  London.     The 
affair  was  then  left  in  the  hands  of  Wilks. 

and 
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2738.  and  Partridge,  neither  of  whom  under- 


V-y— > 


flood  fo  much  of  the  controverfy  as  Thom- 
linfon  j  who  was  alfo  far  fuperior  to  them 
in  addrefs.  In  his  letters,  to  his  friends 
in  New-Hampfhire,  he  frequently  blames 
them  for  their  negligence,  in  not  fending 
to  him  the  neceffary  papers  in  proper 
feafon ;  and  when  fent,  for  the  want  of 
correctnefs  and  regularity  in  them.  But 
their  deficiency  was  abundantly  compen- 
fated  by  the  dexterity  of  his  folicitor,  Par- 
ris ;  who  drew  up  a  long  c  petition  of  ap- 
f  peal  \  in  which,  all  the  circumftances, 
attending  the  whole  tranfaction,  from  the 
beginning,  were  recited.,  and  colored,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  afperfe  the  Governor 
and  AfTembly  of  '  the  vafl,  opulent,  over- 
c  grown  Province  of  MafTachufetts ;'  while 
*  the  poor,  little,  loyal,diflreiled  Province  of 
4  New-Hampfhire'  was  reprefented  as  ready 
to  be  devoured,  and  the  King's  own  prop- 
erty and  pofleflions  fwallowed  up,  by  the 
boundlefs  rapacity  of  the  charter  govern- 
ment. Concerning  the  manner  in  which 
this  mafterly  philippic  was  framed,  and 
the  principal  object  at  which  it  was  di- 
rected, there  can  be  no  better  evidence, 
than  that  which  is  contained  in  a  letter, 
written  by  Parris  to  Thomlinfon,  and  by 
him    fent    to    New-Hampfhire.     '  Two 

c  nights 
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nights  ago,  I  received  a  heap  of  papers    1738. 


from  you,  about  the  lines ;  and  have  ^ 
been  four  times  to  the  Colony  Office, 
and  Board  of  Trade,  to  difcover  what  I 
could  in  this  imperfect  affair  ;  but  can- 
not fee  the  cafe,  till  after  Tuefday  next. 
Notwithftandiug  which,  I  have,  as  well 
as  I  can,  without  proper  materials,  drawn 
up  a  long  petition  of  appeal,  to  his  Ma- 
jefly ;  and  as  the  Maffachufetts  have 
not  yet  prefented  theirs,  I  fend  you 
the  draught  of  it,  and  hope  we  fhall  have 
our  appeal,  as  well  as  the  petition,  from 
the  New-Hampfhire  Aflembly,  in,  be- 
fore the  Maffachufetts  get  theirs  in.  Had 
your  principals  confidered  the  great  con- 
fequence  of  being  firfr,  furely,  in  all  this 
time,  they  would  have  fent  you  a  copy 
of  theirproceedings,  in  order  to  have  en- 
abled us  to  be  firfl ;  but,  as  it  is,  I  am 
forced -to  guefs  at  matters,  and  affirm 
faBs  at  adventure,  or  upon  dubious  para- 
ges in  letters  ;  which  is  a  fad  way  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  I  wifh  we  do  not  miftake 
fome  facts.  They  oblige  us  to  make 
brick  without  ftraw.  Above  all,  why 
did  they  not  fend  a  copy  of  their  own 
appeal  ?  For  want  of  it,  I  have  been  for- 
ced to  guefs  what  that  appeal  was,  from 

*  loofe 
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1738.  '  loofe  pafTages  in  Mr.  A's  letters.  Beg 
Wv^'  ■  them,  immediately  to  order,  an  exact 
c  copy  to  be  made  of  all  their  votes,  from 
c  March  to  October  laft.  Had  thefe  votes 
c  come  over  regularly  and  authentically, 
'  his  Excellency  would  have  bzznjhak- 
1  en  quite  down,  in  a  few  weeks  by  them. 
*  You'll  obferve,  I  have  laid  it  on  him  pret- 
i  ty  handfomely,  in  my  petition  to  the 
1  King.'* 

Thus  the  petition  of  appeal  became  a 
petition  of  complaint,  againft  the  Gover- 
nor and  Affembly  of  Maflachufetts.  Cop- 
ies were  delivered  to  their  agents,  and  the 
Governor  was  ordered  to  make  anfwer  to 
the  allegations  againft  him.  At  the  fame 
time,  Thomlinfon  advifed  his  friends  in 
New-Hampfhire,  to  prepare  their  proofs, 

fon'TMs  zsjilently  as  pbffible  ;  and  by  no  means  to 
give  any  offence  to  the  Governor  -,  aflur- 
ing  them  of  the  favorable  difpofition  of 
feveral  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  as 
well  as  the  Board  of  Trade,  toward  their 
caufe  -,  and  that  they  had  need  to  be  in 
no  pain,  about  the  event. 

The 

*  This  petition  is  printed  at  large,  in  the  Journal  of  the  Mafla» 
chufettB  Affembly  for  173?,  with  their  vindication  annexed,  in 
which  they  call  the  petition  '  a  chain  of  blundering,  if  not  mali- 
£  clous  falfchoods»' 
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The  death  of  Mr.  Quincy  at  this  criti-  1738. 
cal  period,  and  the  length  of  time  necef- 
fary  to  prepare  and  fend  over  anfwers,  to 
the  complaint  which  Parris  had  thus  art- 
fully drawn  up,  obliged  the  agents  of 
MafTachufetts  to  fufpend  the  prcfenting 
of  their  appeal  for  feveral  months. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XVIII. 

Revival  of  Mason's  claim.  Accusations 
againjl  Belcher,  real  and  forged.  Roy- 
al cenfure.  Final efiablijhment of  the  lines. 
Hutchinson's  agency.  Spanifo  war. 
Belcher's  zeal  and  fidelity.  His  remov- 
al.    Examination  of  his  character. 

f  |  *  H  E  fpirit  of  intrigue  was  not  con- 
JL  fined  to  New-Hampfliire  -,  for  the 
politicians  of  Maflachufetts,  by  bringing 
into  view  the  long  dormant  claim  of  Ma- 
fon,  had  another  game  to  play,  befides 
proving  the  fmall  extent  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire.  They  perceived  that  the  line, 
whether  fettled  according  to  their  own 
demand  or  that  of  New-Hampfhire, 
would  cut  off  a  considerable  part  of  feve- 
ral  of  their  townfhips ;  and  though  they 
had,  by  their  agent,  obtained  a  promife, 
that  private  property  mould  not  be  affecl- 
ed  by  the  line  of  jurifdiction,  yet  they 
thought  it  beft  to  have  fome  other  fecu- 
rity. 

For  what  reafon  the  government  of 
Maflachufetts  did  not  purchafe  the  Prov- 
ince of  New-Hampfhire,   from   Robert 

Mafon, 


P' 


n8. 
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Mafon,  at  the  fame  time  (1677)  that  they 
purchafed  the  Province  of  Maine,  from 
the  heirs  of  Gorges,  we  are  not  now  able 
precifely  to  determine.  It  is  probable  seeVoi.i. 
that  the  purchafe  might  then  have  been 
eafily  made,and  much  controverfy  prevent- 
ed. When  it  was  fold,  by  John  and  Robert 
Mafon,  to  Samuel  Allen  ( 1 69 1 )  the  bargain 
was  made  in  England  3  and  the  lands  were, 
by  fiction  of  law,  fuppofed  to  be  there  3*  by 
which  means,  the  procefs  reflecting  the 
fine  and  recovery  was  carried  on  in  the 
Court  of  King's  bench.  During  the  lives 
of  the  two  Mafons,  no  notice  was  taken 
of  the  fuppofed  flaw  \  and  the  fale  to  Allen 
was  not  difputed.  The  brothers  returned 
to  America.  John  the  elder,  died  without 
iflue.  Robert  married  in  New-England, 
and  had  a  fon  5  who,  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  conceived  hopes  of  invalidating 
Allen's  purchafe,  and  regaining  his  pa- 
ternal inheritance  ;  which  it  was  fuppofed 
could  not  have  been  transferred  by  his  fa- 
ther and  uncle,  for  any  longer  term,  than 
their  own  lives.  It  was  alfo  faidthat  the 
fiction,  by  which  the  lands  were  defcribed, 
to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts 

of 

*  In  the  procefs  by  which  the  entail  was  then  docked,  the  fituatioa 
of  the  lands  is  exprefled  in  thefe  words. 

*  In  New-Hampihire,   Main,  Mifonia,   Laconia,  Mafon-haJI  and 
•  Mariana,  in  New-England,  in  America,  in  the  parifli  of  Greenwich.* 

MS  in  Proprietary  Office- 
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of  Weftminfter  Hall,  rendered  the  pro- 
ceedings void  j  and  therefore  that  the  en- 
tail was  itill  good.  Filled  with  thefe  ideas, 
he  made  ftrenuous  exertions,  to  acquire 
money,  to  affiit  him  in  realizing  his  ex- 
pectations ;  but  died  in  the  midft  of  his 
days,   at  the  Havanna,  whither  he   had 
made  a  voyage  with  this  view.    His  eldeft 
fon,  John  Tufton,  was  bred  to  a  mechani- 
cal employment  in  Bofton ;  and  came  of 
age,  about  the  time  in  which  the  contro- 
verfy  between  the  two  Provinces  was  in 
agitation.     He  inherited  the  enterpriling 
fpirit  of  his  anceftors,  and  the  public  con- 
troverfy  called  his  attention  to  his  intereft. 
1738.    On  this  young  man,  the  politicians  cafl 
*'nrJ    their  eyes  5  and  having  confulted  council, 
on  the  validity  of  his  claim,  and  the  defect 

MS  copy  J  > 

•f  Read's  or  the  transfer ;  they  encouraged  him  to 
muty's  o-  hope,  that  this  was  the  moll  favorable 
time  to  affert  his  pretentions.  Had  they 
purchafed  his  claim  at  once  5  they  might 
doubtlefs  have  obtained  it  for  a  trifle,  and 
have  greatly  embarrafied  the  views  of  their 
antagonifls.  Inftead  of  fuch  a  ftroke  of 
liberal  policy,  they  treated  with  him, 
concerning  the  releafe  of  all  thofe  lands, 
in  Salifbury,  Amefbury,  Haverhill,  Methu- 
cn  and  Dracut,  which  the  line  would  cat 
off  j  and,  for  five  hundred  pounds  curren- 
cy* 


pinions. 
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£y,  obtained  a  quit-claim  of  twenty  three   17384 
thoufand  fix   hundred  and  feventy  five  ^^^ 
acres.     They  alfo  admitted  his  memorial  Journal  of 
to  the  Affembly ;  in  which  he  reprefented  Afletnb1?* 
to  them,  thai  his  intereft  might  probably 
be  affected,  by  the  final  determination  of 
the  line,  and  praying  that  the  Province 
would  be  at  the  expenfe  of  his  voyage  to 
England,  to  take  proper  meafures  for  fe- 
curing  it,     To  this  they  confented,  on 
condition  that  he  fhould  prove  his  defcent 
from  Captain  John  Mafon,  the  original 
patentee.     Depofitions  were  accordingly  ms  upa 
taken  in  both  Provinces*   to  which  the  J!i££jS! 
public  feals  were  affixed ;   and  they  put  ficc* 
him  under  the  direction  of  their  agents* 
ordering  his  expenfes  to  be  paid,  as  long 
as  they  fhould  judge  his  prefence  in  Eng- 
land ferviceable  to  their  views. 

The  agents  flated  his  cafe  to  their  Couri*  Afcnt'a 
cil,  the  King's  folicitor*   and  afked  his  sSai"a 
opinion,  how  they  fhould  proceed  5  but  he  SuSi 
advifed  them*  not  to  bring  him  into  view,  feccs* 
left  the  Lords  fhould  think  it  an  artifice, 
intended  to  perplex  the  main  caufe;     Or! 
this  confideration,    they   difmiffed   him 
from  amy  farther  attendance;  and  paid  his 
expenfes,    amounting    to   above   ninety 
pounds  fterling.-*  Such    • 

*  Mr  Hutchinfon,  in  his  Hiftorycf  MafTachufet'ts,  has  pafied  0V3» 
this  whole  tranfaftion  in  fiience  5  tho  it  is  Well  known  that  he  was  one? 
of  the  .managers  of  it.     See  Journal  or*  Maff."  Rep.  June  z}  173.$,  p.  tij> 
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1738.  Such  a  tranfaction,  though  conductec 
as  privately  as  the  nature  of  the  tiling 
would  admit,  did  not  efcape  the  vigilance 
of  Thomlinfon  j  who,  on  finding  Mafoi 
detached  from  the  agents  of  MafTachufetts, 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  him,  foi 
the  releafe  of  his  whole  intereft,  to  the 
Affemblyof  New-Hampfhire ;  in  confut- 
ation of  the  payment  of  one  thoufand 
pounds,  currency  of  New-England.  This 
manoeuvre  ferved  to  ftrengthen  the  intereft 
of  New-Hampmire,  and  Thomlinfon  was 
much  applauded  for  his  dexterity.  He 
had  the  ftrongeft  inducement,  to  continue 
his  efforts  in  their  favor ;  for  no  lefs  than 
twelve  hundred  pounds  fterling  had  been 
already  expended,  in  profecuting  the  af- 
fair of  the  line ;  which  fum  had  been  ad- 
vanced byhimfelf  andRindge.  There  was 
no  profpecl:  of  repayment,  unlefs  th( 
Province  could  be  put  under  a  feparate 
Governor ;  and  this  point  could  not  b< 
obtained,  till  the  removal  of  Belcher. 

The  agents  of  MafTachufetts,  after 
long  delay,  prefented  their  appeal ;  anc 

Pr?n°tedr  9'  followed  it  with  a  petition,  for  the  bene 
fit  of  their  former  protefts,  againft  the 
New-Hampfhire  appeal  j  objecting  all 
to-  its  regularity,  as  it  contained  matter; 
of  perfonal  complaint,  againft  the  Gover- 
nor; 
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nor  -,  which  had  been  no  part  of  the  rec-    1738. 
ords   of  the  Commiflioners.     Thomlin-    W"Y^ 
fon  finding  this  new  petition  thrown  in 
his  way,  applied  for  its  being  immediate-  Nov>  30% 
ly  heard  -,  and  at  the  hearing,  it  was  dif- 
mifTed,  but  without  prejudice  to  the  agents 
of  MafTachufetts  being  permitted,  to  ob- 
ject againft  the  regularity  of  the  New- 
Hampfhire  appeal,  when  it  mould  come 
to  a  hearing.     Such  were  the  complaints 
againft  the  Governor,  and  the  importuni- 
ty of  his  adverfaries  to  profecute  them, 
that  it  was  neceflary  to  hear  and  difpatch 
them,  before   the  appeal  refpecting  the 
lines  could  be  brought  forward. 

It  muftbe  remembered,  that  Mr.  Belch- 
er had  enemies,  in  his  government  of 
Maflachufetts  as  well  as  New-Hampfhire,  ?>; 
who  united  their  efforts  to  obtain  his 
removal  from  both  5  but,  as  they  fuppo£- 
ed  him  more  vulnerable  in  his  capacity  of 
Governor  of  New-Hampfhire,  fo  they 
joined  in  ftrengthning  the  complaints, 
from  that  quarter,  as  a  preparatory  ftep, 
to  effect  his  complete  removal.  Whilft 
he  was  engaged,  in  preparing  for  his  de- 
fence, againft  the  charges,  in  the  petition 
of  appeal  3  other  attacks  were  meditating, 
which  were  conducted  with  fuch  fdence 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  guard 
L  2.  againft 
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*739" 

May  5. 
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asainft  their  efFe&s.     One  of  thefe  was  a 


'o 


letter,  purporting  to  have  been  written  at 
Exeter,  fubfcribed  by  five  perfons,  faid  to 
be  inhabitants  of  that  town,  and  directed 
to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty.  In  this  letter  it  was  faid,  that 
4  finding  his  Lordfhip  had  ordered  the 
of  Exeter  *  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Court  of  Admi- 
c  ralty  to  inquire  into  the  riot,  which  had 
(  been  committed  there,  (1734)  and  the 

*  affault  of  the  furveyor  and  his  officers  5 

*  and  fearing  to  be  brought  into  trouble 
(  on  that  account,  they  would  confefs  the 
s  whole  truth.  That  they  had  been  in- 
'  dulged,  by  former  furveyors,  in  cutting 
'  all  forts  of  pine  trees,  till  the  appoint- 

*  ment  of  Col.  Dunbar  to  that  office $  who 

*  had  retrained  and  profecuted  them  ;  but 

*  that    Governor   Belcher   had   privately 

*  given  them  encouragement,  to  go  on 
£  by  alluring  them  that  they  had  the  bei 
£  right  to  the  trees  -,  that  the  laws  were 

*  iniquitous,  and  ought  not  to  be  regard-' 
JJ  ed  5  that  although  he  muft  make  a  (hew 
c  of  affifting  that  Irifh  dog  of  a  furveyor ; 

*  yet  he  would  fo  manage  it  with  the 
f  Council  and  Juftices,  who  were  under 

*  his  influence,  that  they  mould  not  fuf- 

*  fer ;    and  further  to  encourage  them, 

*  he  had  made  feveral  of  them  juftices  of 

f  the 
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*  the  peace,  and  officers  of  militia.  That  he  1739= 
<  had  alfo  told  them  not  to  fear  any  in- 
quiry into  their  conduct ;  for  that  he 
would  write  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
in  their  favor  -}  and  boafted,  that  he  had 
fuch  an  influence  over  their  Lordfhips, 
that  they  would  believe  every  thing 
which  he  mould  fay.  That  as  they  had 
now  confefled  the  truth,  they  hoped  to 
be  forgiven,  and  not  profecuted  in  the 
Admiralty  Court  -,  and  begged  that  this 
information  might  be  kept  fecret  till  the 
Governor's  removal,  which  they  hoped 
would  foon  be  effected.  That  whatever 
might  have  been  faid  to  the  contrary, 
they  could  arTure  him  that  the  Province 
of  New-Hampfliire  contained  the  larg- 
eft  number  of  pine  trees,  and  of  the  beft 
quality,  in  all  his  Majefty's  American 
dominions  -,  and,  for  further  informa- 
tion, they  referred  his  Lordfhip  to  feve- 
ral  perfons  then  in  London,  particular- 
ly to  Mr.  Wentworth  and  Mr.  Waldo } 
the  latter  of  whom,  was  agent  to  Mr. 
Guifton.  for  procuring  mails  for  the 
royal  navy/ 
Onthe  receipt  of  this  letter,  Sir  Charles, 
with  the  candor  of  a  gentleman,  fent  a 
Copy  of  it  to  Mr.  Belcher  ;  who  immedi- 
ately, ordered  an  inquiry  5  and  it  was 
L  3  prove4 
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1739.  proved  to  be  an  entire  forgery  -,  four  of 
V9*¥>rf  the  perfons  whofe  names  were  fubfcribed 
utterly  difclaimed  it,  and  the  fifth  was 
not  to  be  found  •>  no  fuch  perfon  being 
known  in  the  town  of  Exeter.  The  evi- 
dence of  this  forgery  was  tranfmitted  to 
England,  with  all  pofiible  expedition; 
but  not  till  it  had  made  an  impreflion,  to 
the  difadvantage  of  the  Governor. 

Another  artifice  ufed  againft  him,  was 
a  memorial  of  Gulfton,  the  navy  agent, 
and  others ;  complaining  of  the  defence- 
lefs  ftate  of  the  Province  j  that  the  fort 
lay  in  ruins,  and  that  the  militia  were 
without  difcipline;  notwithstanding  the 
probability  of  a  war.  This  memorial 
was  fo  artfully  drawn,  as  to  throw  the 
blame  of  the  neglect  on  the  Governor, 
kttersMs.  without  mentioning  his  name  j  which 
was  intended,  to  prevent  his  obtaining  a 
copy,  and  being  allowed  time  to  anfvver. 
Another  complaint  was  made  in  the  form 
of  a  letter,  refpecling  the  grant  of  the 
tract  called  Kingfwood;  in  which  he 
was  reprefentcd,  as  partial  to  his  friends, 
in  giving  them  an  exclufive  right,  to  the 
whole  of  that  territory,  which  they  deem- 
ed, the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  Prov- 
ince. Several  parts  of  his  administration 
were  alfo  complained  of  -,  and  in  particu- 
lar 
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lar  the  infrequency  of  his  vifits  to  New-  1739. 
Hampfhire.    This  letter  was  figned  by  iix    ^"^ 
members  of  the  Council,  and  a  majority 
of  the  Reprefentatives. 

Gulfton's  memorial  was  prefented  to 
the  Lords  of  Council ;  and  by  them  re- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Trade,  accompani- 
ed by  the  letter  ;  and  though  Mr.  Belch- 
er's brother  and  fon  applied  for  copies, 
and  time  to  anfwer,  the  requeft  was  evad- 
ed; and  a  report  was  framed,  in  favor 
of  putting  New- Hampfhire  under  a  fepa- 
rate  Governor.  When  this  report  came 
before  the  Privy  Council,  Lord  Wilming- 
ton, the  Prefident,  ordered  it  back  again; 
that  the  Governor  might  have  that  juftice 
which  his  agents  had  afked.  By  this 
means,  he  had  opportunity  to  anfwer  in 
his  defence;  that  without  money,  the 
fort  could  not  be  repaired ;  that  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  tax  the  people ;  that 
he  had  frequently  applied  to  the  Aflem- 
blies  for  money,  to  repair  the  fort;  to 
which  they  had  conilantly  anfwered,  that 
the  people  were  too  poor  to  be  taxed ;  and 
had  folicited  him  to  break  through  his 
inftru£tions,  and  allow  them  to  iflue  pa- 
per money,  without  any  fund  for  its  re- 
demption; that  the  militia  had  always 
been  trained  according  to  law ;  and  that 
L  4  he 
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1 73  9.  he  had  conftantly  vifited  New-Hampfhire, 
and  held  an  Afiembly,  twice  in  the  year, 
unlefs  prevented  by  ficknefs ;  for  which 
he  appealed  to  the  journals.  To  corrob- 
orate thefe  pleas,  the  Governor's  friends 
procured  five  petitions,  in  his  favor,  and 
praying  for  his  continuance,  figned  by 
about  five  hundred  people.  The  petitions, 
however,  did  not  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  the 
majority ;  who  had  been  perfuaded  into  a 
belief,  that  they  fhould  receive  much  ben- 
efit by  a  feparate  Governor ;  and  accord- 
ingly, a  counter  petition  being  circulated, 
was  figned  by  about  feven  hundred  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Things  being  thus  prepared,  the  com- 
plaints were  brought  to  a  hearing,  before 

j^nf'ed  the  Lords  of  Council  -,  who  reported  to 
the  King,  cthat  Governor  Belcher  had 
f  acled  with  great  partiality,  by  prorogu- 
f.  ing  the  Afiembly  of  New-Hampfhire, 
(  from  the  fixth  of  July,  1737*  to  the 

*  fourth  of  Auguft  following ;  in  difobe- 
c  dience  to  his  Majefty's  order  in  Council ; 

*  which  had  been  tranfmitted  to  him  by 

*  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  which  was 
f  proved  to  have  been  delivered  to  him, 
5  in  due  time ;  and,  alfo  by  farther  pro- 
f  roguing  the  faid  Afiembly,  from  the  fec- 
f  ond  of  September,   1737,  to  the  thir- 

*  teenth 


Nov.  31. 
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%  teenth  of  October ;  whereby  the  Prov-    1739. 
c  ince  were  deprived  of  the  time,  intended    U~V""J 
•c  by  his  Majeity's  faid  order,  to  be  allow- 
\  ed  them,  to  prepare  a  proper  and  regu- 
c  lar   appeal  3     thereby    endeavoring    to 
1-  fruftrate  the  intention  of  his  Majefty's 
1  commiffion.'     This  report  was  approv-  Dec  27. 
ed  by  the  King ;  and  from  this  time,  it 
may  be  concluded,  that  Mr.  Belcher's  re-^ 
moval  from  the  Government  of  New- 
Hampfhire  was   ferioufly   contemplated. 
The  grant  of  Kingfwood  was  alfo  an- 
nulled $  and  he  was  prohibited  from  mak- 
ing any  other  grants  of  land,  till  the  lines 
ihould  be  determined. 

This  cenfure  being  paiTed  on  the  Gov-  j  -^ 
ernor,  and  the  complaints  being  at  an 
end  j  the  way  was  prepared  for  a  hearing 
of  the  appeals,  from  both  Provinces,  re- 
fpecting  the  lines.  Which  being  had,  the 
determination  of  this  long  controverfy 
was  made  on  a  plan  entirely  new.  The  fpe- 
cial  part  of  the  decree  of  the  Commimoners 
was  fet  afide,  and  no  regard  was  had  to  their 
doubt>  whether  the  new  charter  grant- 
ed all  the  lands  comprehended  in  the  old. 
It  was  faid,  that  when  the  flrft  grant  was 
made,  the  country  was  not  explored. 
The  courfe  of  the  river,  though  unknown, 
was  fuppofed  to  be  from  weft  to  eafl  j 

therefore 
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therefore  it  was  deemed  equitable,  that 
as  far  as  the  river  flowed  in  that  courfe,  the 
parallel  line  at  three  miles  diftance  fhould 
extend.  But  as  on  the  one  hand,  if  by 
purfuing  the  courfe  of  the  river,  up  into 
the  country,  it  had  been  found  to  have  a. 
fouthern  bend,  it  would  have  been  in- 
equitable to  have  contracted  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  grant  5  fo,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  it  appeared  to  have  a  northern  bend, 
it  was  equally  inequitable  to  enlarge  it. 
Therefore  it  was  determined ;   *  that  the 

*  northern  boundary  of  the  Province  of 

*  Maffachufetts  be,  a  fimilar  curve  line, 

*  purfuing  the  courfe  of  Merrimack  river, 
icMcds.     £  at  three  miles  diftance,  on  the  north  fide 

*  thereof,  beginning  at  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 

*  and  ending  at  a  point  due  north  of  Pa- 

*  tucket  falls ;  and  a  ftraight  line  drawn 

*  from  thence  due  weft,  till  it  meets  with 

*  his  Majefly's  other  governments/  The 
other  parts  of  the  decree  of  the  Commif- 
fioners,  refpeciing  the  northern  line,  and 
the  payment  of  expenfes,  were  affirmed. 

This  determination  exceeded  the  utmoft 
expectation  of  New-Hampfhire  ;  as  it 
gave  them  them  a  tract  of  country,  four- 
teen miles  in  breadth,  and  above  fifty  in 
length,  more  than  they  had  ever  claimed. 
It  cut  off  from  Mailachufetts,  twenty  eight 

,  new 
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iiew  townfhips,  between  Merrimack  and  1740. 
Connecticut  rivers ;  befides  large  tracts  of  v^r"J 
vacant  land,  which  lay  intermixed;  and 
diftricts  from  fix  of  their  old  towns,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  Merrimack ;  and  if, 
as  was  then  fuppofed,  the  due  weft  line 
were  to  extend,  to  twenty  miles  eaft  of 
Hudfon's  river,  the  reputed  boundary  of 
New- York  5  a  vaft  tract  of  fertile  country, 
on  the  weftern  fide  of  Connecticut  river, 
was  annexed  to  New-Hampmire  3  by  which 
an  ample  fcope  was  given,  nrft  for  landed 
fpeculation,  and  afterward  for  cultivation, 
and  wealth. 

When  this  determination  was  known,  Belcher,s 
the  politicians  of  MafTachufetts  were  cha-  lettsrs* 
grined  and  enraged.  They  talked  loudly 
of  injuftice ;  and  fome  of  the  more  zealous 
propofed  trying  the  merits  of  the  caufe, 
upon  the  words  of  the  charter,  before  the 
Judges  in  Weftminiter  Hail ;  who,  it  was 
expected,  would  upon  their  oath  and  ho- 
nor reverfe  the  judgment,  and  tell  the 
King  that  he  had  miltaken  the  meaning 
v  of  the  royal  charter.  This  would  indeed 
have  been  a  bold  ftroke.  But  a  more 
moderate  and  pufillanimous  fcheme  was 
adopted ;  which  was  to  fend  over  a  new 
agent,  to  petition  the  King,  that  he  would 
re-annex  to  their  government,  the  twenty 

eight 
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eight  new  townfhips,  which  had  been  cut 
off,  and  the  diftricts  of  the  fix  old  towns 
It  was  alfo  thought  prudent,  that  the 
whole  Province  fhould  not  openly  appear, 
in  the  affair ;  but  that  petitions  fhould  be 
drawn,  by  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  towns, 
and  that  the  agent  fhould  be  chofen  by 
them.  Accordingly  town  meetings  were 
held  j  petitions  were  prepared  and  fubfcrib- 
ed;  and  Thomas  Hutchinson  was  ap- 
pointed their  agent,  and  fent  over  to  Eng- 
land 3  where  he  formed  thofe  connexions, 
which  afterward  ferved  to  raife  him,  to 
the  chair  of  government  in  his  native 
Province. 

About  the  fame  time,  Governor  Belcher 
procured  a  petition,  from  his  fix  friends, 
of  the  Council  of  New-Ham pfhire,  to 
the  King  ;  praying  that  the  whole  Province 
might  be  annexed  to  the  government  of 
Mauachufetts.  This  matter  had  been 
long  in  contemplation,  with  thefe  gentle- 
men j  but  was  now  produced  at  the  molt 
unfortunate  time,  which  could  have  been 
chofen.  Their  petition  was  at  once  re- 
jected. But  that  from  the  towns  was 
kept  in  fufpenfe  a  long  time  ;  till  Thorn-* 
linfon  was  prepared,  to  anfwer  all  the  pleas, 
which  Hutchinfon  could  advance,  and 
proved  too  hard  an  antagonist  for  him. 
r  It 
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It  was  finally  difmiffed,*  becaufe  it  was    1740. 
thought,  '  that  it  never  could  be  for  his  Ba'^fef. 

*  Majefty's  fervice,  to  annex  any  part  of  his 

*  Province  of  New-Hampfhire,  as  an  in- 
f  creafe  of  territory,  to  Maffachufetts ;  but 

*  rather,  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
'  his  fubjecls  there,  to  be  under  a  diftinct 
f  government.' 

Though  Belcher's  removal  was  ferioufly 
feared,  by  his  beft  friends  ;  yet  he  had  fo 
much  intereft  with  fome  of  the  Lords  in 
high  office,  that  they  could  not  be  prevail- 
ed with  to  give  him  up.  The  war,  which 
had  commenced  between  Britain  and 
Spain,  afforded  him  an  opportunity,  to 
fignalize  his  zeal  for  the  King's  fervice ; 
and  he  determined  to  prove  himfelf,  a 
faithful  fervant  to  the  Crown,  in  every 
inftance;  in  hope  that  a  courfe  of  time 
and  fidelity  might  efface  the  impreffions, 
which  had  been  made,  to  his  difadvantage. 

It  being  refolved  by  the  Britifh  Court, 
to  undertake  an  expedition  to  the  Ifland 
of  Cuba ;  Governor  Belcher,  agreeably  to 
the  orders  which  he  had  received  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcaflle>  iflued  a  proclamation,  Apnl  29' 
for  the  encouragement  of  men  who  would 
enlift  in  the  fervice ;  c  that  they  mould  be 
*  fupplied  with  arms  and  clothing 5  be  in 

*  the 

*  The  ill  fucccfs  of  this  agency  was  probably  the  reafon,  that  Mr. 
Hutchirifon  took  no  notice  of  it,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Maffachufetts. 
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1 740.  <  the  King's  pay  -,  have  a  fhare  of  the  booty 
t~~^>  ( which  mould  be  taken ;  and  be  fent  home, 
c  at  the  expiration  of  their  time  of  fervice ; 
e  and  that  his  Majefty  would  order  a  num- 
c  ber  of  blank  commiffions,  to  be  filled  up 
c  by  the  Governor,  and  given  to  the  officers, 

*  who  fhould  command  the  troops,  to  be 

*  raifed  in  the  Provinces.'    He  afterwards 
Auguft  1.   preffed  this  matter,  clofely,  in  his  fpeech 

to  the  Aflembly  j  and  urged  them,  to  make 
provifion,  for  one  hundred  men,  and  a 
tranfport,  to  convey  them  to  Virginia  ; 
where  all  the  Colony  troops  were  to  ren- 
dezvous j  and  thence  to  proceed,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Gooch,  to  the  place 
of  their  deflination.  The  Affembly  voted, 
as  much  as  they  judged  fufficient  for  this 
purpofej  and  the  Governor  appointed  a 
Captain,  and  gave  him  beating  orders ; 
but  the  commiffions  and  arms  not  being 
fent,  according  to  the  royal  promife,  no 
men  could  be  inlifted  in  New-Hampfhire. 
inters.  The  Governor  received  commiffions  and 
arms  for  four  companies  to  be  raifed  in 
MafTachufetts ;  where  he  could  eaffiy  have 
inlifted  ten,  had  he  been  f  urnifhed  accord- 
ing to  the  engagement.  To  this  failure, 
and  not  to.  any  want  of  exertion,  on  his 
part,  in  either  of  his  governments,  may 
be  afcribed  the  paucity  of  troops  raifed 

in 
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in  them  ;  and  yet  his  enemies  failed  not    1740. 
of  blaming  him  on  this  account.     The     ' — r~-J 
Reprefentatives  of  New-Harnpfhire  took 
this  occafion  to  frame  a  vote,  difapprov-  Augut. 
ing   his  adminiftration ;   and  upon  this  n^io. 
vote,  their  agent  founded  another  battery,  J^J   le*~ 
to  attack  his  character. 

In  conformity  to  the  royal  determina- 
tion of  the  boundaries,  orders  were  given    J^S 
to  Belcher,  to  apply  to  both  his  govern- 
ments, to  join  in  appointing  Surveyors,  to 
run  out,  and  mark  the  lines  ;  and  that  if 
either  mould  refufe,  the  other  mould  pro- 
ceed ex  parte.     The  AiTembly  of  MafTa- 
chufetts  delayed  giving  an  anfwer  in  feafon, 
which  was  conftroed  a  denial.     The  Af- 
fembly  of  New-Hampfhire  appointed  three 
Surveyors,    to  execute  the  fervice,  who 
werecommifiioned  by  the  Governor.  They 
were  directed  to  allow  ten  degrees,  for  the 
wefterly  variation  of  the  needle;  and  the 
work  was  performed  in  the  months  of 
February  and  March.     George  Mitchel 
furveyed  and  marked  the   iimilar  curve 
line,  from  the  ocean,  three  miles  north  of 
Merrimack  river,  to  a  {ration  north  of 
Patucket  falls,  in  the  townfhip  of  Dracut, 
Richard  Hazen  began  at  that  (ration  and 
marked  the  wefl  line,  acrofs  Connecticut 
river,  to  the  fuppofed  boundary  line  of 

New-York, 
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1 74 1.  New- York.      Walter  Bryent  began  the 
,  ^-^— '    line,  from  the  head  of  Salmon-falls  river, 

MS  returns  J  .  ... 

in  the  files.  and  marked  it  about  thirty  miles  j  but  was 
prevented  from  proceeding  farther,  partly 
by  the  breaking  up  of  the  rivers,  which 
rendered  travelling  impracticable  ;  and 
partly  by  meeting  a  company  of  Indians 
who  were  hunting,  and  took  his  men  who 
for  a  fcouting  party.  In  their  return  they 
found  on  one  of  the  trees,  which  they 
had  marked,  c  the  figure  of  a  man's  hand 
£  grafping  a  fword  •"  which  they  inter- 
preted, as  a  fignal  of  defiance,  from  the 

Bryent  s         r  3  O  * 

joumai.     Indians. 

The  return  of  thefe  lines  to  the  Board 

of  Trade  was  one  of  the  laft  a£ls  of  Mr. 

Belcher's  adminiftratiom    His  enemies  in 

both  governments  were  indefatigable  in 

their  endeavors   to  remove  him  5  and  by 

thei r  inceffant  applications  to  the  minirlry  3 

by  taking  every  advantage  of  his  miftakesj 

by  falfehood  and  mifreprefentation  ;  and 

finally,  by  the  diabolical  arts  of  forgery 

Dousiafs     and    perjury,    they    accomplifhed   their 

Hutchin-    views.     He  was  fucceeded  in  the  govern- 

fonii.397.  ment    of    Maflachufetts,   by   William 

Shirley  ;   and  in  New-Hampfhire,    by 

Benning  Wentworth. 

At  this  diftance  of  time,  when  all  thefc 
parties  are  extinft,  and  eve«y  reader  may 

be 
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be  fuppofed  impartial  -y  it  may  feem  ratlier  1741. 
ftrange,  that  Governor  Belcher  fhould  v^r^ 
meet  with  fuch  treatment,  from*  the  Brit- 
i(h  Court,  in  the  reign  of  fo  mild  and  j  nit. 
a  Prince,  as  George  the  fecond.  That 
Mr.  Belcher  was  imprudent  and  unguard- 
ed, in  fome  inftances,  cannot  be  denied. 
He  was  indeed  zealous  to  ferve  his 
friends,  and  hearken  to  their  advice j.  but, 
by  this  means,  he  laid  himfelf  open,  to 
the  attacks  of  his  enemies ;  to  whom  he 
paid  no  court,  but  openly  treated  them 
with  contempt.  His  language  to  them 
was  fevere  and  reproachful,  and  he  never 
fpared  to  tell  the  world,  what  he  thought 
of  them. 

This  provoked  them  5  but  they  had  the 
art  to  conceal  their  refentment,  and  carry 
on  their  deiigns,  in  filence,  till  they  were 
ripe  for  execution.  He  had  by  far  too 
mean  an  opinion  of  their  abilities,  and 
the  intereft  which  they  had  at  Court  j  and 
when  he  knew  that  they  had  the  ear  of* 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  he  affected  to  think 
them  j  cnot  very  mighty  Lords,  nor  able 
*  to  adminifter  life  and  death.'  He  had  a 
confeioufnefs,  of  the  general  integrity  of 
his  own  intentions  j  and  appears  to  have 
been  influenced,  by  motives  of  honor  and 
jurtice  5  but  he  was  not  aware  of  the  force 
M  of 
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1 74 1  *  of  his  own  prejudices.  It  may  admit  of 
doubt,  whether,  confidering  the  extreme 
delicacy  of  his  fituation,  it  were  within 
the  compafs  of  human  policy,  to  have 
conducted  Co  as  to  give  offence  to  neither 
of  his  Provinces,  in  the  management  of 
fuch  a  controversy  5  but  it  is  certain,  that 
his  antagonifts  could  not  fairly  fix  but  one 
real  ffigma,  on  his  character  3  and  that 
when  impartially  examined,  can  amount 
to  no  more  than  an  imprudent  Hep,  at  a 
critical  time,  grounded  on  an  undue  re- 
fentment  of  an  affront  3  for  to  fuppofe 
that  his  intention  was  to  frustrate  the  com- 
mimon,  is  in  confident  with  the  whole  ten- 
or of  his  public  declarations,  and  private 
correfpondence.  When  his  enemies  met 
him  on  fair  and  open  ground,  he  was  al- 
ways prepared  to  anfwer  3  but  it  was  im- 
pomble  to  guard  againft  their  fecret  at- 
tacks. If  the  caufe  which  they  meant  to 
ferve  was  a  good  one,  why  did  they  employ 
the  -bafeft  means  to  effect  it  ? 

The  cruelty  and  hardfhip  of  his  cafe 
may  appear  from  the  following  confide r- 
ations.  He  had  been  one  of  the  principal 
tuT'lo  merchants  of  New-England  3  but,  on  his 
5£dMS.  appointment,  to  the  Chair  of  Government, 
quitted  every  other  kind  of  bufmefs  5  that 
he  might  attend  with  punctuality   and  I 

dignity ' 
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dignity  to  the  duties  of  his  ftation.     By    1741. 
the  royal  inftructions,  he  was  reftrained 
from  giving  his  aflent,  to  any  grant  of 
money,  to  himfelf  j  unlefs  it  fliould  be  a 
permanent  falary.  What  he  received  from 
New-Hampfhire  was  fixed,  and  paid  out 
of  the  excife  ;  but  the  Aflembly  of  Mafla- 
chufetts  could  not  be  perfuaded,  to  fettle 
any  falary  upon  him.     They  made  him  a 
grant  of  three  thoufand  pounds,  (worth 
about  feven  or  eight  hundred  fterling)  ge- 
nerally once  in  a  year,   at  their  feflion 
in  May.     He  was  then  obliged  to  folicit 
leave  from  the  King,  to  accept  the  grant, 
and  fign  the  bill ;  and  fometimes  could 
not  obtain  this  leave  till  the  end  of  the 
year  j  once  not  till  five  days   before  the 
diftolution  of  the  Aflembly.   In  the  mean 
time  he  was  obliged  to  fubfift  on  his  own 
eftate ;  and  had  he  died  within  the  year, 
the  grant  would  have  been  wholly  loft,  to 
his  family.     He  was  earnerl  to  obtain  a 
general  permifilon  to  fign  thefe  grants  5 
but  in  that  cafe  the  clerks  of  offices,  in 
England,  through  whofe  hands  the  per- 
miffion  muft  have  pafled,  would  have  loft 
their  fees.     He  was  now  in  the  fixtieth 
year  of  his  age  >,  he  had  a  family  of  chil- 
dren and  grand  children,  whofe  fole  de- 
pendence was  on  him  5  and  he  thought 
M  2  .     with 
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1 74 1.  with  reafon,  that  if  his  courfe  of  faithful 
v~r°  fervice,  and  the  unworthy  arts  of  his  ene- 
mies had  been  duly  confidered ;  the  cen- 
fure  of  his  fuperiors  would  have  been  lels 
fevere,  than  £  to  deprive  him  of  his  bread 
c  and  honor.' 

Whilfr.  he  entertained  the  worft  opinion 
poilible  of  the  characters  of  his  enemies, 
he  had  a  flrong  confidence,  in  the  juftice 
of  the  government,  before  which  he  was 
accufed.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  his  fon, 
he  fays,  c  I  muft  expect  no  favor  while 
e  Bladen  is  at  the  Board  of  Trade  -y  but 

*  were  the  devil  there,  I  fhould  expect  juf- 

*  tice,  under  the  Britifh  Conilitution,  cor- 
6  roborated  by  the  Hanover  fiicceilion.' 
The  event  proved,  that  his  confidence  was 
not  ill  founded.  For,  on  being  fuperfeded, 
he  repaired  to  Court  j  where,  though  his 
prefence  was  unwelcome  to  fome,  yet  he 
had  opportunity  to  bring  the  mofl  con- 
vincing evidence  of  his  integrity,  and  of  the 
bafe  defigns  of  his  enemies.  He  was  fo  far 
reflored  to  the  royal  favor,  that  he  obtain- 
ed a  promife,  of  the  firft  vacant  government 
in  America,  which  would  be  worthy  of  his 
acceptance.  This  proved  to  be  the  Province 
of  Ne  w- Jerfey  ;  where  he  fpent  the  remain- 
ing years  of  his  life ;  and  where  his  memo- 
ry has  been  treated  with  deferved  refpecL 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XIX. 

The  beginning  of Ben ning  Wentworth's 
adminijiration.  War  opened  in  Nova- 
Scotia.  Expedition  to  Cape-Breton  ;  its 
plan,  conduSf  and  fuccefs,  with  a  defcrip- 
ti  on  of  the  if  and,  and  of  the  city  of  homf- 
bourg. 

lENNING  WENTWORTH,  Efq. 
fon  of  the  deceafed  Lieutenant  Gof - 
enor,  was  a  merchant  of  good  reputation 
in  Portfmouth,  and  well  beloved  by  the 
people.  He  had  reprefented  his  native 
town  in  the  ArTembly  for  feveral  years, 
where  he  diftinguiflied  hirnfelf  in  the  op- 
pofition  to  Belcher.  He  afterward  obtain- 
ed a  feat  in  Council  j  where,  feniible  of 
the  popularity  of  his  family,  and  feeling 
the  pride  of  elevation,  he  -continued  the 
oppofition,  and  joined  in  the  meafures 
which  were  purfued  for  obtaining  a  dif- 
iincl  Governor,  without  anyapprehenfion 
that  hirnfelf  would  be  the  perfon  -,  till  a 
feries  of  incidents,  at  firfr.  view  unfortu- 
nate, prepared  the  way  for  his  advance- 
ment to  the  chair. 

M  3  In 
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In  the  courfe  of  his  mercantile  dealings, 
he  had  entered  into  a  contract  with  an 
agent  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  fupplied 
him  with  a  large  quantity  of  the  beft  oak- 
timber  ;  to  procure  which,  he  borrowed 
money  in  London.     When  he  delivered 
the  timber  at  Cadiz,  the  agent  with  whom 
he  had  contracted,  was  out  of  place,  and 
the  new  officer  declined  payment.   In  re- 
turning to  America  the  fhip  foundered 
and  he  was  faved  with  the  crew  in  a  boat. 
Thefe  misfortunes  deranged  his    affairs 
£nd  reduced  him  to  a  ftate  of  bankruptcy. 
Afterward  he  went  again  to  Spain,  hop- 
ing by  the  intereft  of  Sir  Benjamin  Keene, 
theBritilh  Minifter,  to  obtain  his  due,  but 
his  fuit  was  ineffeclual.   About  that  time 
Thomlinfon,  defpairing  of  Dunbar's  ad- 
vancement to  the  government  of  New- 
Hampfhire,   turned  his  thoughts  toward 
foa°s  let-    Wcntworth  ;  and  having  procured  him  a 
letter  of  licenfe  from  his  creditors  in  Lon- 
don, invited  him  thither.     Wentworth 
reprefented  his  cafe  to  the  Britim  Court, 
complained  of  the  injuftice  of  Spain,  and 
petitioned  fqrredrefs.  Many  Britim  mer- 
chants, who  had  fufferedby  the  infolence 
of  the  Spaniards,  were,  at  the  fame  time, 
Ma.  clamorous  for  reparation.     The  mininry 
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ation  was  begun,  and  the  Court  of  Spain 
promifed  reftitution  3  but  failed  in  the 
performance.  War  was  then  determined 
on,  and  all  negotiation  ended.  Difap-V 
pointed  in  his  plea  for  juftice,  Went  worth 
made  his  fuit  for  favor ;  and  by  the  aid  of 
Thomlinfon,  who  underftood  the  ways  of 
acceis  to  the  great,  he  obtained  a  promife 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcaille,  that  when 
New-Hampfhire  fhould  be  put  under  a 
diltincl  Governor,  he  fliould  have  the 
commiflion.  The  expenfe  of  the  folicita-  JJS*SS! 
tion  and  fees,  amounting  to  three  hundred  S^- 
pounds  iterling,  was  advanced  by  his. 
friends  in  England,  and  repaid  by  his 
friends  in  New-Hampfhire* 

He  was  received  in  Portfmouth,  after  a 
long  abfence,  with  great  marks  of  popular 
refpect.  Among  the  compliments  which 
were  paid  to  him  on  that  ocean" on,  one 
was,  that  he  had  been  instrumental  of 

*  refcumg  New-Hampfhire  frorn  contempt 

*  and  dependence/  In  his  iirft  fpeech  to  you,nai  0 
the  Ailembly  he  reflected  on  the  conduct  **"■£' 
of  his  predecefl.br,  not  by  name,  but  by 
implication  j  for  not  having  taken  early 
mean.] res  to  raife  men  for  the  expedition 
againil  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies ;  and  in- 
timated his  apprehenfion,  that  the  good 
intention  of  the  Province  in  railing  money 
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for  that  purpofc,  would  be  fruftrated, 
fmce  the  men  who  were  willing  to  enter 
into  the  fervice  had  enlilted  in  the  othei' 
Provinces.  He  alfo  complimented  them, 
on  their  good  faith  in  regard  to  the  feveral 
emiflions  of  paper  money  ;  all  of  which 
were, to  be  called  in  within  the  prefent 
year.  He  did  not  forget  to  recommend  a 
fixed  falajy  for  himfelf,  not  fubje£l  to  de- 
preciation s  nor  the  payment  of  expenfes 
which  had  arifen  on  account  of  the  bound- 
ary lines;  he  informed  them  of  the  King's 
indulgence,  in  giving  him  leave  to  con  fen  t 
Jo  a  farther  emiiTion  of  bills  of  credit,  to 
enable  them  to  difcharge  their  obligations 
to  the  Crown ;  provided  that  no  injury 
mould  be  done  to  the  trade  of  the  mother 
country.  He  alfo  recommended  to  their 
attention  the  faithful  fervices  of  their  a~ 
gents,  one  of  whom,  Rindge,  was  dead, 
and  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  his 
heirs. 

The  AfTembly,  in  their  anfwer,  acknow- 
ledged the  wifdom  and  juffice  of  the  King 
in  determining  the  long  controverfy  be- 
tween them  and  Maflachufetts ;  but  as  to 
payment  of  the  expenfe,  they  reminded 
him  that  one  half  ought  to  be  paid  by 
Maflachufetts,  and  defired  him  to  ufe  his 
influence  for  that  pnrpofe.    With  refpecl 
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to  the  failure  of  raifmg  men  for  the  expe-  1742. 
dition,  they  fet  him  right  by  aicribing  it 
to  the  true  caufe  5  there  being  no  commit- 
fions  fent  to  the  Province  for  that  fervice. 
Concerning  the  falary,  they  faid,  that  as 
foon  as  they  could  know  what  number  of 
inhabitants  would  be  added  to  them  by 
the  fettiement  of  the  lines,  and  how  the 
money  could  be  railed,  they  fhouid  make 
as  ample  provifion  for  his  honorable  fup- 
pcrt  as  their  circumitances  would  admit. 
They  acknowledged  the  fidelity  and  in- 
dustry of  their  agents,  and  profefied  a 
good  will  to  reward  them  ;  but  could  not 
tliQn  promife  adequate  compenfation. 

The-  Aflembly  voted  a  falary  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  proclamation 
money,  to  the  Governor,  funded  as  ufual 
on  the  excife :  and  having  obtained  the 
royal  licenfe  for  emitting  twenty-five 
thoufand  pounds  on  loan  for  ten  years, 
they  granted  the  Governor  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  more,  to  be  paid  annu- 
ally out  of  the  intereft  of  the  loan,  When 
this  fund  failed,  they  made  annual  grants 
for  his c  further  and  more  ample  fupport,' 
and  generally  added  fomething  for  houfe- 
rent.  They  prefented  their  agent  Thorn- 
linfon  one  hundred  pounds  iterling,  for 
his  faithful  fervices ;  but  what  they  did 
for  the  heirs  of  Eindge  does  not  appear. 

After 
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j  743.  After  Mr.  Went  worth  was  quietly  feat? 
ed  in  the  chair  of  government,  an  oppor- 
tunity prefented  to  advance  his  intereft 
ftill  farther.  For  the  fum  of  two  thou- 
fand  pounds  ftarling,  Dunbar  was  prevail- 
ed on  to  refign  the  furveyorfhip  of  the 
woods,  and  Thomlinfon  negociated  an  ap- 
pointment in  favor  of  Went  worth,  with  a 
ialary  of  eight  hundred  pounds  fterling, 
out  of  which  he  was  to  maintain  four 
Deputies.  But  to  obtain  this  office,  he 
was  obliged  to  c  refl:  his  claim  on  the 
"  Crown  of  Spain  for  fifty-fix  thoufand 
6  dollars/ 

Thefe  appointments  of  Mr.  Wentworth 
gave  the  oppofers  of  the  former  admini- 
stration great  caufe  of  triumph  -y  but  the  ■ 
fpirit  of  oppofition  had  only  changed  fides. . 
It  was  hoped  and  expected  by  fome,  that 
Mr.  Belcher,  by  going  to  England,  would  i 
not  only  remove  the  ill  impreffions,  which  1 
the  malice  of  his  enemies  had  made  -,  but : 
return  to  his  former  ilation.       Others,, 
who  had  no  predilection  for  Belcher,  look-  • 
ed  with  envy  on   the  good   fortune  oft 
Wentworth,    and  aimed   to    undermine 
him  3  at  the  fame  time  courting  the  friends  1 
of  the  former  adminiftration  to  join  im 
their  meafures.     Thefe  things  were  man-} 
aged  with  fecrecy,  and  a  few  hints  only/ 

aril 


N  E  W-H  AMPSH1RE.  *B7 

^are  left   as  evidence  of  the  exiftence  of    1743. 
defigns,  which  were  never  brought  to  ma-    *~~i~*' 
turity. 

It  was  one  of  the  royal  inftrudlions  to 
Governors,  that  in  any  cafes  of  difficulty 
or  fudden  emergency,  they  mould  com- 
municate with  each  other.  Mr.  Went- 
worth  had  a  high  opinion  of  the  abilities 
of  the  new  Governor  of  Maflachufetts, 
and  there  being  a  ftricl  friendfhip  between 
them,  confulted  him  on  all  occafions. 
Shirley  was  gratified  by  this  deference, 
and  knew  how  to  make  his  advantage  of 
it.  Thus,  though  New-Hampfhire  was 
under  a  Governor  diftinc"t  from  that  of 
Maflachufetts,  a  point  which  had  long 
been  contended  for  3  yet  the  difference 
was  not  fo  great  in  reality  as  in  appear- 
ance.  This  was  a  circumftance  not  much  MS  lem,t* 

1  1  11-  <•  ofWent- 

known  at  that  time.     The  advice  which  *«*  «« 
Shirley  gave  him  was,  in  general,  falutary 
and  judicious. 

The  war  which  had  been  kindled  be- 
tween Britain  and  Spain,  extended  its  .  if: 
flame  over  a  great  part  of  Europe  j  and 
when  France  became  involved  in  it,  the 
American  Colonies  were  more  nearly  in- 
terested, becaufe  of  the  proximity  of  the 
French,  and  of  the  Indians,  who  were  in 
their  mtereft.     War  is  fo  natural  to  fav- 
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1744.  ages,  that  f hey  need  but  little  to  excite 
them  to  it*  An  Indian  war  was  a  necefia- 
ry  appendage  of  a  war  with  France.  The 
fcene  of  both  was  opened  in  Nova-Scotia. 
That  Province  had  been  alternately 
claimed  and  poffeffed  by  the  Englifh  and 
French  for  more  than  a  century.  Ever 
iince  the  peace  of  Utrecht  it  had  been 
fubjecl  to  the  Crown  of  Britain,  and  the 
French  inhabitants  who  were  under  a 
kind  of  patriarchal  government  of  their 
priefts,  and  devoted  to  the  French  intereft, 
were  kept  in  awe,  partly  by  the  fear  of 
having  their  dikes  deftroyed,  which  they 
had  erected  to  prevent  the  Tea  from  over- 
flowing their  fields  -,  and  partly  by  a  Britifh 
garrifon  at  Annapolis  where  a  Governor 
and  Council  relided.  The  Indian  tribes 
maintained  their  native  independence, 
though  they  were  attached  to  the  French 
by  religious,  as  well  as  interefted  obliga- 
tions. Canfeau,  aniflasjdonthenortheaft- 
ern  part  of  Nova-Scotia,  was  in  poiFeffion 
of  the  Englifh.  It  was  reforted  to  by  the 
fifhermen  of  New-England.  It  was  de- 
fended by  a  block-houfe  and  garrifoned 
by  a  detachment  of  troops  from  Annapo- 
lis. The  ifland  of  Cape- Breton  was  pof- 
feffed  by  the  French,  and  lay  between  the 
Englifh  of  Canfeau  and  thole  of  New- 
foundland. 
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foundland.     This  was  too  near  a  neigh-    1744, 
bourhood  for   enemies,   efpecially  when    Wv-Jr 
both  were  purfaingone  object,  the  nfhery. 

The  French  at  Cape-Berton  having  re-  March  35, 
ceived  early  intelligence  of  the  declaration 
of  war  -,  immediately  refolved  on  the  de- 
ftruclion  of  the  Englifli  fifhery  at  Can- 
feau.  Duquefnel,  the  Governor,  fent  May*$* 
Duvivier  with  a  few  fmall  armed  veflels, 
and  about  nine  hundred  men,  who  feized 
and  took  poffeffion  of  the  ifland,  burned 
the  houfes,  and  made  prifoners  of  the  gar- 
rifon  and  inhabitants.  This  was  done,  be- 
fore the  news  of  war  had  arrived  in  New- 
England.  It  was  followed  by  an  attempt 
upon  Placentia,  in  Newfoundland,  which 
mifcarried.  An  attack  was  alfo  made  up- 
on Annapolis,  the  garrifon  of  which  was 
reinforced  by  feveral  companies  of  mili- 
tia and  rangers  from  Maffachufetts,  and 
the  enemy  were  obliged  to  retire.  The 
Indians  of  Nova- Scotia  affifted  the  French 
in  this  attack ;  which,  with  fome  other 
infolencies  committed  by  them,  occafion- 
ed  a  declaration  of  war,  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Maffachufetts,  affainft  them,  Do«giafii, 
with  a  premium  for  fcalps  and  prifoners. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  the  French  were 
rafh  and  precipitate.  They  were  not  pre- 
pared for  extenflve  operations  j  nor  had 

they 
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1 744.  they  any  orders  from  their  Court  to  under- 
take them.  What  they  had  done,  ferved  to 
irritate  and  alarm  the  neighbouring  Eng- 
lish Colonies,  and  fhew  them  their  dan- 
ger in  the  moil  confpicuous  manner. 
Their  fea  coaft,  navigation  and  fifhery  lay 
expofed  to  continual  infults.  Their  fron- 
tier fettlements  on  the  weftern  fide  were 
but  eighty  miles  diflant  from  the  French 
fort  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  Indians  who 
lay  between  them,  had  not  yet  taken  up  the 
hatchet ;  but  it  was  expected  that  encou- 
ragement would  be  given  them  by  the 
'  Governor  of  Canada,  to  infult  the  fron- 
tiers. Several  new  fettlements  were  whol- 
ly broken  up  3  and  many  of  the  women 
and  children  of  other  frontier  places  retir- 
ed to  the  old  towns  for  fecurity. 
.In  the  autumn,  Duquefnel  the  French 

Prmce  and  Governor  of  Cape-Breton,  died,  and  was 
fucceeded  in  the  command  by  Ducham- 
bon,  who  had  not  io  good  a  military  cha- 
racter. Duvivier  went  to  France  to  folk- 
it  a  force  to  carry  on  the  war  in  Nova- 
Scotia  in  the  enfuing  fpring.  The  ftore- 
mips,  expecled  from  France  at  Cape-Bre- 
ton, came  on  the  coaft  fo  late  in  the  fall 
and  the  winter  there  fet  in  fo  early  ai 
fierce,  as  to  keep  them  out  of  port,  am 
drive  them  off  to  the  Weft-Indies.    The 

captive 


£>0U2UiS. 


N  E  W-H  AMPSHI  R  E\  tgi 

captive  garrifon  •  of  Canfeau,  with  other    1744. 
prifoners,  who  had  been  taken  at  fea,  and    U^—J 
carried  into  Louifourg,  were  fent  to  Bof- 
ton.     From  them,  as  well  as  from  other 
informants,    Governor   Shirley  obtained 
fuch  intelligence  of  the  itate  of  that  ifland 
and  fortrefs,  as  induced  him  to  form  the 
projecl  of  attacking  it.    But  before  we 
open  this  romantic  and  hazardous  fcene, 
it  is  necefTary  to  give  fome  account  of  the 
place  which  was  to  be  the  theatre  of  op- 
erations. 
The  Ifland  of  Cape-Breton,  fo  denomi- 

.    r  r  .  *•       1  Charleys!* 

nated  from  one  or  its  capes,  lies  between 
the  forty-fifth  and  forty -feventh  degrees 
of  north  latitude  $  at  the  diftance  of  fif- 
teen leagues  from  Cape  Ray,  the  fouth- 
weftern  extremity  of  Newfoundland.  It  is 
feparated  from  the  main  land  of  Nova- 
Scotia  by  a  narrow  flrait,  fix  leagues  in 
length,  the  navigation  of  which  is  fafe 
for  a  fhip  of  forty  guns.  The  greatefl 
length  of  the  ifland,  from  north-eaff,  to 
fouth-weft  is  about  fifty  leagues  and  its 
greateft  breadth  thirty-three.  It  is  about 
eighty-eight  leagues  in  circuit  as  feamen 
eftimate*  diftances.     Its  general  form  is  MSofsir 

...  T  William 

triangular,  but  it  is  indented  by  many  deep  Pep^n. 
bavs. 

the 
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1744.     The  foil  of  this  ifland  is  by  no  means 
l^>'    inviting.     It  is  either  rocky  and  moun- 
tainous,   or    elfe   cold  and   boggy ;  and 
much  iefs  capable  of  improvement  than 
Nova-Scotia.    Its  only  valuable  produc- 
tions are  of  the  foffil  kind,  pit-coal  and 
plafter.    Its  atmofphere  in  thefpring  and. 
fummer  is  an  almoft  continual  fog,  which 
prevents  the  rays  of  the  fun  from  perfect-'! 
ing  vegetation.     Its  winter  is  fevere  and 
of  long  continuances  and  as  the  ifland 
forms  an  eddy  to  the  current  which  fets 
through  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  its  fear* 
state  of     hours  are  filled  with  large  quantities  of 
Trade  by    floating  ice,  with  which  its  (ho  res  are  in- 
p.  18  39.    vironed  till  late  in  the  fpring. 

Much  has  been  faid  by  French  and 
Engliili  writers  on  the  great  importance 
and  advantage  of  this  ifland,  and  feme 
political  and  temporary  purpofes  were 
doubtlefs  to  be  anfwered  by  fuch  publica- 
tions ;  but  in  fact  the  only  real  import- 
ance of  Cape-Breton  was  derived  from  its 
central  fituation,  and  the  convenience  of 
its  ports.  On  the  north  and  weft  fides  it 
is  fteep  and  inaccefiible  ;  but  the  fouth- 
eaftern  fide  is  full  of  fine  bays  and  har- 
bours, capable  of  receiving  and  feci! ring 
mips  of  any  burden  ;  and,  being  fituated 
between  Canada,  France  and  the  Weft- 
Indies, 
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Indies,  it  was  extremely  favorable  to  the    1744. 
French  commerce.     It  was  not  fo  good  a    ^^ 
ftation  for  the  fifhery  as  feveral  parts   of 
Nova-Scotia  and  Newfoundland.     The 
greater  part  of  the  French  fifhery  was 
profecuted  elfewhere ;  and  they  could  buy  "n.tc  m* 
fifh  at  Canfeau,  cheaper  than  they  could 
cure  it  at  Cape-Breton. 

Whilft  the  French  held  porTefiion  of 
the  coafts  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Newfound- 
land, this  ifland  was  neglected;  but  after 
they  had  ceded  thefe  places  to  the  Crown 
of  England,  and  the  Crown  of  England 
had  ceded  this  ifland  to  them  by  the  trea-  „,  ,    , 
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ty  of  Utrecht  ( 1713)  they  began  to  fee  its  £°"t8laf9' 
value.  Inftead  of  giving  fo  much  atten-  Prince* 
tion  to  the  fur  trade  of  Canada,  as  they 
had  before  done,  they  contemplated  build- 
ing a  fortified  town  on  this  ifland,  as  a 
fecurity  to  their  navigation  and  fifhery. 
For  this  purpofe  they  ehofe  a  fine  harbour 
on  the  fouth-eafl  fide  of  the  ifland,  for- 
merly called  Englifh  harbour  ;  where  they 
erecled  their  fortifications,  and  called  the 
place  Louifbourg. 

The  harbour  of  Louifbourg  lies  in  lati- 
tude 450  55  ;  its  entrance  is  about  four 
hundred  yards  wide.  The  anchorage  is 
uniformly  fafe,  and  mips  may  run  afhore 
on  a  foft  muddy  bottom.  The  depth  of 
N  water 
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1744.  water  at  the  entrance  is  from  nine  to 
^^     twelve  fathoms.     The  harbour  lies  open 
to  the  fouth-eaft.  Upon  a  neck  of  land  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  harbour  was  built 
the  town,  two  miles  and  a  quarter  in  cir- 
cumference ;  fortified  in  every  acceffible 
part  with  a  rampart  of  ftone,  from  thirty 
to  thirty-fix  feet  high,  and  a  ditch  eighty 
Abbe  Ray-  feet  wide.   A  fpace  of  about  two  hundred 
yards  was  left  without  a  rampart,  on  the 
fide  next  to  the  fea  ;  it  was  enclofed  by  a 
fimple  dike  and  a  line  of  pickets.     The 
fea  was   fo  fhallow  in  this  place  that  it 
made  only  a  narrow  channel,  inacceflible 
from  its  numerous  reefs  to  any  fhipping 
whatever.  The  fide  fire  from  the  baftions 
fecured  this  fpot  from  an  attack.     There 
were  fix  baftions  and  three  batteries,  con- 
taining embrafures  for  one  hundred  and 
forty-eight   cannon,  of  which  fixty-five 
only  were  mounted,  and  fixteen  mortars. 
On  an  ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour was  planted  a  battery  of  thirty  can- 
non, carrying  twenty-eight  pounds  fhot ; 
and  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbour,  directly 
oppofite  to  the  entrance,  was  the  grand  or 
royal  battery  of    twenty-eight    cannon, 
forty-two  pounders,    and  two   eighteen 
pounders.     On  a  high  cliff,  oppofite  to 
the  ifland  battery,  flood  a  light-houfe;  , 

and  1 
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and  within  this  point*  at  the  north-eaft    1744. 
part  of  the  harbour,  was  a  careening  wharf 
fecure  from  all  winds,  and  a  magazine  of 
naval  ftores. 

The  town  was  regularly  laid  out  in 
fquares.  The  ftreets  were  broad;  the 
houfes  moftly  of  wood,  but  fome  of  ftone. 
On  the  weft  fide,  near  the  rampart,  was 
a  fpacious  citadel,  and  a  large  parade; 
on  one  fide  of  which  were  the  Gover- 
nor's apartments.  Under  the  rampart 
were  cafemates  to  receive  the  women  and 
children  during  a  fiege.  The  entrance  of 
the  town  on  the  land  fide  was  at  the  weft 
gate,  over  a  draw  bridge,  near  to  which 
was  a  circular  battery,  mounting  fixteen 
guns  of  twenty-four  pounds  mot. 

Thefe  works  had  been  twenty- five  years 
in  building ;  and  though  not  finifhed,  had 
coft  the  Crown  not  lefs  than  thirty  mil- 
lions of  livres.  The  place  was  fo  ftrong 
as  to  be  called  £  the  Dunkirk  of  America.' 
It  was,  in  peace,  a  fafe  retreat  for  the  mips 
of  France  bound  homeward  from  the  Eaft 
and  Weft-Indies  ;  and  in  war,  a  fource  of 
diftrefs  to  the  northern  Englifh  Colonies  5. 
its  fituation  being  extremely  favorable  for 
privateers  to  ruin  their  fifhery  and  inter- 
rupt their  coafting  and  foreign  trade  ;  for 
which  reafons,  the  reduction  of  it  was  an 
N  z  objea 
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1744.  object  as  defirable  to  them,   as  that  of 
**"tr°    Carthage  was  to  the  Romans. 
Nov.  10.        In  the  autumn,   Shirley  wrote  to  the 
lum  *    Britifh  miniftry,  reprefenting  the  danger 
wIXms.  of  an  attack  on  Nova-Scotia,  from  the 
French,  in  the  enfuing  fpring  ;  and  pray- 
ing for  fome  naval  affiftance.     Thefe  let- 
ters he  fent  by  Capt.  Ryal,  an  officer  of 
the  garrifon,  which  had  been  taken  at 
Canfeau,  who,  *  from  his  particular  know- 

*  ledge  of  Louifbourg,  and  of  the  great 
£  confequence  of  the  acquifition  of  Cape- , 

*  Breton,  and  the  prefervation  of  Nova- 
'  Scotia,  he  hoped  would  be  of  confiderable 
c  ferviceto  the  northern  Colonies,  with  the 
'Lords  of  the  admiralty.'  Thus  early 
did  Shirley  conceive  and  communicate  to 
Wentworth  his  great  defign ;  and  the  moil 
prudent  ftep  which  he  took  in  this  whole 
affair  was  to  folicit  help  from  England, 
His  petition,  fupported  by  that  worthy 

ms  copy    officer,  was  fo  favorably  received  by  the 

of  D. New-  .     .  n  .  -         J     .     '       ,      .    .     :  r 

cafiie-s  let-  miniitry,  that  as  early  as  the  beginning  or 
*»,ja».3.  januaryj  orders  were  difpatched  to  Com- 
modore Warren,  then  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
to  proceed  to  the  northward  in  the  fpring, 
and  employ  fuch  a  force  as  might  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  protect  the  northern  Colonies  in 
their  trade  and  fifhery,  and  diftrefs  the 
enemy ;  and  for  this  purpofe  to  confult 

with 
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with  Governor  Shirley.  Orders  of  the  1744. 
fame  date  were  written  to  Shirley,  ,^w 
inclofed  to  Warren,  directing  him  to  af- 
fift  the  King's  fhips  with  tranfports,  men 
and  provifions.  Thefe  orders,  though  ex- 
tremely favorable  to  the  defign,  were  to- 
tally unknown  in  New-England,  till  the 
middle  of  April  following,  before  which 
time  the  expedition  was  completely  form- 
ed. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  a  plan  of  this  fam- 
ous enterprife,  was  firft  fuggefted  by  Wil-  DougUG, 
liam  Vaughan,  a  fon  of  Lieutenant  Gov-  Hutchm- 
ernorVaughanofNew-Hampfhire.  Seve-  fon* 
ral  other  perfons  have  claimed  the  like  merit. 
How  far  each  one's  information  or  advice, 
contributed  toward  forming  the  defign, 
cannot  now    be  determined.    Vaughan 
was  largely  concerned  in  the  filliery  on 
the  eaftern  coafl  of  MafTachufetts.     He 
was  a  man  of  good  underflanding,  but  of 
a  daring,  enterprifmg  and  tenacious  mind, 
and  one  who  thought  of  no  obilacles  to 
the  accomplishment  of  his  views.   An  in- 
ftance  of  his  temerity  is  ftill  remembered. 
He  had  equipped,  at  Portfmouth,  a  num- 
ber of  boats  to  carry  on  his  fiihery  at 
Montinicus.     On  the  day  appointed  for 
failing,  in  the  month  of  March,  though 
the  wind  was  fo  boifterous  that  experien- 

N  3  ced 
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1744,    ced  mariners  deemed  it  impoffible  for  fuch 


W-y^J 


veffels  to  carry  fail,  he  went  on  board  one, 
and  ordered  the  others  to  follow.  One 
was  loft  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the 
reft  arrived  with  much  difficulty,  but  in 
a  fnort  time,  at  the  place  of  their  deftina- 
tion.  Vaughan-had  not  been  at  Louif- 
burg ;  but  had  learned  from  fifhermen 
and  others,  fomething  of  the  ftrength  and 
fituation  of  the  place  5  and  nothing  being 
in  his  view  impracticable,  which  he  had 
a  mind  to  accomplifh,  he  conceived  a  de- 
lign  to  take  the  city  by  furprife  -y  and  even 
propofed  going  over  the  walls  in  the  win- 
ter on  the  drifts  of  fnow.  This  idea  of  a 
•  furprifal  forcibly  ftruck  the  mind  of  Shir- 
ley, and  prevailed  with  him  to  haften  his 
preparations,  before  he  could  have  any 
anfwer  or  orders  from  England. 

In  the  beginning  of  January  he  requeft- 
7  745*  ed  of  the  members  of  the  General  Court, 
that  they  would  lay  themfelves  under  an 
oath  of  fecrefy,  to  receive  a  propofal  froi 
him,  of  very  great  importance.  This  was 
the  firft  requeft  of  the  kind  which  hac 
ever  been  made  to  a  legillative  body  in  the 
Colonies.  They  readily  took  the  oath, 
and  he  communicated  to  them  the  plai 
which  he  had  formed  of  attacking  Louif* 
bour£.   The  fecret  was  kept  for  fome  days 

Q  Ml 
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till  an  honeft  member,  who  performed  1745. 
the  family  devotion  at  his  lodgings,  inad-  *— v*-J 
vertently  difcovered  it  by  praying  for  a 
blefling  on  the  attempt.  At  the  firjft  de- 
liberation, the  propofal  was  rejected  j  but 
by  the  addrefs  of  the  Governor  and  the 
invincible  perfeverance  of  Vaughan,  a  pe- 
tition from  the  merchants  concerned  in 
the  fifhery,  was  brought  into  Court, 
which  revived  the  affair ;  and  it  was  fi- 
nally carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  major- 
ity of  one  voice,  in  the  abfence  of  feveral  jan.  ag, 
members  who  were  known  to  be  againfl 
it.  Circular  letters  were  immediately  dif- 
patched  to  all  the  Colonies,  as  far  as 
Pennfylvania,  requeuing  their  afiiftance, 
and  an  embargo  on  their  ports. 

With  one  of  thefe  letters,  Vaughan  rode  Feb-  *• 
exprefs  to  Portfmouth,  where  the  AfTem- 
bly  was  fitting.     Governor  Wentworth 
immediately  laid  the  matter  before  them, 
and  propofed   a  conference  of  the  two 
Houfes  to  be  held  on  the  next  day.    The 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  having  caught 
the  enthufiafm  of  Vaughan,  were  impa- 
tient of  delay,  and  defired  that  it  might 
be  held  immediately.     It  was  accordingly 
held,  and  the  Committee  reported  in  fa-  Feb  ,. 
vor  of  the  expedition  ;  eftimated  the  ex-  j™ltcnead,  of 
penfe  at  four  thoufand  pounds,  and  defir-  thisfeffion» 
N4  ed 
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1745.  ed  the  Governor  to  iflue  a  proclamation 
,<nr0  for  inliiring  two  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
at  twenty -five  {hillings  per  month,  one 
month's  pay  to  be  advanced ;  they  alfo 
recommended  that  military  flores  and 
tranfports  ihould  be  provided,  and  that 
fuch  preparations  mould  be  made  as  that 
the  whole  might  be  ready  by  the  begin- 
ning of  March.  All  this  was  inftantly 
agreed  to,  on  condition  that  proper  meth- 
ods could  be  found  to  pay  the  charges. 
This  could  be  done  in  no  other  way  than 
by  a  new  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit,  con- 
trary to  the  letter  of  royal  inftruclions. 
But,  by  the  help  of  Shirley,  a  way  was 
found  to  furmount  this  difficulty ;  for  on 
the  fame  day,  he  wrote  to  Wentworth, 
informing  him  that  he  had,  in  anfwer  to 
repeated  felicitations,  obtained  a  relaxa- 
shiriey.      tjon  Qf  j^s  infractions  relative  to  bills  of 

credit,  fo  far,  as  to  have  leave  to  confent 
to  fuch  emiffions  as  the  exigencies  of  war 
might  require  ;  and  advifmg  him,  that 
confidering  the  occafion,  it  was  probable, 
his  confenting  to  an  emiffion  would  rather 
be  approved  than  cenfured  by  his  fuperi- 
Fcb-  3-  ors.  The  next  day,  he  wrote  again,  af- 
furing  him  that  he  might  fafely  do  it,  pro- 
vided that  the  fum  to  be  emitted,  were 
folely  appropriated  to  the  fervice  of  the 

expedition. 
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expedition.     He  alfo  fent  him  a  copy  of    1745. 
the  inftruclion,  enjoining  him  to  let  no    t~^~~> 
perfon  know  that  he  had  fent  it.   Shirley 
himlelf  had  confented  to  an  emiflion  of 
fifty  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  drawn  in  by 
a  tax  in  the  years  1747  and  1748. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  parTed  a  Feb.  5. 
vote  for  an  emiflion  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  toward  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  expedition  and  farther  carrying  on  the 
war,  and  the  fupport  of  government ;  to 
be  drawn  in  by  taxes  in  ten  annual  pay- 
ments, to  begin  in  1755.  The  Council 
objected  and  faid,  that  the  grant  mould  be 
wholly  appropriated  to  the  expedition  and 
the  payments  mould  begin  in  1 75 1 .  The 
Houfe  adhered  to  their  vote.  The  Gov- 
enor  interpofed,  and  an  altercation  took 
place,  which  continued  feveral  days.  The 
Governor  adjourned  the  AfTembly  till  he 
could  again  afk  Shirley's  advice  and  re- 
ceive his  anfwer.  At  length  the  Houfe 
altered  their  vote,  and  appointed  the  year 
1  j$  1  for  drawing  in  the  money  \  augment- 
ing the  fum  to  thirteen  thoufand  pounds, 
and  at  the  Governor's  exprefs  defire,  they 
publicly  allured  him  that  they  '  could  not 

*  find  out  any  other  way  to  carry  on  the 
1  expedition,  or  in  any  degree  fhorten  the 

*  period  for  bringing  in  the  money.'  This 

was 
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1745.  was  done  to  ferve  as  an  apology  for  the 
Governor's  confenting  to  the  bill,  not- 
withftanding  he  had  no  liberty  to  recede 
from  his  mftructions  j  and  thus,  the  mat- 
ter being  compromifed,  he  gave  his  con- 
fent. 

During  this  tedious  interval,  a  report 
was  fpread,  that  the  Houfe  had  ref  ufed  to 
raife  men  and  money  for  the  expedition ; 
and  the  author  of  the  report  was  fought 
out  and  called  to  account  by  the  Houfe 
for  his  mifbehaviour.  The  next  day  they 
altered  their  terms  of  inliftment,  conform- 
ably to  thofe   offered  in  Maflachufetts, 

t*K  v$.  and  by  the  17th  of  February,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  were  inliffced  for  the 
fervice. 

The  perfon  appointed  to  command  the 
expedition  was  William  Pepperrell,, 
Efq.  of  Kittery,  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of 
militia ;  a  merchant  of  unblemifhed  re-, 
putation  and  engaging  manners,  exten- 
sively known  both  in  Maflachufetts  and 
New-Hampfhire,  and  very  popular.  Thefe 
qualities  were  abfolutely  neceflary  in  the 
Commander  of  an  army  of  volunteers,  his 
own  countrymen,  who  were  to  quit  their 
domeftic  connexions  and  employments, 
and  engage  in  a  hazardous  enterprife, 
which  none  of  them,  from  the  higher!:  to 

the  1 
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the  loweft,  knew  how  to  conduct.  Pro-  1745* 
feffional  fkill  and  experience  were  entirely  WPV*W 
out  of  the  queftion ;  had  thefe  qualities 
been  neceflary,  the  expedition  muft  have 
been  laid  afide  3  for  there  was  no  perfon 
in  New-England,  in  thefe  refpecls  quali- 
fied for  the  command.  Fidelity,  refolu- 
tion  and  popularity  muft  f  upply  the  place 
of  military  talents  5  and  Pepperrell  was 
pofTefTed  of  thefe.  It  was  neceflary  that 
the  men  mould  know  and  love  their  Gene- 
ral, or  they  would  not  inlift  under  him.* 

After  this  appointment  was  made,  and  shiri*y*« 
while  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  AiTem-  ^1*  m£ 
bly  of  New-Hampfhire  would  agree  with 
the  Governor  in  railing  money  for  the 
expedition,  Shirley  propofed  to  Went- 
worth,  the  railing  of  men  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire, to  be  in  the  pay  of  MafTachufetts, 
and  in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  on  that 
occafion  paid  him  the  following  compli- 
ment. £  It  would  have  been  an  infinite  lat- 
*  isfa£lion  to  me,  and  done  great  honor  to 

the 

*  The  following  private  note  was  fent  from  Bofton  to  Pepperrell, 
whilft  at  Louifbourg,  and  f-.-und  among  his  papers. 

'  You  was  made  General,  being  a  popular  man,  m»ft  likely  to  raifa 

*  foldiers   fooneft.      The  expedition  was  calculated    to    establish 

*  Sh — ,  and   make  his  creature  W.  Governor  of  Cape-Breton,  which 

*  is  to  be  a  place  of  refuge  to  him  from  his  creditors.   Beware  of  fnakes 
1  in  the  graft,  and  mark  their  hilling.' 
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1  the  expedition,  if  your  limbs  would  have 
c  permitted  you  to  take  the  chief  command.' 
Wentworth  was  charmed  with  the  idea, 
and  forgetting  his  gout,  made  an  offer  of 
his  perfonal  fervice  ;  but  not  till  after  the 
Aflembly  had  agreed  to  his  terms  and  the 
money  bill  was  paffed.     Shirley  was  then 
obliged  to  anfwer  him  thus.  4  Upon  com- 
municating your  offer  to  two  or  three 
gentlemen,  in  whofe  prudence  and  judg- 
ment I  moff.  confide,  I  found  them  clear- 
ly of  opinion,  that  any  alteration  of  the 
prefent   command  would  be    attended 
with  great  rifque,  both  with  refpect  to 
the  Afiembly  and  the  foldiers  being  en- 
tirely difgufted/ 

Before  Pepperrell  accepted  the  com- 
mand, he  afked  the  opinion  of  the  famous 
George  Whitefield,  who  was  then  itinerat- 
ing and  preaching  in  New-England. 
Whitefield  told  him,  that  he  did  not, 
think  the  fcheme  very  promifmg ;  that  the 
eyes  of  all  would  be  on  him  -,  that  if  it 
mould  not  fucceed,  the  widows  and  Or-  \ 
phans  of  the  flam  would  reproach  him  ; 
and  if  it  fliould  fucceed,  many  would  re- 
gard him  with  envy,  and  endeavor  to 
eclipfe  his  glory  5  that  he  ought  therefore 
to  go  with   *  a  fingle  eye,'  and  then  he 

would 
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would  find  his  ftrength  proportioned  to    1745. 


his  neceffity.  Henry  Sherburne,  the  Com- 
mifTary  of  New-Hampfhire,  another  of 
Whitefield's  friends,  preffed  him  to  favor 
the  expedition  and  give  a  motto  for  the 
flag  s  to  which,  after  fome  hefitation,  he 
confented.  The  motto  was,  'Nildejpe- 
*  randum  Chrijio  duce*  This  gave  the  ex- 
pedition the  air  of  a  crufade,  and  many  of 
his  followers  inlifted.  One  of  them,  a 
Chaplain,  carried  on  his  moulder  a  hatch- 
et, with  which  he  intended  to  deltroy  the 
images  in  the  French  churches. 

There  are  certain  latent  fparks  in  hu- 
man nature,  which,  by  a  collifion  of  cauf- 
es,  are  fometimes  brought  to  light  ;  and 
when  once  excited,  their  operations  are 
not  eaiily  controled.  In  undertaking  any 
thing  hazardous,  there  is  a  neceffity  for 
extraordinary  vigor  of  mind,  and  a  degree 
of  confidence  and  fortitude,  which  fhall 
raife  us  above  the  dread  of  danger,  and 
difpofe  us  to  run  a  rifque  which  the  cold 
maxims  of  prudence  would  forbid.  The 
people  of  New-England  have  at  various 
times  fnewn  fuch  an  enthufiaftic  ardor, 
which  has  been  excited  by  the  example  of 
their  anceftors  and  their  own  expofed  fitu- 
ation.  It  was  never  more  apparent,  and 
perhaps  never  more  necefiary,  than  on  oc- 
casion 
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1745.  cafion  of  this  expedition.    Nor  ought  it 
^ — '   to  be  forgotten,  that  feveral  circumftances, 
which  did  not  depend  on  human  forefight, 
greatly  favored  this  undertaking. 

The  winters  in  this  country  are  often  fe-  - 
vere:,  but  the  winter  in  which  this  expedition  1 
was  planned,  and  particularly  the  month  1 
of  February,  was  very  mild.     The  har-  ■ 
boiirs  and  rivers  were  open,  and  the  weath- 
er was  in  general  fo  pleafant,  that  every  / 
kind  of  labor  could  be  done  abroad.   The  i 
fruitfulnefs  of  the  preceding  feafon  had  i 
made   provifions    plenty.     The  Indians  i 
had  not  yet  molefted  the  frontiers  -,  and  '! 
though  fome  of  them  had  heard  that  an  1 
expedition  againft  Cape  Breton  was   in'i 
hand,  and  carried  the  news  of  it  to  Cana- 
da, fuck  an  attempt  was  fo  improbable, , 
that  the  French  gave  no  credit  to  the  re- 
port, and  thofe  in  Nova-Scotia  did  not  re- 
ceive the  leaft  intelligence  of  the  prepara- 
tions.    Douglafs     obferves,    that  'fome: 

*  guardian    angel   preferved    the   troops 

*  from  taking  the  fmall  pox,'  which  ap- 
peared in  Bofton  about  the  time  of  their; 
embarkation,  and  was  actually  imported 
in  one  of  the  fliips  which  was  taken  into 
the  fervice.  A  concurrence  of  happy  in- 
cidents brought  together  every  Britilh 
fhip  of  war  from  the  ports  of  the  Amer-  • 

ican ' 
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ican  continent  and  iflands,  till  they  made    1 745* 
a  formidable  naval   force,  confirming  of     ^"^ 
four  mips  of  the  line  and  fix  frigates,  un- 
der the  command  of  an  active,  j  udicious  and 
experienced  officer.     On  the  other  hand,  ' 
the  garrifon  of  Louifbourg  was  difcontent- 
ed  and  mutinous ;  they  were  in  want  of 
provifions  and  ftores  5  they  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  defign  formed  againfr.  them  ; 
their  fhores  were  fo  environed  with  ice, 
that  no  fupplies  could  arrive  early  from 
France,  and  thoie  which  came  afterward, 
were  intercepted  and  taken  by  our  cruif- 
ers.     In  fhort,   '  if  any  one  circumflance 
*  had  taken  a  wrong  turn  on  our  fide,  and 
5  if  any  one  circumftance  had  not  taken  a  D<»giafsi, 
'  wrong  turn  on  the  French  fide,  the  ex-  336" 
I  pedition  muil  have  mifcarried.' 

In  the  undertaking  and  profecuting  of  an 
enterprife  fo  novel  to  the  people  of  New- 
England,  it  is  amufing  to  fee  how  many 
projects  were  invented ;  what  a  variety 
of  advice  was  given  from  all  quarters, 
and  what  romantic  expectations  were 
formed  by  advifers  and  adventurers.  Dur- 
ing the  inliflment,  one  of  the  officers  was 
heard  to  fay  with  great  fobriety,  that  he 
intended  to  carry  with  him  three  fhirts, 
one  of  which  mould  be  ruffied,  becaufe  he 
expected  that  the   General   would  give 

him 
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1745.  him  the  command  of  the  city,  when  it 
^"^    mould  be  taken.     An  ingenious  and  be- 
nevolent clergyman,  prefented  tothe  Gene- 
ral a  plan  for  the  incampment  of  the  ar- 
my, the  opening  of  trenches  and  the  plac- 
Private      in  2:  of  batteries  before  the  city.     To  pre- 

MS  letters.  J  r 

vent  danger  to  the  troops  from  fubterra- 
neous  mines,  he  propofed,  that  two  con- 
fidential perfons,  attended  by  a  guard, 
mould,  during  the  night,  approach  the 
walls  j  that  one  mould  with  a  beetle  ftrike 
the  ground,  while  the  other  mould  lay  his 
ear  to  it,  and  obferve  whether  the  found 
was  hollow,  and  that  a  mark  mould  be 
fet  on  all  places  fufpe£ted.  Another  gen- 
tleman, of  equal  ingenuity,  fent  the  Gen- 
eral a  model  of  a  flying  bridge,  to  be  ufed 
in  fcaling  the  walls  of  Louifbourg.  It  was 
fo  light,  that  twenty  men  could  carry  it 
on  their  moulders  to  the  wall,  and  raife 
it  in  one  minute.  The  apparatus  for 
raifing  it  confided  of  four  blocks,  and  two 
hundred  fathoms  of  rope.  It  was  to  be 
floored  with  boards,  wide  enough  for 
eight  men  to  march  abreaft;  and  to  prevent 
danger  from  the  enemy's  fire,  it  might  bz 
covered  with  raw  hides.  This  bridge,  it 
was  faid,  might  be  erected  againft  any  part 
of  the  wail,  even  where  no  breach  had 

been 
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been  made  5   and  it   was   fuppofed  that    1745. 
a  thoufand  men  might  pafs  over  it  in  four    s-nr^ 
minutes. 

But  the  mofl:  extraordinary  project  of 
all,  was  Shirley's  fcheme  for  taking  the 
city  by  furprife,  in  the  nrft  night  after  the 
arrival  of  the  troops,  and  before  any  Brit- 
ifh  naval  force  could  poffibly  come  to  their 
afliftance.  It  is  thus  delineated  in  a  con- 
fidential letter  which  he  wrote  to  Went- 
worth,  when  he  urged  him  to  fend  the 
New-Hampfhire  troops  to  Bofton,  to  pro- 
ceed thence  with  the  fleet  of  tranfports. 

*  The  fuccefs  of  our  fcheme  for  furprifmg  Marcb  3* 
c  Louifbourg  will  entirely  depend  on  the 

'  execution  of  the  firft  night,  after  the  ar- 
4  rival  of  our  forces.  For  this  purpofe  it 
i  is  necefTary,  that  the  whole  fleet  mould 

*  make  Chappeau-rouge  point  jufl  at  the 

*  fhutting  in  of  the  day,  when  they  can* 
'  not  eafily  be  difcovered,  and  from  thence 

4  pufh  into  the  bay,  fo  as  to  have  all  the 
f  men  landed  before  midnight  5  (the  land- 
1  ing  of  whom,  it  is  computed  by  Capt. 

5  Durell  and  Mr.  Baflide,  will  take  up 
'  three  hours  at  leaft.)  After  which,  the 
1  forming  of  the  four  feveral  corps,  to  be 

*  employed  in  attempting  to  fcale  the  walls 

*  of  Louifbourg,  near  the  earl  gate,  front- 
1  ing  the  fea,  and  the  weft  gate,  fronting 

O  <  the 
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1745.  e  the  harbour  -,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
c  two  beforememioned  parties  in  cafe  of 
1  a  repulfe  ;  and,  to  attack  the  grand  bat- 
1  tery  ;  (which  attack  mil  ft  be  made  at 
'  the  fame  time  with  the  two  other  at- 
f  tacks)  will  take  up  two  hours  more  at 

*  leaft.  After  thefe  four  bodies  are  form* 
1  ed,  their  march  to  their  refpeclive  pofls 

*  from  whence  they  are  to  make  their  at- 
£  tacks  and  ferve  as  a  cover  to  the  retreat, 
£  will  take  up  another  two  hours  ;  which, 
5  fuppohng  the  tranfports  to  arrive  in  Chap- 

*  peau- rouge  bay  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 

*  evening,  and  not  before,  as  it  will  be 
4  neceflary  for  them  to  do,  in  order  to 
c  land  and  march  under  cover  of  the  night, 
4  will  bring  them  to  four  in  the  morning, 
c  being  day  break,  before  they  begin  the 

*  attack,  which  will  be  full  late  for  them 

*  to  begin.     Your  Excellency  will  from 

*  hence  perceive  how  critical  an  affair,  the 

*  time  of  the  fleet's  arrival  in  Chappeau- 

*  rouge  bay  is,  and  how  neceflaKy  it  is  to 
f  the  fuccefs  of  our  principal  fcheme,  that 

*  the  fleet  fhould  arrive  there,  in  a  bodv,  at 
f  that  precife  hour.' 

,  It  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  this  plan  was 
contrived  by  a  perfon  totally  unfkilled  in 
the  arts  of  navigation  and  of  war.  The 
coaft  of  Cape-Breton  was  dangerous  and 

inhofpitable, 
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inhofpitable,  the  feafon  of  the  year  rough  1745. 
and  tempeftuous,  and  the  air  a  continual 
fog;  yet,  a  fleet  of  an  hundred  veffelSj 
after  failing  nearly  two  hundred  leagues 
(for  by  this  plan  they  were  not  to  ftop) 
muft  make  a  certain  point  of  land  c  at  a 
precife  hour,'  and  enter  an  unknown  bay, 
in  an  evening.  The  troops  were  to  land 
in  the  dark,  amidft  a  violent  furf,  on  a 
rocky  more  j  to  march  through  a  thicket 
and  bog  three  miles,  to  the  city,  and  fome 
of  them  a  mile  beyond  it  to  the  royal  bat- 
tery. Men  who  had  never  been  in  aclion* 
were  to  perform  fervices,  which  the  moft 
experienced  veteran  would  think  of  with 
dread ;  to  pull  down  pickets  with  grap- 
ling  irons,  and  fcale  the  wails  of  a  regular 
fortification,  with  ladders,  which  were  af- 
terward found  to  be  too  fhort  by  ten  feet ; 
all  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours  from  their 
firfl  making  the  land,  and  nine  hours 
from  their  debarkation.  This  part  of  the 
plan  was  prudently  concealed  from  the 
troops. 

The  forces  which  New-Hampfhire  fur- 
nifhed  for  this  expedition,  were  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,'  including  the  crew 
of  an  armed  floop  which  convoyed  the 
fcranfports  and  feryed  as  a  cruifer.  They 
were  formed  into  a  regiment,  confiding 
O  2  of 
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of  eight  companies,  and  were  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Samuel  Moore.     The 
Hoop  was  commanded   by   Capt.   John 
Fernald ;  her  crew  confifted  of  thirty  men. 
The  regiment,  floop  and  tranfports,  were, 
by  Governor  Wentworth's  written   in- 
ftructions  to  the  General,  put  under  his 
command.     Befides  thefe,  a  body  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  was  inlifled  in 
New-Hampfhire  and  aggregated  to  the 
regiment  in  the  pay  of  Maffachufetts. 
Thus  New-Hampfhire  employed  five  hun- 
dred men  ;  about  one  eighth  part  of  the 
whole  land  force.*  In  thefe  men,  there  was 
fuch  an  ardor  for  action,  and  fuch  a  dread 
of  delay,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  put 
them  fo  far  out  of  their  courfe,  as  to  join 
the  fleet  at  Boflon.     Shirley  therefore  al- 
tered the  plan,  and  appointed  a  rendez- 
vous  at  Canfeau  j    where  the  forces  of 
Match  31.  New-Hampfhire  arrived,  two  days  before 
the  General  and  his  other  troops  from 
Boflon. 

The 

*  In  the  introductory  part  of  Dr.  Ramfay's  elegant  hiftorv  of  the 
American  Revolution  (page  34)  i t is  faid,  that  'this  enterprife  wis  un« 
*  dertaken  by  the  sole  authority  of  the  Legillature  of  MalJachufetts.' 
This  is  notfufficiently  accurate.  It  originated  in  MalTachufetis  ;  but 
the  Colonies  of  New.  Hampshire,  Rhode-lfland  and  Connecticut,  by 
their  legiflative  authority,  furnilhed  troops  and  ftores.  New. York 
fent  a  fupply  of  artillery,  and  Pennfylvania  of  provifions  ;  but  the 
troops  from  Rhode-Jfland,  and  the  provifions  from  Pennfyhar.ii,  dtf 
not  mire  till  after  the  furrender  of  the  city. 
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The  inftructions  which  Pepperell  re-    1745. 
ceived  from  Shirley,  were  conformed  to    ^^ 
the  plan  which  he  had  communicated  to 
Wentworth,  but  much  more  particular  and 
circumflantial.     He  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  Canfeau,  thereto  build  a  block- 
houfe  and  battery,  and  leave  two  compa- 
nies in  garrifon,  and  to  depofit  the  flores 
which  might  not  immediately  be  wanted  Pjj*"* 
by  the  army.     Thence  he  was  to  fend  a  j°js» iB 
detachment  to  the  village  of  St.  Peters,  on    , ' 
the  ifland  of  Cape-Breton  and  deftroy  it ; 
to  prevent  any  intelligence  which  might 
be  carried  to  Louifbourg  j  for  which  pur- 
pofe  alfo,  the  armed  veffels  were  to  cruife 
before  the  harbour.    The  whole  fleet  was 
to  fail  from  Canfeau,  fo  as  to  arrive  in 
Chappeau-rouge  bay  about  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening.     The  troops  were  to  land 
in  four  divifions,  and  proceed  to  the  aC= 
fault  before  morning.     If  the  plan  for  the 
furprifal  mould  fail,  he  had  particular  di- 
rections where  and  how  to  land,  march, 
encamp,  attack  and  defend  5  to  hold  coun- 
cils and  keep  records  -,  and  to  fend  intel- 
ligence to  Bofton  by  certain  veffels  retain- 
ed for  the  purpofe,  which  veffels  were  to 
flop  at  Caftle  William,  and  there  receive 
the  Governor's  orders.    Several  other  vef- 
fels were  appointed  to  cruife  between  Can- 
O  3  feau 
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1 745.    feau  and  the  camp,  to  convey  orders,  trans- 
port ftores,  and  catch  fijh  for  the  army. 
To  clofe  thefe  inft  ructions,  after  the  moft 
minute  detail  of  duty,  the  General  was 
finally  '  left  to  acl  upon  unforefeen  emer- 
1  gencies    according    to   his   difcretion ;' 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  military  gentle- 
men, is  accounted  the  moil  rational  part 
of  the  whole.   Such  was  the  plan,  for  the 
reduction    of    a    regularly    conftrucled 
fortrefs,  drawn  by  a  lawyer,  to  be  execut- . 
ed  by  a  i"nerchant,  at  the  head  of  a  body 
of  hufbandmen  and  mechanics  5  animated 
indeed  by  ardent  patriotifm,  but  deflitute 
of  profeflional  fkill  and  experience.     Af- 


Prince's 


thankfgiv-  ter  they  had  embarked,  the  hearts  of  ma- 
page  2?.  '  ny  began  to  fail.     Some  repented  that 
they  had  voted  for  the  expedition,  or  pro- 
moted it ;  and  the  moil  thoughtful  were 
in  the  greater!:  perplexity. 

The  troops  were  detained  at  Canfeau, 
three  weeks,  waiting  for  the  ice  which  in- 
vironcd  the  ifland  of  Cape-Breton,  to  be 
feppereivs  difTolved.  They  were  all  this  time  with- 
in view  of  St.  Peters,  but  were  not  difcov- 
ered.  Their  provifions  became  fhcrt ; 
but  they  were  fupplied  by  prizes  taken  by 
the  cruifers.  Among  others,  the  New- 
Hampfliire  floop  took  a  fhip  from  Marti- 
nico3  and  retook  one  of  the  transports, 

which 
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which  fhe  had  taken  the  day  before.  At  1745* 
length,  to  their  great  joy,  Commodore  J^T* 
Warrren,  in  the  Superbe,  of  fixty  guns, 
with  three  other  fhips  of  forty  guns  each, 
arrived  at  Canfeau,  and  having  held  a  con- 
futation with  the  General,  proceeded  to 
cruife  before  Louifbourg.  The  General 
having  fent  the  New-Hampfhire  floop,  to 
cover  a  detachment  which  deftroyed  the 
village  of  St.  Peters,  and  fcattered  the  in- 
habitants, failed  with  the  whole  fleet ; 
but  inftead  of  making  Chappeau-rouge 
point  in  the  evening,  the  wind  falling 
ihort,  they  made  it  at  the  dawn  of  the 
next  morning ;  and  their  appearance  in 
the  bay,  gave  the  firfr.  notice  to  the  French, 
pf  a  defjgn  formed  againft  them. 

The  intended  furprifal  being  thus  hap- 
pily fruflrated,  the  next  thing  after  land- 
ing the  troops  was  to  inveft  the  city. 
Vaughan,  the  adventurer  from  New- 
Hampfbire,  had  the  rank  and  pay  of  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  but  refufed  to  have 
a  regular  command.  He  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Council  of  War.  and  was  rea- 
dy for  any  fer  vice  which  the  General  might 
think  fuited  to  his  genius.  He  conducted 
the  firft  column  through  the  woods,  with- 
in fight  of  the  city,  and  faluted  it  with 
O  4  thre^ 
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1745.  three  cheers.     He  headed  a  detachment, 

v-v — '    confining  chiefly  of  the  New-Hampfhire 

troops,  and  marched  to  the   north-eaft 

part  of  the  harbour,  in  the  night ;  where 

May  1.  they  burned  the  ware-houfes,  containing 
the  naval  ftores,  and  ftaved  a  large  quan- 
tity of  wine  and  brandy.  The  fmoke  of 
this  fire  being  driven  by  the  wind  into  the 
grand  battery,  fo  terrified  the  French, 
that  they  abandoned  it  and  retired  to  the 
city,  after  having  fpiked  the  guns  and  cut 
the  halliards  of  the  flag-ftaff.     The  next 

May  s.  morning  as  Vaughan  was  returning,  with 
thirteen  men  only,  he  crept  up  the  hill 
which  overlooked  the  battery,  and  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  chimnies  of  the  barrack  were 
without  fmoke,  and  the  flarT  without  a 
flag.  With  a  bottle  of  brandy,  which  he 
had  in  his  pocket,  (though  he  never  drank 
fpirituous  liquors)  he  hired  one  of  his  par- 
ty, a  Cape  Cod  Indian,  to  crawl  in  at  an 
embrafure  and  open  the  gate.     He  then 

original  wrote  to  the  General,  thefe  words,  '  May 
1  it  pleafe  your  honor,  to  be  informed, 
4  that  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  cour- 
c  age  of  thirteen  men,  I  entered  the  royal 
c  battery,  about  nine  o'clock,  and  am  wait- 
*  ing  for  a  reinforcement,  and  a  flag.'  Be- 
fore either  could  arrive,  one  of  the  men 
climbed  up  the  ftafF,  with  a  red  coat  in 

his 
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Ills  teeth,  which  he  fattened  by  a  nail  to  1745. 
the  top.  This  piece  of  triumphant  vanity  ^"^ 
alarmed  the  city,  and  immediately  an  hun- 
dred men  were  difpatched  in  boats  to  re- 
take the  battery.  But  Vaughan,  with  his 
fmall  party,  on^  the  naked  beach,  and  in 
the  face  of  a  fmart  fire  from  the  city  and 
the  boats,  kept  them  from  landing,  till 
the  reinforcement  arrived.  In  every  duty 
of  fatigue  or  fanguine  adventure,  he  was 
always  ready ;  and  the  New-Hampfhire 
troops,  animated  by  the  fame  enthufiaflic 
ardor,  partook  of  all  the  labors  and  dan- 
gers of  the  fiege.  They  were  employed 
for  fourteen  nights  fucceffively,  in  draw- 
ing cannon  from  the  landing  place  to  the 
camp,  through  a  morafs  ;  and  their  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Mefferve,  being  a  fhip 
carpenter,  conftru6r.ed  fledges,  on  which 
the  cannon  were  drawn,  when  it  was  found 
that  their  wheels  were  buried  in  the  mire. 
The  men,  with  ftraps  over  their  moulders, 
and  finking  to  their  knees  in  mud,  per- 
formed labor  beyond  the  power  of  oxen ; 
which  labor  could  be  done  only  in  the 
night  or  in  a  foggy  day-;  the  place  being 
within  plain  view  and  random  fhot  of  the 
enemy's  walls.  They  were  much  diiap- 
appointed  and  chagrined,  when  they  found 
that  tliefe  meritorious  fervkes  were  not 

more 


ai8  HISTORY    OF 

1745.  more  diilinctly  acknowledged  in  the  ac- 
counts which  were  lent  to  England,  and 
afterwards  publifhed. 
In  the  unfortunate  attempt  on  the  iiland 
May  *6.     battery  by  four  hundred  volunteers  from 
different  regiments,  the  New-Hampfhire 
troops  were  very  active.     When  it  was 
determined  to  erect  a  battery  on  the  light- 
houfe  cliff  j  two  companies  of  them  (Ma- 
Ton's  andFernald's)  were  employed  in  that 
laborious   fervice,  under  cover  of  their 
armed  {loop  -y  and  when  a  propofal  was 
made  for  a  general  affault  by  fea  and  land, 
Colonel  Moore,  who  had  been  an  experi- 
enced fea  commander,  offered  to  go  on 
board  the  Vigilant,  with  his  whole  regi- 
ment, and  lead  the  attack,  if  in  cafe  of 
fuccefs  he  might  be  confirmed  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  fhip  j  but  when  this  was  de- 
nied, moft  of  the  men  who  were  fit  for 
duty,  readily  went  on  board  the  Princefs . 
Mary,  to  act  as  marines  on  that  occafion. 
m    ....       It  has  been  faid,  that  '  this  fiege  was 
352-         c  carried  on  in  a  tumultuary,  random  man- 

*  ner,  refembling  a  Cambridge  commence- 

*  ment.'  The  remark  is  in  a  great  meaf- 
lire  true.  Though  the  buhnefs-  of  the 
Council  of  War  was  conducted  with  all 
the  formality  of  a  legiflative  arTembly ; 
though  orders  were  iflued  by  the  General, 
and  returns  made  by  the  officers  at  the 

feveral 
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feveral  pofts  j  yet  the  want  of  difciplme  1745* 
was  too  vifible  in  the  camp.  Thofe  who 
were  on  the  fpot,  have  frequently  in  my 
hearing,  laughed  at  the  recital  of  their 
own  irregularities,  andexpreffed  their  ad- 
miration when  theyreflecled  on  the  almoft 
miraculous  prefervation  of  the  army  from 
deftruction.  They  indeed  prefented  a  for- 
midable front  to  the  enemy  -,  but  the  rear 
was  a  fcene  of  confufion  and  frolic. 
While  ibme  were  on  duty  at  the  trenches, 
others  were  racing,  wreftling,  pitching 
quoits,  firing  at  marks  or  at  birds,  or  run- 
ning after  mot  *  from  the  enemy's  guns, 
for  which  they  received  a  bounty,  and  the 
(hot  were  fent  back  to  the  city.  The 
ground  was  fo  uneven  and  the  people  fo 
fcattered,  that  the  French  could  form  no 
eftimate  of  their  numbers  -y  nor  could  they 
learn  it  from  the  prifoners,  taken  at  the 
ifland  battery,  who  on  their  examination, 
as  if  by  previous  agreement,  reprefented 
the  number  to  be  vaftly  greater  than  it 
was.  The  garrifon  of  Louifbourg  had 
been  fo  mutinous  before  the  fiege,  that  the 
officers  could  not  truft  the  men  to  make  a 
fortie,  left  they  mould  defert ;  had  they 
been  united  and  acled  with  vigor,  the 
camp  might  have  been  furprifed  and  ma- 
ny of  the  people  deflroyed. 

Much 
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c.       Much  has  been  afcribed,   and  much  is 


%^-^^j 


juftiy  due  to  the  activity  and  vigilance  of 
Commodore  Warren,  and  the  fhips  under 
his  command  j  much  is  alio  due  to  the  vig- 
or and  perfeverance  of  the  land  for- 
ces, and  the  fuccefs  was  doubtlefs  ow- 
ing, under  God,  to  the  joint  efforts  of 
both.  Something  of  policy,  as  "  well 
as  bravery,  is  generally  necenary  in 
fuch  undertakings;  and  there  was  one 
piece  of  management,  which,  though  not 
mentioned  by  any  hiftorian,  yet  greatly 
contributed  to  the  furrender  of  the  city. 
The  capture  of  the  Vigilant,  a  French 
fixty-four  gun  fhip,  commanded  by  the 
Marquis  de  la  Maifon  forte,  and  richly  lad- 
en with  military  (lores  for  the  relief  of 
the  garrifon,  was  one  of  the  mofl  cap- 
ital exploits  performed  by  the  navy.  This 
fhip  had  been  anxioufly  expected  by  the 
French ;  and  it  was  thought  that  the  news 
of  her  capture,  if  properly  communicated 
to  them,  might  produce  a  good  effecl:; 
jnn«.  i.  but  how  to  do  it  was  the  queftion.  At 
S^WaTre"  length,  the  Commodore  hit  on  this  expe* 
™6J)e/"  dient,  which  he  propofed  to  the  General, 
who  approved,  and  put  it  into  execution. 
In  a  ikirmifh  on  the  ifland,  with  a  party 
of  French  and  Indians,  fome  Englifh  pris- 
oners had  been  taken  by  them,  and  ufed 

with 
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with  cruelty.  This  circumftance  was  174$* 
made  known  to  the  Marquis,  and  he  was  ***^ 
requefted  to  go  on  board  of  all  the  (hips  in 
the  bay  where  French  prifoners  were  con- 
fined, and  obferve  the  condition  in  which  , 
they  were  kept.  He  did  fo,  and  was  well 
fatisfied  with  their  fare  and  accommoda- 
tions. He  was  then  defired  to  write  to 
the  Governor  of  the  city,  and  inform  him 
how  well  the  French  prifoners  were  treat- 
ed, and  to  requefl  the  like  favor  for  the 
Engliih  prifoners.  The  humane  Marquis  jMe  -„ 
readily  confented,  and  the  letter  was  fent 
the  next  day  by  a  flag,  intrufted  to  the 
care  of  a  Capt.  MacdonakL  He  was  car- 
ried before  the  Governor  and  his  chief  of- 
ficers ;  and  by  pretending  not  to  under- 
ftand  their  language, he  had  the  advantage 
of  liflening  to  their  difcourfe  5  by  which 
he  found,  that  they  had  not  before  heard 
of  the  capture  of  the  Vigilant,  and  that 
the  news  of  it,  under  the  hand  of  her  late 
commander,  threw  them  into  a  vifible 
perturbation.  This  event,  with  the  erec- 
tion of  a  battery  on  the  high  cliff  at  the 
light  houfe,  under  the  direction  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Gridley,  by  which  the 
iiland  battery  was  much  annoyed,  and  the 
preparations  which  were  evidently  making 
for  a  general  afFault,  determined  Ducham- 

bo?3 
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1745.    bon  to  furrender  j  and  accordingly,  in  a 

Tu^TT1  to  ^ew  ^ays  ^ie  capitulated. 

17-  Upon  entering  the  fortrefs  and  viewing 

its  itrength,  and  the  plenty  and  variety  of 
its  means  of  defence,  the  itouteff.  hearts 
were  appalled,  and  the  impracticability  of 
carrying  it  by  aflault,  was  fully  demon- 
strated. 

No  fooner  was  the  city  taken,  and  the 
peppereir*  army  under  fhelter,   than   the  weather, 

letters   MS 

which,  during  the  fiege,  excepting  eight 
or  nine  days  after  the  firft  landing,  had 
been  remarkably  dry  foi  that  climate, 
changed  for  the  worfe  5  and,  an  incefiant 
rain  of  ten  days  fucceeded.  Had  this 
happened  before  the  furrender,  the  troops 
who  had  then  begun  to  be  fkkly,  and  had 
none  but  very  thin  tents,  mufl  have  perifh- 
ed  in  great  numbers.  Reinforcements  of 
men,  ftores  and  provisions  arrived,-1'  and 
it  was  determined  in  a  Council  of  War  to 
maintain  the  place  and  repair  the  breaches. 
A  total  demolition  might  have  been  more 
advantageous  to  the  nation ;  but  in  that 
cafe,  individuals  would  not  have  enjoyed  - 
the  profit  of  drawing  bills  on  the  navy  and 

ordnance 

*  Of  the  reinforcements,  New-Hampfliire  fent  115  men.  The  lofs 
which  the  New. Hampshire  troops  fuffered  was  but  eleven,  of  whora 
five  were  killed  ana  fix  died  ot  ficknefs.  This  was  befoie  the  furien* 
der.     More  died  afterwird  in  garrifon. 

Shirley's  letter  to  Wentworth,  from  Louifliourg,  Sept.  z. 
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ordnance  eftablimments.  The  French  1745. 
flag  was  kept  flying  on  the  ramparts  j  and 
feveral  rich  prizes  were  decoyed  into  the 
harbour*  The  army  fuppofed  that  they 
had  a  right  to  a  (hare  of  thefe  prizes  j  but 
means  were  found  to  fupprefs  or  evade 
their  claim  5  nor  did  any  of  the  Colony 
cruifers  (except  one)  though  they  were 
retained  in  the  fervice,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commodore,  reap  any  benefit  from 
the  captures. 

The  news  of  this  important  victory 
filled  America  with  joy,  and  Europe  with 
aftonimment.  The  enterprifmg  fpirit  of 
New-England  gave  a  ferious  alarm  to 
thofe  jealous  fears,  which  had  long  pre- 
dicted the  independence  of  the  Colonies. 
Great  pains  were  taken  in  England  to  as- 
cribe all  the  glory  to  the  navy,  and  lefTen 
the  merit  of  the  army.  However,  Pepper- 
ell  received  the  title  of  a  Baronet,  as  well 
as  Warren.  The  latter  was  promoted  to 
be  an  Admiral ;  the  former  had  a  commif- 
fion  as  Colonel  in  the  Britifh  eitabliili- 
ment,  and  was  empowered  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment in  America,  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the 
Crown.  The  fame  emolument  was  given 
to  Shirley,  and  both  he  and  Wentworth 
acquired  fo  much  reputation  as  to  be  con- 
firmed in  their  places.     Vaughan  went  to 

England! 
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1745.    England  to  feek  a  reward  for  his  fervices, 
v*or"*'    and  there  died  of  the  fmall-pox.    Solicita- 
tions were  fet  on  foot  for  a  parliamentary 
Boiws      reimburfement,  which,  after  much  diffl- 

3VIS  lstiers» 

culty  and  delay,  was  obtained  ;  and  the 
Colonies  who  had  expended  their  fubftance 
were  in  credit  at  the  Britifh  Treafury.* 
The  juftice  and  policy  of  this  meamre 
muft  appear  to  every  one,  who  confiders, 
that  excepting  the  fuppreffion  of  a  rebel- 
lion within  the  bowels  of  the  kingdom, 
this  conqueft  was  the  only  action  which 
could  be  called  a  victory,  on  the  part  of 
the  Britifh  nation,  during  the  whole  French 
war,  and  afforded  them  the  means  of  pur- 
chafing  a  peace. 

*  The  reimburfement  to  New-Ham pfhi re  was  fifteen  thoufand,  thre! 
hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  fterling. 

Thorrvlinfon'a  MS.  lettea, 
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CHAP.      XX. 

Projected  Expedition  to  Canada.  Alarm  by 
the  French  fleet.  State  of  the  Frontiers. 
Peace. 

WHILST  the  expedition  to  Cape-Bre- 
ton was  in  hand,  the  active  mind 
of  Governor  Shirley  contemplated  nothing 
lefs  than  the  conquefl  of  all  the  French 
dominions  in  America  ;  and  he  confulted 
with  Governor  Wentworth  and  Mr.  At- 
kinfon  on  the  practicability  of  fuch  a  de- 
fign.     After  Louifbourg  was   taken,  he 
made  a  vifit  thither,  and  held  a  confulta-  sh.rle  ,s 
tion  with  Sir  Peter  Warren  and  Sir  Willi-  MS letKrs' 
am  Pepperell  -,  and  from  that  place  wrote 
preflingly  to  the  Britifh  miniflry  on  the    . 
fubjecl:.     His  folicitation,  enforced  by  the 
brilliant  fuccefs  at  Louifbourg,  and  the 
apparent   danger  in  which  Nova-Scotia 
and  the  new  conquefl:  were  involved,  had 
fuch  an  effect,  that  in  the  fpring  of  the    1746, 
following  year,  a  circular  letter  was  fent   .^T^ 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  all  the  Governors  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  as  far  fouthward  as  Virgi- 
nia -,  requiring  them  to  raife  as  many  men 
P  as 
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1746.  as  they  could  fpare,  and  form  them  into 
v^hhi,  companies  of  one  hundred ;  to  be  ready 
^s-  to  unite,  and  act  according  to  the  orders 
which  they  mould  afterwards  receive.  The 
plan  was,  that  a  fquadron  of  fhips  of  war, 
and  a  body  of  land  forces,  mould  be  fent 
from  England  againft  Canada  ;  that  the 
troops  raifed  in  New-England  mould  join 
the  Britifh  fleet  and  army  at  Louifbourg, 
and  proceed  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence  ; 
that  thofe  of  New-York  and  the  other 
Provinces  at  the  fouthward,  mould  be 
collected  at  Albany,  and  march  againft 
Crown  Point  arid  Montreal.  The  man- 
agement of  this  expedition  was  committed 
to  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  in  conjunction  with 
Sir  Peter  Warren  and  Governor  Shirley. 
St.  Clair  did  not  come  to  America.  War- 
ren and  Shirley  gave  the  orders,  while 
Warren  was  here  ;  and  afterward  Com- 
modore Knowles,  who  fucceeded  him,  was 
joined  with  Shirley  3  but  as  Knowles  was 
part  of  the  time  at  Louifbourg,  raoft  of 
the  concern  devolved  on  Shirley  alone. 

Befide  the  danger  of  lofing  Nova-Sco- 
tia and  Cape-Breton,  there  were  other  rea- 
fons  for  undertaking  this  expedition.  The 
Indians,  inftieated  by  the  Governor  of 

Shirk's  *  °  < .  .  r 

fpcech.       Canada,  were  ravaging  the  frontiers,  del- 
June2S'     troying   the   fields   and   cattle,   burning 

houfes 
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houfes  and  milis,  killing  and  carrying  1746. 
away  the  inhabitants.  Though  fcouts  and  ^"^ 
garrifons  were  maintained  by  the  govern- 
ments -,  yet  to  act  altogether  on  the  defen- 
five,  was  thought  to  be  not  only  an  inef- 
fectual, but  a  difgraceful  mode  of  carry- 
ing on  the  war ,  efpecially  after  the  fuccefs 
which  had  attended  the  arms  of  the  Colo- 
nifts  in  their  attempt  againft  Louifbourg. 
The  continuance  of  fuch  a  mode  of  de- 
fence, would  neither  difpirit  the  enemy, 
nor  fecure  the  frontiers  from  their  depre- 
dations, 

The  defign  was  pleafing,  and  the  Colo- 
nies readily  furnifhed  their  quotas  of  mem 
In  New-JHampihirei  the  fame  difficulty 
occurred  as  on  occafion  of  the  Louifbourg 
expedition.  The  Governor  had  no  au- 
thority to  confent  to  the  emiffion  of  bills  msiSmi 
of  credit,  but  Shirley  removed  that  obfta- 
cle,  by  fuggefting  to  him,  that  as  the 
miniftry  did  not  difapprove  what  he  had 
done  before j  fo  there  was  no  reafon  to 
fear  it  now  j  and  that  the  importance  of 
the  fervice,  and  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe, 
would  juftify  his  conduct.  The  demand 
at  firft,  was  for  levy  money  and  victualing. 
The  arms  and  pay  of  the  troops  were  to 
be  furnifhed  by  the  Crown ;  but  it  was 
afterward  found  necefTary  that  the  feve- 
V  2  ral 
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1746.  ral  governments  fhould  provide  clothing, 
*— > — '   tranfports  and  ftores,  and  depend  on  a 
reimburfement  from  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  AfTembly  was  immediately  con- 
vened, and  voted  an  encouragement  for  in- 
lifting  a  thoufand  men,  or  more,  if  they 
could  be  raifed  j  with  a  bounty  of  thirty 
pounds  currency,  and  a  blanket,  to  each 
man,  befides  keeping  two  armed  veflels  in 
pay.  Col.  Atkinfon  was  appointed  to 
AtWnfon's  the  command  of  the  troops.    Eidit  hun- 

MS  letter?.  ,  r  ° 

dred  men  were  minted  and  ready  for  em- 
barkation by  the  beginning  of  July. 
Tranfports  and  provifions  were  prepared, 
and  the  men  waited,  impatiently,  all  fum- 
mer  for  employment.  Neither  the  Gen- 
eral nor  any  orders  arrived  from  England ; 
the  fleet,  which  was  faid  to  be  deftined 
for  the  expedition,  failed  fevcn  times  from 
Spithead,  and  as  often  returned.  Two 
regiments,  only,  were  fent  from  Gibraltar, 
to  Louifbourg,  to  relieve  the  New-Eng- 
land men,  who  had  garrifonedit  fince  the 
conqueft.  It  is  much  eafier  to  write  the 
hiftory  of  an  active  campaign,  than  to 
trace  the  caufes  of  inaction  and  difap* 
pointment  5  and  it  is  in  vain  to  fupply  the 
place  of  facts  by  conjecture.*  In 

*  *  The  laft  war  wa3  ruinous  in  the  expenfe,  and  unfuccefsful  in  th« 

'end,  for  want  of  consideration,  and  a  reafonable  plan  at  the  beginning.* 

Doddington's  Diary.     May  27,  1755.     ^aSe  33°* 
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In  this  time  of  fufpenfe,  Sir  Peter  War-    1 746. 
ren,  and  Sir  Wiiiiam  Pepperell,  having    ,-"w 
arrived    at    Boflon,    from    Louifbourg, 
Shirley  had  an  opportunity  of  confulting 
them,  and  fuch  other  gentlemen  as  he 
thought  proper,  on  the  affair  of  the  Can- 
ada expedition.     The  feafon  was  fo  far  sh,rley,s 
advanced,  that  a  fleet  could  hardly  be  ex-  J^'eiS!! 
peeled  from  England  ;  or  if  it  mould  ar-  Augufuc. 
rive,  it  would  be  too  late  to  attempt  the 
navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  But, 
as  a  fufficient  body  of  the  troops  might  be 
aflembled  at  Albany,  it  was  judged  pru- 
dent to  employ  them  in  an  attempt  againfl 
the  French  fort  at  Crown  Point.     At  the 
fame  time,  Clinton,  Governor  of  New-* 
York,  folicited  and  obtained  the  friendly 
afhftance  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians, 
on  the   borders  of  his  Province.     It  was 
thought,  that  if  this  attempt  fhould  be 
made,   the  alliance  with  thefe   Indians 
would  be  ftrengthened  and  fecured  ;  and 
the  frontiers  would  be  relieved  from  the 
horrors  of  defolation  and  captivity,   to 
which  they  were  continually  expofed.   In 
purfuance  of  this  plan,  the  forces  of  New- 
Hampihire  were  ordered  to  hold  them-  Ms  letter 
felves  in  readinefs,  to  march  to  Albany;  ?yfwS". 
but,  it  being  difcovered  that  the  fmall-pox  SePl«  *■ 
P  3  was 
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1746.  was  there,  the  rendezvous  was  appoint- 
"^^    ed  at  Saratoga  and  the  adjacent  villages. 
No  fooner  was  this  plan  refolved  on, 
and  preparations  made  to  carry  it  into  ex- 
ecution, than  accounts  were  received  of 
danger  which  threatened  Annapolis,  from 
Sv/Sen's  a  b°dy  of  French  and  Indians  at  Minas, 
ms  letter.,  anc[  the  probable  revolt  of  the  Acadians. 
It  was  thought  that  Nova-Scotia  would 
be  loft,  if  fome  powerful  fuccour  were 
not  fent  thither.   Orders  were  according- 
ly iffued,  for  the  troops  of  MafTachufetts, 
Rhpde-Ifland    and  New-Ham pfhire,   to 
embark  for  that  place,  and  '  drive  the  en- 
*  emy  out  of  Nova- Scotia.*     But,  within 
a  few  days  more,  the  whole  country  was 
alarmed,  and  thrown  into  the  uttnoft  con- 
fternation,  by  reports  of   the  arrival  of 
a  large  fleet  and  army  from  France,  at 
Nova-Scotia,  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke   D'Anville.     It  was  fuppofed  that 
their  object  was  to  recover  Louifbourg ; 
to  take  Annapolis  5  to  break  up  the  fettle- 
ments  on  the  eaflern  coaft  of  Maffachu- 
fetts j  and  to  diftrefs,  if  not  attempt  the 
conqueft  of  the  whole  country  of  New- 
England.     On  this  occafion,  the  troops 
deflined  for  Canada  found  fufiicient  em- 
ployment at  home,  and  the  militia  was 
collected  to  join  them  j  the  old  forts  on  1 

thd 
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the  fea  coaft  were  repaired,  and  new  ones  1746. 
were  erected,  A  new  battery,  confining  ^*w 
of  fixteen  guns,  of  thirty -two  and  twenty- 
four  pounds  fhot,  was  added  to  fort  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  Pafcat- 
aquA  harbour  -,  and  another,  of  nine  thir- 
ty-two pounders,  was  placed  at  the  point 
of  Little  Harbour.  Thefe  works  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fufficient  to  prevent  a  furprifal. 
Military  guards  were  appointed)  and  in  this 
ftate  of  fear  and  anxiety,  the  people  were 
kept  for  fix  weeks, when  fome  prifoners, who  oa.  %%* 
had  been  releafed  by  the  French,  brought 
the  moft  affecting  accounts  of  the  diltrefs 
and  confufion  on  board  the  fleet.  It  was 
expected,  by  the  people  in  New-England, 
that  an  Englifh  fleet  would  have  followed 
them  to  America.  This  expectation  was 
grounded  on  fome  letters  from  England, 
which  Shirley  had  received  and  which  he 
forwarded  by  exprefs  to  Admiral  Town£» 
end,  at  Louifbourg.  The  letters  were 
intercepted  by  a  French  cruifer,  and  carri^ 
ed  into  Chebucto,  where  the  fleet  lay. 
They  were  opened  in  a  Council  of  War, 
and  caufed  a  divifion  among  the  officers  j 
which,  added  to  the  fickly  condition  of 
the  men,  and  the  damage  which  the  fleet 
had  fuflained  by  ftorms,  and  their  lofs  by 
{hipwrecks,  dejected  their  commander  to 
P  4  that 
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1746.  that  degree,  that  he  put  an  end  to  his  life 
^^  by  poiion ;  and  the  fecond  in  command 
fell  on  his  fword.  Thefe  melancholy- 
events,  difconcerted  their  firft  plan.  They 
then  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  on  An- 
napolis j  but  when  they  had  failed  from 
Chebucloj  they  were  overtaken  by  a  vio- 
lent tempeft,  off  Cape  Sable ;  and  thofe 
fhips  which  efcaped  deftruclion,  returned 
fingly  to  France.  Never  was  the  hand 
of  divine  Providence  more  vifible,  than 
on  this  occafion.  Never  was  a  difappoint- 
ment  more  fevere,  on  the  lide  of  the  ene- 
my; nor  a  deliverance  more  complete, 
without  human  help,  in  favor  of  this 
country. 

NovarScotia  was  not  yet  out  of  danger. 
The  French  and  Indians,  who,  during  the 
fbay  of  the  fleet  at  Chebuclo,  had  appear- 
ed before  Annapolis,  but  on  their  depar- 
ture retired,  were  ftill  in  the  peninfula ; 
and  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  diflodge 
them.  For  this  purpofe  Shirley  fent  a 
body  of  the  MafTachufetts  forces,  and 
prefTed  the  Governors  of  Rhode-Ifland 
and  New-FIampfhire  to  fend  part  of 
theirs.  Thofe  from  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
one  tranfport  from  Bofton,  were  wreck-* 
ed  on  the  paflage.  The  armed  veflels  of 
New-Hampfhire,  with  two  hundred  men, 

went 
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went  to  Annapolis  j  but  the  commander    1746* 
of  one  of  them,  inftead  of  landinghis  men, 
failed  acrofs  the  bay  of  Funda,  into  St.  _ 

-  '  Dec.   13. 

John's   river:    where,    meeting    with   a  shirjey-s 

J  J  '  .  O  MS  letters, 

French  fnow,  and  miftaking  her  for  one  affidavits 
of  the  Rhode-Ifland  tranfports,  he  impru- 
dently fent  his  boat  with  eight  men  on 
board,  who  were  made  prifoners,  and  the 
fnow  efcaped.  The  floop,  infread  of  re- 
turning to  Annapolis,  came  back  to  Portf- 
mouth.  Thefe  misfortunes  and  difap- 
pointments  had  very  ferious  ill  confequen- 
ces.  The  MafTachufetts  forces,  who  were  *747» 
at  Nova-Scotia,  being  inferior  in  number 
to  the  French,  and  deceived  by  falfe  intel- 
ligence, were  iurprifed  in  the  midft  of  a 
fnow  ftorm,   at  Minas  ;  and  after  an  ob-  T 

.  .  Jam  31- 

ilinate  refiftance,  were  obliged  to  capitu- 
late. Their  commander,  Col.  Arthur  Bo<ion 
Noble,  and  about  fixty  men,  were  killed,  ?12WS 
and  fifty  were  wounded.  The  enemy  be- 
ing provided  with  fnow  fhoes,  made  forc- 
ed marches  j  and  ours  being  deftitiite  of 
them  were  unable  to  efcape. 

When  the  alarm  occahoiied  by  the 
French  fleet  had  fubfided,  Atkinfon's  regi- 
ment marched  into  the  country  to  cover 
the  lower  part  of  the  frontiers,  and  en- 
camped near  the  more  of  Winipifeogee 
lake  j  where  they  pafTed  the  winter  and 

built 
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1747.  built  a  flight  fort.  They  were  plentifully 
AdTws  Supplied  wita  provifionSj  and  had  but  lit— 
ms  letter,  tie  exercife  or  difcipline.  Courts  martial 
were  not  inftituted,  nor  offences  punifhed. 
The  officers  and  men  were  tired  of  the 
fervice ;  but  were  not  permitted  to  enter 
on  any  other  bufinefs,  left  orders  mould 
arrive  from  England.  Some  were  employ^ 
ed  in  fcouting ;  fome  in  hunting  or  fifh- 
ing,  and  fome  deferted. 

Shirley  was  fo  intent  on  attacking  Crown 
Msi«Ktt.  Point  that  he  even  propofed  to   march 
thither  in  the  winter,  and  had  the  addrefs 
to  draw  the  Aflembly  of  Maffachufetts 
into  an  approbation  of  this  project.     He 
enlarged  his  plan,  by  propofing  that  the 
New-Hampfhire  troops    mould   at  the 
fame  time  go,  by  the  way  of  Connecticut 
river,  to  the  Indian  village  of  St.  Francis, 
at  the  diftance  of  two  hundred  miles,  and 
deftroy  it  -y  while  the  troops  from  Maffa- 
chufetts,  Connecticut    and    New-York, 
fhould  go  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  to 
Crown  Point,     The  Governor  of  Newi- 
York  would  have  confented  to  this  wild 
projection,  on  account  of  the  Indian  allies, 
who  were  impatient  for  war ;  hut  it  was 
if conTL  happily  fruftrated,  by  the  prudence  of  the 
£«. Re"  Connecticut  Affemhly ;  who  deemed  the 
jan.  z%.    winter  an  improper  feafon  for  fo  great  an 

undertaking, 
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undertaking,  and  deferred  their  afTiftance  1747. 
till  the  enfuing  fpring.  At  the  fame  y**r* 
time  the  fmall  pox  prevailed  in  the  fettle- 
ments  above  Albany,  through  which  the 
forces  mull:  have  marched ;  and  that  dif-^ 
temper  was  then  an  object  of  much  greater 
dread,  than  the  ftorms  of  winter,  or  the 
face  of  an  enemy. 

To  finifh  what  relates  to  the  Canada 
forces,  it  can  only  be  faid,  that  excepting 
fome  who  were  employed  on  the  frontiers, 
they  were  kept  in  a  ftate  of  military  indo-  oaober, 
lence,  till  the  autumn  of  the  enfuing  year  5  m7' 
when  by  order  from  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle they  were  difbanded,  and  paid  at 
the  fame  rate  as  the  King's  troops.     The 
Governors  drew  bills  on  the  Britifh  trea- 
fury  ;   which  were  negociated  among  the 
merchants  at  feven  and  eight  hundred  per 
cent,  and  the  Parliament  granted  money,  MsleSrs. 
to  reimburfe  the  charges  of  the  equipment 
and  fubfiftence  of  thefe  forces, 

The  ftate  of  the  frontiers  now  demands 
our  attention.  By  the  extenfion  of  the  J745- 
boundaries  of  the  Province,  feveral  fettle-  """"^ 
ments  which  had  been  made  by  the  people 
of  Maflachufetts,  and  under  the  authority 
of  grants  from  their  General  Court,  had 
fallen  within  New-Hampfhire.  In  one  of 
them  flood  Fort  Dutnmer,  on  the  weft 

fide 
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1745.  fide  of  Connecticut  river,  and  within  the 
lately  extended  line  of  New-Hampfhire. 
This  fort  had  been  erected  and  main- 
tained, at  the  expenfe  of  Maffachufetts  j 
but  when  it  was  found  to  be  within  New- 
Hampfhire,  the  Governor  was  inftructed 
by  the  Crown  to  recommend  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  the  future  maintenance  of  it. 
In  the  fame  Affembly,  which  had  fo 
zealoully  entered  upon  the  expedition 
againfl  Cape  Breton,  this  matter  was  in- 
troduced ;  but  a  confiderable  majority  of 

journal,     t|le   iower  Houfe  declined  making  any 

grant  for  this  purpofe,  and  adduced  the 
following  reafons,  viz.  That  the  fort 
was  fifty  miles  diftant  from  any  towns 
which  had  been  fettled  by  the  government 
or  people  of  New-Hampfhire ;  that  the 
people  had  no  right  to  the  lands  which, 
by  the  dividing  line,  had  fallen  within 
New-Hampfhire  j  notwithstanding  the 
plaufible  arguments  which  had  been  ufed 
to  induce  them  to  bear  the  expenfe  of  the 
line  $  namely,  that  the  land  would  be  giv^ 
en  to  them  or  elfe  would  be  fold  to  pay 
that  expenfe  5  that  the  charge  [of  main- 
taining that  fort,  at  fo  great  a  diftance, 
and  to  which  there  was  no  communication 
by  roads,  would  exceed  what  had  been  the 
whole  expenfe  of  government  before  the 

line 
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line  was  eftablifhed;  that  the  great  load  1745. 
of  debt  contracted  on  that  account,  and  *"""**""" 
the  yearly  flipport  of  government,  with 
the  unavoidable  expenfes  of  the  war,  were 
as  much  as  the  people  could  bear ;  that 
if  they  mould  take  upon  them  to  main- 
tain this  fort,  there  was  another  much 
better  and  more  convenient  fort  at  a  place 
called  Number-four,  befides  feveral  other 
fettlements,  which  they  mould  alfo  be 
obliged  to  defend ;  and  finally  that  there 
was  no  danger  that  thefe  forts  would  want 
fupport,  fince  it  was  the  interefl  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  by  whom  they  were  erected,  to 
maintain  them  as  a  cover  to  their  frontier. 
When  thefe  reafons  were  given,  the 
Governor  diffolved  the  AfTembly  and  call- 
ed another,  to  whom  he  recommended 
the  fame  meafure  in  the  mod  preffing 
terms  -,  telling  them,  '  that  it  was  of  the 

*  laft  confequence  to  the  prefent  and  fu- 

*  ture  profperity  of  the  government ;  that 

*  their  refufal  would  leilen  them  in  the  ef- 
'  teem  of  the  King  and  his  minifrers,  and 
'  ftrip  the  children  yet  unborn  of  their 
c  natural  right ;  and  deprive  their  brethren 
1  who  were  then  hazarding  their  lives  be- 

*  fore  the  walls  of  Louiibourg  of  their 

*  juft  expectations,  which  were  to  fit  down 

*  on  that  valuable  part  of  the  Province.' 
But  his  eloquence  had  no  effect.     They 

thought 
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thought  it  unjufl  to  burden  their  Confti- 
tuents  with  an  expenfe  which  could  yield 
them  no  profit,  and  afford  them  no  pro- 
tection* 

When  it  was  determined,  that  New- 
Ham  pfhire  would  make  no  provifion  for 
fort  Dummer,  the  AfTembly  of  Maflachu- 
fetts  continued  its  ufual  fupport,  and  alfo 
provided  for  the  other  pofts  on  Connecti- 
cut river  and  its  branches,  which  Were 
within  the  limits  of  New-Ham  pfhire. 
They  afterwards  petitioned  the  Kingj  to 
deduct  that  charge  out  of  the  reimburfe- 
ment,  which  the  Parliament  had  granted 
to  New-Hampfhire,  for  the  Canada  expe- 
dition 3  but  in  this  they  were  defeated,  by 
the  vigilance  and  addrefs  of  Thomlinfon, 
the  agent  of  New-Hampfhire. 

Mofl  of  the  frontier  towns  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  at  that  time,  were  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  no  other  than  by  Indian  or  tempo* 
rary  names.  It  may  be  convenient  to 
compare  them  with  their  prefent  names. 
On  Connecticut   river,   and  its  eaftera 


branches,  were 
Number-four, 
Great  Meadow, 
Great  Fall, 
Fort  Dummer, 
UpperAfhuelot& 
Lower  Afhuelot,, 


s  Charleftown, 
%  Weftmoreland, 

which  JWalpole, 

acaiie°dw  jHinfdale, 
/Keene  and 
LSwanfey.      On 


N  E  W-H  AMPSHIRE,  $39 

On  Merrimack  river  and  its  branches,  were    1 745. 
Penacook,  ■>         r  Concord, 

Suncook,  /  \  Pembroke, 

Contoocook,        v  which   iBofcawen, 
NewHopkinton,  (  bailed jHopkinton, 
Souhegan  eail &c\  i Merrimack £c 

Souhegan  weft,    )  vAmherft. 

On  Pafcataqua  river,  and  its  branches, 
were  the  townfhips  of  Nottingham,  Bar- 
rington  and  Rochefter. 

Befides  the  forts  which  were  maintain- 
ed at  the  public  expenfe,  there  were  pri- 
vate houfes  enclofed  with  ramparts,  or 
palifades  of  timber ;  to  which  the  peo- 
ple who  remained  on  the  frontiers' retired; 
thefe  private  garrifoned  houfes  were  dif- 
ltinguifhed  by  the  names  of  the  owners. 
The  danger  to  which  thefe  diflrefTed  peo- 
ple were  conftantly  expofed,  did  not  per- 
mit them  to  cultivate  their  lands  to  any 
advantage.  They  were  frequeutly  alarm- 
ed when  at  labor  in  their  fields,  and  oblig- 
ed either  to  repel  an  attack,  or  make  a 
retreat.  Their  crops  were  often  injured, 
and  lometimes  deftroyed,  either  by  their 
cattle  getting  into  the  fields  where  the  en- 
emy had  broken  the  fences,  or  becaufe 
they  were  afraid  to  venture  out,  to  co^ecl: 
and  fecure  the  harveft.     Their  cattle  and 

horfes 
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1745^  horfes  were  frequently  killed  by  the  ene- 


my j  who  cut  the  flefh  from  the  bones, 
and  took  out  the  tongues,  which  they  pre- 
ferved  for  food,  by  drying  in  fmoke.  Some- 
times they  were  afraid  even  to  milk  their 
cows ;  though  they  kept  them  in  paftures 
as  near  as  poffible  to  the  forts.  When 
they  went  abroad,  they  were  always  arm- 
ed i  but  frequently  they  were  fhut  up  for 
weeks  together  in  a  ftate  of  inactivity. 

The  hiftory  of  a  war  on  the  frontiers 
can  be  little  elfe  than  a  recital  of  the  ex- 
ploits, the  fufferings,  the  efcapes  and  de- 
liverances of  individuals,  of  iingle  families 
juiy  5.  or  fmall  parties.  The  firft  appearance  of 
Memoirl,5  the  enemy  on  the  weftern  frontier  was  at 
pase  2"  the  Great  Meadow,  fixteen  miles  above  fort 
Dummer.  Two  Indians  took  William 
Phips,  as  he  was  hoeing  his  corn.  When 
they  had  carried  him  half  a  mile,  one  of 
them  went  down  a  fleep  hill  to  fetch 
fomething  which  had  been  left.  In  his 
abfence,  Phips,  with  his  own  hoe,  knock- 
ed down  the  Indian  who  was  with  him; 
then  feizing  his  gun,  fhot  the  other  as  he 
afcended  the  hill.  Unfortunately,  meet- 
ing with  three  others  of  the  fame  party, 
they  killed  him.  The  Indian  whom  he 
knocked  down  died  of  his  wound.  The 
fame  week  they  killed  Jofiah  Fifher  of 
Ju,y,0,     upper  Afhuelot.  No* 
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No  other  damage  was  done  for  three  1745. 
months  j  when  a  party  of  twelve  Indians  0£*^ 
approached  the  fort  at  Great  Meadow,  and  How,s 
took  Nehemiah  How,  who  was  at  a  little  narrative- 
diftance  from  the  fort,  cutting  wood. 
The  fort  was  alarmed,  and  one  Indian 
was  killed  by  a  (hot  from  the  rampart ; 
but  no  attempt  was  made  to  refcue  the 
prifoner.  As  they  were  leading  him  away, 
by  the  fide  of  the  river,  they  efpied  a  ca- 
noe coming  down,  with  two  men,  at 
whom  they  fired,  and  killed  David  Rugg ; 
but  Robert  Baker  got  to  the  oppofite 
fhore  and  efcaped.  Proceeding  farther, 
they  met  three  other  men,  who,  by  fkulk- 
ing  under  the  bank,  got  fafe  to  the  fort. 
One  of  them  was  Caleb  How,  the  prifon- 
er's  fon.  When  they  came  oppofite  to 
Number- four,  they  made  their  captive 
write  his  name  on  a  piece  of  bark,  and 
left  it  there.  Having  travelled  feven  days 
weflward,  they  came  to  a  lake,  where  they 
found  five  canoes,  with  corn,  pork  and 
tobacco.  In  thefe  canoes  they  embarked; 
and  having  ftuck  the  fcalp  of  David  Rugg 
on  a  pole,  proceeded  to  the  fort  at  Crown- 
Point  ;  where  How  received  humane 
treatment  from  the  French.  He  was 
then  carried  down  to  Quebec,  where  he 
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died  in  prifon.  He  was  a  ufeful  mart, 
greatly  lamented  by  his  friends  and  fel-* 
low  captives. 

The  next  fpring,  a  party  of  Indians  ap- 
peared at  Number-four,  where  they  took 
John  Spafford,  Ifaac  Parker  and  Stephen 
Fa'rnfworth,  as  they  were  driving  a  team. 
Their  cattle  were  found  dead,  with  their 
tongues  cut  out.  The  men  were  carried 
to  Canada,  and,  after  fome  time,  return- 
ed to  Boflon,  in  a  flag  of  truce. 

Within  a  few  days,  a  larger  party,  con- 
fiding of  fifty,  laid  a  plan  to  furprife  the 
fortj  at  Upper  Afhuelot.  They  hid  them- 
felves  in  a  fwamp,  in  the  evening;  in- 
tending to  wait  till  the  men  had  gone  out  to 
their  work,  in  the  morning,  and  then  rufh 
in.  Ephraim  Dorman,  who  was  abroad 
booiittie's  very  early,  difcovered  them  and  gave  the 
SmS's  alarm.  He  bravely  defended  himfelf 
againft  two  Indians,  and  ftripped  one  of 
his  blanket  and  gun,  which  he  carried 
into  the  fort.  John  Bullard,  and  the 
wife  of  Daniel  Mc  Kenny  were  killed. 
Nathan  Blake  was  taken  and  carried  to 
Canada,  where  he  remained  two  years.. 
They  burned  feveral  houfes  and  barns ; 
and  from  the  human  bones  found  among 
the  allies,  it  was  thought  that  fome  of  the 
enemy  fell  and  were  concealed  in  the 
fittocs.  About 


MS  letter. 
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About  the  fame  time,  a  party  came  down    i  746 . 
to  New  Hopkinton,  where  they  entered  a  A^^'> 
garrifoned  houfe,  and  found  the  people 
afleep ;  the  door  having  been  left  open       ,. 
by  one  who  had  rifen  early  and  gone  out  r^ive,  f  & 
to  hunt.     Eight  perfons  Were  thus  taken  ;  native, 
Samuel  Burbank  and  his  two  fons,  David  Bofton 
Woodwell,    his    wife,  two  fons,  and   a  PoftB°y- 
daughter.      Burbank  and    the   wife    of 
Woodwell,  died  in  captivity.     Woodwell 
and  three  of  the  children   returned  in  a 
flag  of  truce  to  Bofton. 

The  enemy  were  fcattered  in  fmall  par-  Ma 
ties,  on  all  the  frontiers.     At  Number- 
four,  fome  women  went  out  to  milk  their  Doom^'s 
cows,   with   Major  Jofiah  Willard,  and  narraLive* 
feveral  foldiers,  for  their  guard :   Eight 
Indians  who  were  concealed  in  a  barn,  fir* 
ed  on  them,  and  killed  Seth  Putnam  ;  as 
they  were  fcalping  him,  Willard  and  two 
more  fired  on  them,  and  mortally  wound- 
ed two,  whom  their  companions  carried 
off. 

At  Contoocook,  five  white  men  and  a 
negro  were  fired  at.   ElifhaCook  and  the  NcWs& 
negro  were  killed.  Thomas  Jones  was  ta-  SeL""* 
ken,  and  died  in  Canada. 

At  lower  Afhuelot,  they  took  Timothy 
Brown  and  Robert  Moffat,  who  were  car-  May 
to  Canada   and  returned.     At  the 
Q_2  fame 
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1746.  fame  time,  a  party  lay  about  the  fort  at 
^^    Upper  Afhuelot.  As  one  of  them  knock- 
ed at  the  gate  in  the  night,  the  centinel 
M°rS?  fi^d  through  the  gate  and  gave  him  a 

mortal  wound. 
May  24.  The  danger  thus  increasing,  a  reinforce- 
ment was  fent  by  the  Maflachufetts  Af- 
fembly,  to  thefe  diflreffed  towns.  Capt. 
Paine,  with  a  troop,  came  to  Number- 
four  j  and  about  twenty  of  his  men,  go- 
ing to  view  the  place  where  Putnam  was 
killed,  fell  into  an  ambufh.  The  enemy 
rofe  and  fired,  and  then  endeavored  to 
cut  off  their  retreat.  Capt.  Phinehas 
Stevens,  with  a  party,  rufhed  out  to 
their  relief :  A  fkirmifh  enfued ;  in  which 
five  men  were  killed  on  each  fide,  and  one 
of  ours  was  taken.  The  Indians  left  fome 
of  their  guns  and  blankets  behind. 

In  about  a  month  after  this,  another 
J«ne  »9«    engagement  happened  at  the  fame  place. 
As  Captain  Stevens  and  Captain  Brown 
were  going  into  the  meadow,  to  look  for 
„  ,.  , ,    their  horfes,  the  dogs  difcovered  an  am- 
narrative,    bufli,  which  put  the  men  into  a  pofture 
Bodon       for  action,  and  gave  them  the  advantage 
PoT's     of  the  firft.  fire.   After  a  fharp  encounter, 
the  enemy  were  driven   into  a  fwamp, 
drawing  away  feveral  of  their  dead.     In 
this  action  one  man  only  was  loft.     Seve- 
ral 
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ral  blankets,,  hatchets,  fpears,  guns  and  1746. 
other  things,  were  left  on  the  ground,    v^vW 
which  were  fold  for  forty  pounds  old  ten- 
or.   This  was  reckoned  'a  great   booty 
'from  fuch  beggarly  enemies.' 

At  Bridgman's  fort,  near  Fort  Dummer,  June  M* 
William  Robins  and  James  Baker  were 
killed  in  a  meadow.     Daniel  How  and 
John  Beeman  were  taken.     How  killed 
one  of  the  Indians  before  he  was  taken. 

When  the  people  wanted  bread  they 
were  obliged  to  go  to  the  mills,  with  a  jui?  3, 
guard,  every  place  being  full  of  danger. 
A  party  who  went  to  Hinfdale's  mill,  with 
Colonel  Willard  at  their  head,  in  fearch- 
ing  round  the  mill,  difcoveredan  ambufh. 
The  enemy  were  put  to  flight  with  the 
lofs  of  their  packs. 

At  Number-four,  one  Phillips  was 
killed ;  and  as  fome  of  the  people  were  us' 3v 
bringing  him  into  the  fort,  they  were  fir- 
ed upon  ;  but  none  were  hurt.  Having 
burned  fome  buildings,  and  killed  fome 
cattle,  the  enemy  went  and  ambufhed  the 
road  near  Winchefter,  where  they  killed  Aug  6> 
Jofeph  Rawfon. 

Whilft  the  upper  fettlements  were  thus 
fufFering,  the  lower  towns  did  not  efcape. 
A  party  of  Indians  came  down  to  Rochef-  junc  *7. 
ter,  within  twenty  miles  of  Portfmouth.  Ms.Tetwr. 
Q  3  Five 
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1746.  Five  men  were  at  work  in  a  field,  having 
their  arms  at  hand.  The  Indians  conceal- 
ed themfelves ;  one  of  them  fired,  with  a 
view  to  induce  the  men  to  difcharge  their 
pieces,  which  they  did.  The  enemy  then 
ruined  upon  them  before  they  could  load 
again.  They  retreated  to  a  fmall  defert- 
ed  houfe  and  fattened  the  door.  The 
Indians  tore  off  the  roof,  and  with  their 
guns  and  tomahawks  difpatched  Jofeph 
Heard,  Jofeph  Richards,  John  We'ntworth 
and  Gerfhom  Downs.  They  wounded 
and  took  John  Richards ;  and  then  eroding 
over  to  another  road,  came  upon  fome 
men  who  were  at  work  in  a  field,  all  of 
whom  efcaped ;  but  they  took  Jonathan 
Door,  a  boy,  as  he  was  fitting  on  a  fence. 
Richards  was  kindly  ufed,  his  wounds 
were  healed,  and  after  eighteen  months 
he  was  fent  to  Bofton  in  a  flag  of  truce. 
Door  lived  with  the  Indians  and  acquired 
their  manners  and  habits ;  but,  after  the 
conquefl  of  Canada,  returned  to  his  native 
place. 

Soon  after  this,  another  man  was  killed 
at  Rochefler.  Two  men  were  furprifed 
and  taken  at  Contoocook  -,  and  a  large 
party  of  Indians  lay  in  Ambufh  at  Pena- 
cook,  with  an  intention  to  attack  the  peo- 
ple, while  aflembled  for  public  worfliip ; 

but 
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but  feeing  them  go  armed  to  their  devo-    1746. 


V-Y—J 


tions,  they  waited  till  the  next  morning, 
when  they  killed  five  and  took  two. 

In.thefe  irritating  ikirmifhes  the  fum- 
mer  was  fpent  j  till  a  large  body  of  French  Aug* 20# 
and  Indians  attacked  Fort  Maftachufetts, 
at  Hoofuck,     This  fort  was  loft  for  want  Nortonl8 

^\  ■  j       narrative. 

of  ammunition  to  defend  it.  After  this 
fuccefs,  the  enemy  remained  quiet  during 
the  reft  of  the  fummer, 

The  profpecl:  of  an  expedition  to  Canada 
had  induced  many  of  the  foldiers  who  were 
polled  on  the  frontiers  to  inlift  into  the 
regiments,  becaufe  they  preferred  active 
fervice  to  the  dull  routine  of  a  garrifon. 
The  defence  of  the  weftern  pofts  was  not 
only  hazardous,  but  ineffectual  -}  and  fome 
perfons  in  the  norths  weftern  part  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  thought  it  inexpedient,  to  be  at 
the  charge  of  defending  a  territory,  which 
was  out  of  their  jurifdiclion.  Their  peti^  November- 
tions  prevailed  with  the  Affembly,  to  with^- 
draw  their  troops  from  the  weftern  parts 
of  New-Hampfhire.  The  inhabitants 
were  then  obliged  to  quit  their  eftates. 
They  depofited  in  the  earth,  fqch  furni- 
ture and  utenfils  as  could  be  laved  by  that 
means  ;  they  carried  ofFon  horfeback  fuch 
as  were  portable;  and  the  remainder,  with 
their  buildings,  was  left  as  a  prey  to  the 
Q^4  enemy, 
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1 746.   enemy,  who  came  and  deftroyed  or  carried 
y^     away  what  they  pleafed.     Four  families, 

Sumner  s  J  J  •*-  _ 

&  oicotfs  who  remained  in  Shattuck's  fort  (Hinfdale) 
defended  it  againft  a  party  of  Indians,  who 
attempted  to  burn  it.  Six  men  only  were 
left  in  the  fort  at  Number-four,  who,  in 
the  following  winter  deferted  it ;  and  it 
was  wholly  deftitute  for  two  months.  In 
this  time  fome  gentlemen,  who  underftood 
the  true  intereft  of  the  country,  prevailed 
on  the  AfTembly  of  MafTachufetts,  to  re- 
fume  the  protection  of  thofe  deferted  plac- 
es ;  and  to  employ  a  fufficiency  of  men, 
not  only  to  garrifon  them,  but  to  range 
the  woods  and  watch  the  motions  of  the 
enemy. 
jjaj,  In  tne  latter  end  of  March,  Captain 
^v^  Phinehas  Stevens,  who  commanded  a  rang- 
ing company  of  thirty  men,  came  to 
Number-four  -,  and  finding  the  fort  entire, 
determined  to  keep  poffeffion  of  it.  He  had 
not  been  there  many  days,  when  he  was 

April  4.  attacked  by  a  very  large  party  of  French 
and  Indians,  commanded  by  M.  Debeline. 
The  dogs,  by  their  barking,  difcovered 
that  the  enemy  were  near ;  which  caufed 

fetter" Z    tne  gate  to  be  kept  mut>  Devoncl  the  ufual 
Bofton  e-  time.   One  man  went  out  to  make  difcov- 

vening 

Poft, April  ery  an(j  was  fired  on;  but  returned  with 
a  flight  wound  only.    The  enemy,  find- 
ing 
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ing  that  they  were  difcovered,  arofe  from  1747. 
their  concealment  and  fired  at  the  fort  on 
all  fides.  The  wind  being  high,  they  fet 
fire  to  the  fences  and  log-houfes,  till  the 
fort  was  furrounded  by  flames.  Captain 
Stevens  took  the  moft  prudent  meafures  for 
his  fecurity  $  keeping  every  vefiel  full  of 
water  and  digging  trenches  under  the  walls 
in  feveral  places  -,  fo  that  a  man  might 
creep  through,  and  extinguifh  any  fire, 
which  might  catch  on  the  outfide  of  the 
walls.  The  fire  of  the  fences  did  not 
reach  the  fort;  nor  did  the  flaming  arrows 
which  they  inceffantly  fhot  againft  it  take 
effecl.  Having  continued  this  mode  of 
attack  for  two  days,  accompanied  with 
hideous  fhouts  and  yells  j  they  prepared 
a  wheel  carriage,  loaded  with  dry  faggots, 
to  be  pufhed  before  them,  that  they  might 
fet  fire  to  the  fort.  Before  they  proceed- 
ed to  this  operation,  they  demanded  a  cef- 
fation  of  arms  till  the  fun-rifing,  which 
was  granted.  In  the  morning  Debeline 
came  up  with  fifty  men,  and  a  flag  of  truce 
which  he  ftuck  in  the  ground.  He  de- 
manded a  parley,  which  was  agreed  to. 
A  French  officer,  with  a  foldier  and  an 
Indian,  then  advanced  ;  and  propofed  that 
the  garrifon  fhould  bind  up  a  quantity  of 
provifions  with  their  blankets,  and  having 

laid 
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1747.  laid  down  their  arms  fhould  be  conducted 
prifoners  to  Montreal.  Another  propofal 
was,  that  the  two  commanders  fhould 
meet,  and  that  an  anfwer  fhould  then  be 
given.  Stevens  met  the  French  com- 
mander who,  without  waiting  for  an  an- 
fwer, began  to  enforce  his  propofal,  by 
threatning  to  florm  the  fort,  and  put  every 
man  to  death,  if  they  fhould  refufe  his 
terms,  and  kill  one  of  his  men.  Stevens 
anfwered,  that  he  could  hearken  to  no 
terms  till  the  laft  extremity ;  that  he  was 
intruded  with  the  defence  of  the  fort,  and 
was  determined  to  maintain  it,  till  h@  1 
fhould  be  convinced  that  the  Frenchman 
could  perform  what  he  had  threatned. 
He  added,  that  it  was  poor  encouragement 
to  furrender,  if  they  were  all  to  be  put  to  1 
the  fword  for  killing  one  man,  when  it 
was  probable  they  had  already  killed  more. 
The  Frenchman  replied,  ' Go  and  fee  if 
'  your  men  dare  to  fight  any  longer,  and 
'  give  me  a  quick  anfwer.'  Stevens  re^ 
turned  and  afked  his  men,  whether  they 
would  fight  or  furrender.  They  unani-y 
moufly  determined  to  fight.  This  was 
immediately  made  known  to  the  enemy, 
who  renewed  their  fhouting  and  firing  all 
that  day  and  night.  On  the  morning  of 
the  third  day,  they  requefted  another  cef- 

fatiou  1 
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fation  for  two  hours.    Two  Indians  came  1747* 


with  a  flag,  and  propofed,  that  if  Stevens 
would  fell  them  provisions  they  would 
withdraw.  He  anfwered^  that  to  fell  them 
provifions  for  money  was  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations ;  but  that  he  would  pay 
them  five  bufhels  of  corn  for  every  cap- 
tive, for  whom  they  would  give  a  hoftage, 
till  the  captive  could  be  brought  from 
Canada.  After  this  anfwer,  a  few  guns 
were  fired,  and  the  enemy  were  feen  no 
more. 

In  this  furious  attack  from  a  ftarving 
enemy,  no  lives  were  loft  in  the  fort,  and 
two  men  only  were  wounded.  No  men 
could  have  behaved  with  more  intrepidity 
in  the  midft  of  fuch  threatning  danger. 
An  exprefs  was  immediately  difpatched  to 
Bofton,  and  the  news  was  there  received 
with  great  joy.  Commodore  Sir  Charles 
Knowles  was  fo  highly  pleafed  with  the 
conduct  of  Capt.  Stevens,  that  he  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  valuable  and  elegant 
fword,  as  a  reward  of  his  bravery.  From 
this  circumftance,  the  townfhip,  when  it 
was  incorporated,  took  the  name  of 
Charleftown. 

Small  parties  of  the  enemy  kept  hover- 
ing, and  fometimes  difcovered  themfelves, 
Sergeant  Phelps  killed  one,  near  the  fort, 

and 
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1747.   and  efcaped  unhurt,  though  fired  upon 
'— *— '    and  purfued  by  two  others. 

Other  parties  went  farther  down  the 
country  j  and  at  Rochefter,  they  ambufhed 
a  company  who  were  at  work  in  a  field. 
lw,K     The  ambufh  was  difcovered  by  three  lads, 
ms.  letter.  j0hn  anc[  George  Place,  and  Paul  Jen- 
nens.     The  Indians   fired  upon   them. 
John  Place  returned  the  fire  and  wounded 
an  Indian.     Jennens  prefented  his  gun 
but  did  not  fire ;  this  prevented  the  ene- 
my from  ruining  upon  them,  till  the  men 
from  the  field  came  to  their  relief  and 
put  the  Indians  to  flight. 
jaiy  28.         At  Penacook,  a  party  of  the  enemy  dif- 
veniSg       covered  themfelves  by  firing  at  fome  cattle. 
They  were  purfued  by  fifty  men  -,  and  re- 
treated with  fuch  precipitation,  as  to  leave 
their    packs   and   blankets,   with    other 
things  behind.     One  man  had  his  arm 
broken  in  this  conflict.    About  the  fame 
time,  a  man  was  killed  there,  who  had 
juft  returned  from  Cape  Breton,  after  an 
abfence  of  two  years.     Another  was  kill- 
ed   at   Suncook;    and   at   Nottingham, 
Robert  Beard,  John  Folfom  and  Eliza- 
upWS     b^  simpfon,  fuffered  the  fame  fate. 

MS  letter.  1  »  #  _, 

In  the  autumn,  Major  Willard  and 
Captain  Alexander,  wounded  and  took  a 
Frenchman,  near  Winchefler,  who  was 

conducted 
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conducted  to  Bofton  and  returned  to  Can-  1 747. 
ada.  Soon  after,  the  enemy  burned  ,wnr** 
Bridgman's  fort ;  (Hinfdale)  and  killed 
feveral  perfons,  and  took  others  from  that 
place,  and  from  Number-four,  in  the  en- 
fuing  winter.  No  purfuit  could  be  made, 
becaufe  the  garrifon  was  not  provided 
with  fnow  ihoes,  though  many  hundreds 
had  been  paid  for  by  the  Government. 

The  next  fpring,  Captain  Stevens  was    ija%. 
again  appointed  to  command  at  Number-    *^-v— » 
four,  with  a  garrifon  of  an  hundred  men  j  olcott,s 
Capt.  Humphrey  Hobbs  being  fecond  in  MS  ktter# 
command.   A  fcouting  party  of  eighteen, 
was     fent     out    under    Capt.    Eleazer  Mayas. 
Melvin.     They  difcovered  two  canoes  in 
lake  Champlain,   at    which  they    fired.  Dooiutie'» 
The  fort  at  Crown  Point  was  alarmed, 
and  a  party  came  out  to  intercept  them. 
Melvin  crofTed  their  track,  and  came  back 
.  to  Weft  River  j  where,  as  his  men  were 
diverting  themfelves  by  mooting  falmon, 
the  Indians  fuddenly  came  upon  them  and 
killed  fix.     The  others  came  in  at  differ- 
ent times  to  Fort  Dummer. 

On  a  Sabbath  morning,  at  Rochefter,  Ma 
the  wife  of  Jonathan  Hodgdon  was  taken 
by  the  Indians,  as  fhe  was  going  to  milk 
her  cows,     She  called  aloud  to  her  huf-  J^s'iewer, 

band. 
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,1748.  band.     The  Indians  would  have  kept  her 
^— »— '    quiet,  but  as  ihe  perfifted  in  calling,  they 
killed  her,  apparently  contrary  to  their  in- 
tentions.    Her  huiband  heard  her  cries,  , 
and  came  to   her  affiftancej  at   the  in-  - 
ftant  of  her  death*     His  gun  miffed  fire, 
and  he  efcaped.     The.  alarm,    occafion- 
ed  by  this  action,  prevented  greater  mif-  • 
chief. 

The  next  month,  they  killed  three  men  1 

funci6'     belonging    to    Hinfdale's    fort,   Nathan  1 
French,    Jofeph   Richardfon   and    John  1 
Frofh     Seven  were  taken  $  one  of  whom, 
William  Bickford,  died  of  his  wounds. 

j«nea6.  Capt.  Hobbs,  and  forty  men,  being  on  a 
fcout  near  Weft  River,  were  furprifed  by 
a  party  of  Indians,  with  whom  they  had ; 
a  fmart  encounter,  of  three  hours  contin- 
uance. Hobbs  left  the  ground,  having; 
had  three  men  killed  and  four  wounded. 
The  fame  party  of  the  enemy  killed  two  1 

fuiyi*.     men  and  took  nine,  between  fort  Hins- 
dale and  fort  Dummer. 

The  ceffation  of  arms  between  the  bel- 
<J_^j   ligerent  powers  did  not  wholly  put  a  ftop  1 
to  the  incurfions  of  the  enemy  ;  for  after 

junc  17.    it  was  known  here,  and  after  the  garrifon 
of  Number-four  was  withdrawn,  except* 

Msleuer.  ing  fifteen  men,    Obadiah  Sortwell  was 

killed  i 
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killed,  and  a  fon  of  Capt.  Stevens  was  1749. 
taken  and  carried  to  Canada  5  but  he  was  "—^-^ 
releafed  and  returned. 

During  this  affecting  fcene  of  devasta- 
tion and  captivity  -,  there  were  no  inftan- 
ces  of  deliberate  murder  nor  torture  exer- 
cifed  on  thofe  who  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Indians ;  and  even  the  old  cuftom  of 
making  them  run  the  gantlet  was  in  mofl 
cafes  omitted.   On  the  the  contrary  there 
is  an  univerfal  teftimony  from  the  cap- 
tives who  furvived  and  returned,  in  favor 
of  the  humanity  of  their  captors.     When 
feeble,  they  affiiled  them  in  travelling  ; 
and  in  cafes  of  diftrefs  from  want  of  pro- 
vifion,  they  fhared  with  them  an  equal 
proportion.   A  fingular  inflance  of  mod* 
eration  deferves  remembrance.     An  Indi- 
an had  furprifed  a  man  at  Afhuelot ;  the 
man  afked  for  quarter,  and  it  was  grant- 
ed :  Whilfl  the  Indian  was  preparing  to 
bind  him,  he  feized  the  Indian's  gun,  and 
fhot  him  in  one  arm.     The  Indian,  how- 
ever, fecured  him ;  but  took  no  other  re- 
venge than,  with  a  kick,  to  fay  c  You  dojgs 
*  how  could  you  treat  me  fo  ? '     The  gen- 
tleman from  whom  this  information  came, 
has  frequently  heard  the  ftory  both  from  Ms°ietter, 
the  captive  and  the  captor.     The  latter 

related 
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1749    related  it  as  aninftance  of  Englifli  perfi- 
v"-v~~" '  dy  ;  the  former  of  Indian  lenity. 

There  was  a  flriking  difference  between 
the  manner  in  which  this  war  was  man- 
aged, on  the  part  of  the  Englifh  and  on 
the  part  of  the  French.     The  latter  kept 
out  fmall  parties'  continually  engaged  in 
killing,   fcalping  and   taking  priloners ; 
who  were  fold  in  Canada  and  redeemed  I 
by  their  friends,  at  a  great  expenfe.     By  ' 
this  mode  of  conduct,  the  French  made  i 
their  enemies  pay  the  whole  charge  of 
their  predatory  excurfions,  befides  reap- 
ing a  handfome  profit  to  themfelves.   On  1 
the  other  hand,  the  Englifli  attended  on* 
ly  to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  -,  and  I 
that  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  leave  them  I 
for  the  raoft  part  infecure.     No  parties 
were  fent  to  harrafs  the  fettlements  of  the  1 
French.     If  the  whole  country  of  Can- 
ada could  not  be  fubdued,  nothing  lefs 
could  be  attempted.    Men  were  continu- 
ally kept  in  pay,  and  in  expectation  of  fer- 
vice ;  but  fpent  their  time  either  in  gar- 
rifons,  or  camps,  or  in  guarding  provifions 
when  fent  to  the  feveral  forts.    Though 
large  rewards  were  promifed  for  fcalps 
and  prifoners,  fcarcely  any  were  obtained, 
unlefs  by  accident.  A  confufion  of  coun- 
cils, and  a  multiplicity  of  directors,  cauf- 

ed 
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ed  frequent  changes  of  meafures,  and  de~  i"747« 
lays  in  the  execution  of  them.  The  forts  v  v~~~ 
were  ill  fupplied  with  ammunition,  pro- 
vifioris,  clothing  and  mow-fhoes.  When 
an  alarm  happened,  it  was  neceffary,  either 
to  bake  bread,  or  drefs  meat,  or  cad  bul- 
lets, before  a  purfuit  could  be  made. 
The  French  gave  commiffions  to  none 
but  thofe  who  had  diflinguifhed  them-, 
felves  by  fome  exploit.  Among  us,  per- 
fons  frequently  obtained  preferment,  for 
themfelves  or  their  friends,  by  making 
their  court  to  Governors,  and  promoting 
favorite  meafures  in  town  meetings,  or 
General  Affemblies. 

A  community  recovering  from  a  war, 
like  an  individual  recovering  from  fickneis, 
is  fometimes.  in  danger  of  a  relapfe.  This 
war  was  not  decifive,  and  the  caufes  which 
kindled  it  were  not  removed.  One  of  its 
effects  was,  that  it  produced  a  clafs  of  men, 
who,  having  been  for  a  time  releafed  front 
•laborious  occupations,  and  devoted  to  the 
parade  of  military  life,  did  not  readily  lif- 
ten  to  the  calls  of  indufcry.  To  fuch  men 
peace  was  burdenfome,  and  the  more  fo, 
becaufe  they  had  not  the  advantage  of 
half  pay.  The  interval  between  this  and 
the  fucceeding  war  was  not  long.  The 
peace  took  place  in  1749,  and  in  1754 
there  was  a  call  to  refume  the  fword. 

R  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXI. 


1744. 

WY-J 


o<a.  30. 


Aflembly 
Records. 


Purcbafe  of  Maforis  claim.  Controverjy 
about  Reprefentation.  Plan  of  extending 
the  fettlements.  yealoufy  and  refentment 
of  the  favages. 

WHILST  the  people  were  contend- 
ing with  an  enemy  abroad,  an 
attempt  was  making  at  home,  to  revive 
the  old  claim  of  Mafon,  which  their  fathers 
had  withfrood,  and  which  for  many  years 
had  lain  dormant,  till  recalled  to  view  by 
the  politicians  of  Mailachufetts,  as  already 
related.  After  Thomlinfon  had  engaged 
with  Mafon,  for  the  purchafe  of  his  title, 
nothing  more  was  heard  of  it,  till  the  con- 
troverfy  refpecling  the  lines  was  finifhed, 
and  Wentworth  was  eftablifhed  in  the  feat 
of  government,  and  in  the  office  of  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Woods.  The  agreement 
which  Thomlinfon  had  made,  was  in  be- 
half of  the  Reprefentatives  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  ;  and  the  inftrument  was  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  the  Governor,  who  fent  it  to 
the  Houfe  for  their  perufal  and  considera- 
tion. It  lay  on  their  table  a  long  time, 
without  any  formal  notice.     Quickening 

meflages 
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mefTages  were  fent  time  after  time;  but  1744. 
the  affairs  of  the  war,  and  Mafon's  ab-  c^"v"° 
fence  at  fea,  and  in  the  expedition  to 
Louifbourg,  where  he  had  a  company, 
together  with  a  difmclination  in  the  Houfe, 
which  was  of  a  different  complexion  from 
that  in  1739,  prevented  any  thing  from 
being  done. 

In  the  mean  time  Mafon  fuffered  a  fine   1745. 
and   recovery,   by  which  the  entail  was  « — *-— » 

_  .  Feb.  Z2. 

docked,  in  the  Courts  of  New-Hampfhire, 
and  he  became  entitled  to  the  privilege  of 
felling  his  intereft.     He  alfo  prefented  a 
memorial  to  the  Aflembly,  in  which  he         , 
told  them  that  he  would  wait  no  longer  3    ^J 
and  unlefs  they  would  come  to  fome  refo-     • 
lution,  he  mould  take  their  filence  as  a 
refufal.     Intimations  were  given,  that  if 
they  would  not  ratify  the  agreement,  a 
fale  would  be  made  to  other  perfons,  who 
flood  ready  to  purchafe.     At  length  the 
Houfe  came  to  a  refoiution,   c  that  they 
'  would  comply  with  the  agreement,  and  jan>  29. 

*  pay  the  price ;  and  that  the  wafte  lands 

*  fhould  be  granted  by  the  General  Affemblyy 
'  to  the  inhabitants,  as  they  mould  think 

*  proper.'  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
treat  with  Mafon,  about  fulfilling  his 
agreement,  and  to  draw  the  proper  inftru- 
ments  of  conveyance ;  but  he  had  on  the 

R  2  fame 
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1746.  fame  day,  by  deed  of  fale,  for  the  fum  of 
TT*  fifteen  hundred  pounds  currency,  convey- 
ed his  whole  intereft  to  twelve  perfons, 
in  fifteen  fhares.  When  the  Houfe  fent 
a  meifage  to  the  Council  to  inform  them 
of  this  refolution,  the  Council  objected  to 
that  claufeof  the  refolve,  c  that  the  lands 
{  be  granted  by  the  General  Aflembly/ 
as  contrary  to  the  royal  commiffion  and 
initruclions ;  but  if  the  Houfe  would  ad- 
drefs  the  King,  for  leave  to  difpofe  of  the 
lands,  they  faid  that  they  were  content. 

Thefe  tranfactions  raifed  a  great  ferment 
among  the  people.  Angry  and  menacing 
words  were  plentifully  thrown  out  againft 
the  purchafers ;  but  they  had  prudently 
taken  care  to  file  in  the  Recorder's  office 
a  deed  of  quit  claim  to  all  the  towns  which 
had  been  fettled  and  granted  within  the 

?4"rds  of  limits  of  their  purchafe.*     In  this  quit 

claim, 

*   The  purchafers  of  this  claim   were 

Theodore  Atkinfon,  three  fifteenths.  Thomas  Packer. 

M.  H.  Wentworth,  two  fifteenths.  Thomas  Wallingford. 

Richard  Wibird.  Jotham  Odiorne. 
John  Wentworth  (fon  of  the  Governor.)        Jofliua  Peirce. 

George  Jaffrey.  John  Moffat,  one  fifteenth 
Samuel  Moore.  each. 

Nathaniel  MefTeive. 

The   towns  quit  claimed  were, 
Portfmouth,  Londonderry?  Bow, 

Dover,  Chefter,  Chichefter, 

Exeter.  Nottingham,  Epfom, 

Hampton,  Banington,  Barnftead, 

Gofport,  Rochefter,  and  afterward 

Kingfton,  Canterbury,  Gilmantown. 
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claim,  they  inferted  a  claufe  in  the  follow-    1746. 
ing  words,  '  excepting  and  referving  our 
<  refpective  rights,  titles, .  inheritance  and 
c  porTeffions,  which  we  heretofore  had,  in 

*  common  or  feveralty,  as  inhabitants  or 
1  proprietors  of  houfes  or  lands,  within 
'  any  of  the  towns,  precincts,  diltricts  or 
1  villages  aforefaid/  This  precaution  had 
not  at  firff.  its  effect.  A  committee  of  both 
Houfes  was  appointed  to  *  confider  the 
matter,  and  they  reported,  that  '  for  quiet- 

*  ing  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  pre- 
'  vent  future  difficulty,  it  would  be  beff 

4  for  the  Province  to  purchafe  the  claim,    •■     L1 

a  .  A  (Terribly 

*  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  $  Records. 
f  provided  that  the  purchafers  would  fell 

4  it  for  the  coff.  and  charges.'  This  report 
was  accepted,  concurred  and  confented  to, 
by  every  branch  of  the  legiflature.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  confult  Coun- 
cil,  and  agree  on  proper  mitruments  or 
conveyance.  The  fame  day,  this  commit- 
tee met  with  the  purchafers,  and  conferred 
on  the  queilion,  whether  they  would  fell 
on  the  terms  propofed  ?  At  the  confer- 
ence, the  purchafers  appeared  to  be  divided, 
and  agreed  fo  far  only,  as  to  withdraw 
their  deed  from  the  Recorder's  office.  The  Aug.  I2, 
committee  reported  that  they  could  make 
no  terms  with  the  purchafers  5  in  confe-  Aug.  2s. 
R  3  quence 
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Sept.  4. 
MS  letter, 
in  Proprie- 
tary Office. 


746.    quence  of  which  the  deed  was  again  lodg- 
ed in  the  office  and  recorded, 

Much  blame  was  cafl  on  the  purchafers, 
for  clandeftinely  taking  a  bargain  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Affembly.  They  faid  in 
their  vindication,  c  that  they  faw  no  prof- 
peel  of  an  effectual  purchafe  by  the  Af- 
fembly, though  thofe  of  them  who  were 
members,  voted  for  it,  and  did  what 
they  could  to  encourage  it  j  that  they 
would  have  gladly  given  Mafon  as  much 
money,  for  his  private  quit-claim  to  their 
feveral  rights  in  the  townfhips  already 
granted  and  fettled;  that  Mafon's  claim 
had  for  many  years  hung  over  the  Prov^ 
ince,  and  that  on  every  turn  they  had 
been  threatened  with  a  proprietor;  that 
Mafon's  deed  to  a  committee  of  Mafia- 
chufetts,  in  behalf  of  that  Province,  for 
a  traet  of  land  adjoining  the  boundary 
line,  had  been  entered  on  the  records, 
and  a  title  under  it  fet  up,  in  oppofition 
to  grants  made  by  the  Governor  and 
Council ;  that  it  was  impoffible  to  fay 
where  this  evil  would  flop,  and  there- 
fore they  thought  it  mail  prudent  to 
prevent  any  farther  effects  of  it,  by  tak- 
ing up  with  his  offer,  efpecially  as  they 
knew  that  he  might  have  made  a  more 
advantageous  bargain,  with  a  gentleman 

of 
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f  of  fortune  in  the  neighbouring  Province  j    1 746. 

*  but  that  they  were  ftill  willing,   to  fell    s-n'—' 
'  their  intereft  to  the  Aflembly,  for  the 

4  coil  and  charges  ;  provided  that  the  land 

*  be  granted  by  the  Governor  and  Council ;    • 
'  and  that  the  agreement  be  made  within 

'  one  month  from  the  date  of  their  letter,' 
Within  that  month,  the  alarm  caufed 
by  the  approach  of  D'Anville's  fleet,  put 
a  flop  to  the  negociation.  After  that 
danger  was  over,  the  affair  was  revived ; 
but  the  grand  difficulty  fubfifted.  The 
purchafers  would  not  fell,  but  on  condi- 
tion that  the  lands  mould  be  granted,  by 
the  Governor  and  Council,  The  Ailem- 
bly  thought  that  they  could  have  no  fecu- 
rity  that  the  land  would  be  granted  to 
the  people;  becaufe  the  Governor  and 
Council  might  grant  it  to  themfelves,  or 
to  their  dependents,  or  to  flrangers,  and  J747* 
the  people  who  had  paid  for  it  might  be  Ayg.  20. 
excluded  from  the  benefit  which  they  had 
purchafed,  A  propofal  was  afterward 
made,  that  the  fale  fhould  be  to  feoffees  in 
truft  for  the  people ;  and  a  form  of  a  deed 
for  this  purpofe  was  drawn.  To  this 
propofal,  the  purchafers  raifed  feveral  ob- 
jections; and  as  the  Aflembly  had  not 
voted  any  money  to  make  the  purchafe, 
they  declined  figning  the  deed ;  and  no 
R  4  farther 
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1747.  farther  efforts  being  made  by  the  Aflem- 
bly,  the  purchafe  refted  in  the  hands  of 
the  proprietors.  In  1749  they  took  a 
fecond  deed,  comprehending  all  the  Ma- 
fonian  grants,  from  Naumkeag  to  Pafcata- 
Records  of  qua  3  whereas  the  former  deed  was  confin- 
ed to  the  lately  eftablifhed  boundaries  of. 
New-Hampfhire.  This  latter  deed  was 
not  recorded  till  1753* 

After  they  had  taken  their  firft  deed, 
7jL ;  the  Mafonians  began  to  grant  townlhips, 
and  continued  granting  them  to  petition-* 
ers,  often  without  fees,  and  always  with- 
out quit-rents.  They  quieted  the  propri-. 
etors  of  the  towns,  on  the  weftcrn  fide  of 
the  Merrimack,  which  had  been  granted 
by  Maffachufetts,  before  the  eftablifhment 
of  the  line  ;  fo  that  they  went  on  peacea- 
bly with  their  fettlements.  The  terms  of 
their  grants  were,  that  the  grantees  fhould, 
within  a  limited  time,  erect  mills  and 
meeting-houfes,  clear  out  roads  and  fettle 
minifters.  In  every  townfhip,  they  re- 
ferved  one  right  for  the  ftrff.  fettled  minif- 
ter,  another  for  a  parfonage,  and  a  third 
for  a  fchool.  They  alfo  referved  fifteen 
rights  for  themfelves,  and  two  for  their 
attorneys  ;  all  of  which  were  to  be  free 
from  taxes,  till  ibid  or  occupied.  By  vir- 
tue  of   thefe  grants,    many   townfhips 

were 


N  E  W-H  AMPSHIRE. 

were  fettled,  and  the  intereft  of  the  people 
became  fo  united  with  that  of  the  pro- 
prietors, that  the  prejudice  againft  them 
gradually  abated ;  and,  at  length,  even 
fome  who  had  been  the  moft  violent  op- 
pofers,  acquiefced  in  the  fafety  and  poli- 
cy of  their  meafures,  though  they  could 
not  concede  to  the  validity  of  their 
claim. 

The  heirs  of  Allen,  menaced  them  by 
advertifements,  and  warned  the  people 
againft  accepting  their  grants.  They  de- 
pended on  the  recognition  of  Allen's  pur- 
chafe,  in  the  Charter  of  Maffachufetts,  as 
an  argument  in  favor  of  its  validity ;  and 
fuppofed,  that  becaufe  the  abler):  lawyers 
in  the  kingdom  were  confulted,  and  em- 
ployed in  framing  that  charter,  they  muft 
have  had  evidence  of  the  juftice  of  his 
pretenfions,  before  fuch  a  reiervation 
could  have  been  introduced  into  it.  So 
ftrong  was  the  impreffion,  which  this  ar- 
gument had  made,  on  the  minds  of  fpec- 
ulators  in  England,  that  large  funis  had  imfon 
been  offered,  to  fome  of  Allen's  heirs,  in 
that  kingdom ;  and,  Thomlinfon  himfelf, 
the  firft  mover  of  the  purchafe  from  Ma- 
fon,  in  behalf  of  New-Hampfhire,  had  his 
doubts ;  and  would  have  perfuaded  the 
afTociates  to  join  in  buying  Allen's  title  al- 

fo5 
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1748.    fo,  even  at  the  price  of  two  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  to  prevent  a  more  expen- 
sive litigation,  the  ifTue  of  which  would 
be  uncertain.  But  they,  being  veiled  with  1 
the  principal  offices  of  government  j  be- 
ing men  of  large  property,  which  was  al- 
fo  increafed  by  this  purchafe ;  and  having  , 
Satisfied  themfelves,  of  the  validity  of  their 
title,  by  the  opinions  of  fome  principal  i 
lawyers,  both  here  and  in  England,  con-  ■ 
tented  themfelves  with  the  purchafe  which  1 
they  had  made;  and  by  maintaining  their 
poileffion,  extended  the  cultivation  of  the  : 
country  within  their  limits. 

The  words  of  the  original  grants  to  | 
Mafon,  defcribe  an  extent  of  fixty  miles, 
from  the  fea,  on  each  fide  of  the  Province, . 
and  a  line  to  crofs   over  from  the  end  of  I 
one  line  of  lixty  miles,  to  the  end  of  the 
other.     The  Mafonian  proprietors  plead-  - 
ed,    that    this   crofs    line    mould   be  a 
curve,   becaufe,    no    other    line    would 
preferve    the     diftance    of    fixty    miles 
from  the  fea,  in  every  part  of  their  weft- 
em  boundary,     No  perfon  had  any  right 
to  conteft  this  point  with  them,  but  the 
King.     It  was  not  for  the  intereft  of  his 
Governor  and  Council  to  objeci ;  becaufe 
Several  of  them,  and  of  their  connections, 
were  of  the  Mafonian  propriety  $  and  no  i 

objection  1 
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objection  was  made  by  any  other  perfons,    1748. 
in  behalf  of  the  Crown.     Surveyors  were    v*nr^ 
employed,  at  feveral  times,  to  mark  this 
curve  line ;  but  on  running,  firft  from 
the  fouthern,  and  then  from  the  eaftern 
boundary,  to  the  river  PemigewaiTet,  they 
could  not  make  the  lines  meet.     Contro- 
versies were  thus   engendered,   between 
the  grantees  of  Crown  lands  and  thofe  of 
the  Mafonians,  which  fubfifted  for  many 
years.     In  fome  cafes,  the  difputes  were 
compromifed,  and  in  others,  left  open  for 
litigation  ;  till,  by  the  revolution,  the  gov- 
ernment fell  into  other  hands. 

This  was  not  the  only  controverfy, 
which,  till  that  period,  remained  undeter- 
mined. When  the  extenfion  of  the  boun- 
dary lines  gave  birth  to  a  demand,  for  the 
maintenance  of  fort  Dummer,  the  Gover-  printe4 
nor  had  the  addrefs,  to  call  to  that  Affem-  j^TjU. 
bly,  into  which  he  introduced  this  de- 
mand, fix  new  members  ;  who  appeared 
as  reprelentatives  for  fix  towns  and  dif- 
tricls,  fome  of  which  had  been,  by  the 
fouthern  line,  cut  off  from  MafTachufetts. 
It  was  fuppofed  that  his  defign,  in  calling 
thefe  members,  was  to  facilitate  the  adop- 
tion of  fort  Dummer.  Other  towns,  which 
ought  to  have  had  the  fame  privilege  ex- 
tended to  them,  were  neglecled.     When 

the 
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1748.  the  new  members  appeared  in  the  Houfe, 
the  Secretary,  by  the  Governor's  order, 
adminiftered  to  them  the  ufual  oaths  j  af- 
ter which,  they  were  afked,  in  the  name 
of  the  Houfe,  by  what  authority  they 
came  thither  ?  They  anfwered,  that  they 
were  chofen  by  virtue  of  a  writ,  in  the 
King's  name,  delivered  to  their  refpeclive 
towns  and  diftricls,  by  the  Sheriff.  The 
Houfe  remonftrated  to  the  Governor,  that 
thefe  places  had  no  right,  by  law,  nor  by 
-  cuftora,  to  fend  perfons  to  reprefent  them, 
and  then  debarred  them  from  the  privi- 
lege of  voting,  in  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  j 
two  only  diifenting,  out  of  nineteen. 
Several  fharp  meffages  paned,  between  the 
Governor  and  the  Houfe,  on  that  occafion  j 
but  the  preffing  exigencies  of  the  war, 
and  the  propofed  expedition  to  Cape-Bre- 
ton, obliged  him,  for  that  time,  to  give 
way,  and  fuffer  his  new  members  to  be 
excluded,  till  the  King's  pleafure  could  be 
known. 

The  Houfe  vindicated  their  proceed- 
ings, by  appealing  to  their  records ;  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  all  the  additions, 
which  had  been  made  to  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  were,  in  confequence  of 
their  own  votes,  either  ifiuing  a  precept 
themfeives,  or  requefring  the  Governor  to 

do 
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do  it  j  from  which  they  argued,  that  no  1748. 
town,  or  parifh,  ought  to  have  any  writ,  {~~<~J 
for  the  choice  of  a  Reprefentative,  but  by 
a  vote  of  the  Houfe,  or  by  an  a£t  of  the 
ArFembly.  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  al- 
leged, that  the  right  offending  Reprefent- 
atives  was  originally  founded  on  the  roy- 
al commiffion  and  inftructions,  and  there- 
fore, that  the  privilege  might,  by  the  fame 
authority,  be  lawfully  extended  to  the 
new  towns,  as  the  King,  or  his  Gover- 
nor, by  advice  of  Council,  might  think 
proper.  The  precedents  on  both  fides 
were  undifputed  5  but  neither  party  would 
admit  the  conclufion  drawn  by  the  other. 
Had  this  difficulty  been  forefeen,  it  might 
have  been  prevented  when  the  triennial  acl: 
was  made  in  1727.  The  defects  of  that 
law,  began  now  to  be  feverely  felt ;  but 
could  not  be  remedied. 

The  difpute  having  thus  fublided,  was 
not  revived  during  the  war ;  but  as  foon 
as  the  peace  was  made,  and  the  King  had 
gone  on  avifit  to  his  German  dominions,  11,  35."' 
an  additional  inirruclion  was  fent  from 
the  Lords  Juflices,  who  prefided  in  the 
King's  abfence,  directing  the  Governor  to 
diffolve  the  AfTembly  then  fubfifling  j  and  J uae  3®4 
when  another  mould  be  called,  to  hTue  the 
King's  writ  to  the  Sheriff,  commanding 

him 
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1748.  him  to  make  out  precepts  to  the  towns 

^~~*    and  diftricls,  whofe  Reprefentatives  had 

been    before  excluded  ;  and   that    when 

they  fhould  be  chofen,  the  Governor  fhould 

fupport  their  rights. 

Had  this  inftru&ion  extended  to  all  the 
other  towns  in  the  Province,  which  had 
not  been  before  reprefented,  it  might  have 
been  deemed  equitable  ;  but  as  it  refpecl:- 
ed  thofe  only,  which  had  been  the  fubjec~t  I 
of  controverfy,  it  appeared  to  be  ground- 
ed on  partial  information,  and  intended  ! 
to  ftrengthen  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
without  a  due  regard  to  the  privileges  of 
the  people  at  large. 
1 749 .       The  party  in  oppofition  to  the  Gover- 
;--v~ '    nor  became  more  acrimonious  than  ever. 

Jan.    3, 

Richard  Waldron,  the  former  Secretary, 
and  the  confidential  friend  of  Belcher,  apr 
peared  in  the  new  Aflembly  and  was  chof-  - 
en  Speaker.  The  Governor  negatived 
him  ;  and  ordered  the  Houfe  to  admit  the 
new  members,  and  choofe  another  Speak- 
er. They  denied  his  power  of  negativing 
their  Speaker  and  of  introducing  new 
members.  The  ftyle  of  his  meflages  was 
peremptory  and  fevere ;  their  anfwers  and 
remonftrances  were  calm,  but  refolute, 
and  in  fome  inftances  fatyrical.  Neither 
party  would  yield;  no  bufinefs  was  trans- 
acted j 
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acted  j  though  the  AiTemblymet  about  1749. 
once  in  a  month,  and  was  kept  alive,  by  *'orW 
adjournments  and  prorogations,  for  three 
years.  Had  he  diflblved  them,  before  the 
time  for  which  they  were  chofen  had  ex- 
pired, he  knew,  that  in  all  probability,  the 
lame  perfons  would  be  re-elected. 

The  effect  of  this  controverfy  was  inju- 
rious to  the  Governor,  as  well  as  to  the 
people.  The  public  bills  of  credit  had 
depreciated  fince  this  administration  began, 
in  the  ratio  of  thirty  to  fifty-fix  ;  and  the 
value  of  the  Governor's  falary  had  declin- 
ed in  the  fame  proportion.  The  excife 
could  neither  be  farmed  nor  collected; 
and  that  part  of  the  Governor's  falary, 
which  was  funded  upon  it,  failed.  The 
Treasurer's  accounts  were  unfettled.  The 
foldiers,  who  had  guarded  the  frontiers  in 
the  preceding  war,  were  not  paid;  nor 
were  their  mutter-rolls  adjufled. ,  The 
public  records  of  deeds  were  fliut  up ;  for 
the  Recorder's  time  having  expired,  and 
the  appointment  being  by  law  veiled  in 
the  AfTembly,  no  choice  could  be  made. 
No  authenticated  papers  could  be  obtained, 
though  the  agent  was  conftantly  foliciting 
for  thofe  which  related  to  the  controverfy 
about  Fort  Dummer,  at  that  time  before 
the  King  and  Council. 

When 
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1 749.  When  the  fituatiqn  of  the  Province  was 

1750.  known  in  England,  an  impreffion  to  its 

1751.  difadvantage  was  made  on  the  minds  of  its 
1 — <— '    beft  friends  j  and  they  even  imagined  that 

the  Governor's  conduct  was  not  blamelefs  .* 
The  language  at  Court  was  totally  chang- 
ed. The  people  of  New-Hampfhire  who 
had  formerly  been  in  favor,  as  loyal  and 
obedient  fubje£ts,  were  now  faid  to  be  in 
rebellion.  Their  agent  was  frequently 
Thomiin-   reproached  and  mortified  on  their  account, 

fon's  MS  r  •  " 

setters.  and  was  under  great  appreheniion, .  that 
they  would  fuffer,  not  only  in  their  reputa- 
tion, but  in  their  intereft.  The  agent  of 
MafTachufetts  was  continually  folicitingfor 
repayment  of  the  charges  of  maintaining 

fort 

*   Auguft  16,  1749,  Mr.  Thomlinfon  wrote  thns  to  Mr.  Atkinfon. 

*  ]  am  forry  to  find  by  your  letters,  and  by  every  body  from  your  coun« 
{  try,  theoonfufion  your  Province  is  in.  I  wifli  I  could  fet  you  right.' 
'  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Governor  has  done  fome  imprudent 

*  things  ;  but  the  other  party  is  fundamentally  wrong,  and  the  Govern- 
'  or  Will  always  be  fupported  as  long  as  he  conduits  himfelf  by  his 
'  Majefty'sinftru&ions,  and  in  his  right  of  negativing  a  fpeaker.  Not- 
'  withftanding  this,  I  am  furprifed  that  he,  or  any  other  Governor, 
'  fliould  not  think  it  their  interest,  to  behave  fo  to  all  forts  of  people 
'  under  their  government,  as  to  make  all  their  enemies  their  friends, 
'  rather  than  to  make  their  friends  their  enemies.' 

0£t»ber  19,  1749,   Mr.  Atkinfon   wrote   thus  in  anfwer.     'I  am 

*  foppofed  by  many  people  to  be  privy  to  all  the  Governor's  tranfac* 
'  tions  here,  which  is  totally  without  foundation.  I  never  faw  a  letter 
'  which  he  wrote  home,  nor  any  he  received,  only,  when  any  of  them 

*  were  communicated  to  the  Council  Or  Affembty  ;  rior  any  of  hi» 
J  fpeeches  or  mefiages.     So    Chat,  really,  I   cannot  be  faid  to  advife. 

*  Neither  do  I  fee  what  reafon  the  people  have  to  complain.  His 
'  greatefl  enemies  are  now  of  the  Affembly,  and  in  all  the  controvcr- 
'  fy,  not  one  particular  in  fiance  of  injn  (rice  or  opprefiion  hath  been  mcn- 

*  tioned  by  them  ;  and  when  yon  read  over  their  feveral  meffages,    and 

*  votes,  you  will  not  difcoverany  inclination  to  conceal  the  leaft  fait* 
c  in*  he  had  been  the  author  of.' 
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fort  Dummer,  and  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion, to  take  off  a  large  diftrict  from  the 
weftern  part  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  to 
annex  it  to  Maflachufetts,  to  fatisfy  them 
for  that  expenfe.  Befides  this,  the  paper 
money  of  the  Colonies  was  under  the  con- 
fideration  of  Parliament ;  and  the  Province 
•of  Maflachufetts  was  rifmginto  favor  for 
having  abolifhed.  that  fyftem  of  iniquity* 
The  fame  juftice  was  expected  of  New- 
Hampihire,  fmce  they  had  the  fame  means 
in  their  power  by  the  reirnburfement 
granted  to  them  by  Parliament  for  the 
Cape-Breton  and  Canada  expeditions  » 
This  money,  amounting  to  about  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  clear  of  all  fees 
and  commifTions,  had  lain  long  in  the 
treafury;  and  when  it  was  paid  to  the  a- 
gent,  he  would  have  placed  it  in  the  funds, 
where  it  might  have  yielded  an  in^ 
tereft  of  three  per  cent  ;  but  having  no 
directions  from  the  AfTembly,  he  locked 
it  up  in  the  bank.  This  was  a  clear  lofs 
to  them  of  nine  hundred  pounds  per  an-^ 
num.  There  were  fome  who  reflected  on 
the  agent,  as  if  he  had  made  an  advantage 
to  himfelf  of  this  money.  Had  he  done 
it,  his  own  capital  was  fufficient  to  have 
anfwered  any  of  their  demands  5  but  it 
was  alfo  fufficient  to  put  him  above  the 
S  neceffity 
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1 749 .   neceflity  of  employing  their  money,  either 

175°-    in  trade  or  fpeculation. 

l7Sl*  It  had  alio  been  fuggefted,  that  Thorn* 
linfon,  at  the  Governor's  requeft,  had  fo- 
licited  and  procured  the  initruction,  which 
had  occafioned  this  unhappy  flagnation  of 
bufinefs.  When  this  fuggeftlon  came  to 
his  knowledge,  he  exculpated  himfelf 
from  the  charge,  in  a  letter  which  he 
wrote  to  a  leading  member  of  the  AfTem- 
bly  ;  and  gave  a  full  account  of  the  mat- 
ter as  far  as  it  had  come  to  his  knowledge. 
He  {aid,  that  the  Governor  himfelf  had 
ftated  the  facts  in  his  letters  to  the  minif- 
try  j  concerning  his  calling  of  the  new 
members,  in  1 745,  and  their  exclufion  from 
the  AfFembly,  with  the  reafons  given  for 
it  5  and  had  defired  to  know  the  King's 
pleafure,  and  to  have  directions  how  to 
acl.  That  the  miniftry,  without  any  ex- 
ception or  hehtation,  had  pronounced  his 
conduct  conformable  to  his  duty.  That 
neverthelefs,  the  Board  of  Trade  had  fol- 
emnly  confidered  the  matter,  and  consult- 
ed Council,  and  had  fummoned  him,  as 
agent  of  the  Province,  to  attend  their  de- 
liberation. Their  refult  was,  that  as  the 
Crown  had  an  indifputable  right  to  incor- 
porate any  town  in  England,  and  quali- 
fy it  to  fend  members  to  Parliament,  fo 

the 
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the  fame  right  and  power  had  been  legal- 
ly given  to  ail  the  Governors  in  America ; 
by  means  of  which,  all  the  Ailemblies  in 
the  King's  governments  had  increafed  in 
number,  as  the  Colonies  had  increafed  in 
fettlements.  That  any  other  ufage  in  call- 
ing Reprefentatives  was  wrong ;  although 
it  might  have  been  indulged,  when  the 
Province  was  under  the  fame  Governor 
with  Maffachufetts.     This  was  all  which 
palled  before  the  additional  inftruction 
came  out,  which  was  fent  through  the 
hands  of  the  Agent.     As  it  was  founded 
on  a  queftion  concerning  the  rights  and 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown  •  he  argued  the 
abfurdity  of  fuppofmg,  either  that  it  had 
been  folicited,  or  that  any  attempt  to  have 
it  withdrawn  could  be  effectual.     His  ad- 
vice was,  that  they  fhould  fubmit  to  it  5 
becaufe,  that  under  it,  they  would  enjoy 
the  fame  rights  and  privileges  with  their 
fellow  fubjecls  in  England,  and  in  the 
other  Colonies  ;  afTuring  them,  that  the 
then  reigning  Prince  had  never  difcovered 
the  leaft  inclination  to  infringe  the  con- 
ftitutional  rights  or"  any  of  his  fubje£ts. 

This  advice,  however  falutary,  had  not 
the  intended  effect.     Inftead  of  fubmit- 
ting,  the  party  in  oppolition  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, framed  a  complaint  againff  him, 
S  2  ,      and 
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1749.  and  fent  it  to  London,  to  be  prefented  to" 

1750.  the  King.     If  they  could  have  prevailed, 
1751'    their  next  meafure  would  have  been,  to 

recommend  a  gentleman  of  Mafiachufetts 
for  his  fucceilor.  This  manoeuvre  came 
to  the  ears  of  Thomlinibn ;  but  he  was 
under  no  neceffity  to  exert  himfelf  on  this 
occafion  5  for  the  perfon  to  whofe  care 
the  addrefs  was  intrurlied,  confidering  the 
abfurdity  of  complaining  to  the  King, 
againil  his  Governor,  for  acting  agreeably 
to  his  inftructions,  was  advifed  not  to 
prefent  it.  This  difappointment  vexed 
the  oppofition  to'  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
would  have  gladly  diffolved  the  govern- 
ment, and  put  themfelves  under  the  juris- 
diction of  Mafiachufetts,  had  it  been  in 
their  power.  But,  finding  all  their  efforts 
ineffectual,  either  to  have  the  inftruction 
withdrawn,  or  the  Governor  removed, 
they  confoled  themfelves  with  this  thought, 
that  it  was  '  better  to  have  two  privileges 
'  taken  from  them,  than  voluntarily  to 
1  give  up  one.' 

The  time  for  which  this  AfFembly  was 
TJ^J    elected  having  expi  red ,  a  new  one  was  call- 
jan.  2.      edinthe  fame  manner.     They  came  to- 
gether with  a  fpirit  of  moderation,  and  a 
difpofition  to  tranfact  the  long  neglected 
bufmefs.     The  members,  from  the  new 

towns, 
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towns,  quietly  took  their  feats,    An  unex-    1752. 
ceptionable  Speaker  was  elected,     A  Re-  ^^f 
corder  was  appointed.     A  committee  was  Afl'embl>- 
chofen  to  fettle  the  Treafurer's  accounts, 
and  a  vote  was  parTed  for  putting  the  re^ 
imburfement  money  into  the  public  funds  ms utters? 
in  England.     The  Governor's  falary  was 
augmented,    and    all    things    went    on 
fmoothly.  The  party  which  had  been  op- 
poled  to  the  Governor,  declined,  in  num- 
ber and  in  virulence  :  Some  were  removed 
by  death  j  others  were  foftened  and  relax- 
ed. A  liberal  diilribution  of  commhTions, 
civil  and  military,  was  made,  and  an  era 
of  domeftic  reconciliation  commenced. 

The  controverly  refpe£ting  Fort  Dum- 
mer,  and  the  fear  of  lofmg  a  difiricT:  in 
that  neighbourhood,  quickened  the  Gov- 
ernor to  make  grants  of  feveral  townfhips 
in  that  quarter,  on  both  fides  of  Connec- 
ticut river  ;  chiefly  to  thoie  perfons  who 
claimed  the  fame  lands,  under  the  MaiTa- 
chufetts  title.  The  war  being  over,  the 
old  inhabitants  returned  to  their  planta- 
tions, and  were  ftrengthened  by  additions 
to  their  number.  It  was  in  contempla- 
tion, to  extend  the  fettlements,  farther 
up  Connecticut  river,  to  the  rich  meadows 
of  Cohos.  The  plan  was,  to  cut  a  road  to 
that  place  j  to  lay  out  two  townfhips,  one 
S3  on 
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1752.    on  each  fide  of  the  river,  and  oppoflte  to 
^^^    each  other:  to  erect  frockades,  with  lodg- 

Atkinfon'3  '  , 

ms  inters,  ments  for  two  hundrea  men,  in  each  town- 
fhip,  enqlofing  a  fpace  of  fifteen  acres  j  in 
the  center  of  which  was  to  be  a  citadel, 
containing  the  public  buildings  and  gran- 
aries, which  were  to  be  large  enough  to 
receive  all  the  inhabitants,  and  their  mov- 
able effects,  in  cafe  of  neceffity.     As  an 
inducement  to  people  to  remove  to  this  new 
plantation  ;  they  were  to  have  Courts  of 
Judicature,  and  other  civil  privileges  a- 
mong  themfelves,  and  were  to  be  under 
$xicl  military  difcipline.  A  large  number 
of  perfons  engaged  in   this   enterprife  5 
and  they  were  the  rather  fcimulated  to  un- 
dertake it,  becaufe  it  was  feared,  that  the 
French,  who  had  already  begun  to  en- 
croach on  the  territory  claimed  by  the 
Britifh  Crown,  would  take  poffeflion  of 
this  valuable  tract,  if  it  mould  be  left 
unoccupied. 
1  ms  letter?       In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  a  party  was 
r'Li  wiiii-  fent  up  in  the  ipring  of  1752,  to  view  the 
meadows  of  Cohos,  and  lay  out  the  pro- 
ppfed  townnhips.     The  Indians  obferved 
them,  and  fufpecled  their  intentions.   The 
land  was  theirs,  and  they  knew  its  value. 
A  party  of  the  Arofaguntacook,  or  St. 
Francis  Tribe  was  deputed,  to  remonftrate 

againft 
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againft  this  proceeding.     They  came  to  1752. 
the  fort  at  Number-four,  with  a  flag  of   Wnr,J 
truce  -,  pretending  that  they  had  not  heard 
of  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  had  been  made 
with   the  feveral  Indian   tribes.      They 
complained  to  Captain  Stevens,  of  the 
encroachment  which  was  meditating  on 
their  land  5  and  faid,  that  they  could  not 
allow  the  Englifh  to  fettle  at  Cohos,  when 
they  owned  more  land  already  than  they 
could  improve ;  and,  that  if  this  fettlement 
were  purfued,  they  fhould  think  the  Eng- 
lifh had  a  mind  for  war,  and  would  refift 
them.     This  threatening  being  commu- 
nicated to  the  Governor  of  Maffachufetts, 
and  by  him  to  the  Governor  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  threw  fuch  difcouragement  on 
the  project  that  it  was  laid  afide, 

The  Indians  did  not  content  themfeives 
with  remonflrating  and  threatning.  Two  ApriI. 
of  the  fame  tribe  named  Sabatis  and  Chrif- 
ti,  came  to  Canterbury ;  where  they  were  ^fon?tc55t" 
entertained  in  a  friendly  manner  for  more 
than  a  month.  At  their  departure,  they 
forced  away  two  negroes  ;  one  of  whom 
efcaped  and  returned ;  and  the  other  was 
carried  to  Crown  Point  and  fold  to  a 
French  officer.  A  party  of  ten  or  twelve 
of  the  fame  tribe,  commanded  by  Captain 
Mofes,  met  with  four  young  men  who 
S  4  were 
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1752.  were  hunting  on  Baker's  river.     One  of 
j>p«     thefe  was  John  Stark.     When  he  found 

May.  f 

Shirley's     himfelf  furprifed   and   fallen  into  their 

printed  J- 

confer.  hands,  he  called  to  his  brother  William 
Stark,  who  being  in  a  canoe,  gained  the 

tiono? V.  oppofite  fhore,  and  eicaped.  They  fired 
at  the  canoe  and  killed  a  young  man  who 
was  in  it.  John  received  a  fevere  beating 
from  the  Indians  for  alarming  his  brother. 
They  carried  him  and  his  companion, 
Eaftman,  up  Connecticut  river,  through 
feveral  carrying  places,  and  down  the  Lake 
Memphrimagog  to  the  head  quarters  of 
their  tribe.  There  they  dreffed  him  in 
their  fined  robes  and  adopted  him  as  a 
fon.  This  early  captivity,  from  which 
he  was  redeemed,  qualified  him  to  be  an 
expert  partifan,  in  the  fucceeding  war  -, 
from  which  flation,  he  afterward  rofe  to 
the  rank  of  Major  General  in  the  armies 
of  the  United  States. 

j .,  £2         The  next  year  Sabatis,  with  another 
^-v-j    Indian  named  Plaulawa,  came  to  Canter- 

Msc*dePo.  bury ;  where,  being  reproached  with  the 
mifcondu6t  refpecling  the  negroes,  he  and 
his  companion  behaved  in  an  infolent 
manner.  Several  perfons  treated  tkem  very 
freely  with  ftrong  liquor.  One  followed 
them  into  the  woods,  and  killed  them, 
and  by  the  help  of  another, -buried  them  ; 

but 
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but  fo  fhallow,  that  their  bodies  were  de-  1753. 
voured  by  beafls  of  prey,  and  their  bones  ^— v— ' 
lay  on  the  ground.  By  the  treaties  of 
peaee,  it  had  been  ftipulatcd,  on  the  one 
part,  that  if  any  of  the  Indians  fhould 
commit  an  act  of  hostility  againit  the 
Englifh,  their  young  men  fhould  join 
with  the  Enfflifh.  in  reducing  inch  Indi- 
ans  to  fubmuTion  ;  and  on  me  other  hand, 
that  if  an  Englifhman  fhould  injure  any 
of  them,  no  private  revenge  fliould  be 
taken  ;  but  application  fhould  be  made  to 
the  government  for  juftice.  In  the  au- 
tumn of  the  fame  year,  a  conference  be- 
ing held,  with  the  eaftern  Indians,  by  the 
government  of  Maflachufetts,  a  prefent 
was  made  to  the  Arofaguntacook  tribe,  Pf'fed 
expreffive  of  an  intention  to  wipe  ence,i753. 
.away  the  blood.  They  accepted  the. 
prefent,  and  ratified  the  peace  which  had 
been  made  in  1749. 

The  two  men  who  killed  Sabatis  and 
Plaufawa,  were  apprehended  and  brought     I754- 
to  Portfmouth.  A  bill  was  found  againft  ms  letters 
them  by  the  Grand  jury,  and  they  were  nor  wem- 
confined  in  irons.     In  the  niffht,    before 
the  day  appointed  for  their  trial,  an  arm- 
ed mob  from  the  country,  with  axes  and 
crows,  forced  the  prifon,  and  carried  them 
off  in  triumph.     A  proclamation  was  if- 

fued 
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fued,  and  a  reward  offered  by  the  Gover- 
nor for  apprehending  the  rioters  ;  but  no 
difcovery  was  made,  and  the  action  was 
even  deemed  meritorious.   The  next  fumr 
nier,  another  conference  was  held  at  Fal- 
mouth,  at  which    Commiffioners   from 
New-Hampfhire  affifted.  The  Arofagun- 
tacooks  did  not  attend ,  but  fent  a  mef- 
fage,  purporting  that  the  blood  was  not; 
wiped  away.     The  Commiffioners  from] 
New-Hampfhire  made  a  handfome  pref-*] 
ent,  to  all  the  Indians,  who  appeared  at, 
this  conference  5  which  ended  as  ufual,  in,, 
fair  promifes  of  peace  and  friendfhip. 
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CHAP.       XXII. 

Vbe  lafi  French  and  Indian  war,  which  ter- 
minated in  the  conquejl  of  Canada.  Con- 
iroverfy  concerning  the  lands  wejhvard  of 
Connecticut  river. 

Y  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chappelle,  in 
1748j.it  was  ftipulated,  that  'all 
*  things  mould  be  reftored,  on  the  foot-  t/e'aV. 
'  ing  they  were  before  the  war.'  The 
ifland  of  Cape-Breton  was  accordingly  re- 
ftored  to  France ;  but  the  limits  of  the 
French  and  Englifh  territories  on  the 
continent,  were  undetermined ;  and  it  was 
the  policy  of  both  nations  to  gain  pollef- 
fion  of  important  panes,  to  which  each 
had  fome  pretentions,  and  to  hold  them, 
till  the  limits  mould  be  fettled  by  Com- 
miffi oners  mutually  chofen.  Thefe  com- 
miffioners  met  at  Paris ;  but  came  to  no 
decifion.  By  the  construction  of  charters 
and  grants  from  the  Crown  of  England, 
her  colonies  extended  indefinitely  weft- 
ward.  The  French  had  fettlemeiits  in 
Canada  and  Louifiana,  and  they  meditat- 
ed to  join  thefe  diftant  Colonies,  by  a 
chain  of  forts  and  pofts,  from  the  St. 
Lawrence  totheMiflifippi  5  and  to  extend 

the 
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the  limits  of  Canada,  as  far  eaftward,  as  to 
command  navigation  in  the  winter,  when 
the  great  river  St.  Lawrence  is  impaifable. 
Thefe  claims  of  territory,  extending  on 
the  one  part  from  eafr.  to  weft,  and  on  the 
other  from  north  to  fouth,  necellarily  in-  ■ 
terfered.     The  Colonies  of  Nova- Scotia, 
New- York  and  Virginia,  were  principally 
afFecled  by  this  interference  ;  and  the  en*  ■ 
croachments  made  on  them  by  the  French, 
were  a  fubjecl:  of  complaint,  both  here  and  I 
in  Europe, 

It  was   forefeen  that  this  controverfy  1 
could  not  be  decided  but  by  the  fwordj 
17  r  a    and  the  Englifh  determined  to  be  early  in 
v— v—-    their  preparations.     The  Earl  of  Holder- 
iet!«rSXand   nefs,  Secretary  of  State,  wrote  to  the  Gov^ 
peec  s*     ernors  of  the  American  Colonies,  recomi  • 
mending  union  for  their  mutual  protect  - 
tion  and  defence,     A  meeting  of  Com-*  ■ 
rniffioners  from  the  Colonies,  at  Albany, 
having  been  appointed,  for  the  purpofe  of 
holding  a  conference  with  the  Six  Nations, 
on  the  fubjecl:  of  French  encroach mentSj 
within  their  country ;  it  was  propofed,  by 
Governor  Shirley,  to  the  feveral  Gover- 
nors, that  the  delegates  fhould  be  inftrucl- 
ed  on  the  fubjecl  of  union. 

At  the  place  appointed,  the  Congrefs 
was  held  -,  confiding  of  delegates   from 

Maffachufetts, 
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Mailachufetts,  New-Hampfhire,  Rhode-  1754. 
Ifland,  Connecticut,  Pennfylvania  and  '  *  ' 
Maryland  3  with  the  Lieutenant  Gover-  Atkinfon-s 
nor  and  Council  of  New- York.  They  ^f.Joa 
took  their  rank  in  geographical  order,  be- 
ginning at  the  north."  One  member  from 
each  Colony  was  appointed  to  draw  a  plan 
of  union  j  Hutchinfon  of  Mailachufetts, 
Atkinfon  of  New-Hampfhire,  Hopkins 
of  Rhode-Ifland,  Pitkin  of  Connecticut; 
Smith  of  New -York,  Franklin  of  Penn- 
fylvania, and  Tafker  of  Maryland.  The 
fubftance  of  the  plan  was,  that  application 
be  made,  for  an  act  of  Parliament,  to 
form  a  grand  Council,  confining  of  dele- 
gates from  the  feveral  legiflative  AfTem- 
■blies,  fubjecl:  to  the  control  of  a  Prefident- 
General,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
with  a  negative  voice.  That  this  Coun- 
cil mould  enact  general  laws  ;  apportion 
the  quotas  of  men  and  money,  to  be  raif~ 
fd  by  each  Colony  ;  determine  the  build- 
ing of  forts ;  regulate  the  operations  of 
armies  ;  and  concert  all  meafures  for  the 
common  protection  and  fafety.  The  del- 
egates of  Connecticut  alone,  entered  their 
diiTent  to  the  plan,  becaufe  of  the  negative 
voice  of  the  Prefident-Generah  It  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  this  plan,  for  the 
union  of  the  Colonies,  was  agreed  to,  on 

the 
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1754.  the  fourth  day  of  July  j  exactly  twenty- 
v^r*>    two  years  before  the  declaration  of  Amer- 
ican independence,  and  that  the  name  of 
Franklin  appears  in  both.* 

With  the  plan  of  union,  a  reprefenta-' 
tion  was  made  to  the  King,  of  the  danger 
in  which  the  Colonies  were  involved .   Cop- 
ies of  both  were  laid  before  the  feveral  I 
Aflemblies.     They  were  fully  fenfible  of  I 
their  danger  from  the  French  ;  but  they  1 
apprehended  greater  danger  from  the  plan  1 
of  union.     Its  fate  was  fingular.     It  was 
rejected  in  America,  becaufe  it  was  fupi 
pofed     to    put     too     much  power  mi 
to    the    hands     of    the   King ;    and  if : 
was  rejected  in  England,  becaufe  it  was 
fuppofed  to  give  too  much  power  to  the 
Aflemblies  of  the  Colonies.     The  minif- 
try  made  another  propofal ;  that  the  Gov^  • 
Franknn'3  ernor,  with  one  or  two  members  of  the 
riofl™766.  Council,  of  each  Colony,  mould  affemble, 
and  confuit  for  the  common  defence,  and 
draw  on  the  Britifh  treafury  for  the  fums 
expended;  which  mould  be  raifed  by  a  ' 

general 

*  At  this  Coflgrefs,  a  prefent  from  the  Crown  was  diftributed  to  the 
Indians.  The  CommirTioners  of  New-Hampfliire,  Atkinfon,  VVibird, 
Sherburne  and  Weare,  by  direction  of  the  Aflembly,  made  them  a  fep. 
•rate  preient.  It  is  acuitorn  armjig  the  SixNations,  togivea  name  » 
iheir  tvoeraftors  on  fuch  occafions.  The  name  which  they  gave  to  the 
Province  of  New-Hampftiire  was  So jaguax-oivane.  I  have  in- 
quired of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkhnd,  the  meaning  of  this  name:  He  in- 
foimed  me  that  So  (ignifirr,  again j  Jaguax,  a  dish  5    and  ov-'anet  n 
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general  tax,  laid  by  Parliament,  on  the  1754. 
Colonies.  But  this  was  not  a  time  to  ***** 
pufh  inch  an  alarming  innovation ;  and 
when  it  was  found  impracticable,  the 
miniftry  determined  to  employ  their  own 
troops,  to  fight  their  battles  in  America, 
rather  than  to  let  the  Colonifts  feel  their 
own  ftrength,  and  be  directed  by  their 
own  Counfels. 

To  draw  fome  aid  however  from  the 
Colonies  was  necefTary.  Their  militia 
,  might  ferve  as  guards,  or  rangers,  or  la~ 
\  borers,  or  do  garrifon  duty,  or  be  em- 
|  ployed  in  other  inferior  offices  ;  but  Brit- 
\  ifh  troops,  commanded  by  Britifh  officers, 
j  muft  have  the  honor  of  reducing  the  French 
I  dominions  in  North  America. 

The  favage  nations  in  the  French  inte- 
reft  were  always  ready,  on  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  a  rupture,  to  take  up  the 
hatchet.  It  was  the  policy  of  the  French 
government,  to  encourage  their  depreda- 
tions, on  the  frontiers  of  the  Englifh  Col- 
onies, to  which  they  had  a  native  antipa- 
thy. By  this  means,  the  French  could 
make  their  enemies  pay  the  whole  expenfe 
of  a  war ;  for  all  the  fupplies,  which  they 
afforded  to  the  Indians,  were  amply  comr 
penfated,  by  the  ranfom  of  captives.  In 
thefe  later  wars,  therefore*  we  find  the 

favages 
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1754.  favages  more  dextrous  in  taking  captives, 
*s^  and  more  tender  of  them  when  taken, 
than  in  former  wars  -,  which  were  carried 
on  with  circumftances  of  greater  cruelty. 
No  looner  had  the  alarm  of  hoftilities, 
which  commenced  between  the  Englifh 
and  French,  in  the  weilern  part  of  Virgi- 
nia, fpread  through  the  continent  j  than 
the  Indians  renewed  their  attacks  on  the 
frontiers  of  New-Hampfhire.  A  party 
of  them  made  an  afTault,  on  a  family  at 
Baker's- town,  on  PemigewafTet  river  j 
where  they  killed  a  woman,  and  took  fev- 
.  eral  captives.     Within   three   days  they 

Aug.  is.  killed  a  man  and  woman  at  Steven's  town 
in  the  fame  neighbourhood  j  upon  which 
the  fettlements  were  broken  up,  and  the 
people  retired  to  the  lower  towns  for  fafe- 
ty,  and  the  government  was  obliged  to 
pofl  foldiers  in  the  deferted  places.   After 

Aag.  29.  a  few  days  m0re,  they  broke  into  the  houfe 
of  James  Johnfon,  at  Number-four,  early 
in  the  morning,  before  any  of  the  family 
were  awake  3  and  took  him,  with  his  wife 
and  three  children,  her  lifter  Miriam  Wil- 
lard,  and  two  men,  Peter  Laboree  and 

oicott-s  -Ebenczer  Farnfworth.  The  furprifal  was 
complete  and  bloodlefs,  and  they  carried 
them  off  undiilurbed.  The  next  day 
Johnfon's  wife  was  delivered  of  a  daughter, 

who 
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who  from  the  circumftances  of  its  birth  1754. 
was  named  Captive.  The  Indians  halted  ^^ 
one  day,  on  the  woman's  account,  and  the 
next  day  refumed  their  march  •  carrying 
her  on  a  litter,  which  they  made  for  the 
purpofe,  and  afterward  put  her  on  horfe- 
back.  On  their  march,  they  were  diflreff- 
ed  for  provifion  ;  and  killed  the  horfe  for 
food  i  the  infant  was  nourished,  by  fuck- 
ing pieces  of  its  flefh.  When  they  arriv- 
ed at  Montreal,  Johnfon  obtained  a  parole, 
of  two  months,  to  return  and  folicit  the 
means  of  redemption.  He  applied  to 
the  AfTembly  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  af- 
ter fome  delay  obtained  one  hundred  and  Dec  Ig 
fifty  pounds  ilerling.  But  the  feafon  was  £^5 
fo  far  advanced,  and  the  winter  proved  fo 
fevere,  that  he  did  not  reach  Canada  till 
the  fpring.  He  was  then  charged  with 
breaking  his  parole  -,  a  great  part  of  his 
money  was  taken  from  him  by  violence  5 
and,  he  was  fhut  up  with  his  family  in 
prifon ;  where  they  took  the  fmall  pox, 
which  they  happily  furvived.  After  eigh- 
teen months,  the  woman,  with  her  fifter, 
and  two  daughters,  were  fent  in  a  cartel 
fhip  to  England  j  and  thence  returned  to 
Boflon.  Johnfon  was  kept  in  prifon  three 
years  ;  and  then,  with  his  fon,  returned 
and  met  his  wife  in  Bofton  5  where  he  had 
T  the 
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1754.  the  fingular  ill  fortune,  to  be  fufpected 
v— v-J  of  defigns  unfriendly  to  his  country,  and 
was  again  imprifoned ;  but  no  evidence 
being  produced  againft  him,  he  was  libe- 
rated. His  eldeft  daughter  was  retained 
in  a  Canadian  nunnery. 

The  fort  and  fettlement  at  Number- 
four,  being  in  an  expofedfituation,  requir- 
ed affiftance  and  fupport.  It  had  been 
built  by  Maflachufetts  when  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  within  its  limits.  It  was  pro- 
jected by  Colonel  Stoddard,  of  Northamp- 
ton, and  was  well  fituated,  in  connection 
with  the  other  forts,  on  the  weftern  fron- 
Setteis.  tier> t0  command  all  the  paths,  by  which 
the  Indians  travelled  from  Canada  to  New- 
England.  It  was  now  evidently  in  New- 
Hampfhire  ;  and  Shirley,  by  advice  of  his 
Council,  applied  to  Wentworth,  recom- 
mending the  future  maintenance  of  that 
poll,  to  the  care  of  his  AfTembly  5  but  they 
did  not  think  themfelves  interefled  in  its 
prefervation,  and  refufed  to  make  any  pro- 
vifion  for  it.  The  inhabitants  made  feve- 
ral  applications  for  the  fame  purpofe  j  but 
were  uniformly  difappointed.  They  then 
Maffachuf.  niade  preffing  remonftrances  to  the  AfTem- 
Records.  kiy  0f  Maflachufetts,  who  fent  foldiers  for 
the  defence  of  that  poft,  and  of  Fort  D  um- 
mer,  till  1757  j  when  they  fuppoied  that 

the 
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the  commander  in  chief   of  the  King's  1754*' 
forces  would  take  them  under  his  care,  as    w*nr^ 
royal  garrifons.   It  was  alfo  recommended 
to  the  Affembly  of  New-Hampfhire  to 
build  a  fort  at  Cohos  -,  but  this  propofal 
met  the  fame  fate. 

The  next  fpring,  three  expeditions  were 
undertaken  againfl  the  French  forts.  One  ,  \~_^j 
againft.  Fort  Duquefne,  on  the  Ohio,  was 
conducted  by  General  Braddock  j  who 
was  defeated  and  flain.  Another  againft 
Niagara,  by  Governor  Shirley,  which  mif- 
carried  •,  and  a  third  againfl  Crown  Point, 
by  General  Johnfon.  For  this  laft  expe- 
dition, New-Hampfhire  raifed  five  hun- 
dred men,  and  put  them  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Jofeph  Blanchard.  The 
Governor  ordered  them  to  Connecticut  riv- 
er, to  build  a  fort  at  Cohos,  fuppofing  it 
to  be  in  their  way  to  Crown  Point.  They 
firfl  marched  to  Baker's-town,  where  thev 
began  to  build  batteaux,  and  confumed 
time  and  provifions  to  no  purpofe.  By 
Shirley's  advice  they  quitted  that  futile 
employment,  and  made  a  fatiguing  march 
through  the  woods,  by  the  way  of  Num- 
ber-four, to  Albany.  Whilft  Johnfon  lay 
encamped  at  Lake  George,  with  his  other 
forces,  hepofled  the  New-Hampfhire  regi- 
ment at  Fort  Edward.  On  the  eighth  of 
T  2  September, 
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September,  he  was  attacked  in  his  camp, 
by  Baron  Diefkau,  commanding  a  body 
of  French  regular  troops,  Canadians  and 
Savages.  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  a 
fcouting  party  from  Fort  Edward  difcover- 
ed  waggons  burning  in  the  road  ;  upon 
which  Captain  Nathaniel  Folfom  was  or- 
dered out,  with  eighty  of  the  New-Hamp- 
fhire  regiment,  and  forty  of  New -York 
under  Capt.  McGennis.  When  they  came 
to  the  place,  they  found  the  waggoners 
and  the  cattle  dead  j  but  no  enemy  was 
there.  Hearing  the  report  of  guns,  to- 
ward the  lake,  they  hailed  thither ;  and 
having  approached  within  two  miles,  found 
the  baggage  of  the  French  army,  under 
the  care  of  a  guard,  whom  they  attacked 
and  difperfed.  When  the  retreating  army 
of  Dielka  u  appeared,  about  four  of  the 
in°fo?mas.  clock  in  the  afternoon,  Folfom  polled  his 
men  among  the  trees,  and  kept  up  a  well 
directed  fire,  till  night  -,  the  enemy  retired, 
with  great  iofs,  and  he  made  his  way  to 
the  camp,  carrying  his  own  wounded,  and 
feveral  French  prifoners,  with  many  of  the 
johnfon**  enemy's  packs.  This  well-timed  engage- 
printed  let-  ment,  in  which  but  fix  men  on  our  fide 

ter.  *  . 

were  loft,  deprived  the  French  army  of 
their  ammunition  and  baggage  -,  the  re- 
mains   of    which    were   brought    into 

camp 
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camp  the  next  day.     After  this,  the  regi-  1755. 
ment  of  New-Hampfhire  joined  the  army.    u"v*° 
The   men   were   employed   in   fcouting,  Atkins's 
which  fervice  they  performed  in  a  manner  MSUttfirs' 
fo  acceptable,  that  no  other  duty  was  re- 
quired of  them.  Parties  of  them  frequent- 
ly went  within  view  of  the  French  fort  at 
Crown-Point;  and  at  one  time  they  brought 
off  the  fcalp  of  a  French  foldier,  whom 
they  killed  near  the  gate. 

After  the  engagement  on  the  8th  of 
September,  when  it  was  found  neceffary 
to  reinforce  the  army ;  a  fecond  regiment, 
of  three  hundred  men,  was  raifed  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  put  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Peter  Gilman.  Thefe  men  were 
as  alert,  and  indefatigable  as  their  brethren, 
though  they  had  not  opportunity  to  give 
fuch  convincing  evidence  of  it.  The  -ex- 
pedition was  no  farther  purfued  3  and  late 
in  autumn  the  forces  were  difbanded  and 
returned  home. 

The  exertions  made  for  the  reduction 
of  Crown  Point,  not  only  failed  of  their 
object,  but  provoked  the  Indians,  to  execute 
their  mifchievous  defigns,  againil  the  fron- 
tiers of  New-Hampfhire  -,  which  were 
wholly  uncovered,  and  expofed  to  their 
full  force.  Between  the  rivers  Connecticut 
and  St.  Francis,  there  is  a  fafe  and  eafy 
T  3  communication 
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1755.  communication  by  fhort  carrying-places, 
1  *  with  which  they  were  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed. The  Indians  of  that  river,  therefore, 
made  frequent  incurfions,  and  returned 
unmolefted  with  their  prifoners  and  booty. 
At  New-Hopkinton,  they  took  a  man 
and  a  boy ;  but  perceiving  the  approach 
ms  letter,  of  a  fcouting  party,  they  fled  and  left 
their  captives.  At  Keene,  they  took  Ben- 
jamin Twitchel,  and  at  Walpole  they  kill- 
Daniel  Twitchel,  and  a  man  named  Flynt. 
Feffenden's  At  the  fame  place  Colonel  Bellows,  at  the 
ms  letter,  heaci  of  twenty  men,  met  with  a  party  of 
fifty  Indians ;  and  having  exchanged  fome 
fhot,  and  killed  feveral  of  the  enemy,  he 
broke  through  them  and  got  into  the  fort; 
not  one  man  of  his  company  being  killed 
or  wounded.  After  a  few  days,  thefe  In- 
dians, being  joined  by  others  to  the  num- 
ber of  one  hundred  and  feventy,  aflaulted 
the  garrifon  of  John  Kilburne,  in  which 
were  himfelf,  John  Pike,  two  boys  and 
feveral  women  ;  who  bravely  defended  the 
houfe  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire, 
with  confiderable  lofs.  Pike  was  mortally 
wounded.  Some  of  thefe  Indians  joined 
Dielkau's  army,  and  were  in  the  battle  at 
Lake  George.  At  Number-four,  they 
killed  a  large  number  of  cattle,  and  cut  off 
the  flefh.     At  Hinfdale,  they  attacked  a 

party, 
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party,  who  were  at  work  in  the  woods  %  1755. 
killed  John  Hardiclay  and  John  Alexan- 
der, and  took  Jonathan  Colby ;  the  others 
efcaped  to  the  fort.  Within  a  few  days 
afterward,  they  ambufhed  Caleb  Howe, 
Hilkiah  Grout,  and  Benjamin  Gafheld,  as 
they  were  returning  from  their  labor  in  the  July  Z7' 
field.  Howe  was  killed;  Gafheld  was 
drowned  in  attemping  to  crofs  the  river  ; 
and  Grout  made  his  efcape.  The  Indians 
went  directly  to  Bridgmans  fort,  where 
the  families  of  thefe  unfortunate  men  re- 
fided.  They  had  heard  the  report  of  the 
guns,  and  were  impatient  to  learn  the 
caufe.  By  the  found  of  feet  without, 
it  being  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  they 
concluded  that  their  friends  had  returned, 
and  too.  nattily  opened  the  gate  to  receive 
them  5  when  to  their  inexpreffible  furprife, 
they  admitted  the  favages,  and  the  three 
families,  confiding  of  fourteen  perfons, 
were  made  captives.^ 

After 

*  One  of  thefe,  the  wife  of  Caleb  Howe,  was  the  fair  captive, 
of  wham  fuch  a  brilliant  account  is  given  in  the  life  of  General  Put- 
Barn,  published  by  Col.  H  umphreys.  She  is  ftill  living  at  Hinfdaie, 
and  has  obliged  the  author  with  a  particular  narrative  of  her  fufferings 
and  deliverance.  This  account,  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  is 
too  long  to  be  here  inferted,  and  too  entertaining  to  be  abridged  ;  but 
will  probably  be  published  atfome  future  time.  As  to  that  part  of  the 
ftory,  that  the  people  of  Hinfdale  chofe  her  to  go  to  Europe,  as  their 
agent  in  a  cafe  of  difputed  lands  ;  it  was  never  known  or  thought  of  by 
them  till  the  life  of  Putnam  appeared  in  print. 
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After  the  defeat  and  death  of  Braddock, 
the  chief  command  of  the  operations  a- 
gainft  the  enemy  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Shirley  ;  who  called  another  Congrefs,  at 
New-York,  and  planned  another  expedi- 
tion againft  Crown  Point;  for  which  pur- 
pofe,  he  called  on  the  ieveral  governments 
to  raife  men  and  provide  ftores.  A  regi- 
ment was  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire,  the 
command  of  which  was  given  to  Col.  Na- 
thaniel MefTerve.  They  alfo  appointed 
two  Cqmmiffaries,  Peter  Gilman  and 
Thomas  Weftbrooke  Waldron,  who  re^ 
fided  at  Albany,  to  take  care  of  the  ftores, 
whilft  the  regiment,  with  the  other  troops, 
afiilted  in  building  forts  and  batteaux. 
In  the  midft  of  this  campaign,  Shirley 
was  fuperfeded  by  the  Earl  of  Loudon ; 
but  the  funimer  paffed  away  in  fruitlefs 
labor ;  whilft  the  French,,  by  their  fupe- 
rior  alertnefs,  belieged  and  took  the  Engr 
lifh  fort  at  Ofwego ;  and  the  regiments  of 
Shirley  and  Pepperell  who  garrifoned  it, 
were  fent  prifoners  to  France.  During 
this  fummer,  the  Indians  killed  Lieuten- 
ant Mofes  Willard,  and  wounded  his  fon 
at  Number-four  5  and  took  Jonah  Fofter, 
with  his  wife  and  two  children,  from  Win- 
chefter.  They  alfo  wounded  Zebulon 
Stebbins,  of  Hinfdale,  who,  with  Reuben 

Wright, 
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Wright,  difcovered  an  ambufh,  and   pre-   1756, 
vented  the  captivity  of  feveral  perfons  for    w**v~~' 
whom  the  Indians  were  lying  in  wait. 

The  foldiers  of  New-Hampfhire  were 
fo  expert,  in  every  fervice  which  required 
agility,  and  fo  habituated  to  fatigue  and 
danger;  that,  by  the  exprefs  defire  of  Lord  ^  Lms 
Loudon,  three  ranging  companies  were  Jeuers* 
formed  of  them  3  who  continued  in  fervice 
during  the  winter  as  well  as  the  fummer. 
The  command  of  thefe  companies  was 
given  to  Robert  Rogers,  John  Stark,  and 
William  Stark.  They  were  eminently  ufe- 
ful  in  fcouring  the  woods,  procuring  in- 
telligence, and  fkirmifhing  with  detached 
parties  of  the  enemy.  Thefe  companies 
were  kept  during  the  war,  in  the  pay  of 
the  Crown  5  and  after  the  peace,  the  offi- 
cers were  allowed  half  pay  on  the  Britifh 
eftablimment. 

The  next  year,  another  Crown  Point 
expedition  was  projected  by  Lord  Loudon.  J^ ' 
The  Crown  was  at  the  expenfe  of  ftores 
and  provifions,  and  required  of  the  Colo- 
nies, to  raife,  arm,  clothe,  and  pay  their 
quotas  of  men.  Another  regiment  was 
raifed  in  New-Hampfhire,  of  which  Mef- 
ferve  was  commander  j  who  went  to  Hali- 
fax with  part  of  his  regiment,  a  body 
of  one  hundred  carpenters,  and  the  three 

companies 
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1757.    companies  of  Rangers,  to  ferve  under  Lord 

*— -v— '  Loudon,  whilfl  the  other  part  of  the  regi- 
ment under  Lieutenant  Col.  GofFe,  was 
ordered  by  General  Webb,  who  command- 
ed at  the  weflward,  in  the  ablence  of  the 
Earl  of  Loudon,  to  rendezvous  at  Num- 
ber-four. Before  their  arrival,  a  large 
party  of  French  and  Indians  attacked  the 
mills  in  that  place,  and  took  Sampfon 
Colefax,  David  Farnfworth  and  Thomas 

ms  letter.  Adams.  The  inhabitants,  hearing  the 
guns,  advanced  to  the  mills ;  but  finding 
the  enemy  in  force,  prudently  retreated. 
The  enemy  burned  the  mills ;  and  in  their 
retreat,  took  two  other  men,  who  were 
coming  in  from  hunting,  viz.  Thomas 
Robins  and  A  fa  SpafFord,  Farnfworth 
and  Robins  returned ;  the  others  died  in 
Canada. 

GofFe  with  his  men  marched  through 
Number- four  and  joined  General  Webb  at 
Albany ;  who  polled  them  at  fort  William 
Henry,  near  Lake  George,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Munroe,  of  the  thirty-fifth 
Britifh  regiment.  The  French  General 
Montcalm,  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of 
Canadians  and  Indians,  with  a  train  of 

Aug.  3-  artillery,  in  veiled  this  fort ;  and  in  fix  days, 
thegarrifon,  after  having  expended  all  their 

Aug.  9.     ammunition,  capitulated ;   on  condition, 

that 
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that  they  fhould  not  ferve  againft  the    1757. 
French  for  eighteen  months.     They  were    u- *— ' 
allowed  the  honors  of  war,  and  were  to  be 
efcorted  by  the  French  troops  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward, with  their  private  baggage.     The 
Indians,  who  ferved  in  this  expedition,  on 
the promife  of  plunder ',  were  enraged  at  the 
terms  granted  to  the  garrifon;  and,  as  N  Ham  % 
they  marched  out  unarmed,  fell  upon  them,  jj»re  Ga- 
flripped  them  naked,  and  murdered  all 
who  made  any  refinance.      The   New- 
Hamplhire  regiment  happening  to  be  in 
the  rear,  felt  the  chief  fury  of  the  enemy. 
Out  of  two  hundred,  eighty  were  killed 
and  taken. 

This  melancholy  event  threw  the  whole 
country  into  the  deepen:  confternation. 
Webb,  who  remained  at  Fort  Edward,  ex- 
pecting to  be  there  attacked, fent  exprefTes  to 
all  the  Provinces  for  reinforcements.  The 
French,  however,  did  not  purfue  their  ad- 
vantage, but  returned  to  Canada.  A  re- 
inforcement of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men 
was  raifed  in  New- Hamplhire,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Thomas  Tafhj  which,  MS  ]etters 
by  the  orders  of  General  Webb,  was  fla-  of  ^ver- 

J  \  nor  Went- 

tioned  at  Number-four.     This  was  the  w°»h- 
firft  time  that  the  troops  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  occupied  that  important  poft. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto  the  war  had  been,  on  our  part, 
unfuccefsful.  The  great  expenfe,  the  fre- 
quent difappointments,  the  lofs  of  men, 
of  forts,  and  of  ftores,  were  very  difcou- 
raging.  The  enemy's  country  was  filled 
with  prifoners,  and  fcalps,  private  plunder, 
and  public  ftores  and  provifions,  which 
our  people,  as  beafts  of  burden,  had  con- 
veyed to  them.    Thefe  reflections  were  the 

-^-~-  difmal  entertainment  of  the  winter.  The 
next  fpring  called  for  frefh  exertions ;  and 
happily  for  America,  the  Britifh  miniftry 
had  been  changed,  and  the  direction  of  the 
war,  in  anfwer  to  the  united  voice  of 
the  people  of  England,  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  that  decifive  flatefman  William 
Pitt. 

In  his  circular  letter  to  the  American 

1758.    Governors,  he  affured  them;  that  to  repair 

**"****  the  loffes  and  difappointments  of  the  laft 
inactive  campaign, it  was  determinedto  fend 
a  formidable  force,  to  operate  by  fea  and 

^ . .  ,     land,  againft  the  French  in  America  -y  and 

Original  J      o  J 

ms.  }ie  called  upon  them  to  raife  { as  large  bo- 
*  dies  of  men,  within  their  refpeclive  gov- 
c  ernments,  as  the  number  of  inhabitants 
£  might  allow  i'  leaving  it  to  them,  to  form 
the  regiments  and  to  appoint  officers  at  their 
difcretion.  He  informed  them  that  arms, 
ammunition,  tents,  provifions,  and  boats 

would 


difappointments,  the  AfTembly  of  New-  ( 
Hampfhire,  on  receiving  this  requifition,  c 
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would  be  furnifh^d  by  the  Crown;  and    1758. 
he  required  the  Colonies  to  levy,  clothe 
and  pay  their  men ;  afluring  them  that  re- 
commendations would  be  made  to  Parli- 
ament *  to  grant  them  a  compenfation/ 
Notwithstanding  their  former  lories  and 

Proclama- 
tion, I 
pril  1. 

cheerfully  voted  eight  hundred  men  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year.  The  regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  John  Hart,  marched 
to  the  weftward,  and  ferved  under  General 
Abercrombie.  A  body  of  one  hundred 
and  eight  carpenters,  under  the  conduct 
of  Col.  MefTerve,embarked  for  Louifbourg, 
to  ferve  at  the  fecond  fiege  of  that  for- 
trefs,  under  General  Amherft.  Unhappily 
the  fmall  pox  broke  out  among  them, 
which difabled  them  from  fervice;  all  but  Xf9 
fixteen  were  feized  at  once,  and  thefe  at-  l^ts. 
tended  the  fick.  MefTerve*  and  his  eldefl: 
fon  died  of  this  fatal  diforder.  This  year 
was  remarkable  for  the  fecond  furrender 
of  Louifbourg ;  the  unfortunate  attack 
on  the  lines  of  Ticonderoga,  where  Lord 

Howe 

*  Colonel  Mefferve,  was  a  gentleman  of  a  fine  mechanical  genius. 
Being  a  (hipwrightby  profeflion,  he  attained  to  eminence  in  his  bufi_ 
nefs,  and  acquired  a  handfome  fortune.  His  moral  and  focial  charac- 
ter was  unblemi/hed,  and,  in  the  military  line,  he  was  highly  refpected. 
The  Earl  of  Loudon  had  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  merit,  as  to  prefent  him, 
a  piece  of  plate,  with  an  infcription,  acknowledging  '  his  capacity,  fidel- 
'ity,  and  ready  difpofjtiou,  iu  the  fervice  of  his  country.' 
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1758.  Howe  was  killed ;  the  taking  of  fort  Fron- 
tenac  by  Col.  Bradftreet,  and  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  fort  du  Quefne  on  the  Ohio,  the 
contention  for  which,  began  the  war. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  Indians 
continued  to  infeft  the  frontiers.  At 
Hinfdale,  they  killed  Capt.  Moore,  and  his 
fon,  took  his  family,  and  burned  his  houfe. 
At  Number-four,  they  killed  Afahel  Steb- 
bins,  and  took  his  wife,  with  Ifaac  Parker 
and  a  foldier.  The  cattle  of  this  expofed 
fettlemerrt,  which  fed  chiefly  in  the  woods, 
at  a  diflance  from  the  fort,  often  ferved 
the  enemy  for  provifions. 

The  next  year,  a  fimilar  requifition  be- 
1759-  ing  made  by  Secretary  Pitt,  New-Hamp- 
v"~v""'  fhire  raifed  a  thoufand  men  for  the  fervice, 
who  were  regimented  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Zaccheus  Love  well,  fon  of 
the  famous  partifan,  who  loft  his  life  at 
Pigwacket.  This  regiment  joined  the  ar- 
my at  the  weftward,  and  ferved  under 
General  Amherft  in  the  aBual  reduction 
of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and  in 
building  a  new  iortrefs  at  the  laft  place. 
The  fnccefs  of  this  fummer  was  brilliant, 
beyond  former  example.  The  French  fort 
at  Niagara  furrendered  to  General  Johnfonj 
and  the  fhong  city  of  Quebec  was  taken 
by  the  Britifh  troops  under  General  Wolfe, 

who 
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who,  with  the  French  General  Montcalm,   1 759. 
was  flain  in  the  decifive  battle.  '— v—» 

When  the  Britifh  arms  had  obtained  a 
decided  fuperiority  over  the  French,  it  was 
determined  to  chaftife  the  Indians  who 
had  committed  fo  many  devailations  on 
the  frontiers  of  New-England.  Major 
Robert  Rogers  was  difpatched  from  Crown  Septt  l3. 
Point,  by  General  Amherft,  with  about 
two  hundred  rangers,  to  deftroy  the  Indi- 
an village  of  St.  Francis.  After  a  fatiguing 
march  of  twenty-one  days,  he  came  with- 
in fight  of  the  place,  which  he  difcovered 
from  the  top  of  a  tree,  and  halted  his  men 
at  the  diftance  of  three  miles.  In  the  even-  °%l'm  . 
ing,  he  entered  the  village  in  difsniife  with  fi,ire  £*- 

O*  Op  zene,    No. 

two  of  his  officers.  The  Indians  were  ^s- 
engaged  in  a  grand  dance,  and  he  palled 
through  them  undifcovered.  Having 
formed  his  men  into  parties,  and  polled 
them  to  advantage ;  he  made  a  general  af- 
fault,  juft  before  day,  whilft  the  In- 
dians were  afleep.  They  were  fo  com- 
pletely furprifed  that  little  refiftance  could 
bemade.  Some  were  killed  in  their  houf- 
es;  and  of  thofe  who  attempted  to  flee,  ma- 
ny were  fhot  or  tomahawked  by  parties 
placed  at  the  avenues.  The  dawn  of  day 
difclofed  a  horrid  fcene  j  and  an  edge  was 
given  to  the  fury  of  the  aflailants  by  the 

fight 
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j 759.  fight  of  feveral  hundred  fcalps  of  their 
countrymen,  elevated  on  poles,  and  wav- 
ing in  the  air.  This  village  had  been  en- 
riched with  the  plunder  of  the  frontiers 
and  the  fale  of  captives.  The  houfes 
were  well  furnifhed,  and  the  church  was 
adorned  with  plate.  The  fuddennefs  of 
the  attack,  and  the  fear  of  a  purfuit,  did 
not  allow  much  time  for  pillage ;  but  the 
rangers  brought  off  fuch  things  as  were 
rnoft  convenient  for  tranfportation ;  a- 
mong  which  were  about  two  hundred 
guineas  in  money,  a  filver  image  weigh- 
ing ten  pounds,  a  large  quantity  of 
wampum  and  clothing.  Having  fet  fire 
to  the  village,  Rogers  made  his  retreat  up 
the  river  St.  Francis,  intending  that  his 
men  mould  rendezvous  at  the  upper  Co- 
hos,  on  Connecticut  river.  They  took 
with  them  five  Englifh  prifoners,  whom 
they  found  at  St.  Francis,  and  about 
twenty  Indians  5  but  thefe  laft  they  dif- 
miffed.  Of  the  rangers,  one  man  only 
was  killed  •,  and  fix  or  feven  were  wound- 
ed. In  their  retreat,  they  were  purfued, 
and  loft  feven  men.  They  kept  in  a  body 
for  about  ten  days,  palling  on  the  eaftern 
fide  of  lake  Memfrimagog,  and  then  fcat- 
tered.  Some  found  their  way  to  Num- 
ber-four, after  having  fuffered  much  by 

hunger 
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hunger  and  fatigue.     Others  perifhed  in    1759. 
the  woods,  and  their  bones  were,  found      ^^ 
near  Connecticut  river -,  by  the  people,  who 
after  feveral  years  began   plantations  at 
the  upper  Cohos* 

After  the  taking  of  Quebec,  the  remain- 
der of  the  feafon  was  too  fhort  to  com- 
plete the  reduction  of  Canada.   The  next 
iummer  General  Amherlt.  made  prepara-    1760. 
tions  to  approach  Montreal,  by  three  dif-     ^"^ 
ferent  routes ;  intending,  with  equal  pru- 
dence and  humanity,  to  finifh  the  con- 
queft>  without  the  effuhon  of  blood.    For 
the  fervice  of  this  year,   eight  hundred 
men  were  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire,  and 
put  under  the  command  of  Col.  John 
GofFe.  They  marched,  as  ufual,  to  Num- 
ber-four ;  but  inilead  of  taking  the  old 
route,  to  Albany,  they  cut  a  road*  through 
the  woods,  directly  toward  Crown  Point. 
In  this   work  they  made  fuch  diipatch, 
as  to  join  that  part  of  the  army  which  juiyjt. 
Amherft  had  left  at  Crown  Point,  twelve 
days   before    their   embarkation.     They  A«g.  n. 

proceeded 

*  This  new  road  began  at  Wentworth's  ferry,  two  miles  above  the 
fort  at  No.  4,  and  was  cut  26  miles ;  at  the  end  of  which,  they  found 
a  path,  made  the  year  before  ;  in  which  they  palled  over  the  mountains, 
to  Otter  Creek;  where  they  found  a  good  road,  which  led  to  Crown 
Point.  Their  (tores  were  brought  i.n  waggons,  as  far  as  the  26  miies 
extended  5  and  then  tranfported  on  horfes  over  the  mountains.  A 
drove  of  cattle  for  the  fupply  of  the  army  went  from  No.  4,  by  this 
route,  to  Crown  Point. 

u 
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1760.  proceeded  down  the  lake,  under  the  com- 
„J— r^    mand   of  Col.    Haviland.     The    enemy 

Macclin-  / 

tock-s  ms  made  fome  refiftance  at  Ifle  au  Noix, 
which  flopped  their  progrefs  for  fome  days, 
and  a  few  men  were  loft  on  both  fides. 
But  this  poft  being  deferted,  the  forts  of 
St.  John  and  Chamblee  became  an  eafy 

sept.  s.  conqueft,  and  finally  Montreal  capitulat- 
ed. This  event  fmifhed  the  campaign/ 
and  crowned  Amherft  with  deferved  lau- 
rels. 

Whilft  the  New-Hampfhire  regi- 
ment was  employed  in  cutting  the  new 
road  -,  figns  of  hovering  Indians  were  fre- 
quently difcovered,  though  none  were  ac- 
tually feen.  But  they  took  the  family  of 
Jofeph  Willard,  from  Number-four,  and 

Mstetter.   carried  them  into  Montreal,  juft  before  it 
was  inverted  by  the  Britifh  army. 

The  conqueft  of  Canada,  gave  peace  to 
the  frontiers  of  New-Hampfhire,  after  a 
turbulent  fcene  of  fifteen  years  j  in 
which,  with  very  little  intermiffion,  they 
had  been  diftreifed  by  the  enemy.  Many 
captives  returned  to  their  homes ;  and 
friends  who  had  long  been  feparated,  em- 
braced each  other  in  peace.  The  joy  was 
heightened  by  this  confideration,  that  the 
country  of  Canada,  being  fubdued,  could 
no  longer  be  a  fource  of  terror  and  diftrefs. 

The 
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The  expenfe  of  this  war,  was  paid  by    1760. 
a  paper  currency.     Though  an  a£t  of  Par-    u-*-J 
liament  was  paffed  in  175 1,  prohibiting 
the  Governors,  from  giving  their  affent  to 
acts  of  AfTembly,  made  for  fuch  a  pur- 
pole  -,    yet,   by  a   provifo,  extraordinary 
emergencies    were    excepted.     Governor 
Wentworth  was  (low  to  take  advantage 
of  this  provifo,  and  conftrued  the  act  in  a 
more   rigid  fenfe  than   others ;  but  his 
friend  Shirley  helped  him  out  of  his  diffi- 
culties.    In   1755  paper  bills  were  hTued 
under  the  denomination  of  new  tenor  j  of 
which,  fifteen  ihillings  were  equal  in  value 
to  one  dollar.     Of  this  currency,  the  fol- 
diers  were  prom i  fed  thirteen  pounds  ten 
millings  per  month ;  but  it  depreciated  fo 
much  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  that  in 
the  mufter  rolls,  their  pay  was  made  up 
at  fifteen  pounds.     In   1756  there  was 
another  emiffion  from  the  fame  plates, 
and  their  pay  was  eighteen  pounds.     In 
1757,  it  was  twenty-five  pounds.  In  1758, 
they  had  twenty-feven  (hillings  flerling. 
In  the  three  fucceeding  years,  they  had 
thirty  (hillings  flerling,  befides  a  bounty 
at  the  time  of  their  inliflment,  equal  to 
one   month's    pay.     At   length   flerling 
money  became  the  flandard  of  all  con- 
tracts -,   and  though  the  paper  continued 
U  2  pafling 
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2760.   palling  as  a  currency,  its  value  was  regu- 
v*nr'J    lated  by  the  price  of  filver,  and  the  courl' 
of  exchange. 

It  ought  to  be  remembered  as  a  figna'1 
favor  of  divine  Providence  -,  that  during 
this  war,  the  feafons  were  fruitful,  and 
the  Colonies  were  able  to  fupply  their  own 
troops  with  provifions,  and  the  Britifh 
fleets  and  armies  with  refreshments  of  ev- 
ery kind  which  they  needed.     No  fooner 
ij6i.  were  the  operations  of  the  war  in  the 
^^    northern  Colonies  clofed,  than  two  years 
of  fcarcity  fucceeded;  (1761  and  1762)  in 
which  the  drought  of  fummer  was  fo  fe- 
vere,  as  to  cut  fhort  the  crops,  and  ren- 
der fupplies  from  abroad  abfolutely  ne- 
•cefTary,     Had  this  calamity  attended  any 
■of  the  preceding  years  of   the  war,  the 
diflrefs  muff,  have  been  extreme,  both  at 
home   and   in   the   camp.     During  the. 
drought  of  1 76 1 ,  a  fire  raged  in  the  woods, 
in  the  towns  of  of  Barrington  and  Roch- 
eiler,  and  pafled  over  into  the  county  of 
York,  burning  with  irrefiftable  fury  for 
feveral  weeks,  and  was  not  extinguimed 
till  a  plentiful  rain  fell,  in  Auguft.     An 
immenfe  quantity  of  the  beft  timber  was 
deftroyed  by  this  conflagration. 

For  the  fucceeding  part  of  the  war,  a 
fmaller  body  of  men  was  required  to  gar- 

rifon 
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rifon  the  new  conquefts ;  whilft  the  Brit-  1762. 
tifh  troops  were  employed  in  the  Weft  In-  *— "— ' 
dia  iuands.  The  fuccefs  which  attended 
their  operations  in  that  quarter,  brought 
the  war  to  a  conclufion  -y  and  by  the  trea- 
ty of  peace,  though  many  of  the  conquer- 
ed places  were  reflored,  yet,  the  whole 
continent  of  North  America  remained  to 
the  Britifh  Crown,  and  the  Colonies  re- 
ceived a  reimburfement  of  their  expen- 
fes. 

The  war  being  clofed,  a  large  and  valu- 
able tract  of  country,   fituated  between 
New-England,   New- York  and  Canada, 
was  fecured  to  the  Britifh  dominions  -,  and 
it  became  the  intereft  of  the  Governors  of 
both  the  royal  Provinces  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire  and  New- York,   to  vie  with  each 
other,,  in  granting  this  territory  and  re- 
ceiving the  emoluments  arifing  from  this 
lucrative  branch  of  their  refpeclive  offices. 
The  feeds  of  a  controverfy  on  this  fubjeci 
had  been  already  fown.  During  the  fhort 
peace  which  followed  the  preceding  war, 
Governor  Wentworth  wrote  to  Governor 
Clinton,  that  he  had  it  in  command  from    J^Z' 
the  King,  to  grant  the  unimproved  lands  Nov-  '?• 
within  his  government  -,  that  the  war  had  council 
prevented  that  progrefs,  which  he  had  hop- 
ed for  in  this  bufmefs  5  but  that  the  peace 
U  3   .  had 
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1749.  had  induced  many  people,  to  apply  for 
N~Tk  grants  in  the  weftern  parts  of  New-Hamp- 
prinwd  fhire,  which  might  fail  in  the  neighbour- 
Appendix,   hood  of  New -York.     He  communicated 

to  him  a  paragraph  of  his  commiffion, 
defcri  bins;  the  bounds  of  New-Ham  |3  fhire, 
and  requefted  of  him  a  defcription  of  the 
bounds  of  New- York.  Before  he  receiv- 
ed any  anfwer  to  this  letter  :,  Wentworth, 
prefuming  that  New-Hampfhire  ought  to 
extend  as  far  weftward  as  Maftachufetts  ; 
that  is  to  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles  eaft 
from  Hudfon's  river,  granted  a  townfhip, 
fix  miles  fquare,  called  Bennington  ;  fitu- 

1750,  ate  twenty-four  miles  eaft  of  Hudfon's 
C°^J    river,  and  fix  miles  north  of  the  line  of 

,    ti        Maffachufetts.  Clinton  having  laid  Went- 

IN.  Hamp-  O 

■fnire  book  worth's  letter  before  the  Council  of  New- 
er Char- 
ters,        York  ;  by  their  advice  anfwered  him,  that 

the  Province  of  New-York  was  bounded 
eafterly  by  Conne6ticut  river.  This  claim 
was  founded  on  a  grant  of  King  Charles 
the  fecond  ;  in  which,  c  all  the  land  from 
*  the  weft  fide  of  Connecticut  river,  to 
'  the  eaft  fide  of  Delaware  bay,'  was  con- 
veyed to  his  brother  James,  Duke  of 
York  \  by  whofe  elevation  to  the  throne, 
the  fame  traft  merged  in  the  crown  of 
England,  and  defcended  at  the  Revolu- 
tion to  King  William  and  his  fuccefTors. 

The 
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The  Province  of  New- York  had  formerly    1 750. 
urged  this  claim  againft  the  Colony  of  K^^m 
Connecticut ;  but  for  prudential  reafons 
had  conceded  that  the  bounds  of  that  Co- 
lony mould  extend,  as  far  as  a  line  drawn 
twenty  miles  eaft  of  Hudfon's  river.    The 
like  extent  was  demanded  by  Maflachu- 
fetts  j  and,  though  New- York  affected  to 
call  this  demand  l  an  intrufion,'  and  fcren- 
uoufly  urged  their  right  to  extend  eaft- 
ward  to  Connecticut  river  3  yet  the  origi- 
nal grant  of  Maflachufetts,  being  prior  to 
that  of  the  Duke  of  York,  was  a  barrier 
which  could  not  eafiiy  be  broken.   Thefe 
reafons,  however,  it  was  faid,  could  be  of 
no  avail  to  the  caufe  of  New-Hampfhire, 
whofe  nrfl  limits,  as  defcribed  in  Mafon's 
patent,  did  not  reach  to  Connecticut  river; 
and  whofe  late  extent,  by  the  fettlement 
of  the  lines  in  1741,  was  no  farther  weft- 
ward  than  '  till  it  meets  with  the  King's 
*  other  governments.'     Though  it  was 
agreed,  between  the  two  Governors,   to 
fubmit  the  point  in  controverfy  to  the 
King  j  yet  the  Governor  of  New-Hamp- 
{hire,  continued  to  make  grants,  on  the 
weflern  fide  of    Connecticut  river,    till 
1754;  when  the  renewal  of  hoftilities  not 
only  put  a  flop  to  applications  5  but  pre- 
U  4-  vented 
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1754.    vented  any  determination  of  the  contro^ 

^""^     verfy  by  the  Crown. 

During  the  war,  the  continual  palling 
of  troops  through  thofe  lands,  caufed  the 
value  of  them  to  be  more  generally  known ; 
and,  when  by  the  conqueft  of  Canada, 
tranquillity  was  reftored,  they  were  eagerly 
fought  by  adventurers  and  fpeculators. 
Wentworth  availed  hi mfelf  of  this  golden 
opportunity,  and  by  advice  o^  his  Coun- 
cil, ordered  a  furvey  to  be  made  of  Con- 
necticut river  for  fixty  miles,  and  three 

3761.    lines  of  townfhips  on  each  fide,  to  be  laid 

^ — *■    out.     As  applications  increafed,  the  fur- 

,'|uly  1.  l  L 

veys  were  extended.  Townfhips  of  fix 
miles  fquare  were  granted  to  various  pe- 
titioners ;  and  fo  rapidly  did  this  work 
go  on,  that  during  the  year  1761,  not  lefs 
than  fixty  townfhips  were  granted  on  the 
•  'weft,  and  eighteen  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
river.  Befides  the  fees  and  prefents  for 
thefe  grants,  which  were  undefined  j  a  re- 
fervation  was  made  for  the  Governor,  of 
five  hundred  acres  in  each  townfhip  -, 
and  of  lots  for  public  purpofes.     Thefe 

Atk'-nfon'i  refervations  were  clear  of  all  fees   and 

Ms.  ■     F " 

1763.    charges.     The  whole  number  of  grants 

*■—"—'    on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  river,  amounted 

to  one  hundred   and   thirty-eight  ;  and 

their  extent  was  from  Connecticut  river 

to 
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to  twenty  miles  eafT  of  the  Hudfon,  as  far  1763, 
as  that  river  extended  northerly  ;  and  af-<  ^^^ 
ter  that,  weftward  to  Lake  Champlain, 
The  rapid  progrefs  of  thefe  grants  filled 
the  coffers  of  the  Governor.  Thofe  who 
had  obtained  the  grants  were  feeking  pur- 
chafers  in  all  the  neighbouring  Colonies ; 
whihl  the  original  inhabitants  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  to  whom  thefe  lands  had  for- 
merly been  promifed,  as  a  reward  for  their 
merit  in  defending  the  country,' were  over- 
looked -in  the  diftribution ;  unlefs  they 
were  difpofed  to  apply  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, as  per fons  from  abroad  ;  or  unlefs  r  , 

*■■•:■*  '  Informs- 

they  happened  to  be  in  favor.     When  re-  tlon  of  th* 

J  L  r  lite  P.Gil; 

monftrances  were  made  to  the  Governor  man  and 

1  •      r       •     o  r  M.  Wtare. 

on  this  iubject,  his  aniwer  was,  that  the 
people  of  the  old  towns  had  been  formerly 
ly  complimented  with  grants  in  Chicheiter, 
Barnfted  and  Gilmantown,  which  they 
had  neglected  to  improve ;  and  that  the 
new  grantees  were  better  hufbandmen 
and  would  promote  the  cultivation  of  the 
Province. 

The  paffion  for  occupying  new  lands 
rofe  to  a  great  height.  Thefe  tracts  were 
filled  with  emigrants  from  MaiTachufetts 
and  Connecticut.  Population  and  culti- 
vation began  to  increafe  with  a  rapidity 
hitherto  unknown  -,  and  from  this   time 

may 
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1763.    may  be  dated  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  New- 
*****     Hampfhire  5   which  before  had  been  cir- 
cumscribed and  Hinted  in  its  growth,  by 
the  continual  danger  of  a  lavage  enemy. 

The  grants  on  the  weftern  fide  of  Con- 
necticut river,  alarmed  the  government  of 
New-York ;  who,  by  their  agent,  made 
application  to   the  Crown,    reprefenting 

Ethan  Ai.  «  that  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage 

»ti«i774  ' .of  the  people  fettled  on  thofe  lands,  to  be 
c  annexed  to  New-York ;'  and  fubmitting 
the  caufe  to  the  royal  deciiion.     In   the 

Dec  28.  rnean  time,  a  proclamation  was  iffued  by 
Lieutenant  Governor  Golden,  reciting  the 
grant  of  King  Charles  to  the  Duke  of 
York  j  afierting  the  jurifdiction  of  New- 
York  as  far  eaflward  as  Connecticut  river ; 
and  enjoining  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Albany,  to  return  the  names  of  all  per-, 
fons,  who,  under  color  of  the  New-Hamp- 
{hire  grants,  held  pofTeffion  of  lands  weft- 
ward  of  that  river.  This  was  anfwered 
by  a  proclamation  of  Governor  Went- 
worth,  declaring  the  grant  to  the  Duke  o£ 
York  to  be  obfolete,  and  that  the  weflern 
bounds  of  New-Hamplhire  were  co-ex- 
tenfive  with  thofe  of  Maflachufetts  and 
Connecticut  j  encouraging  the  grantees  to 
maintain  their  populous,  and  cultivate 
their  lands  j  and  commanding  civil  offi- 
cers 


1764. 

March  1.3 
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cers  to  execute  the  laws  and  punifh  dif-    1764. 
turbers  of  the  peace.  <"^^J 

The  application*  from  New -York  was  juiy  20. 
referred  to  trie  Board  of  Trade;  and  upon  ms!'™ 
their  reprefentation ,  feconded  by  a  report 
;  of  a  committee  of  the  privy  council,   an 
j  order  was  paffed,  by  the  King  in  Council; 
declaring  £  the  weftern  banks  of  Connec- 
j  l  ticut  river,  from  where  it  enters  the  Prov- 
\  c  ince  of  Maflachufetts  Bay,  as  far  north 
:  *  as  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  TO 
4  BE  the  boundary  line,  between  the  two 
'  Provinces  of  New-Hamplhire  and  New- 
«  York/ 

Tins  decree,  like  many  other  judicial 
determinations,  while  it  clofed  one  contro- 
verfy,  opened  another.  The  jurisdiction 
of  the  Governor  of  New-Ham plTiire,  and 
his  power  of  granting  land,  were  circum- 
fcribed  by  the  weftern  bank  of  Connecti- 
cut river ;  but  the  grantees  of  the  foil, 
found  themfelves  involved  in  a  difpute 
with  the  government  of  New- York.  From 
the  words  TO  BE,  in  the  royal  declara- 
tion, two  very  oppofite  conclufions  were 
drawn.  The  government  fuppofed  them 
to  refer  to  the  time  pair,  and  conftrued 
them  as  a  declaration  that  the  river  always 
had  been  the  eaftern  limits  of  New- York ; 
confequently,  that  the  grants  made  by  the 

Governor 
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5  764.  Governor  of  New-Hampfhire,  were  inval- 
* — k  id,  and  that  the  lands  might  be  granted 
a^ain.  The  grantees  underfrood  the 
words  in  the  future'tenfe,  as  declaring  Con- 
necticut river  from  that  time  to  be  the 
line  of  jurifdiction  only,  between  the  two 
provinces  -s  confequently  that  their  grants, 
being  derived  from  the  Crown,  through 
the  medium  of  one  of  its  Governors,  were 
valid.  To  the  jurifdiction,  they  would 
have  quietly  fubmitted,  had  no  attempt 
been  made  to  wreft  from  them  their  pof- 
feffions,  Thefe  oppofite  opinions,  prov- 
ed a  fource  of  litigation  for  ten  fucceed- 
ing  years  -3  but,  as  this  controverfy  be- 
longs to  the  hiftory  of  New- York,  it  is  dif- 
miffed,  with  one  remark  only.  That 
though  it  was  carried  on  with  a  degree  of 
virulence,  unfriendly  to  the  progrefs  of 
civilization  and  humanity,  within  the  dis- 
puted territory ;  yet  it  called  into  action, 
a  fpirit  of  vigorous  felf  defence,  and  har-r 
riy  enterprife,  which  prepared  the  nerves 
of  that  people  for  encountering  the  dan- 
gers of  a  revolution,  more  extenfive  and 
beneficial. 

C  H  A  P, 
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CHAP.       XXIII. 

.Beginning   of  the  controverfy  with  Great-* 
Britain.  Stamp  aB.  Rejignation  c/Ben- 

NING  WENTWORTK. 

•ROM  the  earlier!:  eftablifhment  of 
the  American  Colonies,  a  jcaloufy 
of  their  independence  had  exifted  among 
the  people  of  Great-Britain.  At  firft, 
this  apprehension  was  perhaps  no  more 
than  a  conjecture  founded  on  the  viciffi- 
tude  of  human  affairs,  or  on  their  know- 
ledge of  thofe  emigrants  who  came  away 
from  England,  difgurled  with  the  abufive 
treatment  which  they  had  endured  at  home. 
But  from  whatever  caufe  it  arofe,  it  was 
ftrengthened  by  age ;  and  the  conduct  of 
the  Britifh  government  toward  America, 
was  frequently  influenced  by  it.  In  the 
reign  of  James  the  firft,  '  fpeculative  rea- 
x  foners  raifed  objections  to  the  planting 
'  of  thefe  Colonies ;  and  foretold,  that  af- 

*  ter  draining  the  mother  country  of  in- 

*  habitants,  they  would  fhake  off  her  yoke 

*  and  erecl  an  independent  government.' 
Some  traces  of  this  jealoufy  appeared  in 
every  fucceeding  reign,  not  excepting  that  seewii. 
of  William;  whom  America,  as  well  as  E 

Britain, 
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Britain,  was  proud  to  ftyle  l  our  great 
c  deliverer.'  But  it  became  molt  evident, 
and  began  to  produce  its  moft  pernicious 
effects,  at  a  time  when  there  was  the  leaft 
reafon  for  indulging  the  idea. 

During  the  adminifrration  of  Pitt,  a 
liberal  kind  of  policy  had  been  adopted 
toward  the  Colonies  -,  which  being  crown- 
ed with  fuccefs,  had  attached  us'*  more 
firmly  than  ever,  to  the  kingdom  of 
Britain.  We  were  proud  of  our  connex- 
ion with  a  nation  whofe  flag  was  triumph- 
ant in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  and  by 
whofe  aifirlance  we  had  been  delivered 
from  the  danger  of  our  moil  formidable 
enemies,  the  French  in  Canada.  The  ac- 
ceflion  of  George  the  third,  at  this  criti- 
cal and  important  era,  was  celebrated  here, 
with  as  true  zeal  and  loyalty,  as  in  any 
part  of  his  dominions.  We  were  fond  of 
repeating  every  plaudit,  which  the  ardent 
affection  of  the  Britiih  nation  bellowed 
on  a  young  monarch,  rifing  to  the  throne 
of  his  anceflors,  and  prof  effing  to  f  glory 
*  in  the  name  of  Briton.'  At  fuch  a  time, 
nothing  could  have  been  more  eafy,  than 
by  purfuing  the  fyftem  of  commercial  reg- 
ulation, 

*  Though  it  may  be  accounted  a  (kviation  from  the  proper  ftyle  of 
hiftory,  for  the  author  to  fpeak  in  the  firft  perfon  ;  yet  he  hopes  to  be 
excufed  in  expreihng  the  feelings  of  an  American,  whilfl  he  relates  tbp 

hiftory  of  his  own  time,  anJ  his  own  country. 
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illation,  already  eftablimed,  and  continu- 
ing the  indigencies  which  had  been  al- 
lowed, to  have  drawn  the  whole  profit  of 
our  labor  and  trade,  into  the  hands  of 
Britifh  merchants  and  manufacturers. 
This  would  have  prevented  a  fpirit  of  en- 
terprife  in  the  Colonies,  and  kept  us  in 
as  complete  fubjeclion  and  dependence, 
as  the  moft  fanguine  friend  of  the  Britifh 
nation  could  have  wifhed. 

We  had,  among  ourfelves,  a  fet  of  men,         , 
who,  ambitious  of  perpetuating  the  rank     J^S 
of  their  families,  were  privately  ieeking  j^^I 
the  eftablimment  of  an  American  Nobili-  ters- 
tv  :  out  of  which,  an  intermediate  branch  Olivers 

/  .  i  1     -  letters. 

of  legislation,  between  the  royal  and  de- 
mocratic powers,  mould  be  appointed. 
Plans  were  drawn,  and  prefented  to  the 
Britiih  miniftry,  for  new  modelling  our 
governments,  and  reducing  their  powers ; 
whilft  the  authority  of  parliament  fhould 
be  rendered  abfolute  and  imperial.  The  . 
military  gentlemen  of  Britain,  who  had 
ferved  here  in  the  war,  and  on  whom,  a 
profufion  of  grateful  attention  had  been 
bellowed,  carried  home  reports  of  our 
wealth ;  whilft  the  Ions  of  our  merchants 
and  planters,  who  went  to  England  for 
their  education,  exhibited  fpecimens  of 
prodigality    which    confirmed   the  idea. 

During 


trie  minor 
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1763.  During  the  war*  there  had  been  a  great 

^ — '    influx  of  money ;  and  at  the  conclufion 

of  it,  Britifh  goods  were  largely  imported  j 

by  which  means,  the  caih  went  back  again 

with  a  rapid  circulation. 

In  no  age,  perhaps,  excepting  that  in 

Hiftoryof  wriiGri  Rome  loll  her  liberty,  was  the  fpi-« 
rit  of  venality  and  corruption  fo  prevalent 
^  as  at  this  time,  in  Britain.  Exhaufled  by 
a  long  war,  and  difgraced  by  a  peace  which 
deprived  her  of  her  moil  valuable  con- 
quefts,  the  national  fupplies  were  inade- 
quate to  the  continual  drain  of  the  ex-» 
checquer.  A  new  minifhy,  raifed  on  the 
ruin  of  that  by  which  America  was  con- 
quered and  fecured,  looked  to  this  coun* 
try  as  a  fource  of  revenue.  But,  neglect- 
ing  the  '  principles  of  law  and  polity, 

Bernard^  which  had  been  early  fuggefled  to  them 
by  an  officious  correfpondent ;  and  by 
which  they  might  have  gradually  and  fi* 
lently  extended  their  fyftem  of  corrupt 
tion  into  America}  they  planned  mea* 
fures  by  which  they  fuppofed  an  addition 
to  the  revenues  of  Britain  might  be  drawn 
from  America  j  and  the  pretence  was, 
*  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  protecting,  de- 
'  fending  and  fecuring  it.'  The  fallacy 
of  this  pretence  was  eafily  feen.  If  we 
had  not  done  our  part  toward  the  protec- 
tion 


feledl  let- 
tr(6 
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tion  and  defence  of  our  country,  why  1763. 
were  our  expenditures  reimburfed  by  Par- 
liament ?  The  truth  is,  that  during  the 
whole  war,  we  had  exerted  ourfelves  be- 
yond our  ability  5  relying  on  a  promife 
from  a  Secretary  of  State,  that  it  mould 
be  recommended  to  Parliament  to  make  us 
compenfation.  It  was  recommended  ; 
the  compenfation  was  honorably  granted, 
and  gratefully  received.  The  idea  of 
drawing  that  money  from  us  again  by  taxes 
to  repay  the  charges  of  our  former  de- 
fence, was  unjuft  and  inconfiftent.  If 
the  new  conquefts  needed  protection  or 
defence,  thofe  who  reaped  the  gain  of 
their  commerce,  or  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
grants  and  offices  within  thofe  territories, 
might  be  required  to  contribute  their  aid. 
Notwithstanding  this  pretext,  it  was  our 
opinion,  that  the  grand  object  was  to  pro- 
vide for  dependents,  and  to  extend  the 
corrupt  and  venal  principle  of  crown  in- 
fluence, through  every  part  of  the  Britifh 
dominions.  However  artfully  it  was 
thrown  out,  that  the  revenue  to  be  drawn 
from  us  would  eafe  the  taxes  of  our  bre- 
thren in  Britain,  or  diminifti  the  load  of 
national  debt  -3  it  was  not  eafy  for  us  to 
believe  that  the  miniftry  had  either  of  thefe 
objects  fincerely  in  contemplation.  But 
W  if 
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1763.  if  it  had  been  ever  fo  equitable  that  we 
1  !  '  fhould  contribute  to  difcharge  the  debt  of 
the  nation,  incurred  by  the  preceding  war; 
we  fuppofed  that  the  monopoly  and  con- 
trol of  our  commerce,  which  Britain  en- 
joyed, was  a  full  equivalent  for  all  the 
advantages,  which  we  reaped  from  our  po- 
litical connexion  with  her. 

The  fame  gazette,  which  contained  the 
fhire  aoS-  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  announced  the 
sen*,  May  inf.ent:ions  0f  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  quar-* 

ter  troops  in  America,  and  fupport  them 
at  our  expenfe.  The  -money  was  to  be 
raifed  by  a  duty  on  foreign  iugar  and  molaA 
fes,  and  by  ftamps  on  all  papers  legal  and 
mercantile.  Thefe  intentions  were  at 
firft  thrown  out  in  the  form  of  refolves, 
and  afterward  digefted  into  acts  of  Parli- 
ament. The  firft  of  thefe  acts,  reftricting 
I7b4-  the  intercourfe  which  the  American  Colo- 
nies had  enjoyed  with  the  Weft-India 
iflands,  caufed  a  general  uneafmefs  and 
fufpicion,  but  was  viewed  as  a  regulation 
of  trade,  and  was  fubmitted  to,  though 
with  reluctance.  The  effect  of  this  act 
was  to  call  forth  a  fpirit  of  frugality,  par- 
ticularly in  the  introduction  of  a  lefs  ex<- 
penfive  mode  of  conducting  funerals.  Pe- 
titions and  remonftrances  were  fent  to 
England  by  fome  of  the  Colonies ;  but 

inftead 


ters. 


N  E  W-H  AMP8HIRE.  323 

inftead  of  any  redrefs,  a  new  act  of  Parll-  1765. 
ament  was  made  for  raifing  a  revenue  by  ^^^ 
a  general  flamp  duty  through  ail  the 
American  Colonies.  The  true  friends  of . 
conftitutional  liberty  now  faw  their  deareft 
interefts  in  danger  •,  from  an  affumption 
of  power  in  the  parent  itate  to  give  and 
grant  the  property  of  the  colonifts  at  their 
pleafure.  Even  thofe  who  had  been  feek- 
ing  alterations  in  the  colonial  governments, 
and  an  eftablifhment  of  hereditary  honors, 
plainly  faw  that  the  miniftry  were  defir-  Bertiard,s 
ous  of  plucking  the  fruit,  before  they  had  fe,e£t  lec- 
grafted  the  ftock  on  which  it  muft  grow. 
To  render  the  new  act  lefs  odious  to  us, 
fome  of  our  fellow  citizens  were  appoint- 
ed to  diftribute  the  flamped  paper,  which 
was  prepared  in  England  and  brought 
over  in  bales.  The  framers  of  the  act 
boafled  that  it  was  fo  contrived  as.  to  exe- 
cute itfelf ;  becaufe  no  writing  could  be 
deemed  legal  without  the  flamp  ;  and  all 
controversies  which  might  arife,  were  to 
be  determined  in  the  Courts- of  Admi- 
ralty, by  a  fingle  judge,  entirely  dependent 
on  the  Crown. 

This  direct  and  violent  attack  on  our 

deareft  privileges  at  firft  threw  us  into  a 

filent  gloom  j  and  we  were  at  a  lofs  how 

to  proceed.     To  fubmit,  was  to  rivet  the 

W  2  fhackles 
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fhackles  of  flavery  on  ourfelves  and  our 
pofterity.  To  revolt,  was  to  rend  afun- 
der  the  moft  endearing  connexion,  and 
hazard  the  refentment  of  a  powerful  na- 
tion. In  this  dilemma,  the  Houfe  of 
May  28.  £>urgeffes  \n  Virginia,  pafTed  fome  fpirited 
refolves,  afferting  the  rights  of  their  coun- 
try, and  denying  the  claim  of  parliament- 
ary taxation.  The  Aflembly  of  Mafia- 
chufetts  propoied  a  Congrefs  of  Deputies 
from  each  Colony,  to  confult  upon  our 
common  intereft,  as  had  frequently  been  1 
praclifed  in  times  of  common  danger* 
Several  fpeeches  made  in  Parliament  by 
oppofers  of  the  ftamp-acl:  were  reprinted 
here ;  in  one  of  which  the  Americans  were 
ftyled  <  Sons  of  liberty,'  and  the  fpeaker 
ventured,  from  his  perfonal  knowledge  of 
this  country,  to  foretel  our  oppofition  to; 
the  act. 

The  fpirit  of  the  Virginian  refolves, 
like  an  electric  fpark,  diffufed  itfelf  in- 
ftantly  and  univerfally  j  and  the  cautious 
propofal  of  MafTachufetts  was  generally 
approved.  The  anxious  mind,  refting  on 
the  bold  afTertion  of  conftitutional  rights, 
looked  forward  with  pleafure,  to  the  time 
when  an  American  Congrefs  would  unite 
in  a  fuccefsful  defence  of  them.  The  title 
*  Sons  of  liberty,'  was  eagerly  adopted  by 

aflbciations 
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affociations  in  every  Colony ;  determining  1765. 
to  carry  into  execution  the  prediction  of  *— *— * 
him,  who  with  fuch  noble  energy,  had 
efpoufed  the  caufe  of  our  freedom.  They 
began  the  oppofition  at  Bofton ;  by  pub- 
licly exhibiting  effigies  of  the  enemies  of 
America,  and  obliging  the  ftamp-ofiicer 
to  refign  his  employment.  The  popular 
commotions  in  that  town  were  afterward 
carried  to  an  unjuftifiable  excefs  ;  but  the, 
fpirit  of  oppofilion  animated  the  body  of 
the  people  in  every  Colony. 

The  'perfon  appointed  diftributor  of 
ilamps  for  New-Hampfhire,  was  George 
MefTerve,  fon  of  the  late  Colonel,  who 
died  at  Louilbourg.     He  received  his  ap- 
pointment in  England,   and  foon  after 
embarked  for  America,  and  arrived  at  Bof- 
ton.    before  he  landed,  he  was  informed  Sept.  9. 
of  the  oppofition  which  was  making  to 
the  ac~f.  >  and  that  it  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  peop  le  if  he  would  refign,.  which 
he  readily  did,  and  they  welcomed  him  on 
ihore.     An  exhibition  of  effigies  at  Portf- 
•mouth  had  prepared  the  minds  of  the  pea-    ept#  I2' 
pie  there  for  his  reception  -,  and  at  his  sept.  ia. 
coming  to  town  he  made  a  fecond  refig- 
nation,  on  the  parade,  before  he  went  to  his 
own  houfe.  This  was  accepted  with  the  ufu^ 
al  falutation ;  and  every  one  appeared  to  be  Sept"  3°* 
Satisfied  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  popular 
W  3  meafures, 
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1765.  meafures.  Soon  after,  the  ftamped  paper 
*— ^- '  deftined  for  New-Hampfhire  arrived  at 
Bofton  in  the  fame  vefTel  with  that  in- 
tended for  Maflfachufetts ;  but  there  being 
no  perfon  in  either  Province  who  had  any* 
concern  with  it,  it  was,  by  order  of  Gover- 
nor Bernard,  lodged  in  the  caftle. 

The  flamp-acT:  was  to  commence  its 
operation  on  the  firft  day  of  November ; 
previoufly  to  which  the  appointed  Con- 
grefs  was  formed  at  New- York,  confuting  ; 
of  delegates  from  the  AfTemblies  of  Mafia- 
chufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,Connec~ticut,  New-  • 
York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Del- 
aware Counties,   Maryland  and  South- 
Carolina.     Having,  like  the  Congrefs  at  I 
Albany  in   1754,  formed  themfelves  in  1 
geographical  order  -,  they  framed  a  bill  of  I 
rights,   for  the  Colonies ;  in  which  the 
fole  power  of  taxation  was  declared  to  be 
in  their  own  aflemblies.     They  prepared 
three  diftin£i  addreffes  to  the  King,  Lords 
and  Commons,  ftating  their  grievances, 
and  alking  for  redrefs.     Thefe  were  fub- 
fcribed  by  the  delegates  of  fix  Colonies  •, 
the  others  who  were  prefent  were  not  em- 
powered to  fign  ;  but  reported  their  pro- 
ceedings to  their  conftituents,  who  ap- 
proved them  in  Affembly,  and  forwarded 
their  petitions.     No  delegates  went  from 
New-Hampfhire  to  this  Congrefs;  but 

the 
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the  Affembly  at  their  next  meeting  adopt-    1765. 
ed  the  fame  meafures,  and  fent  fimilar  pe-  u~v    ' 
titions  to  England,  which  they  committed  A<r«nuy 
to  Barlow  Trecothick,  their  agent,  and  Recordto 
John  Wentworth,  a  young  gentleman  of 
Portfmouth,  who  was  then  in  England, 
to  be  by  them  prefented  to  the  King  and 
Parliament.     Thefe  meafures  were   the 
moft  refpectful  and  prudent  which  could 
be  devdfed ;  and  were  attended,  with  fome 
profpec~l  of  fuccefs  from  a  change  which 
had  been  made  in  the  Britifh  miniftry. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  newfpapers  were 
filled  with  effays,  in  which  every"  plea  for 
and  againft  the  new  duties  was  amply  dif- 
cufled.  Thefe  vehicles  of  intelligence 
were  doomed  to  be  loaded  with  a  ftamp  •, 
and  the  printers  felt  themfelves  interefted 
in  the  oppofition.  On  the  lafl  day  of 
October,  the  New-Hampfhire  Gaze'tte 
appeared  with  a  mourning  border.  A 
body  of  people  from  the  country  approach- 
ed the  town  of  Portfmouth,  under  an  ap- 
prehenfion  that  the  ftamps  would  be  dis- 
tributed s  but  being  met,  by  a  number 
from  the  town,  and  allured  that  no  fuch 
thing  was  intended,  they  quietly  returned. 
The  next  day,  the  bells  tolled,  and  a  fu- 
neral proceflion  was  made  for  the  Goddefs  N*v«  «• 
of  Liberty  -,  but  on  depofiting  her  in  the 
W  4  grave, 
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1765.  grave,  fome  ligns  of  life  were  fuppofed  to 
be  di'fcovered,  and  me  was  carried  off  in 
triumph.  By  fuch  exhibitions,  the  fpirit 
of  the  populace  was  kept  up ;  though  the 
minds  of  the  moil  thoughtful  perfons 
were  filled  with  anxiety. 

It  was  doubtful,  whether  the  Courts  of 
Law  could  proceed  without  ftamps  j  and 
it  was  certain  that  none  could  be  procured. 
Some  licentious  perfons  began  to  think 
that  debts  could  not  be  recovered,  and 
that  they  might  infult  their  creditors  with 
impunity.  On  the  jirft  appearance  of 
this  diforderly  fpirit,  aflbciations  were 
formed  at  Portfmouth,  Exeter  and  other 
places,  tofupport  theMagiftrates  and  pre- 
serve the  peace.  The  fifth  of  November 
had  always  been  obferved  as  a  day  of  hi- 
larity, in  remembrance  of  the  powder- 
plot.  On  the  following  night,  a  ftrong 
guard  was  kept  in  Portfmouth.  By  thefe 
precautions,  the  tendency  to  riot  was  fea- 
fonably  checked,  and  no  wafte  of  property 
or  perfonal  infult  was  committed  -,  though 
fome  obnoxious  characters  began  to  trem- 
ble for  their  fafety. 

When  MefTerve  arrived,  the  people  fup- 
pofed that  he  had  brought  his  commifiion 
with  him,  and  were  content  that  it  mould 
remain  in  his  own  hands,  being  rendered 

void 
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void  by  his  refignation.     But,  in  fact,  he    1765. 
did  not  receive  it  till  after  the  time  fixed     x"^*> 
for     the  operation  of     the    act.    Hav- 
ing fnown  his  inductions  to  the  Gover- 
nor, and  fome  other  public  officers,  it  was 
fufpected  that  he  intended  '  to  commence 
*  the  execution  of  his  office/     The  fohs        ,, 
of  liberty  were  alarmed ;  they  affembled    J^S 
by  beat  of  drum,  and  obliged  him  pub-  J5n-9* 
licly  to  deliver  up  his  commiffion  and  in- 
ftructions  ;  which  they  mounted  on  the 
point  of  a  fword,  and  carried  in  triumph 
through  the  town.     An  oath  was  admin- 
iftered  to  him  by  Juftice  Claget,  purport- 
ing that  he  would  neither  directly  nor  in- 
directly attempt  to  execute  his  office.    The 
mafter  of  a  fhip,  then  ready  to  fail  for 
England,  was  alfo  fwoni  to  deliver  the 
packet  containing  the  commiffion  and  in- 
fractions, as  it  was  directed.     It  was  firft 
addreffed  to   the  Commiffioners   of  the 
ftamp-office  in  London;  but  afterward 
it  was  enclofed  in  a  letter  to  the  agents  of 
the  Province,  refering  the  difpofal  of  it 
to  their  difcretion.   It  happened  to  arrive, 
when  great  exertions  were  making,  and  a 
ftrong  probability  exifted,  of  the  repeal  of 
the  ftamp-act.  The  agents  therefore  con- 
cealed the  packet,  and  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  fupprefs  the  intelligence  of  all 

thefe 


33o  HISTORY    OF 

1766.  thefe  proceedings;  that  no  irritation 
might  enfue  to  prevent  the  expected  re- 
peal. 

During  all  thefe  commotions,  Governor 
Wentworth  was  filent.    The  miniftry,  ei- 
ther by  accident  or  defign,  had  neglected 
to  fend  authentic  copies  of  the  ftamp-acl, 
to  fome  of  the  American  Governors,  and 
to  him  among  others.     There  had  been 
no  tumults,  which  rendered  his  interpofi- 
tion  neceffary.     He  was  in  the  decline  of 
life,  and  his  health  was  much  impaired. 
His  fortune  was  made,  and  it  lay  chiefly 
an  his  native  country.     One  of  the  rea- 
fons  given,  for  the  removal  of  his  prede- 
ceiTor,  was,  that  he  had  enjoyed  his  office 
ten  years  ;    Mr.   Wentworth   had   been 
twenty-five  years  in  the  chair,  and  ex- 
pected foon  to   be   fuperfeded.     It   was 
therefore  his  interefl,  not  to  put  himfelf 
forward  in  fupport  of  unpopular  mea- 
fures.     His    example  was   followed   by 
moft  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  Province, 
who  held  offices  under  the  Crown.     If 
any  of  them  were  fecretly  in  favor  of  the 
act,  they  were  reftrained  by  fear,  from  con- 
tradicting openly  the  voice  of  the  people. 
The  popular  fpirit  was  fufficiently  rouf- 
ed  to  join  in  any  mea.fures  which  might 
be  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  liberty. 

All 
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All  fear  of  the  confequence  of  proceeding  1766. 
in  the  public  bufinefs  without  ft  amps,  was  *— ^ 
gradually  laid  afide.  The  courts  of  law, 
and  cuflom  houfes  were  kept  open. 
Newspapers  circulated,  and  licenfes  for 
marriage,  without  ftamps,  were  publicly 
advertifed.  As  it  was  uncertain,  what 
might  be  the  event  of  the  petitions  to  the 
King  and  Parliament,  it  was  thought  befl, 
to  awaken  the  attention  of  the  merchants 
and  manufacturers  of  England,  by  an  a- 
greement  to  import  no  goods,  until  the 
itamp-acl:  fhould  be  repealed.  To  pro- 
vide for  the  worn:,  an  aifociation  was 
formed  by  the  *  fons  of  liberty'  in  all  the 
northern  Colonies,  to  fland  by  each  other, 
and  unite  their  whole  force,  for  the  pro- 
tection and  relief  of  any  who  might  be 
in  danger,  from  the  operation  of  this,  or 
any  other  oppreffive   a£h     The  letters 

.  r  MS  lftters 

which  pa(Ted  between  them,  on  this  occa-  ofthefons 
fion,  are  replete  with  expreffions  of  loyal- 
ty and  affection  to  the  King,  his  perfon, 
family  and  authority.  Had  there  been 
any  difaffection  to  the  royal  government, 
or  defireto  make  off  our  allegiance,  where 
would  the  evidence  of  it  be  more  likely  to 
be  found,  than  in  letters  which  pafled  be- 
tween bodies  of  men,  who  were  avowedly 
endeavoring,  to  form  an  union,  to  refift 

the 
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1766.    the  ufurped  authority  of  the  Britim  Lords 

v^— '    and  Commons  ?* 

The  idea  which  we  entertained  of  our 
political  connexion  with  the  Britim  em- 
pire, was,  that  the  King  was  its  fupreme 
head  ;  that  every  branch  of  it  was  a  per- 
fect State,  competent  to  its  own  internal 
legiflation,  but  fubject.  to  the  control  and 
negative  of  the  fovereign ;  that  taxation 
and  reprefentation  were  correlative,  and 
therefore  that  no  part  of  the  empire  could 
be  taxed,  but  by  its  own  Reprefentatives 
in  Affembly.  From  a  regard  to  the  gen- 
eral intereft,  it  was  conceded,  that  the  Par- 
liament of  Great-Britain,  reprefenting  the 
firfl  and  moft  powerful  branch  of  the  em- 
pire, might  regulate  the  exterior  com- 
merce of  the  whole.  In  Britain,  the  A- 
merican  governments  were  confidered  as 
corporations,  exifting  by  the  pleafure  of 
the  King  and  Parliament,  who  had  a 
right  to  alter  or  diflblve  them.  Our  laws 
were  deemed  bye-laws  j  and  we  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be,  in  all  cafes  of  legiflation  and 

taxation, 

*  From  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  many  perfons,  of  all  ranks, 
who  wereinftrumental  ofconducting  the  American  revolution,  through 
ail  its  ftages  ;  and  from  a  perufal  of  many  of  their  confidential  letters.j 
the  author  of  thefe  fheets  is  fully  fatisfted,  that  the  public  profeffions  of 
loyalty,  made  by  his  countrymen,  were  fincere  ;  and  that  the  moll  de- 
termined oppo'fers  of  the  ciaims  of  Parliament,  were  vcry'far  fromde- 
firing  a  difunion  of  the  Britiih,  empire,  till  they  were  driven  to  it  by 
necefTity. 
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taxation,  fubje6l  to  the  fupreme,  undefin-  1766. 
ed  power  of  the  Britifh  Parliament.  Be-  '  '  ' 
tween  claims  fo  widely  different,  there 
was  no  arbitrator  to  decide.  Temporary 
expedients,  if  wifely  applied,  might  have 
-preferved  peace ;  but  the  moil  delicate  and 
judicious  management  was  neceffary,  to 
prevent  irritation. 

When  the  commotions  which  had  hap- 
pened in  America,  were  known  in  Eng- 
land, a  circular  letter  was  written  to  the 
feveral  governors,  by  Secretary  Conway,  1765.!4' 
in  which  it  was  *  hoped  that  the  refinance 
c  to  the  authority  of  the  mother  country, 
c  had  only  found  place  among  the  lower 
(~  and  more  ignorant  of  the  people.' 
To  the  conftitutional  authority  (as  we 
underftood  it)  of  the  King  and  Parliament, 
there  had  been  no  refiftance  j  but  to  the 
affumed  authority,  of  our  fellow  fubjecls 
in  Britain,  over  our  property,  the  refin- 
ance began,  and  was  fupported  by  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  people,  in  their  Af- 
femblies.  Thofe-who  appeared  under  the 
name  of  <  the  fans  of  liberty'  were  chiefly 
tradefmen  of  reputation,  who  were  occa- 
fionally  aflifted  by  lawyers,  clergymen, 
and  other  perfons  of  literary  abilities. 
The  writings  of  Sydney  and  Locke  were 
produced,  in  evidence  of  the  juftice  of  our 

claims : 
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1 766.  claims ;  and  the  arguments  which  had  for- 
w"r""J  merly  been  ufed  in  England,  againft  the 
ufurpations  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  were 
adopted  and  repeated  by  us,  in  favor  of  our 
rights  and  liberties.  Political  inquiries 
were  encouraged,  and  the  eyes  of  the 
people  were  opened.  Never  was  a  fenti- 
ment  more  generally  adopted,  on  the  full- 
er!: conviction,  than  that  we  could  be  con- 
ftitutionally  taxed  by  none  but  our  own 
Reprefentatives  ;  and  that  all  afiumption 
of  this  power,  by  any  other  body  of  men, 
was  ufurpation  which  might  be  lawfully 
refitted. 

The  petitions  of  the  American  AiTem- 
blies,  enforced  by  the  agreement  for  non- 
importation, and  aided  by  the  exertions 
of  the  Britifh  merchants  and  manufactur- 
ers, induced  the  new  miniflry  to  recom- 
mend to  Parliament,  a  repeal  of  the  odi- 
March  18.  ous  ftamp-act.  It  was  accordingly  re- 
pealed j  not  on  the  true  principle  of  its 
repugnancy  to  the  rights  of  America  j 
but  on  that  of  political  expediency. 
Even  on  this  principle,  the  repeal  could 
be  obtained  by  no  other  means ;  than  by 
pafling,  at  the  fame  time,  a  declaratory 
aft,  aflerting  the  right  and  power,  of  the 
Britifh  Parliament,  '  to  bind  America,  in 
1  all  cafes  whatfoever,'  and  annulling  all 

the 


N  £  W-HAMPS  H  I-R  E.  335 

the  refolutions  of  our  Aflemblies,  in  which    1 766. 
they  had  claimed  the  right  of  exemption    v^r° 
from  Parliamentary  taxation. 

The  rejoicings  which  were  occafioned 
by  the  repeal  of  the  damp-act,  in  this 
country,  were  extravagantly  difpropor- 
tioned  to  the  object.  We  felt  a  transient 
relief  from  an  intolerable  burden  j  but 
the  claim  of  fovereign  power,  in  our  fellow 
fubjects,  to  take  our  property,  and  abridge 
our  liberty  at  their  pleafure,  was  eflablifn- 
ed  by  law.  Our  only  hope  was,  that 
they  would  profit  by  their  recent  experi- 
ence 5  and  whilft  they  enjoyed  the  pride 
of  feeing  their  claim  exiff.  on  paper,  would 
fufpend  the  exercife  of  it  in  future. 

With  the  repealing  and  declaratory 
acts,  a  circular  letter  came  from  Secretary 
Conway  5  in  which,  'the  lenity  and  ten- 
'  dernefs,  the  moderation  and  forbearance 

*  of  the  Parliament  toward  the  Colonies' 
were  celebrated  in  the  language  of  pane- 
gyric, and  we  were  called  upon,  to  mow 
our  {  refpectful  gratitude  and  cheerful 
c  obedience/  in  return  for  fuch  a  l  fignal 

*  difplay  of  indulgence  and  affection.' 
This  letter  enclofed  a  refolution  of  Parli- 
ament, that  thofe  perfons  who  had  '  fuf- 
5  fered  any  injury  or  damage,'  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  aftifting  to  *  execute  the 

'  late 
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ly 66.    *  late  aft,  ought  to  be  compenfated,  by 
'r^r*J    ]  the  Colonies j  in  which  fuch  injuries  were 
v  f  fuftained.' 

When  Governor  Wentworth  laid  this 
letter  before  the  ArTembly,  he  told  them 

June  25.  <  w-t^  pieafure  and  fatisfaction,  that  he 
c  had  no  requifition  of  this  kind  to  make/ 
MefTerve,  however,  applied  to  the  AlTem- 
bly to  grant  him  a  compenfation  for  the 
injuries  which  he  faid  he  had  fuffered.  A 
committee,  being  appointed  to  inquire  in- 
to the  ground  of  his  petition,  reported, 
c  that  he  had  fuffered  no  real  damage  either 
*  in  perfon  or  property  -3  but  that  when 
c  any  danger  had  been  expected,  guards 
£  had  been  appointed  to  protect  him.' 
Upon  this  report,  his  petition  was  difmiff- 
ed.  He  afterward  went  to  England  and 
obtained  the  office  of  Collector  of  the 
the  Cuftoms. 

At  this  feflion,  the  AfTembly  prepared 
a  refpectful  addrefs  to  the  King  and  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  on  account  of  the 
repeal ;  which  was  fent  to  England,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  {tamped  paper  and 
parchment,  which  had  been  depofited  at 
eallle  in  Bolton,  were  returned. 

Complaints  had  been  made  in  England 
againft  fome  of  the  American  Governors, 
and  other  public  officers,  that  exorbitant 

fees 
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fees  had  been  taken  for  the  paffing  of  pa-  1766. 
tents  for  land  ;  and  a  proclamation  had  u"~v  ' 
been  ifliied  by  the  Crown  and  publifhed  JJam  &tre 
in  the  Colonies,  threatning  fuch  perfons  Guetf> 
with  a  removal  from  office.  Governor  *i6*- 
Wentworth  was  involved  in  this  charge. 
He  had  alfo  been  accufed  of  negligence  in 
correfponding  with  the  King's  minifters ; 
of  informality  and  want  of  accuracy  in  his 
grants  of  land  $  and  of  paffing  acls  of 
Aflembly  refpecling  private  property , with- 
out a  fufpending claufe  'till  his  Majefty's 
*  pleafure  could  be  known.'  In  his  of- 
fice of  Surveyor-General  he  had  been 
charged  with  neglect,  of  duty,  and  with 
indulging  his  deputies  in  felling  and  waft- 
ing the  King's  timber.  By  whom  thefe 
complaints  were  made,  and  by  what  evi- 
dence they  were  fupported,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  difcover.  Certain  it  is,  that 
fuch  an  impreflion  was  made  on  the  minds 
of  the  miniftry,  that  a  refolution  was  ta- 
ken to  remove  him  -,  but  the  difficulties 
attending  the  ftamp-act,  caufed  a  delay  in 
the  appointment  of  a  fucceflbr.  When 
the  ferment  had  fubfided,  the  attention  of 
the  miniftry  was  turned  to  this  object. 
John  Wentworth,  fon  of  Mark  flunk- 
ing Wentworth,  and  nephew  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, was  then  in  England.  He  had  ap- 
X  peared 
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1766.  peared  at  Court,  as  a  joint  agent  with 
Mr.  Trecothick  in  prefenting  the  petition 
of  the  Province  againft  the  ftamp-act. 
He  had  become  acquainted  with  feveral 
families  of  high  rank  and  of  his  own 
name,  in  Yorkfhire,  and  in  particular 
with  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  miniftry.  By  his  in- 
dulgence, Mr.  Wentworth  prevailed  to 
foften  the  rigor  of  government  againft  his 
uncle.  Inftead  of  being  cenfured  and  re- 
moved from  office,  he  was  allowed  oppor- 
tunity to  rejign^  and  the  appearance  of  re- 
figning  in  favor  of  his  nephew,  who  was 
deftined  by  the  Marquis,  to  be  his  fuccef- 
for.  Having  received  his  commiffions, 
as   Governor    of  New-Hampfhire,   and 

Auguftn.  Surveyor  of  the  King's  woods  in  North 

America,  Mr.  Wentworth  failed  from  Eng- 

^„    land,  and  arrived  at  Charleftown,  in  South- 

\LJS  Carolina.     Thence  he  travelled  through 

March*  the  continent,  regiftering  his  commirTion 
of  Surveyor  in  each  of  the  Colonies,  and 
was  received  at  Portfmouth,  with  every 
mark  of  refpect  and  affeclion.  This  ap- 
pointment, made  by  a  popular  miniftry, 
was  peculiarly  grateful  to  the  people  of 
New-Hampfhire,  by  whom  Mr.  Went- 
worth was  well  known  and  much  efteem- 
eck 

In 
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In  addition  to  what  has  been  faid,  of  1767. 
the  fuperfeded  Governor,  it  may  be  ob-    ^— v— ' 
ferved ;  that  his  natural  abilities  were  nei- 
ther brilliant  nor  contemptible.     As  a 
private  gentleman  he  was  obliging,  and 
as  a  merchant  honorable.     He  was  gene- 
rous and  hofpitable  to  his  friends ;  but 
his  paffions  were  flrong  and  his  refent- 
ments  lafting;     He   was  fubjecl  to  fre- 
quent and  long  continued  viiits  of  the  gout  $ 
a  diflemper  rather  unfriendly  to  the  vir- 
tue of  patience.     In  his  deportment  there 
was  an  appearance  of  haughtinefs,  con- 
tracted by  his  reiidence  in  Spain,  where 
he  learned  the  manners  of  the  people  of 
rank}  as  well  as  the  maxims  of  their  gov- 
ernment.    He  thought  it  beft  that  thd 
higheii  offices,  mould  be  filled  with  men 
of  property  -,  and  though  in  fome  inftan-^ 
ces  he  deviated  from  this  principle,  yet,  in 
others,  he  adhered  to  it  fo  clofeiy,  as  to 
difregard  more  necefTary  qualifications. 

In  the  former  part  of  his  adminiftra-* 
tion,  he  was  fcrupulous  in  obeying  his 
inftruclions,  and  inflexible  in  maintaining 
the  prerogative.  In  conducting  the  ope- 
rations of  two  fucceffive  wars,  his  atten- 
tion to  the  fervice  was  very  confpicuous  * 
and  he  frequently  received  letters  of 
thanks,  from  the  Generals,  and  other  of- 
X  2  ficers 
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1767.  fleers  of  the  Britifh  troops  employed  in 
^-"*    '    America. 

He  was  clofeiy  attached  to  the  intereft 
of  the  church  of  England ;  and  in  his 
grants  of  townfhips,  referved  a  right  for 
the  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel,  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  A  project  was 
formed  during  his  adminiftration,  to  efiab- 
lifh.  a  college  in  New-Hampfhire.  When 
he  was  applied  to  for  a  charter,  he  declin- 
ed giving  it,  unlefs  the  college  were  put 
under  the  direction  of  the  Bifhop  of  Lon- 
don. But,  when  a  grant  was  made  by 
the  AfTembly,  of  three  hundred  pounds 
flerling,  to  Harvard  College,  where  he  had 
received  his  education,  to  repair  the  de- 
ftruction  which  it  had  fufFered  by  fire ; 
he  confented  to  the  vote,  and  his  name  is 
inferibed  on  an  alcove  of  the  library,  as  a 
benefactor,  in  conjunction  with  the  name 
of  the  Province. 

In  his  appointment  of  civil  and  milita- 
ry officers,  he  was  frequently  governed 
by  motives  of  favor,  or  prejudice  to  par- 
ticular perfons,  When  he  came, to  the 
chair  he  found  but  twenty-five  Juftices  of 
the  Peace  in  the  whole  Province ;  but  in 
the  firfr.  commiffion  which  he  iilued,  he 
nominated  as  many  in  the  town  of  Portf- 
mouth  only.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  time, 
appointments  of  this  kind  became  fo  num- 
erous 


s 


N  E  W-H  AMPSHIRE. 


34* 


erous,  and  were  fo  eafily  procured,  that   1767 
the  office  was  rendered  contemptible.* 

Notwithstanding 

*  The  following  pafquinade  was  publifhed  in  the  Portfmouth  Mer- 
cury of  October  7,  1765.  It  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  written  by  the 
late  Judge  Parker,  and  was  intitled 

THE    SILVER    AGE. 

In  days  of  yore,  and  pious  times, 
Great  care  was  had  to  punifh  crimes  ; 
When  confervators /wi-s  fought 
To  keep  good  order  as  they  ought. 
This  office  then,  was  no  great  booty, 
Small  were  the  fees,  though  great  the  duty. 
But  when  a  law,  the  old  restriction 
Dock'd— and  enlarg'd  the  jurifdiction  ; 
His  Worfliip  had  a  right  to  hold, 
In  civil  plea,  a  pound  twice  told. 
The  port  was  then  thought  worth  pnfTeifing, 
For  'twas  attended  with  a  blefilng. 
But  (till,  in  after  times  it  grew 
Much  better,  as  our  tale  will  (hew  ; 
When,  as  it  goes  by  common  fame, 
Two  pounds  and  forty  were  the  fame.     [By  depreciation} 
Then  civil  fuits  began  to  thrive, 
And  claims  grown  obfolete  revive. 
But  when  their  Worfiiips,  manifold, 
Like  men  divinely  biefs'd  of  old, 
Were  bid  '  C'  increafe  and  multiply,* 
Obfequious  rofe  a  nuru'rous  fry, 
Who,  ever  prompt,  and  nigh  at  hand, 
•    Could  fcatter  jnftice  through  the  land. 
Then,  with  important  air  and  look, 
The  fons  of  Lyttleton  and  Coke 
Swarming  appear'd,  to  mind  the  Squirc3  ; 
What  honors  fuch  a  pod  requires  ! 
Thefe  (kilful  clerks,  always  attending, 
Help'd  to  difpatchail  matters  pending; 
Took  caie  thatjudgment  (as  it  mould) 
Was  render'd  for  the  man  that  fued  ; 
Aided  their  honors  to  indite, 
Arid  figri 'd  for  thofe  who  could  not  write. 
Who  but  muft  think  thefe,  happy  times, 
When  men,  adroit  to  punilh  crimes 
Were  clofe  at  hand  ?  and  what  is  better, 
Made  every  little  tardy  debtor 
Fulfil  his  contract,  and  to  boot, 
Pay  twice  his  debt  in  cods  of  fuit. 

This  was  the  happy  diver  age 
When  magistrates,  profoundly  fage, 
O'erfpread  the  land  ;  and  made,  it  feems, 
f  Juftice  run  down  the  (treets  in  dreams.' 

X3 


342  HISTORYOF 

1767.  Notwithflanding  fome  inftances,  in 
v~v— '  which  a  want  of  magnanimity  was  too 
confpicuous,  his  adminiftration  was,  in 
other  refpects,  beneficial.  Though  he 
was  highly  cenfured,  for  granting  the  beft 
Jands  of  the  Province  to  the  people  of  v 
Mailachufetts  and  Connecticut,  with 
views  of  pecuniary  reward;  vet,  the 
true  intereft  of  the  country  was  certain-  jj 
ly  promoted;  becauie  the  grantees  in 
general,  were  better  hufbandmen  than 
the  people  of  New-Hampfhire. 

In  thofe  cafes,  where  diflatisfaction  ap- 
peared, it  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  nature 
of  a  royal  government,  in  which  the  arif- 
tocratic  feature  was  prominent,  and  the 
democratic  too  much  deprefled.  The 
people  of  New-Hampfhire,  though  in- 
creafing  in  numbers,  had  not  the  privi- 
lege of  an  equal  reprefentation.  The 
aim  of  mofr.  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who 
received  their  appointments  from  abroad, 
was  rather,  to  pleafe  their  matters,  and 
fecure  the  emoluments  of  their  offices, 
than  to  extend  benefits  to  the  people, 
or  condefcend  to  their  prejudices.  They 
did  not  feel  thier  dependence  on  them, 
as  the  lource  of  power;  nor  their  re- 
fponfibility  to  them  for  its  exercife.   And, 

the 
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the  people  themfelves  Had  not  that  juft  1767. 
idea  of  their  own  weight  and  importance* 
which-  they  acquired,  when  the  contro- 
verfy  with  the  Britifh  government  call- 
ed up  their  attention  to  their  native 
rights. 


X4  CHAP. 
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C    HA    P.      XXIV. 

Adminif ration  of  John  Went  worth  the 
fecond.  New  attempt  to  force  a  revenue 
from  America.  EJiablifiment  of  Dart- 
mouth College.  Divifon  of  the  Province 
into  Counties.  Death  o/BenningWent^ 
worth.  Complaint  of  Peter  Livius 
againft  the  Governor.  Its  ijfue.  Progrefs 
cf  the  jcontroverjy  with  Great -Britain. 
War.  Diffblutian  of  B>ritiJJj  government 
in  Ncw-Hampfiir-e. 


*  | '  ^HE  genius,  as  well  as  the  intereft 
j 767.  A  °^  t^le  new  Governor,  led  him  to 
< — r-r1.  cultivate  the  good  will  of  the  people.  He 
was  grandfon,  by  his  mother,  to  the  late 
agent  John  Rindge,  who  had  been  inftru^ 
mental  of  eftablifhing  the  boundaries  of 
the  Province,  and  had  advanced  a  large 
fum  for  that  purpofe.  His  family,  who 
had  long  complained  of  ingratitude  and 
neglect,  were  now  amply  gratified,  not 
only  by  the  advancement  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernor, but  by  his  recommending  feveral 
other  gentlemen,  who  were  connected 
with  it,  to  fill  vacant  feats  at  the  Council 
board,   and  other  offices  of  government. 

Several 
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Several  gentlemen  of  other  reipectable  fa-  1767. 
milies,  who  had  been  treated  with  neglect, 
in  the  preceding  adminiftration,  were  alfo 
taken  into  favor  5  and  a  fpirit  of  concilia- 
tion, among  thofe  who  had  formerly  been 
at  variance,  feemed  to  mark  the  beginning 
of  this  adminiftration  with  fair  omens  of 
peace  and  fuccefs. 

Being  in  the  prime  of  life,  active  and 
enterprising  in  his  difpcfition,  polite  and 
ealy  in  his  addrefs,  and  placed  in  the  chair 
by  the  fame  minirler  who  had  procured 
the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-acl,  to  which  event 
his  own  agency  had  contributed  y  Mr. 
Wentworth  enjoyed  a  great  fhare  of  pop- 
ular favor  -,  which  was  much  heightened 
when  his  conduct  was  viewed  in  contraft 
with  that  of  fome  other  Governors  in  the 
neighbouring  Provinces.  Though  bred 
a  merchant,  he  had  a  tafte  for  agriculture, 
and  entered  vigorously  into  the  fpirit  of 
cultivation.  He  frequently  traverfed  the 
f orefts  j  explored  the  ground  for  new  roads ; 
and  began  a  plantation  for  himfelf  in  the 
townfhip  of  Wolfborough,  on  which  he 
expended  large  fums,  and  built  an  elegant 
houfe.  His  example  wras  influential  on 
other  landholders,  wTho  alfo  applied  them- 
feives  in  earner!:  to  cultivate  the  wilder- 
nefs, 

The 
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.1767.  The  improvement  of  the  country  at 
*— *— -'  this  time  occupied  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New-Hampfhire,  and  took  off  their 
attention,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  the 
view  of  thofe  political  difficulties,  which 
were  occafioned  by  a  new  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, laying  duties  on  paper,  glafs,  paint- 
ers' colors,  and  tea  j  and  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  board  of  Commiffioners  for  collecting 
the  American  revenue.  In  the  other  Co- 
lonies, particularly  in  MafTachufetts,  thefe 
duties  had  become  a  fubject  of  altercation 
and  ferious  alarm,  being  grounded  on  the 
right  which  the  Parliament  had  afTumed 
of  c  binding  America  in  all  cafes  whatfo- 
'  ever.'  The  only  remedy  was  to  be  found 
in  frugality,  non-importation,  and  domes- 
tic manufactures.  Thefe  things  were  re- 
commended, and,  in  fome  meafure,  com- 
plied with;  and  by  means  of  thefe  exer- 
tions, the  revenue  fell  fhort  of  the  fan- 
guine  expectations  which  its  advocates 
had  formed. 

The  popularity  of  the  Governor  of  New- 
Ham  pfhire,  and  the  influence  of  his  nu- 
merous friends  and  connexions,  who  were 
of  the  principal  families  and  the  richeft 
merchants  in  the  Province,  prevented  the 
adoption  of  a  non-importation  agreement 

in 
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in  Portfmouth,*  till  the  merchants  in  fome  1 767, 
of  the  other  Colonies  threatned  to  with-  v— *— ' 
hold  any  mercantile  intercourfe  with  them. 
A  plan  of  the  fame  kind  was  then  (1770) 
formed ;  and  the  union  of  fo  many  Colo- 
nies, in  this  meafure,  caufed  the  manufac- 
turers in  Great-Britain  to  experience  dif- 
trefles  of  the  fame  nature  with  thole  occa- 
fioned  by  the  ftamp-acl  j  and  to  exert 
their  influence  for  a  repeal  of  the  new  rev- 
enue law,  which  was  in  part  effected.  All 
the  duties,  excepting  that  on  tea,  were 
taken  off.  This  relaxation,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Atlantic,  produced  a  relaxation 
here.  The  miniftry  in  Great-Britain  was 
frequently  changed  j  and  no  uniform  fyf- 
tem  either  of  coercion  or  lenity  was  adopted. 
The  oppofition  on  this  fide  languifhed  for 
want  of  unanimity.  The  more  candid 
among  us  were  willing  to  fuppofe  that 
Britain  would  never  lay  any  more  duties  j 
and  there  was  fome  foundation  for  this 
fuppofition,  as  far  as  letters  from  minif- 
ters  of  ftate,  and  fpeeches  from  provincial 
Governors  might  be  depended  on.     The 

tax 

*  (  We  cannot  depend  on  the  countenance  of  many  perfor.s  of  the 
4  firft  rank  here  ;   for  royal   commiffions  and  family  connexions  influ- 

*  ence  the  principal  gentlemen  among  us,  at  leaft  to  keepfdence  in  thefc 

*  evil  times.     The  prefs  here  has  never  been  openly  attacked;  but  the 
4  printer  remembers  what  he  once  fuflcied,    at  Bofton  ;    and   is  eafily 

*  kept  in  awe  by  more  private  rebukes.' 

MS  letter  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  in  Portsmouth,  to  thofe  in  Bofton. 
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1767.  tax  on  tea  was  referved  as  a  latent  fpark 
^ — '  to  rekindle  the  controverfy. 

When  the  Governor,  at  his  firfr.  meet- 
ing the  AfTembly,  according  to  the  cuflom 
on  fuch  occafions,  recommended  to  them 
.  the  eftablifhment  of  an  f  adequate,  honor- 

journal  of  >  \       1  , 

Affeqjbiy.  able  and  permanent  ialary,  they  made 
fome  hefitation,  on  account  of  a  report, 
that  the  falaries  of  the  American  Govern- 
ors were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue. 
On  being  allured,  that  if  fuch  a  general 
eftablifhment  mould  take  place,  it  would 
be  fo  guarded  as  to  prevent  his  receiving 
any  reward  from  the  AfTembly  j  they  fram- 

sept.  30.  ed  a  vote,  granting  feven  hundred  pounds 
per  annum  during  hisadminiftration  (dol- 
lars being  then  fixed  at  fix  millings.)  The 
fund  appropriated  to  the  falary  was  the 
excife,  and  in  cafe  of  its  infuniciency,  oth- 
er provifion  was  made.  But  the  vote  was 
limited  with  an  exception,  '  unlefs  provi- 
c  fion  fhall  be  made  by  Parliament.'  When 
thequeftion  was  put,  the  Houfe  was  equal-* 
ly  divided,  and  the  Speaker,  Peter  Gilman, 
turned  it  againft  a  permanent  falary.  It 
was  therefore  voted  from  year  to  year,  and 
generally  amounted  to  feven  hundred 
pounds  ;  befides  which  an  allowance  was 
made  for  houfe-rent,  from  fixty  or  feventy 
to  one  hundred  pounds. 

Among 
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Among  the  improvements  which,  dur-  1769. 
ing  this  adminiftration,  were  made  in  the  ' — *"J 
Province,  one  of  the  moft  confpicuous, 
was  the  eftabliihment  of  a  feminary  of  lite- 
rature. It  was  founded  on  a  projection  of 
Doctor  Eleazer  Wheelock,  of  Lebanon  in 
Connecticut,  for  the  removal  of  his  Indian 
charity  fchool. 

The  firft  deiign  of  a  fchool  of  this  kind 
was   conceived   by  Mr.  John   Sergeant, 
Miffionary  to  the  Indians  at  Stockbridge.  Hopkim*« 
A  rambling  mode  of  life,  and  a  total  want  the  Houfa- 

r .  r  .  ,.,  .  ton  nock. 

01  letters,  were  ever  unrnendly  to  the  prop-  Indians, 
agation  of  religious  knowledge  among  the  in  ' 
favages  of  America.  That  worthy  miffi- 
onary, intent  on  the  bufinefs  of  his  pro- 
feffion,  and  having  obferved  the  progrefs 
made  by  fome  of  the  younger  Indians, 
who  refided  in  the  Englifh  families,  in 
reading  and  other  improvements,  conceiv- 
ed the  benevolent  idea  of  changing  their 
-whole  habit  of  thinking  and  acting  \  and 
railing  them  from  their  native  indolence 
to  a  itate  of  civilization ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  by  introducing  the  Englifh  language, 
inftead  of  their  own  barren  dialect,  to  in- 
ftil  into  their  minds  the  principles  of  mo- 
rality and  religion. 

To  accomplifh  this  deiign,  he  procured 
benefactions  from  many  well  difpofed 
perfons  both  here  and  in  England ;  and 

began 


s5o  HISTORY    Of 

1769.  began  a  fchool  at  Stockbridge  5  where  the 
v*nr*'    Indian  youth  were  to  be  maintained,  un- 
der the  inftruction  of  two  matters ;  one 
to  overfee  their  ftudies,   and   the  other  . 
their  field  labor ;   whilft  a  matron  friould 
■    direct  the  female  children  in  acquiring  the 
(1749)    arts  of  domeftic  life.     Death  put  an  end 
to  the  labors  of  this  excellent  man  before 
his  plan  could  be  accomplished. 

This  defign  was  revived  by  Wheelock. 
Having  made  fome  experiments,  he  was 
t'<7**)  encouraged  to  proceed,  by  the  tractable 
difpofition  of  the  Indian  youths,  and  their 
proficiency  in  learning  ;  but  efpecially,  by 
the  numerous  benefactions,  which  he  re- 
whee-  ceived  from  the  friends  of  religion  and 
<S  narra-  humanity.  Among  which,  a  donation  of 
Jofhua  Moor,  of  Mansfield,  being  the  larg- 
ett,  in  the  infancy  of  the  inftitution,  de- 
termined its  name  '  Moor's  fchool.' 

To  increafe  the  means  of  improvement, 
charitable  contributions  were  folicited  in 
different  parts  of  America,  in  England, 
and  in  Scotland.  The  money  collected 
in  England,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
Board  of  Truftees,  of  whom  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth  was  at  the  head ;  and  that 
collected  in  Scotland  was  committed  to 
the  fociety  for  promoting  chriftian  know- 
ledge. 

As 
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As  an  improvement  on  the  original  1769, 
defign,  a  number  of  Englifh  youths  were 
educated  with  the  Indians,  both  in  lite- 
rary and  agricultural  exercifes ;  that  their 
example  might  invite  the  Indians  to  the 
love  of  thole  employments,  and  abate  the 
prejudice  which  they  have  univerfally  im- 
bibed, that  it  is  beneath  the  dignity  of 
man  to  delve  in  the  earth. 

As  the  number  of  fcholars  increafed, 
it  became  neceiiary  to  erecl:  buildings, 
and  extend  cultivation.  That  part  of 
the  country  in  which  the  fchookwas  firfl 
placed,  being  filled  with  inhabitants,  a  re- 
moval was  contemplated.  When  this 
intention  was  publicly  known,  offers 
were  made  by  private  and  public  perfons 
in  feveral  of  the  neighboring  Colonies. 
The  wary  forefight  of  the  founder,  aided 
by  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Truflees, 
in  England,  led  him  to  accept  an  invita- 
tion made  by  the  Governor,  and  other 
gentlemen  of  New-Hampfhire.  The 
townlhip  of  Hanover,  on  the  eaftern  bank 
of  Connecticut  river,  was  finally  deter- 
mined on,  as  the  moft  convenient  fituation 
for  the  fchool ;  to  which  the  Governor 
annexed  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  an 
univerfity,  which  took  the  name  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  from  its  benefactor,  the 

Earl 
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1769.  Earl  of  Dartmouth.     Of  this  univerfity, 
^"""^    Doftor  Wheelock  was  declared  the  found- 
er and  the  Prefident  j  with  power  to  nom- 
inate his  fucceffor,  in  his  lafi:  will.     A 
Board  of  twelve  Truftees  was  conftituted, 
with  perpetual  fucceffion  ;  and  the  college 
was  endowed  with  a  large  landed  eftate, 
confifting  of  one  whole  townfhip  (Lan~ 
daff)  befides  many  other  tracts  of  land, 
in  different  fituations,  amounting  in  the 
whole,    to    forty- four    thoufand    acres. 
One  valuable  lot,  of  five  hundred  acres, 
in  the  townfhip  of  Hanover,  given  by  the 
late  Governor,  Benning  Went  worth,  was 
fixed  upon  as  the  fite  of  the  fchool  and 
college.     Befides  thefe  donations  of  land, 
the  amount  of  three  hundred  and  forty 
pounds  flerling,  was  fubfcribed,  to  be  paid 
in   labor,  provifions,  and  materials  for 
building.     With   thefe  advantages,    and 
the  profpecl;  of  a  rapidly  increafing  neigh- 
borhood, in  a  fertile  foil,  on  both   fides 
of  Connecticut  river,    Doctor  Wheelock 

1770.  removed  his  family  and  fchool  into  the 
<--v->    wildernefs.     At  nrfr,  their  accommoda- 

tions'were  fimilar  to  thofe  of  other  fettlers, 
on  new  lands.  They  built  huts  of  green 
logs,  and  lived  in  them,  till  a  proper  edi- 
fice could  be  erected.  The  number  of 
fcholars,  at  this  time,  was  twenty-four  $ 

of 
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tif  which  eighteen  were  whites,  and  the    1770. 
reft  Indians.  '    v""~l 

Experience  had  taught  Doctor  Whee- 
lock,  that  his  Indian  youths,  however  well 
educated,  were  not  to  be  depended  on  for 
inftru&ors  of  their  countrymen.  Of  forty  No.T".I7p. 
who  had  been  under  his  care,  twenty  had 
returned  to  the  vices  of  favage  life  j  and 
fbme  whom  he  efteemed  *  fubjects  of  di- 

*  vine  grace,  had  not  kept  their  garments 

*  unfpotted.*  It  was,  therefore,  in  his 
view,  neceffary  that  a  greater  proportion 
of  Engiifh  youths  mould  be  educated,  to 
lerve  as  miilionaries,  and  overfee  the  con- 
duct of  the  Indian  teachers.  This  was 
given  as  the  grand  reafon,  for  uniting  the 
college  with  the  Indian  fchool,  and  placing 
it  under  the  fame  government ;  though  the 
appropriations  were  diftinc~tly  preferved. 
That  the  general  Concerns  of  the  inftitu- 
tion  might  be  better  regulated,  and  the 
intrufion  of  vicious  perfons  within  the 
purlieus  of  the  college  prevented  ;  a 
diftricl:  of  three  miles  fquare  was  put  un- 
der its  jurifdiction,  and  the  Prefident  was 
invefled  with  the  office  of  a  magiftrate. 
In  177 1,  a  commencement  was  held,  and 
the  firfl  degrees  were  conferred,  on  four 

Y  fhidentsj 
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1770.  fludents ;  one  of  whom  was  John  Whee- 
'*—^J  lock,  the  fon  and  fucceflor  of  the  founder. 
Another  improvement  was  made  about 
the  fame  time,  by  dividing  the  Province 
into  counties.  This  had  been  long  fought, 
but  could  not  be  obtained.  The  incon- 
venience to  which  the  people  in  the  wehV 
ern  parts  of  the  Province  were  fubject,  by 
reafon  of  their  difrance  from  Portfmouth,, 
where  all  the  Courts  were  held,  was  ex- 
tremely burdenfome  >  whiift  the  conveni- 
ence and  emoluments  of  office  were  enjoy-, 
ed  by  gentlemen  in  that  vicinity.  Some 
attempts  to  divide  the  Province  had  been 
made  in  the  former  administration  5  but. 
without  effect.  The  rapid  increafe  of  in- 
habitants for  feveral  years,  made  a  divinon 
fo  neeeffary,  that  it  had  become  one  of 
the  principal  fubjects  of  debate,  in  the  Af- 
lembly,  from  the  time  of  the  Governor 's 
arrival.  Several  feffions  pahed  before  all 
points  could  be  adjufled.  The  number 
of  counties,,  and  the  lines  of  divifion,  were 
not  eafily  agreed  to,  and  a  punctilio  of 
prerogative  about  the  erecting  of  Courts, 
made  fome  difficulty  y  but  it  was  finally 
determined,  that  the  number  of  counties 
mould  be  five  ;  and  the  Courts  were  eftab- 
liilied  by  .an  act  of  the  wl^ole  legiflature. 
It  was  paged  with  a  claufe,  fufpending  its 

operation, 
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operation,  till  the  King's  pleafure  mould  J  771* 
be  known.  The  royal  approbation  being  ' — <— ' 
obtained,  it  took  effect  in  1771.  The 
five  counties  were  named  by  the  Governor, 
after  fome  of  his  friends  in  England ; 
Rockingham, Strafford,Hillmorough,Che- 
fhire,  and  Grafton.  The  counties  of  Straf- 
ford anil  Grafton  being  much  lefs  popu- 
lous, than  the  others,  were  to  remain  an- 
nexed to  the  county  of  Rockingham,  till 
the  Governor,  by  advice  of  Council,  fhould 
declare  them  competent  to  the  exercife  of 
their  refpective  jurifdi&ions ;  which  was 
done  in  1773. 

The  year  1771  was  aifo  diftinguifhed 
by  the  abolition  of  paper  currency.  Sil- 
ver and  gold  had  been  gradually  introduc- 
ed, and  the  paper  had  for  feveral  years 
been  called  in  by  taxes.  The  time  limited 
for  its  exigence  being  now  come,  it  total- 
ly difappeared. 

The  death  of  the  late  Governor  produc- 
ed coniequences  which  materially  affected  oa.  I4 
his  fucceffor.  This  family  had  been  for  \^°-  M' 
many  years  of  the  firil.  rank  in  the  Prov- 
ince, and  fame  of  its  members  and  connex- 
ions had  held  the  principal  offices.  In 
fuch  a  cafe,  domefYic  union  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  necefiary  topreferve  public  hon- 
or. The  late  Governor,  though  fuperfed- 
«,u  Y  2  ed, 
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1 77 1.  ed,  had  been  treated  with  every  mark  of 
^^  refpetl  >  and  having  no  children,  it  was 
expected  that  his  fucceflor  would  be  his 
principal  heir.  A  later  will,  made  in  fa- 
vor of  his  young  widow,  and  unknown 
till  after  his  death,  caufed  a  fudden  difap- 
pointment ;  which,  if  it  had  evaporated 
In  private  reflections  only,  might  have 
pafled  among  the  infirmities  incident  to 
humanity,  and  with  them  might  have 
been  configned  to  oblivion  -,  for  it  is  be- 
neath the  dignity  of  hiftory,  to  record  the 
altercations  of  families,  unlefs  they  are 
connected  with  public  tranfaclions,  or 
events. 

Antiquated  claims  upon  the  late  Gover- 
nor's eftate  were  revived  -,  and  law-fuits 
were  commenced,  which  probably  would 
not  have  been  agitated,  if  the  expected 
difpofition  had  been  made.  But  the  moft 
alarming  effect  of  this  unhappy  difappoint- 
ment  was  a  queftion,  which  the  Governor 
moved  in  Council,  '  whether  the  referva- 
'  tions  of  five  hundred  acres,  in  feveral 

March  19.  '  . 

'  townlhips,  made  by  the  late  Governor, 
dtion  of "  c  Benning  Wentworth,  in  the  charter 
the"  com..  f  grants,  conveyed  the  title  to  him  ?'  The 
Council  determined  this  queftion  in  the 
negative.  The  Governor  then  afked, 
whether  they  would  advife  him  to  grant 

the 
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tne  laid  trslcls,  to  mch  of  his  Majefty's  1771. 
fubjecls,  as  mould  fettle  and  cultivate  the  y**r*J 
fame  ?  To  this  they  gave  their  afTent. 
Seven  of  the  Counfellors  prefent  on  this 
occalion  were  the  Governor's  relations. 
The  eighth  was  Peter  Livius,  a  gentle- 
man of  foreign  extraction,  who  entered 
his  difTent.  He  had  for  feveral  years  ferv- 
ed  as  a  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas  -,  but 
on  the  divifion  of  the  Province  into  coun- 
ties, it  was  neceffary  to  ifTue  new  commif- 
fions.  Finding  himfelf  overlooked  in  the 
appointment  of  officers,  and  his  private 
afrairs  calling  him  abroad,  he  failed  for 
England,  and  there  exhibited  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  articles  of  complaint  againfl  JJJ^ 
the  Governor  and  his  Council.  Ju,y  9- 

The  firfl  was,  that  the  Governor  and 
Council,  without  any  legal  procefs,  or  the 
intervention  of  a  jury,  had  deprived  the 
grantees  under  the  Crown  of  their  lands, 
on  fuggeftion  only  that  the  conditions 
had  not  been  fulfilled. 

The  fecond  was,  that  the  duty  paid  by 
foreign  fhipping,  commonly  called  pow^ 
der  money,  had  not  been  accounted  for, 
fmce  the  year  174 1  >  and  that  the  Council 
had  refufed  to  join  with  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  in  an  inquiry  into  this  matter  in  the 
year  1768. 

Y  3  The 
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1772.  The  third  was,  that  the  Governor  had 
t-"v~"J  moved  in  Council,  that  the  lands  referved 
to  the  late  Governor,  in  the  charters  of 
townfhips,  mould  be  regranted  to  himfelf, 
through  the  medium  of  another  perfon  •, 
and  that  the  proteft  of  the  complainant, 
againft  the  legality  of  this  proceeding, 
was  rejected. 

The  fourth  was,  that  in  confequence  of 
the  oppofition,  which  he  was  in  duty- 
bound  thus  to  make,  he  had  been  injuri- 
oufly  treated,  and  had  received  perfonal 
abufe  from  the  Governor. 

The  fifth  was,  that  pending  an  action  in 
the  Common  Pleas,  brought  by  the  Gover- 
nor, though  in  other  names ,  the  J  udges  had 
feveral  times  been  changed,  till  a  queftion 
on  a  point  of  law  was  determined  in  favor 
of  the  Governor* 

The  fixth  article  Hated,  that  the  com- 
plainant had  expected  to  prove  feveral  of 
the  above  facts,  by  referring  to  copies  of 
the  Council  records  in"  their  Lordfhip's 
office ;  but  was  furprifed  to  find  that  the 
Governor  had  difobeyed  his  inftructions 
in  not  fending  them. 

The  memorial  concluded  with  a  gene- 
ral charge  of  partiality  anting  from  the 
family  connexions  of  the  Governor  and 
Council. 

«  Copies 
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Copies  of  this  memorial  were  feat  to    1772* 
the  Governor  and  Council,  who  feparately 
prepared  and  returned  diftincl  answers  to 
the  feveral  articles  of  complaint. 

To  the  firfl,  it  was  faid,  that  the  re*- 
iumption  of  grants  forfeited  by  non-com- 
pliance  with  the  conditions  of  fettlement 
was  fuppotted  by  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney and  Solicitor  General,  given  in 
1752  ;  that  the  invariable  ufage  in  thefe 
cafes,  had  been  to  hTue  notice  to  delinquent 
proprietors,  that  they  mould  appear  on  a 
fet  day,  and  fhew  caufe  why  their  fhares 
fhould  not  be  forfeited  and  regranted  -, 
that  their  allegations  had  been  always 
treated  with  proper  refpect,  and  that  no 
complaint  of  injuftice  had  been  made. by 
any  perfons  whofe  grants  had  been  thus 
refumed. 

To  the  fecond  it  was  anfwered,  that 
the  amount  of  powder-money,'  during  the 
former  adminiftration,  though  long  neg-» 
lected,  had  been  lately  recovered ;  and 
that  fince  1768,  it  had  been  regularly  ac- 
counted for.  The  reafon  for  the  non- 
concurrence  of  the  Council,  with  the  vote 
for  inquiring  into  this  matter,  was  their 
refpecl  to  the  royal  prerogative,  conceiv- 
ing that  the  Houfe  had  no  concern  with 
the  matter. 

Y  4  To 
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1772.  To  the  third  article,  it  was  faid,  that 
Unr*"'  the  late  Governor,  confcious  of  the  infufr 
ficiency  of  his  title,  had  folicited  his  fuc- 
ceflor  for  grants  of  thefe  refervations, 
which  he  had  declined  giving,  unlefs  a 
mandamus  from  the  King  could  be  pro- 
cured ;  that  this  uncertainty  had  prevented 
his  alienating  them  -y  that  in  confequence, 
they  were  uncultivated  and  forfeited ;  that 
fome  of  thefe  lands  had  been  regranted  to 
other  perfonsj  but  that  the  prefent  Gover- 
nor had  no  intereft  directly  or  indirectly  in 
them.  The  Council  denied,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor had  ever  propofed  the  granting  of 
thefe  lands  to  himfelf,  through  another 
perfon.  They  alfo  denied  that  the  diflent 
of  the  memorialift  had  been  refufed. 

The  charge  of  perfonal  abufe,  in  the 
fourth  article,  was  contradicted  and  re- 
torted; but  it  was  conceded,  that  the 
Governor  had  told  him  that  his  reafons  oi 
diflent  were  not  founded  in  truth. 

In  aniwer  to  the  fifth  article,  it  was 
acknowledged,  that  the  action  was  brought 
for  the  Governor's  benefit  j  but  that  an] 
unfair  means  were  ufed  to  influence  the 
Court  was  denied.  This  denial  was  cor- 
roborated by  the  depofitions  of  the  Judges 
themfelves,  and  of  the  Attorneys  who  were 
concerned  in  the  fuit.     It  was  alfo  provec 

that 
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that  the  judgment  of  the  Court  on  the    1772. 


t»«-v— » 


queftion  of  law,  was  of  no  moment,  being 
reverfed  by  the  Superior  Court,  before 
which  the  caufe  was  carried  by  appeal. 

To  the  iixth  article,  it  was  anfwered, 
that  the  Governor  had  directed  the  Secre- 
tary to  furnifh  him  with  copies  of  all  the 
public  tranfactions  which  had  ufually 
been  fent  to  England,  and  that  he  had  re- 
gularly tranfmitted  them.  But  it  appear- 
ed from  the  affidavit  of  the  Secretary,  that 
in  June  1760,  the  late  Governor  had  or- 
dered him  not  to  tranfcribe  the  minutes 
of  the  Council,  when  fitting  without 
the  AfTembly,  unlefs  fpecially  directed  5 
and  fmce  that  time  it  had  been  ufual  to 
fend  the  journal  of  the  Council  when  fit- 
ting as  a  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  and  not  as 
a  Council  of  State. 

In  fine,  the  Council  denied  that  they 
had  ever  acted,  in  their  public  capacity, 
from  any  private  or  family  intereftj  but  af- 
ferted,  that  they  had  frequently  given  their 
judgment  directly  .againfl  it ;  and  they 
concluded  with  very  fevere  reflections  on 
the  complainant. 

With  thefe  anfwers,  were  tranfmitted  a    1773. 
great  number  of  depofitions,  from  perfons 
of  ail  ranks  and  profeflions,  testifying  in 
favpr  of  the  Governor,     Thefe  being  laid 

before 
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1773.    before  the  Lords  of  Trade, '  and  the  memo- 
mPI^    rialift  being  heard  in  reply,  the  Board  re-* 
Sepedre"  Pre^ente4  to  the  King,  that  the  complaint 
*•=--        againfi;  the  Governor  '  had  "been  fully  veri- 
fied/    At  the  fame  time'  they  thought  it 
their  duty  to  reprefent,  *  that  the  reports 
?  which  they  had  received,  through  differ- 
6  ent  channels,  of  the  fituation  of  affairs 
6  within  New-Hamp{hire,  did  all  concur 

*  in  reprefenting  the  colony  to  have  been, 
c  fince  Mr.  Wentwortrrs  appointment,  in 
?  a  ftate  of  peace  and  profperity  $  that  its 
e  commerce  had  been  extended,  and  the 
?  number  of  its  inhabitants  increafed ; 

*  and  that  every  attempt  made  to  excite 
4  the  people  to  diforder  and  difobedience, 
'  had  been,  by  the  firm  and  temperate  con- 
s  duel  of  Mr.  Went  worth,  fupprefled  and 

*  reflrained.1 

When  the  caufe  was  reheard  before  a 
committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  it  was. 
obferved  by  the  Governor's  advocate,  that 

*  peace,  profperity  and  obedience,  were  not 

*  compatible  with  oppreffion  and  inj  uftice ; 
'  and  that  however  the  Lords  of  Trade  had 

*  in  the  beginningof  their  report  condemn- 
c  ed  the  Governor,  they  had,  by  the  praife 

*  bellowed  upon  him,  in  the  end  contra- 
-' di£kd  themfelves.' 

The 
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'  The  Lords  of  the  committee  reported  1773* 
to  the  King  in  Council,  their  judgment  A^^ 
upon  feveral  articles  of  the  complaint,  in  Printcd  re* 
fubftance  as  follows. 

c  That  by  the  law  of  England,  when 
lands  were  granted,  upon  condition,  the 
breach  of  that  condition  muft  be  found 
by  a  jury  under  a  commiflion  from  the 
Court  of  Chancery ,  but  that  no  fuch 
Court  exifted  in  New-Hampmire ;  and 
though  the  general  rule  was  that  the  law 
of  England  extended  to  the  Colonies,  yet 
it  muft  be  underftood  to  mean,  fuch  part 
pf  the  law  as  is  adapted  to  the  ftate  and 
conftitution  of  them.  That  though  the 
Governor  had  renamed  and  regranted  lands, 
yet  there  was  no  evidence  that  fuch  re- 
fumptions  had  been  made  without  proof 
or  public  notoriety,  that  the  conditions 
of  former  grants  had  not  been  complied 
with  5  and  that  no  complaint  had  been 
made  by  any  perfon  fuppofed  to  be  injured. 
That  it  had  not  been  proved  that  refurrip- 
tions  had  been  made  without  notice  to  the 
proprietors  -,  and  it  had  not  even  been  fug- 
gefted,  in  cafes  where  time  had  been  al- 
lowed, that  grants  were  refumed  before 
the  expiration  of  it.  That  the  lands 
granted  to  the  late  Governor  were  granted  - 
iii  the  name  of  the  King,  which  was  fufB- 

cient 
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1.773  ,  eient  to  convey  a  title  -3  and  that  the  Council 
x*~rm*>  was  miftaken  in.  thinking  otherwife.  That 
the  Governor,  by  their  advice,  did  refume 
andregrant  feveral  tracl:s.of  land  which  hat} 
been  granted  to  the  late  Governor ;  but 
it  had  not  been  proved  that  the  faid  lands 
were  reg ranted  in  tr  11ft' for  himfelf ;  and  in 
many  inftances  fuch  lands  were  regranted 
to  different  inhabitants  for  their  own  ufe 
and  benefit  >  and  that  the  late  Governor's 
widow  had  not  complained  of  any  injury, 
by  fuch  refumption.  That  it  appeared  to 
have  been  the  conftant  practice  when  any 
{landing  Juftice  of  a.  Court  was  interefted 
in  a  fuit,  for  a  fpecial  Juftice  to  be  ap- 
pointed ;  that  other  caufes  were  depending 
at  the  fame  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  in  which  the  ftanding  Juftices  were 
interefted,  and  there  was  no. proof  that 
fpecial  Juftices  were  appointed  on  account 
of  that  particular  caufe  in  which  the  Gov- 
enor  was  concerned  -,  but  that  the  com- 
miffion  was  folicited  in  the  common 
form  ;  and  that  the  defendant  himfelf  had 
teftified  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
commiffion  or  to  the  fpecial  Juftices.  With 
refpect  to  the  tranfmiffion  of  the  records 
of  Council,  it  was  their  opinion  that  it 
might  be  proper  to  revive  that  practice,  as 
it  had  been  conducted  previoufly  to  the 

year 
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year  1760.     But  upon  the  whole,  they    1773. 
fubmitted  their  judgment  that  there  c  was  '    ■    ' 

*  no  foundation  for  any  cenfure  upon  the 
«  faid  Governor,   for  any  of  the  charges 

*  contained  in  the  complaint,   and  that 

*  the  general  conduct  of  his  adminiftration 
s  had  tended   greatly  to  the  pgace  and 

*  profperity  of  the  faid  Province.' 

This  report  was  approved  by  the  King  Oftober  8o 
in  Council,  and  the  complaint  was  dif- 
milfed.  But  the  Governor  was  flridtly 
esjoined,  to  tranfmit  to  the  kords  of 
Trade,  authentic  copies  of  the  journals  of 
of  the  Council,  as  a  Council  of  State; 

In  this  controverfy  Mr.  Livius  met 
with  great  fupport,  from  the  interefr.  of 
thofe  who  wifhed  to  difplace  the  Gover- 
nor ;  and  they  became  fo  deeply  engaged 
to  him,  as  to  procure  for  him  an  appoint- 
ment to  be  the  Chief  Juftice  of  New- 
Hampfhire ;  but,  upon  more  mature 
confideration,  this  was  thought  too  likely 
to  produce  difcord  and  confufion,  and  he 
obtained  an  appointment  to  a  more  lucra- 
tive office  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

When  the  final  ifTue  of  the  complaint 
was  known  in  New-Hampfhire,  a  general 
fatisfaclion  appeared  among  the  people. 
At  the  next  fefllon  of  the  Affembly,  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  prefented  to  the 

Governor, 
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1773.    Governor,  an  adddrefs  of  congratulation, 

***"—    in  the  name  of  their  constituents  -,  and  the 

citizens  of  Portfmouth  gave  a  fplendid 

ball,  to  which  the  Governor  and  both 

Houfes  of  AfTembly  were  invited. 

Hitherto  the  Governor  had  preferved 
his  popularity  5  and  the  people,  in  general, 
were  fatisfled  with  his  adminiftration. 
But,  the  obligation  which  lay  on  him  to 
fupport  the  claims  of  Britain,  and  aid  the 
plans  of  her  miniftry,  rendered  his  fitua- 
tion  extremely  delicate,  and  his  populari- 
ty very  precarious.  The  controverfy  be- 
tween Britain  and  the  Colonies  was  draw- 
ing to  a  crifis.  By  the  refervation  of  the 
duty  on  tea,  the  Parliament  infifted  on  it 
as  their  right,  to  tax  their  American  bre- 
thren without  their  confent ;  and  the  A- 
mericans,  by  withholding  the  importation 
of  tea  from  Britain,  made  ufe  of  the  only 
peaceable  mode,  in  their  power,  effectual- 
ly to  oppofe  that  claim.  The  revenue 
failed,  and  the  warehoufes  of  the  Eaft  India 
company  were  filled  with  an  unfaleable 
commodity.  The  miniftry  and  the  com- 
pany, thus  feverely  difappointed,  formed 
a  plan,  by  which  it  was  expected,  that  the 
one  would  enforce  their  claim,  and  the 
other  fecure  their  traffic. 

It 
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It  was  therefore  enacled  in- Parliament,  1773. 
that  the  duty  on  the  exportation  of  tea,  *"* *~~* 
from  Britain,  mould  be  taken  off;  and 
the  Eafl  India  company  be  enabled  to  fend 
tea,  on  their  own  account,  to  America, 
fubjeft  to  a  duty  only  of  three  pence  on 
the  pound  ;  by  which  means  it  would 
come  to  us,  cheaper  than  before,  or  than 
it  could  be  procured  by  illicit  trade. 

This  meafure  caufed  a  general  alarm, 
through  the  Colonies;  and  united  the 
intereftof  the  merchants,  with  the  views 
of  the  politicians,  and  the  general  fenfe  of 
liberty  in  thp  people..  The  trading  towns 
fet  the  example,  which  the  others  follow- 
ed, of  palling  refolves,  not  to  permit  tea, 
freighted  by  the  Eafl;  India  company,  to 
be  landed  or  fold.  Thefe  refolutions 
were  effectual.  In  fome  places  the  con- 
signees were  obliged  to  relinquifh  their 
appointments,  and  the  tea  was  returned 
unladen.  In  other  places  it  was  depofit- 
ed  in  ftores,  till  it  could  be  refhipped.  In 
Bofton,  where  the  obllinacy  of  Governor 
Hutchinfon  drove  the  people  to  defpera- 
tion,  it  was  deftroyed.  In  New-Hamr>- 
fhire,  the  prudence  of  Governor  Went- 
worth,  the  vigilance  of  the  magiflrate? 
and  the  firmnefs  of  the  people  were  com- 
bined, and  the  hateful  commodity  was 

fent 
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fent  away  without  any  damage,  and  with 
but  little  tumult. 
1774.       The  firft  cargo  of  tea,   confifting  of 
twenty- feven  chefts,  was  landed  and  ftor- 
ed  at  the  cuftom  houfe,  before  any  people 
could  aflemble  to  obftruct  it.     A  town 
meeting  was  called,  and  a  propofal  was 
made  to  Mr.  Parry,  the  confignee,  to  re- 
fhip  it :  To  this  he  confented.     A  guard 
was  appointed  by  order  of  the  town,  to 
watch  the  cuftom  houfe.  The  tea  having 
been  entered,  it  was  neceffary  that  the 
duty  fhould  be  paid;  which  was  done 
openly,  by  the  confignee.     The  Gover- 
nor convened  the  Council,  and  kept  the 
magiflrates  and  peace  officers  in  readinefs 
to  fupprefs  any  riotous  appearances ;  but 
there  was  no  need  of  their  exertion.  The 
tea  was  peaceably  refhipped  and  fent  to 
Halifax. 

A  fecond  cargo,  of  thirty  chefts,  which 
came  configned  to  the  fame  perfon,  raif- 
ed  a  fmall  ferment ;  and  the  windows  of 
his  lodgings  were  broken.  He  applied  to 
the  Governor  for  protection.  The  Gov- 
ernor, as  before,  fummoned  the  Council 
and  magiflrates.  The  town,  by  their 
committee,  prevailed  on  the  confignee  to 
fend  the  tea  to  Halifax,  after  having  paid 
the  duty,  without  which  the  fhip  could 
not  legally  be  cleared  at  the  cuftom  houfe. 

A  general 
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A  general  deteftation  of  the,  meafures,  1774. 
purfued  by  the  Britifh  miniflry,  to  rivet  ^^ 
the  chains  on  America,  -univerfally  pre- 
vailed. The  towns  had  feverally  pafTed 
refolves,  aflerting  their  right  of  exemption 
from  all  taxation  by  Parliament ;  con- 
demning the  importation  and  ufe  of  tea  ; 
and  appointing  committees  of  infpeclion 
to  carry  their  refolutions  into  effect.  The 
committees  were  vigilant ;  and  being  aid- 
ed by  the  general  fentiment  of  the  people, 
their  exertions  were  fuccefsful. 

The  controverfy  had  now  advanced,  to 
a  ftage,  which  excited  the  moil  ferious  ap- 
prehenfions.  The  Parliament  had  affum- 
ed  judicial,  as  well  as  legiflative  powers  3 
and  directed  their  vengeance  againft.  Bof- 
ton.  Its  port  was  fliut,  and  guarded  by 
mips  of  war  -,  its  commerce  was  interdict- 
ed 5  its  tradefmen  were  without  employ- 
ment -,  and  its  poor  without  bread.  A 
military  Governor  prefided  there,  and  was 
drawing  together  all  the  Britifh  troops 
from  every  part  of  America  -,  that  he  might 
be  prepared,  to  make  any  fanguinary  ex- 
periment, which,  in  the  minifterial  plan 
of  coercion,  might  be  judged  neceflary. 

The  fympathy  of  their  American  bre- 
thren, raifed  contributions,  for  the  relief 
of  the  numerous  poor  in  Bofton,  who 
Z  were 
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2774.  were  regarded  as  fuffering  in  the  common 
v-"v"~'  caufe.  But,  to  guard  ourfelves  effectual- 
ly again  ft  the  gathering  ftorm,  a  union  of 
the  Colonies  was  thought  abfolutely  necef- 
fary ;  and  recourfe  was  had  to  the  fame 
meafure  which  had  formerly  been  tried  in 
cafes  of  common  danger,  to  hold  a 
Congress  of  delegates  from  each  Col- 
ony. 

The  enemies  of  America  have  uniformly 
cenfured  this  meafure  as  unprecedented, 
illegal  and  dangerous.  That  it  was  dan- 
gerous to  the>  defigns  of  the  Britifh  ad- 
miniftration,  is  admitted  5  but  for  that 
reafon,  it  was  to  us  the  means  of  fafety. 
Though  it  was  not  fupported  by  any 
written  law,  yet  it  was  evidently  founded 
on  felf  prefervation,  the  firft  law  of  nature. 
But  that  it  was  unprecedented,  is  a  very 
great  miftake.  From  the  middle  of  the 
preceding  century,  the  united  Colonies  of 
New-England,  held  annual,  or  femiannu- 
al  meetings  of  Commiffioners,  on  their 
common  concerns,  for  above  forty  years. 
From  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  to  that 
of  George  the  fecond,  Governors,  and 
delegates  from  Councils  and  Aflemblies, 
occalionally  met  in  central  places,  to  hold 
conferences  relative  to  the  operations  of 

war, 


N  E  W-H  AMPSHIRE.  371 

war,  or  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes.*  1774* 
Thefe  meetings,  ufually  called  by  the  ,-^vW 
name  of  Congresses,  though  unknown, 
or  difregarded  in  Britain,  were  familiar  to 
the  people  of  America  -,  and  what  could 
be  a  more  natural  or  obvious  ftep,  in  a 
time  of  common  danger,  than  to  aflemble 
by  deputies,  and  confer  on  the  means  of 
fafety  ?  Precedents  were  numerous,  that 
Governors  and  delegates  had  held  thefe 
Aflemblies,  when  their  interefts  were  u- 
nited  5  what  then  mould  hinder  the  peo- 
ple from  following  the  example,  when 
their  intereft  required  them  to  meet,  with- 
out their  Governors,  who  were  endeavor- 
ing to  maintain  a  feparate  intereft  ? 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Affembly  of  May  10. 
New-Hampfhire,  in  the  fpring,  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  conformably  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  AfTemblies  in  the  oth- 
er Colonies,  appointed  a  committee  of 
correfpondence.  The  Governor,  who 
had  in  vain  labored  to  prevent  this  meaf- 
ure,  adjourned  the  Aflembly,  and  after  a  jUne«. 

few 

*  c  M>ay  6,  1754.     A  queftion  was  moved  in  Council  by  the  Gov- 
'  ernor,     Whether  it  be  not  an  infringement  of  the  prerogative,  for 

*  the  Houfe  to  join  with  the  Council,  in  appointing  delegates  to  the 
4  Congrefs  at  Albany  ?  To  which  the  Council  anfwered  ;  that  the 
«  Houfe  had  no  inherent  right  j  but  it  bad  been  kng  the  cujiom,  at  fuch 

*  interviews,  for  the  lower  Houfe  to  nominate  jerfons,  to  be  joined 
'  with  fuch  as  the  Council  ihould  appoint.* 

Council  cinutes- 

Z  2 
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1774.  few  days,  diflolved  it  -,  hoping,  by  this 
^-^  means,  to  diflblve  the  committee  alio. 
But  they  were  not  reftricfed  by  forms. 
On  a  fummons  ifiued  by  the  committee, 
the  Reprefentatives  met  again,  in  their 
own  chamber.  The  Governor,  attended 
by  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  went  among 
them.  They  rofe  at  his  entrance.  He 
declared  their  meeting  illegal,  and  direct- 
ed the  Sheriff  to  make  open  proclamation, 
for  all  perfons  to  difperfe,  and  keep  the 
King's  peace.  When  he  had  retired  they 
refumed  their  feats  $  but,  on  further  con- 
fideration,  adjourned  to  another  houfe ; 
and  after  fome  converfation,  wrote  letters 
to  all  the,  towns  in  the  Province  -,  requeu- 
ing them  to  fend  deputies,  to  hold  a  Con- 
vention at  Exeter,  who  mould  choofe  del- 
egates for  a  general  Congrefs ;  and  to  pay 
their  refpe£tive  quotas  of  two,  hundred 
pounds,  agreeably  to  the  laft  proportion 
of  the  Provincial  tax.  They  alfo  recom- 
mended a  day  of  faffing  and  prayer,  to  be 
obferved  by  the  feveral  congregations,  on 
account  of  the  gloomy  appearance  of  public 
affairs.  The  day  was  obferved,  with 're- 
ligious folemnity.  The  money  was  col- 
lected. Eighty-five  duputies  were  chofen 
jniyn.  and  met  at  Exeter,  where  they  delegated 
Nathaniel  Folfom    and  John   Sullivan, 

Efquires, 
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Efquires,  to  attend  the  propofed  Congrefs,  1 774* 
at  Philadelphia,  in  September,  and  deliv-  ^""^ 
ered  to  them  the  money  which  had  been 
collected,  to  defray  their  expenfes.  They 
alfo  recommended  the  diftreffed  Urate  of 
Bofton,  to  the  com  m iteration  of  their 
brethren  in  New-Hampihire  ;  and  con- 
tributions were  raifed  in  many  of  the 
towns  for  their  relief. 

The  Governor  was  now  convinced,  and 
in  his  letters  to  the  miniftry  acknowledged, 
that  c  the  union  of  the  Colonies  would  r^e/" 
<  not  be  loft  in  New-Hampihire.'  At  ™'^;2 
the  fame  time,  he  did  the  people  the  juf- 
tice  to  fay,  that  they  had  abftained  from 
violence-  and  outrage,  and  that  the  laws 
had  their  courfe.  In  his  letters  which 
were  published  by  the  miniftry,  there  ap- 
pears a  fpirit  of  candor  toward  the  people,  > 
as  well  as  a  defire  to  recommend  himfelf 
to  the  approbation  of  his  fuperiors. 
Though  he  faw  another  authority  riling 
in  the  Province,  founded  on  the  broad 
bafis  of  public  opinion,  and  unreftrained 
reprefentation,  an  authority  over  which 
he  had  no  influence  or  control ;  yet  he 
endeavored  to  preferve  the  fhadow  of  the 
royal  government,  and  keep  up  its  forms 
as  long  as  poffible. 

But  it  was  impracticable  for  a  perfon, 

circumftanced  as  he  was,  to  withftand  the 

Z  3  fpirit 
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1774.  fpirit  of  the  people.*  That  his  wifti  was 
to  prevent  a  rupture,  there  is  fufficient 
evidence,  for  candor  to  believe.  But  it 
cannot  be  thought  ftrange,  that  in  his 
endeavors  to  comply  with  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  miniftry,  and  their  inftru- 
ments,  which  he  conceived  to  be  his  du- 
ty, he  fhould  fall  into  fuch  a  fnare,  as  to 
lofe  the  affections  of  the  people  -,  for  it 
was  impoffible  to  pleafe  both. 

The  troops  in  Boflon  wanted  barracks, 
to  fecure  thern  againft  the  approaching 
winter.  The  artificers  of  the  town,  were, 
by  the  popular  voice,  reftrained  from 
working  in  the  fervice  of  government. 
General  Gage  was  therefore  obliged  to 
fend  for  affiftance  to  the  neighboring 
Governors,  and,  among  others,  to  Gover- 
nor Wentworth.  Inftead  of  convening 
his  Council  for  their  advice,  or  iffuing  a 
proclamation,  inviting  help  and  promif- 
ing  reward,  he  privately  employed  a  per- 
fon  to  hire  carpenters  to  go  to  Boflon. 
It  was  impoffible  that  the  fecret  fhould 
be  kept,  and  when  it  was  known,  his  beft 

friends 

*  The  following  paragraph,  of  one  of  his  private  letters,  written  at 
that  time,  to  a  confidential  friend,  deferves  to  be  remembered. 

*  Our  hemifphere  threatens  a  hurricane.  I  have  in  vain  ftrove,  a'L 
4  mod  to  denh,  to  prevent  it.  If  I  can,  at  laft,  bring  out  of  it,  fafety 
«  to  my  country,  and  honor  to  our  fovereign,  my  labors  will  be  joyful, 
'  My  heart  is  devoted  to  it,  and  you  know  its  fincerity.* 

MS  letter  to  T.  W.  W. 
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friends   reprobated   his    conduct.      The    1774* 
Committee  of  Fortfmouth,  at  the  head  of  ^— v-^ 
which,   was  his  uncle,  H unking  Went- 
worth,  bore  their  public  teflimony  againft 
it  5  and  cenfured  him,  not  by  name,  but 
by:  implication,  as  £  an  enemy  to  the  com- 
munity/ and  the  men  whom  he  had  em- 
ployed, as  £  unworthy  of  fociety.'     The 
agent  in  this  fecret  bufmefs,  was  brought 
on  his  knees   before  the  committee  of 
Rochefler,  and  made  an  humble  acknowl- 
edgment.    This  prudent  ftep  of  the  com* 
mittee,  difarmed  the  popular  rage,  and 
prevented  any  injury  to  his   perfon  or 
property. 

The  transactions  of  the  Congrefs  which 
met  at  Philadelphia,  were  univerfally  ap-  Se^-^ 
proved.     The  fpirit  of  them  was  firm, 
but  pacific.     The  mode  of  oppofition,  to 
the  arbitrary  claims  of  Britain,   which 
they  recommended,  was  non-importation 
and  non-confumption.     But  in  the  clofe 
of  their  addrefs,   to   their  conftituents, 
they  advifed  them  to   *  extend  their  views 
*  to  the  mofl  unhappy  events,  and  to  be  in    < 
f  all  refpecl:s  prepared  for  every  contin- 
c  gency.'     Not  long  after  this  advice  was 
made  public,  a  contingency  prefented  it- 
felf,  in  which  the  people  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire  gave  an  example  of  that  fpirit,  by 
which  the  whole  country  was  animated. 
Z4  The 
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1774.  An  order  having  been  pafled  by  the 
King  in  Council,  prohibiting  the  export- 
ation of  gunpowder  and  other  military 
ftares,  to  America ;  a  copy  of  it  was 
brought  by  exprefs  to  Portlmouth,  at  a 
time,  when  a  fhip  of  war  was  daily  ex- 
pected from  Bofton,  with  a  party  of 
troops,  to  take  polleffion  of  fort  William 
and  Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 
The  committee  of  the  town,  with  all  pof- 
fible  fecrefy  and  difpatch,  collected  a  com- 
pany, from  that  and  fome  of  the  neigh- 
boring towns  -,  and  before  the  Governor 
had  any  fufpicion  of  their  intentions,  they 
proceeded  to  Newcaflle,  and  aflaulted  the 
fort.  The  Captain  and  his  five  men 
(which  was  the  whole  garrifon)  were 
confined,  and  one  hundred  barrels  of 
powder  were  carried  off.  The  next  day, 
another  company  went  and  removed  fif- 
teen of  the  lightefl  cannon,  and  all  the 
fmall  arms,  with  fome  other  warlike 
ftores  j  which  they  diftributed  in  the  iev- 
eral  towns,  under  the  care  of  the  commit- 
tees. Major  John  Sullivan,  and  Captain 
John  Langdon,  diftinguifhed  themfelves, 
as  leaders  in  this  affair.  It  was  tranfacl- 
ed  with  great  expedition  and  alacrity,  and 
in  the  moll  fortunate  point  of  time ; 
juft  before  the  arrival  of  the  Scarborough 

frigate, 
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frigate,  and  Canfeau  floop,  with  feveral    1 774. 
companies  of  foldiers ;  who  took  poflef- 
fion  of  the  fort,  and  of  the  heavy  cannon 
which  had  not  been  removed. 

The  Governor  put  the  five  men,  who 
belonged  to  the  fort",  on  board  the  (hips 
of  war,  to  be  referved  as  evidences  in  cafe 
of  a  profecution  of  the  offenders  for  high 
treafon  -,  and  having  confulted  Council  in 
this  and  the  neighbouring  Province, 
thought  it  his  duty  5  that  he  might  pre- 
vent any  charge  of  mifprifion  of  treafon 
againft  himfelf  j  to  difmifs  from  public 
truft,  all  thofe  perfons  concerned  in  the 
affault  of  the  fort,  who  had  held  any  of- 
fice under  the  government,  and  concern- 
ing whofe  proceedings  he  had  authentic 
teftimony.  Healfoiffued  a  proclamation, 
commanding  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
to  aflift  in  detecting  and  fecuring  the  of>- 
fenders  5  and  exhorting  all  the  people  to 
beware  of  being  feduced,  by  the  falfe  arts 
and  menaces  of  abandoned  men. 

It  was  thought  proper  by  the  Governor 
and  fome  of  his  friends,  to  form  an  aflo- 
ciation,  for  the  fupport  of  the  royal  gov- 
ernment, and  for  their  mutual  defence. 
They  boafted,  that  an  hundred  men  could 
be  procured,  from  the  mips,  at  a  minute's 
warning.     This  tranfaclion  expofed  the 

weaknefs 
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1775.    weaknefs  of  the  caufe,  which  they  meant 
*-~%J     to  fupport  j  for  what  could  an  hundred 
men  do  againft  the  whole  country  ? 

jan.  25,  A  fecond  convention  of  deputies  met  at 
Exeter,  to  confult  on  the  flate  of  affairs, 
and  appoint  delegates  for  the  next  general 
Congrefs,  to  be  holden  on  the  tenth  of 
May,  at  Philadelphia.  Major  Sullivan 
and  Captain  Langdon  were  chofen ;  and 
the  fum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
was  ordered  to  defray  their  expenfes.  This 
convention  if  hied  an  addrefs  to  the  people, 
warning  them  of  their  danger ;  ex- 
horting them  to  union,  peace  and  harmo- 
ny, frugality,  induftry,  manufactures,  and 
learning  the  military  art  -y  that  they  might 
be  able,  if  neceflary,  to  defend  the  coun- 
try againft  inva£on.  They  appointed  a 
committee  of  correfpondence,  with  power 
-to  call  another  convention,  when  they 
fhould  judge  it  necefTary. 

The  winter  paffed  away  in  gloomy  ap- 
prehenfion  and  anxiety.  Men  of  eonfid- 
eration  faw  that  a  wide  breach  was  made, 
and  that  it  could  not  eafily  be  clofed. 
Some  happy  genius  was  wanted  to  plan, 
and  wifdom  on  both  fides  to  adopt,  a  con- 
ftitution  for  Britain  and  America.  Royal 
charters  and  inftruftions,  acts  of  Parlia- 
ments and  precedents  of  all  kinds,  were  at 

beft 
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beft  but  a  rotten  foundation.  The  ftore  1775- 
of  temporary  expedients  was  exhaufted.  v"v^ 
It  was  doubtful  whether  force  could  gen- 
erate fubmiffion,  or  whether  refinance 
could  enervate  force.  Neither  country 
was  fenfible  of  the  frrength  ancLrefources 
of  the  other.  The  prefs  teemed  with  ar- 
guments on  both  fides ;  but  no  plan  of 
conciliation  was  adopted.  A  fair  and  can- 
did reprefentation  of  our  grievances  could 
not  be  received,  in  the  Court  of  Britain. 
Each  fide  was  tenacious  of. its  claims,  and 
there  appeared  no  difpofition  to  relax. 
When  two  independent  nations  are  in  fuch 
a  ftate,  they  generally  find  among  their 
friends  and  allies,  fome  mediating  power, 
to  bring  them  to  terms  and  prevent  a  rup- 
ture. Between  Britain  and  America,  no 
mediator  could  be  found.  The  contro- 
verfy  could  be  decided  only  by  the  fupreme 
Arbiter  of  nations. 

The  firfl  fhips,  which  arrived  in  the 
fpring,  brought  us  news  that  the  petition 
of  Congrefs  was  gracioufly  received  by  the 
King;  and  that  the  merchants  of  England 
were  petitioning  in  our  favor.  This  re- 
vived our  hopes.  Soon  after  we  were  in- 
formed, that  the  Parliament  had  voted  the 
exiflence  of  a  rebellion  in  MarTachuietts  -3 
and  that  the  other  Colonies  were  aiding 

and 
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1775.  and  affifting  :  That  the  Lords  and  Com- 
u-v—»  mons  had  addrefTed  the  King,  to  enforce 
the  revenue-a6ts,  and  had  affbred  him, 
that  they  would  Hand  by  him,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes :  That  the  King  had  de- 
manded an  augmentation  of  his  forces,  by 
fea  and  land  :  That  the  commerce  of  the 
New-England  Colonies  was  to  be  re- 
ftrained,  and  their  fifliery  prohibited  ;  and 
that  an  additional  number  of  troops,  horfe 
and  foot,  were  ordered  to  America.  Thefe 
tidings  threw  us  into  diftrefs.  A  war 
feemed  inevitable  j  and  a  gloom  overfpread 
the  whole  country.  The  people  of  Bolton 
began  to  remove  from  the  town  ;  and 
thofe,  who  could  not  remove,  were  folicit- 
ous  to  fecure  their  mofr.  valuable  effects* 
In  the  midft  of  this  difcrefs,  a  frigate  ar- 
Aprii  14.  rived  exprefs  from  England  ;  with  an  ac- 
count of  a  propofal  made  and  voted  in 
Parliament,  which  was  called  Lord  North's 
conciliatory  proportion.     It   was   this  j 

*  that  when  any  Colony  by  their  Gover- 

*  nor,  Council  and  Arlembly,  mall  engage 

*  to  make  provifion,  for  the  fupport  of 
1  civil  government,  and  adminiftration  of 

*  juftice,  in  fuch  Colony ;  it  will  be  proper, 
£  if  fuch  propofal  be  approved  by  the  King 
'  and  Parliament,  for  (0  long  time  as  fuch 

*  provifion  fhall  be  made,  to  forbear  to 

« levy 
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*  levy  any  duties  or  taxes  in  fuch  Colony,  1775. 
1  except  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  -,  v  s  ' 
c  the  iieat  proceeds  of  which  fhall  be  car- 
1  ried  to  the  account  of  fuch  Colony  ref- 
f  pectively/  The  troops,  however,  were 
to  remain  i  and  the  refractory  Colonies 
were  to  be  punifhed.  This  proportion 
was  faid  to  be  founded  on  fome  advice,  re- 
ceived from  New-York,  that  if  conceflions 
were  made  by  Parliament,  they  would 
cenfure  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs,  and 
break  the  union  of  the  Colonies.  The 
propofal  was  evidently  a  bait  thrown  out 
to  divide  us,  and  tempt  us  to  defert  the 
Colony  of  Maflachufetts  -,  who  could  not 
comply,  without  fubmitting  to  the  altera-, 
tion,  lately  made  by  Parliament  in  their 
charter. 

.  What  might  have  been  the  eftecl:  of  this 
proportion  in  the  other  Colonies,  if  it 
had  been  allowed  time  to  operate,  is  un- 
certain. The  conduct  of  General  Gage, 
on  receiving  this  news,  was  in  the  higheft 
degree  abfurd  and  inconfi ftent.  He  had 
been  blamed  in  Parliament  for  his  inactiv- 
ity. He  had  friends  in  Bofton,  who  con- 
flantly  allured  him,  that  the  people  in  the 
country  would  not  dare  to  face  his  troops. 
He  had  been  informed  of  a  magazine  of 
provifions  and  ftores,  at  Concord,  laid  up 

by 
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1775.  by  the  Provincial  Congrefs,  in  cafe  of  ex- 
' — '  '  tremity.  With  the  news  of  the  concilia- 
tory proportion,  he  received  orders  to 
make  an  experiment  of  its  fuccefs.  On 
AFrii  18.  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  he  iflued  writs 
for  calling  a  general  Aflembly,  to  comply 
with  the  propofed  terms  of  reconciliation ; 
and  in  the  night  following,  he  privately 
difpatched  a  body  of  his  troops,  to  deftroy 
the  magazine  at  Concord ;  and  to  feize 
fome  of  the  leaders  of  oppofition,  who  had 
retired  from  the  town.  He  was  induced 
to  believe,  that  if  between  the  iffuing  of 
his  writs,  and  the  meeting  of  the  Aflem- 
bly, he  could  ftrike  a  bold  flroke ;  it  would 
fo  intimidate  the  people,  and  unfit  them 
for  defence,  that  they  would  eafily  comply 
with  the  terms  propofed.  But  he  totally 
miftook  the  genius  of  the  people  of  New- 
England.  Nor  were  his  defigns  carried 
on  fo  fecretly  as  he  imagined.  The  popu- 
lar leaders  were  feafonably  apprifed  of 
their  danger,  and  kept  themfelves  out  of 
his  reach.  The  country  was  alarmed,  by 
expreffes  fent  off  in  the  night,  before  he 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  fhut  the  ave- 
nues of  the  town.  A  company  of  armed 
citizens  kept  guard  at  Lexington,  on  the 
road  to  Concord.  The  Britifh  troops, 
when  they  appeared  in  the  morning,  hav- 
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ing  ordered  them  to  difperfe,  fired  upon  1775. 
them,  as  they  were  retiring,  and  killed  JJ~^ 
feveral  on  the  fpot.  They  then  proceeded 
to  Concord,  and  deftroyed  fuch  of  the 
ftores  as.  had  not  been  removed ;  and  hav- 
ing accomplished  their  object,  as  far  as 
they  were  able,  they  retreated  through 
fhowers  of  mufquetry  from  the  people, 
who  fuddenly  collected  from  all  quarters 
to  oppofe  them. 

On  the  alarm  of  this  act  of  hoftility, 
the  people  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  of  the 
other  Colonies,  took  arms,  and  flew  to 
the  affiftance  of  their  brethren. 

Notwithstanding  this  ill-advifed  and 
unfuceefsful  attempt  of  Gage,  Governor 
Wentworth  had  very  fanguine  hopes  of 
the  good  effect  of  the  c  conciliatory  propo- 
rtion ;'  and  determined,  as  he  faid, c  to  plant 

*  the  root  of  peace  in  New-Hampfhire/ 
He  fummoned  a  new  Aflembly  -y  and  in 
his  fpeech,  entreated  them,  as . c  the  only 
c  legal  and  constitutional  Reprefentatives' 
1  of  the  people,  to  direct  their  counfels 

*  to  fuch  meafures,  as  might  tend  to  fecure 
c  their  peace  and  fafety  5  and  effectually 

*  lead  to  a  reftoration  of  the  public  tran- 

*  quillity ;  and  an  affectionate  reconcilia- 
'  tion  with  the  mother  country/  The 
Houfe  4efired  a  fhort  recefs,  that  they 
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1775.  might  advife  with  their  conflituents  on  fa 
v^v~*-'    momentous  a  queftion  j  and  the  Governor 
reluclantly  confented  to  adjourn  them  to 
the  twelfth  day  of  June. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Scarborough  began  to  difmantle 
the  fort  ;  they  alfo  flopped  two  vefTels  la- 
den with  provifions,  which  were  coming 
into  the  harbor  $  and  notwithstanding 
the  moll  preffing  remonflrances  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  folicitation  of  the  Gover- 
nor, refufed  to  releafe  them.  Upon  this, 
a  body  of  armed  men,  went  to  a  battery 
on  Jerry's  point,  at  Great  Ifland,  and  took 
away  eight  cannon  of  twenty-four  and 
thirty-two  pound  fhot,  which  they  brought 
up  to  Portfmouth ;  and  whilfl  they  were 
engaged  in  this  work,  the  Canfeau  floop 
convoyed  the  two  provifion  vellels  to  Bof- 
ton,  for  the  fiipply  of  the  fleet  and  army. 
A  new  convention  was  at  this  time  fit- 
ing  at  Exeter ;  in  which  the  Province 
was  more  fully  and  equally  reprefented, 
than  it  ever  had  been  before.  They  paf- 
fed  votes  of  thanks  to  thofe  who  had  ta- 
ken the  powder  and  guns  from  the  fort, 
in  the  preceding  winter,  and  to  thofe  who 
had  removed  the  cannon  from  the  battery. 
They  alfo  inflru&ed  the  Reprefentatives, 
how  to  act  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Af- 

fembly  $ 
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jfembly  ;  and  the  voice  cf  the  conven-    1775. 
tion  was  regarded  by  the  Houfe,  as  the    ^ — ' 
voice  of  their  conftituents. 

At  the  adjournment,  the  Governor  June  is, 
again  recommended  'the  conciliatory 
proportion.'  The  firft  ftep  which  the 
Houfe  took,  was  in  obedience  to  the  voice 
of  the  convention,  to  expel  three  members 
whom  the  Governor  had  called  by  the 
King's  writ,  from  three  new  townfhips ; 
whilfl  many  other  towns,  of  much  older 
ftanding,  and  more  populous,  were  neg- 
lected, and  never  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
reprefentation,  but  in  the  newly-eftablifli- 
ed  conventions.  The  Governor  then  ad- 
journed the  Affembly  to  the  eleventh  of 
July.  One  of  the  expelled  members, 
having  fpoken  his  mind  freely  with- 
out doors,  was  aflaulted  by  the  popu- 
lace, and  took  flicker  in  the  Governor's 
houfe.  The  people  demanded  him,  and 
brought  a  gun,  mounted  on  a  carnage,  to 
the  door  ;  upon  which  the  offender  was 
delivered  up,  and  conveyed  to  Exeter. 
The  Governor,  conceiving  hiirifelf  infult- 
ed,  retired  to  the  fort ;  and  his  houfe  be- 
came a  fcene  of  pillage. 

When  the  AfTembly  met  again,  he  fent  July  "• 
a  meflage  from  the  fort,  and  adjourned 
them  to  the  twenty-eighth  of  September  5 
A  a  but 
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1775.  but  they  never  met  any  more.  He  con- 
%^v~-'  tinued  under  the  protection  of  the  Scar- 
borough, and  another  fhip  of  war,  till  all 
the  remaining  cannon  of  the  fort  were 
taken  on  board,  and  then  failed  for  Bof- 
ton.  In  September  he  came  to  the  Ifles 
of  Shoals,  and  there  iflued  a  proclamation, 
adjourning  the  ArTembly  to  the  next  A- 
pril.  This  was  the  laft  aft  of  his  admin- 
iftration,  and  the  laft  time  that  he  fet  his 
foot  in  the  Province.  Thus  an  end  was 
put  to  the  Britifh  Government  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  when  it  had  fubfifted  ninety- 
five  years. 

From  this  view  of  the  administration  of 
Governor  Wentworth,  it  is  eafy  to  con- 
clude, that  his  intentions  were  pacific; 
and  whilft  the  temper  of  the  times  allow- 
ed him  to  act:  agreeably  to  his  own  princi- 
ples, his  government  was  acceptable  and 
beneficial ;  but  when  matters  had  come  to 
the  worft,  his  faults  were  as  few,  and  his 
conduct  as  temperate,  as  could  be  expected 
from  a  fervant  of  the  Crown.  If  a  com- 
parifon  be  drawn,  between  him  and  moil 
of  the  other  Governors  on  this  continent, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  hemuft 
appear  to  advantage.  Inftead  of  widen- 
ing the  breach,  he  endeavored  to  clofe  it ; 
and  when  his  efforts  failed,  he  retired  from 

a  fituation, 
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a  fituation,  where  he  could  no  longer  ex-  1775. 
ercife  the  office  of  a  Governor  ;  leaving  *— v^ 
his  eftate  -and  many  of  his  friends ;  and 
preferving  only  his  commiffion,  as  furveyor 
of  the  King's  woods ;  the  limits  of  which 
were  much  contracted  by  the  fucceeding 
revolution. 


A  a  2  CHAP, 
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War  with  Britain,  Change  of  Government* 
temporary  Confutation .  Independence. 
Military  exertions.  Stark's  expedition* 
Employment  of  troops  during  the  war. 

J773-  \\  THEN  the  controverfy  with  Britain 
^—*-~>  W  fhewed  fymptoms-  of  hoftility,  and 
the  defign  of  the  Miniftry  and  Parliament 
to  provoke  us  to  arms  became  apparent  j 
the  people  of  New-Ham pfhire  began 
ferioufly  to  meditate  the  defence  of  their 
country.  It  was  uncertain  in  what  man- 
ner the  fcene  would  open  j  for  this  and 
other  reafons  no  regular  plan  of  opera- 
tions could  be  formed.  By  the  old  mili- 
tia law ,  every  male  inhabitant,  from  fix- 
teen  years  old  to  fixty,  was  obliged  to  be 
provided  with  a  mufket  and  bayonet,  knap- 
fack,  cartridge-box,  one  pound  of  powder, 
twenty  bullets  and  twelve  flints.  Every 
town  was  obliged  to  keep  in  readinefs  one 
barrel  of  powder,  two  hundred  pounds  of 
lead  and  three  hundred  flints,  for  every 
fixty  men  y  befide  a  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition  for  the  fupplyof  fuch  as  were 
not  able  to  provide  themfelves  with  the 

neceflary 
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neceffary  articles.  Everi  thofe  perfons  who    1775. 
were  exempted  from   appearing  at   the  v-~v""~ 
common  military  trainings,  were  obliged 
to  keep  the  fame  arms  and  ammunition. 
In  a  time' of  peace,  thefe  requifitions  were 
neglected,  and  the  people  in  general  were 
not  completely  furnifhed,  nor  the  towns 
fupplied  according  to  law.   The  care  which 
the  Governor  had  taken  to  appoint  officers 
of  militia  and  review  the  regiments,  for 
fome  years  before,  had  awakened  their  at- 
tention to  the  duties  of  the  parade  j  which 
were  performed  with  renewed  ardor,  after 
the  provincial  convention  had  recommend- 
ed the  learning  of  military  exercifes  and 
manoeuvres.    Voluntary  afTociations  were 
formed  for  this  purpofe,  and  themoft  ex- 
perienced perfons  were  chofen  to  com- 
mand on  thefe  occasions.     To  prevent 
falfe  rumors  and  confufion,  the  commit- 
tees of  infpecYion'in  each  town  were  alfo 
committees  of  correfpondence,  by  whom 
all  intelligence  concerning  the  motions  of 
the  Britilh,  Were  to  be  communicated  5 
and  proper  perfons  were  retained  to  carry 
exprefTes  when  there  friould  be  occauon. 

In  this  ftate  of  anxiety  and  expectation  j 

when  an  early  fpring  had  invited  the  huf- 

bandrnan  to  the  labor  of  the  field  •,  Gene-  Aprn  Ig, 

ral:  Gage  thought  it  proper  to  open  the 

A  a  3  drama 
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1775.  drama  of  war.  The  alarm  was  immedi- 
'  Vy^  ately  communicated  from  town  to  town 
through  the  whole  country,  and  volun- 
teers flocked  from  all.  parts  ;  till  a  body  of 
ten  thoufand  men  aflembled  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Bofton,  completely  inverted  it 
on. the  land  fide,  and  cut  off  all  commu- 
jiication  with  the  country. 

On  the  firflt  alarm,  about  twelve  hun- 
dred men  marched  from  the  neareft  parts 
of  New-Hampfhire,  to  join  their  brethren, 
who  had  aflembled  in  arms  about  Boflon. 
Of  thefe,  fome  returned  j  others  formed 
themfelves  into  two  regiments,  under  the 
authority  of  the  MafTachufetts   Conven- 

Mayj7.  tion.  As  foon  as  the  Provincial  Con- 
grefs  of  New-Hampfhire  met,  they  vot- 
ed to  raife  two  thoufand  men,  to  be 
formed  into  three  regiments ;  thofe  which 
were  already  there  to  be  accounted  as  two, 
and  another  to  be  inlifted  immediately. 
Thefe  men  engaged  to  ferve  till  the  laft 
day  of  December,  unlefs  fooner  difcharg- 
ed.  The  command  of  thefe  regiments  was 
given  to  the  Colonels  John  Stark,  James 
Reed  and  Enoch  Poor.  The  two  former 
were  prefent  in  the  memorable  battle  on 

June  17.  the  heights  of  Charleftown,  being  polled 
on  the  left  wing,  behind  a  fence  -,  from 
which  they  forely  galled  the  Britifh  as 

they 
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they  advanced  to  the  attack,  and  cut  them  1.775. 
down  by  whole  ranks  at  once.     In  their       ■"  * 
retreat  they  loft  feveral  men,  and  among 
others,  the  brave  Major  Andrew  McClary, 
who  was  killed  by  a  cannon  (hot  after  he 
had  parled  the  ifthmus  of  Charieilown. 
On  the  alarm  occafioned  by  this  battle, 
the  third  regiment  collected  and  marched 
to  the  camp  -,  and  with  the  other  New-  June  2°' 
Hampfhire  troops  was  polled  on  the  left 
wing  of  the  army  at  Winter-Hill,   under 
the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier  Ge-   r 
neral  Sullivan,  who  with  the  other  general 
officers,  received  his  appointment  from 
Congrefs. 

It  had  been  a  common  fentiment  among 
the  Britifh  troops,  that  the  Americans 
would  not  dare  to  fight  with  them.  This 
battle  effectually  convinced  them  of  their 
miftake.  They  found  that  fighting  with 
us  was  a  ferious  thing  ;  and  the  lofs  which 
they  fuftained  in  this  battle,  evidently  had 
an  influence  on  their  fubfequent  opera- 
tions. 

Whilft  the  Scarborough  frigate  remain- 
ed in  the  harbour  of  Pifcataqua,  frequent 
bickerings  happened  between  her  crew 
and  the  inhabitants.  Captain  Berkeley 
-feized  all  inward  bound  veflels,  and  fent 
them  to  Bofton.  He  alfo  prevented  the 
A  a  4  boats 
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1775.  boats  belonging  to  the  river  from  going 
ww  out  to  catch  fifh.  This  conduct  was  con- 
formable to  the  orders  which  he  had  re- 
ceived to  execute  the  reftraining  act.  In 
return,  his  boats  were  not  permitted  to 
fetch  provifions  from  the  town  ;  and  one 
of  them  was  fired  upon  in  the  night,  by. 
fome  of  the  guards  ftationed  on  the  more. 
A  compromife,  at  length,  was  made  be- 
tween him  and  the  committee  of  the  town; 
open  boats  were  permitted  to  pafs,  to  catch 
fifh  for  the  inhabitants  ;  and  his  boats 
were  allowed  to  take  frefh  provifions  for 
the  ufe  of  the  fhip.  This  agreement  fub- 
firred  but  a  fliort  time,  and  finally  all  in- 
tercourfe  was  cut  off. 
Auguft  24.  After  the  departure  of  the  fhip,  the  peo- 
ple went  in  volunteer  parties,  under  the 
direction  of  Major  Ezekiel  Worthen, 
whom  the  convention  appointed  Engineer, 
and  built  forts  on  the  points  of  two 
iflands,  which  form  a  narrow  channel, 
about  a  mile  below  the  town  of  Portf- 
mouth.  One  of  thefe  was  called  Fort 
Wafhington,  and  the  other  Fort  Sullivan. 
The  cannon  which  had  been  faved  from 
the  old  fort  and  battery  were  mounted 
here,  and  the  town  was  thought  to  be  fe- 
cure  from  being  furprifed  by  fhips  of 
war. 

The 
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The  tenth  of  September  was  the  laft  1775. 
day  of  exportation,  fixed  by  the  general  s^*^ 
Congrefs.  Moil  of  the  vends  which  fail- 
ed but  of  the  harbor  were  feized  by  the 
Britifh  cruifers  and  carried  into  Boflon. 
One  was  retaken  by  a  privateer  of  Beverly 
and  carried  into  Cape-Anne. 

In  the  following  month,  feveral  Britifh  oa#I?. 
armed  veffels  were  fent  to  burn  the  town 
of  Falmouth  5  which  was  in  part  effected, 
by  throwing  carcafes  and  fending  a  party 
on  fhore,  under  cover  of  their  guns.  It 
was  fufpe£ted  that  they  had  the  fame  de- 
fign  againft  Portfmbuth.  General  Wafh- 
ington  difpatched  Brigadier  General  Sul- 
livan from  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  with 
orders  to  take  the  command  of  the  militia 
and  defend  the  harbour  of  Pafcataqua.  On 
this  occafion,  the  works  erected  on  the 
iflands  were  ftrengthened ;  a  boom,  con- 
ftructed  with  mafts  and  chains,  was 
thrown  acrofs  the  Narrows,  which  was 
feveral  times  broken  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
current,  until  it  was  found  impoffible  to 
fecure  the  pafTage  by  fuch  means  j  an  old 
fhip  was  fcuttled  and  funk  in  the  northern 
channel  of  the  river;  a  company  of 
rifle-men,  from  the  camp,  was  polled  on 
Great-Ifland  ;  and  fire -rafts  were  con- 
ducted to  burn  the  enemy's  (hipping. 

Thefe 
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1775.    Thefe  preparations  ferved  to  keep  up  the 
*"**"    '    fpirits  of  the  people  -y  but  many  families, 
not  thinking  themfelves    fafe  in  Ports- 
mouth, removed  into  the  country,  and 
there  remained  till  the  next.fpring. 

A  fpirit  of  violent  refentment  was  ex- 
cited againft.  all  who  were  fufpecled  of  a 
difpofition  inimical  to  the  American  caufe. 
Some  perfons  were  taken  up  on  fufpicion 
and  imprifoned  j  fomefled  to  Nova-Scotia, 
or  to  England,  or  joined  the  Britifh  army 
in  Bofton.  Others  were  reftricled  to  cer- 
tain limits  and  their  motions  continually 
watched.  Thepaffions  of  jealoufy,  hatred 
and  revenge  were  freely  indulged,  and 
the  tongue  of  flander  was  under  no  re- 
ftraint.  Wife  and  good  men  fecretly  la- 
mented thefe  excefTes ;  but  no  effectual 
remedy  could  be  adminiflered.  All  com- 
miffions  under  the  former  authority  being 
annulled,  the  courts  of  juftice  were  fhut, 
and  the  fword  of  magiftracy  was  fheathed. 
The  Provincial  Convention  directed  the 
general  affairs  of  the  war  -,  and  town  com- 
mittees had  a  difcretionary,  but  undefined 
power  to  preferve  domeflic  peace.  Habits  of 
decency,  family  government,  and  the  good 
examples  of  influential  perfons,  contribut- 
ed more  to  maintain  order  than  any  other 
authority.   The  value  of  thefe  fecret  bonds 

of 
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of  fociety  was  now  more  than  ever  con-    1775. 
ipicuous.  Wv~-' 

In  the  convention  which  met  at  Exeter, 
in  May,  and  continued  fitting  with  but 
little  interruption  till  November,  one 
hundred  and  two  towns  were  reprefented, 
by  one  hundred  and  thirty- three  members. 
Their  nrft  care  was  to  eftablifh  pofl  offi- 
ces j  to  appoint  a  committee  of  f  upplies 
for  the  army,  and  a  committee  of  fafety. 
To  this  laft  committee,  the  general  in- 
ftruction  was  fimilar  to  that,  given  by  the 
Romans,  to  their  Dictators,  '  to  take  un- 
-*  der  confideration,  all  matters  in  which 
'  the  welfare  of  the  Province,  in  the  fecu- 
c  rity  of  their  rights,  is  concerned  -,  and 
'  to  take  the  utmofl  care,  that  the  public 
'  fuflain  no  damage.'*  Particular  inftruc- 
tions  were  given  to  them,  from  time  to 
time,  as  occafion  required.  They  were 
confidered  as  the  fupreme  executive ;  and 
during  the  recels  of  the  convention,  their 
orders  and  recommendations  had  the  fame 
effect  as  the  acls  and  refolves  of  that 
whole  body. 

By  an  order  of  the  convention,  the  for- 
mer Secretary,  Theodore  Atkinfon,  Elq. 
delivered  up  the  Province  records,  to  a 
committee  which  was  fent  to  receive  them, 

and 

*  '  Ne  quid  detr'nnenti  refpublica  capiat.* 
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1775.  and  Ebenezer  Thompfon,  Efq.  was  ap- 
^—»— -•  pointed  in  his  place.  ,  The  records"  of 
deeds,  and  of  the  probate  office,  for  .the 
county  of  Rockingham,  Were  alfo  remov- 
ed to  Exeter,  as  a  place  of  greater  fafety 
than  Portfmouth.  The  former  Treasur- 
er, George  Jaffrey,  Efq.  was  applied  to 
for  the  public  money  in  his  hands,  which, 
to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  fixteen  pounds  four  millings  and 
eight  pence,  he  delivered  -,  and  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Efq.  was  appointed  Treafurer  in 
his  room. 

During  this  year,  three  emiflions  of  pa- 
per bills  were  made.  The  firft,  of  ten 
thoufand  and  fifty  pounds ;  the  fecond,  of 
ten  thoufand  pounds ;  and  the  third,  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds.  For  the  amount 
of  thole  Turns,  the  Treafurer  gave  his  ob- 
ligation in  fmall  notes,  which  pafled  for 
a  time,  as  current  money,  equal  in 
value  to  filver  and  gold.  But  as  emiflions 
were  multiplied,  as  the  redemption  of  the 
bills  was  put  off  to  diftant  periods,  and 
the  bills  themfelves  were  counterfeited,  it 
was  impoflible  for  them  long  to  hold 
their  value. 

Befide  the  three  regiments  which  made 
part  of  the  American  army  at  Cambridge, 

a  company 
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a  company  of  artillery  was  raifed  to  do  1775. 
duty  at  the  forts.  A  company  of  rangers  '  """"^ 
was  polled  on  Connecticut  river;  and 
two  companies  more  were  appointed,  to 
be  ready  to  march  wherever  the  commit- 
tee of  fafety  fhould  direct.  The  whole 
militia  was  divided  into  twelve  regiments  \ 
the  field  officers  were  appointed  by  the 
convention,  and  the  inferior  officers  were 
chofen  by  the  companies.  Out  of  the 
militia  were  inlifted  four  regiments  of 
minute-men,  fo  called,  becaufe  they  were 
to  be  ready  at  a  minute's  warning.  They 
were  conftantly  trained  to  military  duty, 
and  when  called  to  fervice,  were  allowed 
the  fame  pay  as  the  regiments  in  the  con- 
tinental army.  In  the  fucceeding  winter, 
when  the  Connecticut  forces  had  with- 
drawn from  the  camp,  becaufe  their  time 
of  fervice  was  expired,  iixteen  companies 
of  the  New-Hampfhire  militia,  of  flxty- 
one  men  each,  fupplied  their  place,  till  the 
Britifh  troops  evacuated  Boflon. 

The  convention  having  been  appoint- 
ed for  fix  months  only  5  before  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  applied  to  the  general 
Congrefs  for  their  advice,  refpe&ing  fome 
mode  of  government  for  the  future.  In 
anfwer  to  which,  the  Congrefs  recom- 
mended 
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1775.  mended  to  them,  < to  call  a  full  and  free 
KoT^  '  reprefentation  of  the  people  ;  that  thefe 
1  Reprefentatives,  if  they  fhould  think  it 
c  neceffary,  might  eflablifh  fuch  a  form  of 
'  government,  as,  in  their  judgment,  would 
'  beft  conduce  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
'  people,  and  moft  effectually  tend  to  fe- 
'  cure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  Prov- 

*  ince,  during  the  continuance  of  the  dif- 
c  pute  between  Great-Bqtain  and  the  Col- 

*  onies.'  On  receiving  this  advice,  the 
convention  took  into  their  confideration 

Nov.  x4.    tjie  moc^e  jn  which  a  full  and  free  repre- 

lentation  fhould  be  called;  and  finally 
agreed,  that  each  elector  fhould  pofTefs  a 
real  eftate  of  twenty  pounds  value,  and 
every  candidate  for  eleclion,  one  of  three 
hundred  pounds ;  that  every  town,  con- 
fifting  of  one  hundred  families,  fhould 
fend  one  Reprefentative,  and  one  more  for 
every  hundred  families ;  and  that  thofe 
towns  which  contained  a  lefs  number 
than  one  hundred  fhould  be  clafTed. 
They  had  before  ordered  a  furvey  to  be 
made  of  the  number  of  people  in  the  fev- 
eral  counties ;  and  having  obtained  it, 
they  determined,  that  the  number  of 
Reprefentatives  to  the  next  convention, 
fhould  bear  the  following  proportion  to 
the  number  of  people,  viz. 

Rockingham, 
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Rockingham,  37850  people  38  Reprefent-    1775^ 
Strafford,         127 13  13    atives. 

HilHborough,  1 6447  1 7 

Chefhire,        11089  15 

Grafton,  41 01  6 


In  all         -     82200  89 

Thefe  Reprefentatives  were  to  be  empow- 
ered, by  their  conftituents,  to  affume  gov- 
ernment as  recommended  by  the  general 
Congrefs,  and  to  continue  for  one  whole 
year  from  the  time  of  fuchaflumption.  The  * 
wages  of  the  members  were  to  be  paid  by 
the  feveral  towns,  and  their  travelling  ex- 
penfes  out  of  the  public  treafury.  Hav- 
ing formed  this  plan,  and  fent  copies  of 
it  to  the  feveral  towns,  the  convention 
diflblved.  Nov.  16. 

This  convention  was  compofed  chiefly 
of  men  who  knew  nothing  of  the  theory 
of  government,  and  had  never  before  been 
concerned  in  public  bufmefs.  In  the 
fhort  term  of  fix  months,  they  acquired 
fo  much  knowledge  by  experience,  as  to  be 
convinced,  that  it  was  improper  for  a  le- 
giflative  AfTembly  to  confift  of  one  Houfe 
only.  As  Toon  as  the  new  convention 
came  together,  they  drew  up  a  temporary 
form  of  government ;  and,  agreeably  to 
the  truft:  repofed  in  them  by  their  conftit- 
uents, 
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1776.  uents,  having  affumed  the  name  and  au- 
V*"v-J  thority  of  a  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
Jan.  5.  they  proceeded  to  choofe  twelve  perfons, 
to  be  a  diftincl:  branch  of  the  legiflature, 
by  the  name  of  a  Council.  Of  thefe,  five 
were  chofenfrom  the  county  of  Rocking- 
ham, two  from  Strafford,  two  from  Hillf- 
borough,  two  from  Chefhire  and  ovlq  from 
Grafton.  Thefe  were  empowered  to  elect 
their  own  Prefident,  and  any  feven  of 
them  were  to  be  a  quorum.  It  was  or- 
dained, that  no  acl  or  refolve  mould  be 
valid,  unlefs  palled  by  both  branches  of 
the  legiflature ;  that  all  money  bills  mould 
originate  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives ; 
that  neither  Houfe  mould  adjourn  for. 
more  than  two  days,  without  the  confent 
of  the  other;  that  a  Secretary,  and  all  oth- 
er public  officers  of  the  Colony,  and  of 
each  County,  for  the  current  year,  all 
general  and  field  officers  of  militia,  and  all 
officers  of  the  marching  regiments,  ihgujd 
be  appointed  by  the  two  Houfes  ;  all  fub- 
ordinate  militia  officers  by  their  refpective 
companies;  that  the  prelent  Aflembly 
mould  lubfift  one  year,  and  if  the  difpute 
with  Britain  ihould  continue  longer,,  and 
the  general  Congrefs  ihould  give  no  di- 
rections to  the  contrary,  that  precepts 
mould  be.iffued  annually  to  the  feveral 

towns 
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towns  on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  No-    1776, 
vember  for  the  choice  of  Counfellors  and    *— v— ' 
Reprefentatives,  to  be  returned  by  the 
third  Wednefday  in  December. 

In  this  hafty  production,  there  were 
fome  material  defects.  One  was  the  want 
of  an  executive  branch  of  government. 
To  remedy  this,  the  two  Houfes,  during 
their  feffion,  performed  executive  as  well 
as  legiflative  duty ;  and  at  every  adjourn- 
ment appointed  a  committee  of  fafety,  to 
fit  in  the  recefs,  with  the  fame  powers,  as 
had  been  given  in  the  preceding  year,  by 
the  convention.  The  number  of  this 
committee  varied  from  fix  to  fixteen.  The 
Prefident  of  the  Council  was  alfo  Prefident 
of  this  executive  Committee.  The  perfon 
chofen  to  fill  this  chair  was  an  old,  tried, 
faithful  fervant  of  the  public,  the  honora- 
ble Meshech  Weare,  Efq.  who  was  alfo 
appointed  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Superior 
Court.  So  great  was  the  confidence  of 
the  people  in  this  gentleman,  that  they 
fcrupled  not  to  invert  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  the  highefl  offices,  legiflative, 
executive,  and  judicial ;  in  which  he  was 
continued  by  annual  elections  during  the 
whole  war. 

This  conftitution  was  prefaced  with  fev- 

eral  reafons  for  adopting  government,  viz. 

Bb  That 


v— y-»J 
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1776.  That  the  Britifh  Parliament  had,  by  ma- 
ny grievous  and  oppreflive  acts,  deprived 
lis  of  our  native  rights  j  to  enforce  obe- 
dience to  which  acts,  the  miniftry  of  that 
kingdom  had  fent  a  powerful  fleet  and 
army  into  this  country,  and  had  wanton- 
ly and  cruelly  abufed  their  power,  in 
deftroying  our  lives  and  property ;  that 
the  fudden  and  abrupt  departure  of  our 
late  Governor,  had  left  us  deftitute  of  le- 
giflation  -,  that  no  judicial  Courts  were 
open  to  punifli  offenders  5  and  that  the 
continental  Congrefs  had  recommended 
the  adoption  of  a  form  of  government. 
Upon  thefe  grounds  the  convention  made 
a  declaration  in  thefe  words,  *  We  con- 

*  ceive  ourfelves  reduced  to  the  necejjity  of 
6  eftablifhing  a  form  of  government,  to 

*  continue  during   the  prefent  unhappy 

*  and  unnatural  conteft  with  Great  Brit- 

*  ain  ',   protefting  and  declaring,  that  we 

*  never  fought  to  throw  off  our  depen- 

*  dence  on  Great-Britain ;  but  felt  our- 
'  felves  happy  under  her  protection,  whilfr. 
4  we  could  enjoy  our  conftitutional  rights 

*  and  privileges  ;  and  that  we  mall  re- 
e  joice,  if  fuch  a  reconciliation  between  us 

*  and  our  parent  State  can  be  effected,  as 
'  fhall  be  approved  by   the  continental 

*  Congrefs,  inwhofe  prudence  andwifdom 
'  we  confide.'  Such 
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Such  was  the  language,  and  fuch  were    1776. 
the  fentiments  of  the  people  at  that  time  ;    '— v~> 
and  had  the  Britifh  government,  on  the 
removal  of  their   troops    from   Boflon, 
treated  with  us,  in  anfwer  to  our  lair  pe- 
tition, upon  the  principle  of  reconciliation ; 
and  reftored  us  to  the  ftate  in  which  we 
were  before  the  ftamp-acl  was  made,  they 
might  even   then,  have   preferved   their 
connexion  with  us.     But  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  months,  we  not  only  found  our  pe- 
titions difregarded,  and  our  profeffions  of 
attachment  to  the  parent  Hate  treated  as 
hypocritical ;  but  their  hoftile  intentions 
became  fo  apparent,  and  our  fituation  was 
fo. lingular,  that  there  could  be  no  hope 
of  fafety  for  us,  without  diflbiving  our 
connexion  with  them,  and  alarming  that 
equal  rank  among  the  powers  of  the  earth 
for  which  nature  had  defined  us,   and  to 
which  the  voice  of  reafon  and  Providence 
loudly  called  us.     Britain  had  engaged 
foreign  mercenaries  to  affift  in  fubjugating 
us ;  juftice  required  that  we  mould  in  our 
turn  court  foreign  aid  $  but  this  could  not 
be  had,  whilft  we  acknowledged  ourfelves 
fubjecls  of  that  Crown  againfl  whofe  pow- 
.  er  we  were  ftruggling.     The  exertions 
which  we  had  made,  and  the  blood  which 
.  we  had  flied,  were  deemed  too  great  a  price 
B  b  2  for 
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1776.    for  reconciliation  to  a  power  which  ftill 


W-v-*J 


claimed  the  right  c  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes 
*  whatfoever/  and  which  held  out  to  us 
unconditional  fubmiffion,  as  the  only  terms 
on  which  we  were  to  expect  even  a  pardon. 
Subjection  to  a  Prince  who  had  thrown 
us  out  of  his  protection  j  who  had  ruined 
our  commerce,  deftroyed  our  cities  and 
fpilled  our  blood ;  and  who  would  not 
govern  us  at  all,  without  the  interpofition 
of  a  legiflative  body,  in  whofe  election  we 
had  no  voice,  was  an  idea  too  abfurd  to 
be  any  longer  entertained.  Thefe  fenti- 
ments,  being  fet  in  their  juft  light  by  vari- 
ous publications  and  addreffes,  had  fuch 
force  as  to  produce  a  total  change  of  the 
public  opinion.  Independence  became  the 
general  voice  of  the  fame  people,  who  but 
a  few  months  before  had  petitioned  for 
reconciliation.  When  this  could  not  be 
had,  but  on  terms  difgraceful  to  the  caufe 
which  we  had  undertaken  to  fupport,  we 
were  driven  to  that  as  our  only  refuge. 
The  minds  of  the  people  at  large  in  mofl 
of  the  Colonies  being  thus  influenced, 
they  called  upon  their  delegates  in  Congrefs 
to  execute  the  act  which  fhould  fever  us 
from  foreign  dominion,  and  put  us  into  a 
fituation  to  govern  ourfelves.*  It 

*  On  the  1  ith  of  June  1776,  a  committee  was  chofen  by  the  Aflem- 
bly  of  New  Hampfhire  *  to  make  a  draught  of  a  declaration  of  the  Ge- 
*  neral  Affembly  for  the  independence  of  the  united  Colonies  o» 
s  Gre.au- J5ri tain,  to  l>e  tranfmitted  to  our  delegates  in  Congrefs.* 
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It  ought  ever  to  be  remembered,  that 
the  declaration  of  our  independence  was  , 
made,  at  a  point  of  time,  when  no  royal 
Governor  had  even  the  fhadow  of  au- 
thority  in  any  of  the  Colonies ;  and  when 
no  Britifli  troops  had  any  footing  on  this 
Continent.  The  country  was  then  abfo- 
lutely  our  own.  A  formidable  force  was 
indeed  collected  on  our  coafts,  ready  to  in-  ' 
vade  us ;  and  in  the  face  of  that  armament 
this  decifive  ftep  was  taken.  The  decla- 
ration was  received  with  joy  by  the  Ame- 
rican army  then  aflembled  at  New- York. 
Within  fourteen  days  it  was  publifhed  by  July  lg 
beat  of  drum  in  all  the  mire  towns  of  New- 
Hampfliire,  It  relieved  us  from  a  flate 
of  embarraiTment.  We  then  knew  the 
ground  on  which  we  flood,  and  from  that 
time  everv  thing  afTumed  a  new  appear- 
ance. ,  The  jargon  of  diftinctions  between 
the  limits  of  authority  on  the  one  fide, 
and  of  liberty  on  the  other,  was  done 
away.  The  fingle  queflion  was,  whether 
we  fhould  be  conquered  Provinces,  or  free  obf 
and  independent  States.  On  this  queflion, 
every  perlon  was  able  to  form  his  own  J*^??* 
judgment ;  and  it  was  of  fuch  magnitude 
that  no  man  could  be  at  a  lofs  to  flake  his 

life  on  its  decifion. 

It 

Bb3 


erva« 
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Revolution 
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It  is  amufing  to  recoiled,  at  this  dis- 
tance of  time,  that  one  effect  of  indepen- 
dence was  an  averfion  to  every  thing 
which  bore  the  name  and  marks  of  royalty. 
Sign  boards  on  which  were  painted  the 
King's  arms,  or  the  crown  and  fceptre, 
or  the  portraits  of  any  branches  of  the 
royal  family,  were  pulled  down  or  defaced. 
Pictures  and  efcutcheons  of  the  fame  kind 
in  private  houfes  were  inverted  or  con- 
cealed. The  names  of  ftreets,  which  had 
been  called  after  a  King  or  Queen  were 
altered  j  and  the  half-pence,  which  bore 
the  name  of  George  II  J,  were  either  refufed 
in  payment,  or  degraded  to  farthings. 
Thefe  lafl  have  not  yet  recovered  their  va- 
lue. 

The  new  AfTembly  began  their  adminif- 
tration  by  eftablifhing  Judicial  Courts,  on 
the  fame  fyftem  as  before,  excepting  that 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  which  had  long  been 
efteemed  a  grievance,  was  abolifhed,  and 
all  appeals  to  Great-Britain  were  prohibit- 
ed. Appeals  from  the  Probate  Courts, 
which  formerly  came  before  the  Governor 
and  Council,  were  transferred  to  the  Su- 
perior Court,  whofe  judgment  was  now 
made  final.  Encouragement  was  given  to 
fit  out  armed  veflels,  and  a  maritime  Court 
was  eftablifhed  for  the  trial  of  captures  by 

fea, 


N  E  W-H  AMPSHIRE.  407 

lea.  A  law  was  made  to  punifh  the  conn-  1776. 
terfeiting  of  the  paper  bills  of  this  and  of  *—*■"■' 
the  United  States  ;  and  to  make  them  £  a 
*  tender  for  any  money  due  by  deed  or 
'  fimple  contracV  After  the  declaration 
of  independence  the  flyie  of  Colony  was 
changed  for  that  of  the  State  of  New- 
Hampfhire.  A  new  law  was  enacted  to 
regulate  the  militia.  More  paper  bills 
were  iflued  to  pay  the  expenfes  of  the  war  > 
and  provifion  was  made  for  drawing  in 
fome  of  the  bills  by  taxes..  Doubts  had 
arifen,  whether  the  former  laws  were  in 
force  j  a  fpecial  act.  was  therefore  pafFed,  re- 
viving and  re-enacting  all  the  laws  which 
were  in  force,  at  the  time  when  govern- 
ment was  afTumed  5  as  far  as  they  were  not 
repugnant  to  the  new  form,  or  to  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Colonies,  or  not  aclu- 
ally  repealed. 

The  Congrefs  having  ordered  feveral  May  n. 
frigates  to  be  built  in  different  places; 
one  of  thirty-two  guns,  called  the  Raleigh, 
was  launched  at  Portfmouth,  in  fixty  days 
from  the  time  when  her  keel  was  laid; 
but  for  want  of  guns  and  ammunition, 
and  other  neceflaries,  it  was  a  long  time 
before  fhe  was  completely  fitted  for  the 
fea.  The  making  of  falt-petre  was  en  - 
couraged  by  a  bounty  j  and  many  trials 
were  made  before  it  was  produced  in  pu- 
B  b  4  rity. 
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1776.  rity.  Powder  mills  were  erecled,  and  the 
manufacture  of  gunpowder  was,  after 
fome  time,  eftablifhed  ;  but  notwithfland- 
ing  all  our  exertions,  foreign  fupplies 
were  necefiary. 

For  the  fervice  of  this  year,  two  thou- 
fand  men  were  raifed,  and  formed  into 
three  regiments,  under  the  fame  command- 
ers as  in  the  former  year.  Three  hun- 
dred men  were  polled  at  the  forts  in  the 
harbour.  Supplies  of  fire  arms  and  am- 
munition were  fent  to  the  weftern  parts 
of  the  State,  and  a  regiment  was  raifed  in 
that  quarter,  under  the  command  of  Col, 
Timothy  Bedel,  to  be  ready  to  march  in- 
to Canada. 

The  three  regiments  went  with  the  ar- 
my under  General  Wafhington  to  New- 
York  j  and  thence  were  ordered  up  the 
Hudfon,  and  down  the  lakes  into  Canada, 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Briga- 
dier General  Sullivan.  The  defign  of  this 
movement  was  to  fuccour  and  reinforce 
the  army,  which  had  been  fent,  the  pre- 
ceding year,  againil  Quebec  -,  and  which 
was  now  retreating  before  a  fuperior  force, 
which  had  arrived  from  Britain,  as  early 
as  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  was 
opened.  Our  troops  having  met  the.  re- 
treating army  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel, 
threw  up  fome  flight  works  round  their 

camp. 
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camp.  General  Thomas,  who  had  com-  17760 
manded  the  army  after  the  fall  of  the 
brave  Montgomery,  was  dead  of  the  fm  all- 
pox.  Arnold  was  engaged  in  flapping 
the  merchants  of  Montreal,  under  pre- 
tence of  fupplying  the  army  5  and  Thomp- 
fon  was  taken  prif oner  in  an  unfuccefsful 
attack  on  the  village  of  Trois  Rivieres. 
The  command  therefore  devolved  on  Sul- 
livan, who,  finding  a  retreat  necefTary, 
conducted  it  with  great  prudence.  At  this 
time  t  he  American  troops,  and  in  particular 
the  regiments  of  New-Ham pihire,  had  tak- 
en the  infection  of  the  fmall-pox.  The  fick 
were  placed  in  batteaux,  and  with  the 
cannon  and  flores,  were  drawn  againft 
the  rapid  current,  by  the  ftrength  of  men 
on  fhore,  or  wading  in  the  water ;  and 
{o  clofe  was  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy, 
that  they  could  fcarcely  find  time  to  kin- 
dle a  fire  to  drefs  their  victuals,  or  dry 
their  clothes.  At  St.  John's  the  purfuit 
ceafed.  On  the  arrival  of  our  army  at  July  »■ 
Ticonderoga,  Sullivan,  being  fuperfeded 
by  Gates,  returned  to  the  main  army  at 
New- York.  The  troops  in  the  northern 
department  being  reinforced  by  the  mili- 
tia of  the  neighbouring  States,  fortified  the 
pofls  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Indepen- 
dence.   Befide  the  fmall-pox,  a  dyfentery 

and 
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1776.  and  putrid  fever  raged  among  them  ;  and 

t"v~*J  it  was  computed,  that  of  the  New-Hamp- 
fhire  regiments,  nearly  one  third  part  di- 
ed this  year  by  ficknefs. 

When  the  danger  of  an  attack  on  Ti- 
conderoga  for  that  feafon,  was  pafTed,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  New-Hampfhire 
troops  marched  by  the  way  of  the  Mini- 
iinks,  into  Pennfylvania.  There  they  join- 
ed General  Waihington,  and  afftfted  in 
the  glorious  capture  of  the  Heffians  at 
Trenton,  and  afterward  in  the  battle  of 
Princeton.  Though  worn  down  with 
fatigue,  and  almoft  deflitute  of  clothing, 

2"r^ary.  W  that  inclement  feafon,  they  continued 
in  the  fervice  fix  weeks  after  the  term  of 
their  inliflment  had  expired  j  and  two 
regiments  of  the  militia  which  were  fent 
to  reinforce  the  army  remained  till  March. 
By   this   time    the   inconvenience    of 

22Jl.  maintaining  an  army,  by  annual  inlift- 
ments  and  temporary  levies,  was  feverely 
felt,  and  generally  reprobated;  and  the 
Congrefs,  though  How  in  liftening  to  re- 
monitrances  on  this  head,  were  oblig- 
ed to  adopt  a  more  permanent  eftab* 
limment.  In  recruiting  the  army  for 
the  next  year,  the  officers  were  ap- 
pointed by  Congrefs,  during  the  war  j  and 
the  men  inlifted  either  for  that  term,  or 

for 
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for  three  years.  The  commanders  of  the  1777. 
three  regiments  of  New-Hampfhire,  were  ,*~v--' 
the  Colonels  Jofeph  Cilley,  Nathan  Hale 
and  Alexander  Scammell.  Thefe  regi- 
ments were  fupplied  with  new  French 
arms  ;  and  their  rendezvous  was  at  Ti- 
conderoga,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Poor.  There  they 
remained,  till  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  july  6. 
army  under  General  Burgoyne,  rendered 
it  eligible  to  abandon  that  poft.  On  the 
retreat,  Col.  Hale's  battalion  was  order- 
ed to  cover  the  rear  of  the  invalids,  by 
which  means,  he  was  ieven  miles  behind 
the  main  body.  The  next  morning  he 
was  attacked,  by  an  advanced  party  of  the 
enemy  at  Hubberton.  In  this  engage- 
ment, Major  Titcomb  of  the  New-Hamp- 
fhire troops,  was  wounded.  Col.  Hale, 
Captains  Robertfon,  Carr,  and  Norris, 
Adjutant  Elliot,  and  two  other  officers 
were  taken  prifoners,  with  about  one  hun- 
dred men.  The  main  body  of  the  army 
continued  their  retreat  to  Saratoga.  On 
their  way  they  had  a  fkirmifh  with  the 
enemy  at  Fort  Anne,  in  which  Captain 
Weare,  fon  of  the  Prefident,  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  died  at  Albany. 

Immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  Ti- 
conderoga,  the  committee  of  the  New- 
Hampfhire 
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*777 >  Hampfhire  Grants  (who  had  now  formed 
ju,y"8#  '  themfelves  into  a  new  State)  wrote  in  the 
ktlfwla  mo^  Preffin§  terms,  to  the  committee  of 
»"•  fafety  at  Exeter  for  afliftance,  and  faid 
that  if  none  fhould  be  afforded  to  them, 
they  ihould  be  obliged  to  retreat  to  the 
New-England  States  for  fafety.  When 
the  news  of  this  affair  reached  NeW-Hamp- 
fhire,  the  Affembly  had  finiihed  their  fpring 
feflion  and  returned  home.  A  fummons 
from  the  committee  brought  them  together 
jaiy  17.  again  5  and  in  a  fhort  feflion  of  three  days 
only,  they  took  the  moll  effectual  and  de- 
cifive  fleps  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
They  formed  the  whole  militia  of  the  State 
into  two  Brigades  ;  of  the  firft  they  gave 
the  command  to  William  Whipple,  and 
of  the  fecond  to  John  Stark.  They  or- 
dered one  fourth  part  of  Stark's  brigade, 
and  one  fourth  of  three  regiments  of  the 
other  brigade,  to  march  immediately  un- 
der his  command,  *  to  flop  the  progrefs 
*  of  the  enemy  on  our  weftern  frontiers/ 
They  ordered  the  militia  officers,  to  take 
away  arms,  from  all  perfons,  who  fcrupled 
or  refufed  to  affifl,  in  defending  the  coun- 
try j  and  appointed  a  day  of  fafling  and 
prayer,  which  was  obferved  with,  great  fo- 
lemnity. 

The 


N  E  W-H  AMPSHIRE.  413 

The  appointment  of  Stark,  to  this  com-    1  jjj, 
mand,  with  the  fame  pay  as  a  Brigadier  in  v— *"-* 
the  Continental  fervice,    was   peculiarly 
grateful  to  the  people  as  well  as  to  himfelf. 
In  an   arrangement  of  general   officers, 
in   the   preceding   year,  a  junior  officer 
had  been  promoted,  whilfl  he  was  neglect- 
ed.    He  had  written  on  this  fubject  to 
Congrefs,  and  his  letters  were  laid  on  the 
table.  He  therefore  quitted  the  army,  and 
retired  to  his  own  eftate.  He  was  now  by 
the  unanimous  voice  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
inverted  with  a  feparate  command,  and  re- 
ceived orders  to  { repair  to  Charleflown  JJS0JJ!* 
'  on  Connecticut  river ;  there  to  confult  onfile* 
6  with  a  committee  of  the  New-  Ham p- 
€  fhire  Grants,  refpecting  his  future  opera- 
4  tions  and  the  fupply  of  his  men  with 
c  provifions  5  to  take  the  command  of  the 

*  mjlitia  and  march  into  the  Grants  ;  to 
'  act  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  that 

*  new  State,  or  any  other  of  the  States,  or 
1  of  the  United  States,  or  feparately,  as  it 
s  fhould  appear  expedient  to  him  ;  for  the 
1  protection  of  the  people  and  the  annoy- 

*  ance  of  the  enemy/ 

In  a  few  days  he  proceeded  to  Charlef- 
town,  and  as  fail  as  his  men  arrived,  he 
fent  them  forward,  to  join  the  forces  of 
the  new  State,  under  Col,  Warner,  who 

had 
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1777.  had  taken   poft  at  Manchefter,  twenty 

^u-v^j    mijes  northward  of  Bennington.     Here 

Stark  joined  him,   and  met  with  General 

MScop^of         .  ''  Till  r  f-  • 

T.incoins  Lincoln,  who  had  been  lent  from  Stillwa- 
ter, by  General  Schuyler,  commander  of 
the  northern  department,  to  conduct  the 
militia  to  the  weft  fide  of  Hudion's  river. 
Stark  informed  him  of  his  orders,  and  of 
the  danger  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Grants  apprehended  from  the  enemy,  and 
from  their  difaffected  neighbours  ;  that  he 
had  confulted  with  the  committee,  and 
that  it  was  the  determination  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  cafe  he  mould  join  the  Continental 
army  and  leave  them  expofed,  that  they 
would  retire  to  the  eafl  of  Connecticut 
river  ;  in  which  cafe  New-Hampfhire 
would  be  a  frontier.  He  therefore  deter- 
mined to  remain  on  the  flank  of  the  ene- 
my, and  to  watch  their  motions.  For  this 

A«g.  9.  purpofe  he  collected  his  force  at  Benning- 
ton, and  left  Warner  with  his  regiment  at 
Manchefter.  A  report  of  this  determina- 
tion was  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  and  the 
orders  on  which  it  was  founded  were  by 
them  difapproved  :,  but  the  propriety  of  it 
was  evinced  by  fubfequent  facts. 

Aug.  9.  General  Burgoyne,  with  the  main  body 
of  the  Britiih  army  lay  at  Fort  Edward. 
Thence  he  detached  Lieut.  Col.  Baum, 
with  about  fifteen  hundred  of  his  German 

troops, 
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troops,  and  one  hundred  Indians,  to  per-    1777 '• 
vade  the  Grants  as  far  as  Connecticut  river,  ,^Tr^J 

'     MS  copy 

with  a  view  to  collecl  horfes  to  mount  the  of  B"r* 


goyne  s  or« 


letters  in 
the  files. 


dragoons,  and  cattle,  both  for  labour  and  <*e» 
provifions  5  and  to  return  to  the  army 
with  his  booty.  He  was  to  perfuade  the 
people  among  whom  he  mould  pafs,  that 
his  detachment  was  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  Britiih  army,  which  was  marching  to 
Bolton.  He  was  accompanied  by  Colonel 
Skeene,  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  country ;  and  he  was  ordered  to  fecure 
his  camp  by  night. 

The  Indians,  who  preceded  this  de- 
tachment, being  difcovered  about  twelve  tSiclm 
miles  from  Bennington  j  Stark  detached 
Col.  Greg,  with  two  hundred  men,  to  ftop 
their  march.  In  the  evening  of  the  fame 
day,  he  was  informed  that  a  body  of  regu- 
lar troops,  with  a  train  of  artillery,  was 
in  full  march  for  Bennington.  The  next 
morning  he  marched  with  his  whole  brig- 
ade, and  fome  of  the  militia  of  the  Grants, 
to  fupport  Greg,  who  found  himfelf  una- 
ble to  withfland  the  fuperior  number  of 
the  enemy.  Having  proceeded  about  four 
miles,  he  met  Greg  retreating,  and  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy  purfuing,  within 
half  a  mile  of  his  rear.  When  they  dif- 
covered Stark's  column,  they  halted  in  an 

advantageous 


Aug.   14. 
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1777.  advantageous  pofition ;  and  he  drew  up  his 
v^r**  men  on  an  eminence  in  open  view ;  but 
could  not  bring  them  to  an  engagement. 
He  then  marched  back,  about  a  mile,  and 
encamped ;  leaving  a  few  men  to  fkirmiih 
with  them  -,  who  killed  thirty  of  the  ene- 
my and  two  of  the  Indian  chiefs.  The 
next  day  was  rainy.  Stark  kept  his  pofi- 
Aug.  *s-  tion,  and  fent  out  parties  to  harrafs  the 
enemy.  Many  of  the  Indians  took  this 
opportunity  to  defert;  becaufe,  as  they 
faid,  f  the  woods  were  full  of  yankees/ 

On  the  folio  wing  morning  Stark  was 
joined  by  a  company  of  militia  from  the 
Grants,  and  another  from  the  county  of 
Berkfhire  in  Manachufetts.  His  whole 
force  amounted  to  about  fixteen  hundred. 
He  fent  Col.  Nichols,  with  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 
left  wing  j  and  Col.  Hendrick,  with  three 
hundred,  to  the  rear  of  their  right.  He 
placed  three  hundred  to  oppofe  their  front 
and  draw  their  attention.  Then  fending 
Colonels  Hubbard  and  Stickney,  with  two 
hundred  to  attack  the  right  wing,  and  one 
hundred  more  to  reinforce  Nichols  in  the 
rear  of  their  left,  the  attack  began  in  that 
quarter  precifely  at  three  of  the  clock  in 
the  aftern  oon .  It  was  immediately  fecond- 
ed  by  the  other  detachments ;  and  at  th 

fame 
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fame  time  Stark  himfelf  advanced  with  the    1777* 
main  body.     The  engagement  lafted  two   *— «—' 
hours  ;  at  the  end  of  which  he  forced  their 
breaftworks,  took  two  pieces  of  brafs  can- 
non and  a  number  of  prifoners  j  the  reft 
retreated. 

Juft  at  this  inftant,  he  received  intelli- 
gence that  another  body  of  the  enemy  was 
within  two  miles  of  him.  This  was 
a  reinforcement  for  which  Baum  had  fent, 
when  he  firft  knew  the  force  which  he 
was  to  oppofe.  It  was  commanded  by 
Col.  Breyman.  Happily  Warner's  regi- 
ment from  Mancheiler  came  up  with  them 
and  flopped  them.  Stark  rallied  his  men 
and  renewed  the  aclion  ;  it  was  warm  and 
defperate ;  he  ufed,  with  fuccefs,  the  can- 
non which  he  had  taken  5  and  at  funfet 
obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat.  He  purfued 
them  till  night,  and  then  halted,  to  pre- 
vent his  own  men  from  killing  each  other, 
in  the  dark.  He  took  from  the  enemy 
two  other  pieces  of  cannon,  with  all  their 
baggage,  waggons  and  horfes.  Two  hun- 
dred and  twenty- fix  men  were  found  dead 
on  the  field.  Their  commander,  Baum, 
was  taken  and  died  of  his  wounds  3  befide 
whom,  thirty-three  officers,  and  above 
feven  hundred  privates,  were  made  prifon- 
ers. Of  Stark's  brigade  four  officers  and 
C  c  .  ten 
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1777.    ten  privates  were  killed  and  forty- two 

l— « — '    were  wounded. 

In  the  account  of  this  battle,  which 
S  tark  fent  to  the  committee  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  he  faid,  c  our  people  behaved  with 
f  the  greater!:  fpirit  and  bravery  imagina- 
-  ble.  Had  every  man  been  an  Alexander, 
c  or  a  Charles  of  Sweden,  they  could  not 

*  have  behaved  better.'  He  was  fenfible 
of  the  advantage  of  keeping  on  the  flank 
of  the  enemy's  main  body  5  and  therefore 
fent  for  one  thoufand  men  to  replace  thofe 
whofe  time  had  expired  -,  but  intimated  to 
the  committee  that  he  himfelf  mould  re- 
turn with  the  brigade.  They  cordially 
thanked  him  *  for  the  very  effential  fervice 
'  which  he  had  done  to  the  country,'  but 
earneftly  prefled  him  to  continue  in  the 
command  5  and  fent  him  a  reinforcement, 
s  alluring  the  men  that  they  were  to  ferve 

*  under  General  Stark.'  This  argument 
prevailed  with  the  men  to  march,  and 
with  Stark  to  remain. 

The  prifoners  taken  in  this  battle  were 
fent  to  Bofton.  The  trophies  were  divid- 
ed between  New-Hampfhire  and  MafTa- 
chufetts.  But  Congrefs  heard  of  this  vic- 
tory by  accident.  Having  waited  fome 
time  in  expectation  of  letters,  and  none 
arriving;  inquiry  was  made  why   Stark 

had 
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had  not  written  to  Congrefs  ?  He  anfwer-  1777* 
ed,  that  his  correfpondence  with  them  was 
clofed,  as  they  had  not  attended  to  his  laft 
letters.  They  took  the  hint  j  and  though 
they  had  but  a  few  days  before  refolved, 
that  the  inftruclions  which  he  had  received 
were  deftructive  of  military  fubordination, 
and  prejudicial  to  the  common  caufe ;  yet 
they  prefented  their  thanks  to  him,  and  to 
the  officers  and  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, and  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  a 
Brigadier  General,  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

This  victory  gave  a  fevere  check  to  the 
hopes  of  the  enemy,  and  raifed  the  fpirits 
of  the  people  after  long  depreffion.  It  whol- 
ly changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the  north- 
ern   department.    Inftead  of  difappoint-  j 

ment  and  retreat,  and  the  lofs  of  men  by 
hard  labor  and  ficknefs ;  we  now  were 
convinced,  not  only  that  our  militia  could 
fight  without  being  covered  by  intrench- 
ments ;  but  that  they  were  able,  even  with- 
out artillery,  to  cope  with  regular  troops 
in  their  intrenchments.  The  fuccefs  thus 
gained  was  regarded  as  a  good  omen  of 
farther  advantages.  '  Let  us  get  them  in- 
'  to  the  woods,'  was  the  language  of  the 
whole  country.  Burgoyne  was  daily  put- 
ting his  army  into  a  more  hazardous  fitu- 
C  c  2  ation  : 
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1777.  ation ;  and  we  determined  that  no  exertion 
^^"^  mould  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  com- 
plete the  ruin  of  his  boafted  enterprife. 
The  northern  army  was  reinforced  by  the 
militia  of  all  the  neighbouring  States. 
Brigadier  Whipple  marched  with  a  great 
part  of  his  brigade  j  betides  which,  volun- 
teers in  abundance  from  every  part,  of 
New-Hampfhire  flew  to  the  army  under 
General  Gates.  Two  defperate  battles 
were  fought,  the  one  at  Stillwater  and  the 
other  at  Saratoga  \  in  both  of  which,  the* 
troops  of  New-Ham plliire  had  a  large 
mare  of  the  honor  due  to  the  American 
army.  In  the  former  action,  two  Lieuten- 
ant Colonels,  Adams  and  Colburne,  and 
Lieutenant  Thomas,  were  (lain  in  the  field; 
and  feveral  other  brave  officers  were 
wounded,  one  of  whom,  Captain  Bell,  died 
in  the  hofpital.  In  the  latter,  Lieut.  Col. 
Conner  and  Lieut.  McCiary  were  killed, 
with  a  great  number  of  their  men ;  and 
Col.  Scammel  was  wounded.  The  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  battles  was  the  furren- 
der  of  Burgoyne's  army.  This  grand 
object  being  attained,  the  New-Hamp- 
fhire regiments  performed  a  march  of 
forty  miles,  and  forded  the  Mohawk 
river,  below  the  falls,  in  the  fpace  of  four- 
teen hours.     The  defign    of  this   rapid 

movement 
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movement  was  to  check  the  progrefs  of  a  1777. 
detachment,  commanded  by  the  Britifh 
General  Clinton  ;  who  threatened  Albany 
with  the  fame  deftru6tion  which  he  had 
fpread  in  the  country  below  j  but  on  hear- 
ing the  fate  of  Burgoyne,  he  returned 
-quietly  to  New- York.  The  regiments 
then  marched  into  Permfylvania  and  paffed 
the  winter  in  huts  at  Valley-forge.  Beiide 
thofe  officers  (lain  at  the  northward,  we 
fuftained  a  lofs  in  the  death  of  Major  Ed- 
ward Sherburne,  Aid  de  Camp  to  General 
Sullivan,  who  was  killed  in  a  bold,  but 
unfuccefsful  action  at  Germantown. 

After  the  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army, 
all  danger  of  invafion  from  Canada  ceafed ; 
and  the  theatre  of  the  war  was  removed 
to  the  fouthward.  The  troops  of  New- 
Hampihire,  being  formed  into  a  airline! 
brigade,  partook  of  all  the  fervices  and 
fufferings,  to  which  their  brethren  were 
expofed.  In  the  battle  of  Monmouth, 
a  part  of  them  were  clofely  engaged,  under 
the  conduct  of  Col.  Cilley  and  Lieut.  Col. 
Dearborn  -,  and  behaved  with  fuch  bravery 
as  to  merit  the  particular  approbation  of 
their  illuflrious  General.  They  continu- 
ed with  the  main  body,  all  that  campaign, 
and  were  hutted,  in  the  following  winter, 
at  Reading. 

C  c  3  In 
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1778.  In  the  fummer  of  1778,  when  a  French 
v^r**'    fleet  appeared  on  our  coaft,  to  aid  us  in 

the  conteil  with  Britain ;  an  invafion  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  then  pofTefied  by  theBritifh, 
was  projected,  and  General  Sullivan  had 
the  command.  Detachments  of  militia 
and  volunteers,  from  Maffachufetts  and 
New-Hampfhire,  formed  a  part  of  his 
troops.  But  a  violent  itorm,  having  pre- 
vented the  co-operation  of  the  French  fleet, 
and  driven  them  to  fea ;  the  army,  after  a 
few  ikirmifhes,  was  under  the  difagreea- 
ble  necefiity  of  quitting  the  ifland  ;  and 
the  retreat  was  conducted  by  Sullivan 
with  the  greatefl  caution  and  prudence. 
When  an  expedition  into  the  Indian 

1779.  country  was  determined  on,  General  Sul- 
%—<~J    livan  was  appointed  to  the  command,  and 

the  New-Hampfhire  brigade  made  a  part 
of  his  force.  His  route  was  up  the  river 
Sufquehanna  into  the  country  of  the  Sene- 
kas;  a  tra£f.  imperfectly  known,  and  into 
which  no  troops  had  ever  penetrated.  The 
order  of  his  march  was  planned  with 
great  judgment,  and  executed  with  much 
regularity  and  perfeverance.  In  feveral 
engagements  with  the  Savages,  the  troops 
of  New-Hampfhire  behaved  with  their 
ufual  intrepidity.  Capt.  Cloyes  and  Lieut. 
McAulay  were  lulled,  and  Major  Titcomb 

was 


N  EW-H  A  M  PSHIR  E.  423 

was  again  badly  wounded.  The  provi-  1 7 7  9  -. 
lions  of  the  army  falling  fhort,  before  the  '  "  ' 
objecl:  of  the  expedition  was  completed, 
the  troops  generoufly  agreed  to  fubiift  on 
fuch  as  could  be  found  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try. After  their  return,  they  rejoined  the 
main  army,  and  pafled  a  third  winter  in 
huts,  at  Newtown  in  Connecticut.  In  the 
latter  end  of  this  year  Sullivan  refigned 
his  command  and  retired. 

In  the  following  year,  the  New-Hamp-  1780. 
mire  regiments  did  duty  at  the  important  c"v'~" 
poft  of  Weft-Point,  and  afterward  march- 
ed into  New-Jerfey,  where  General  Poor 
died.  Three  regiments  of  militia  were  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  this  year.  The 
,  fourth  winter  was  paned  in  a  hutted  can- 
tonment, at.  a  place  called  Soldier's  For- 
tune, near  Hudfon's  river.  In  the  clofe 
of  this  year,  the  three  regiments  were  re- 
duced to  two,  which  were  commanded  by 
the  Colonels  Scammel  and  George  Reid. 

The  next  year,  a  part  of  them  remained 
in  the  State  of  New -York,  and  another 
part  marched  to  Virginia,  and  were  pres- 
ent at  the  capture  of  the  fecond  Britifh 
army,  under  Earl  Cornwallis.  Here  the 
brave  and  a£tive  Col.  Scammel  was  killed. 
In  the  winter,  the  firft  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  Col.  Dearborn,  was 
C  c  4  quartered 
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1782.  quartered  at  Saratoga,  and  the  fecond  on 
Mohawk  river  3  in  which  places  they  were 
jftationed,  till  the  clofe  of  the  following 
year ;  when  the  approach  of  peace  relaxed 
the  operations  of  war.  In  a  few  months, 
the  negotiations  were  fo  far  advanced,  that 
a  treaty  was  made  5  and  the  fame  royal 
lips,  which  from  the  throne  had  pronounc- 
ed us c  revolted  fubje&s,'  now  acknowledg- 
ed US  as  £  FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT 
STATES.' 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXVI. 

Paper-money.     Confifcatiom.     State  Confti-* 
tution*     Controverfy  with  Vermont. 

THE  war  in  which  we  became  involv- 
ed with  Britain,  found  us  not  des- 
titute of  refources,  but  unikilled  in  the 
art  of  finance.  Former  wars  had  been 
maintained  by  a  paper  currency  5  which, 
though  it  depreciated  in  fome  meafure, 
yet  was  finally  redeemed  by  the  reimburfe- 
ments  which  we  received  from  the  Britifh 
Treafury.  We  had  been  alfo  ufed  to  iffue 
bills  on  loan,  and  receive  landed  property 
as  fecurity  for  its  redemption.  To  the 
fame  mode  we  had  recourfe  on  this  occa- 
lion,  without  either  of  the  foundations 
on  which  our  former  currencies  had  been 
fupported.  Bills  of  credit  were  emitted 
with  no  other  fund  for  their  redemption 
than  taxation,  and  that  deferred  to  diftant 
periods.  It  was  imagined  that  the  juftice 
of  our  caufe,  and  the  united  ardor  and 
patriotifm  of  the  people,  would  preferve 
the  value  of  thele  bills  during  the  conteft 
which  we  were  very  fanguine  would  be 
fhort;  and  in  fad  the  circulation  of  them 

for 
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1776.  for  the  firft  year  was  fupported  by  no 
v~"'~^  other  means.  But  being  counterfeited, 
they  began  to  depreciate,  and  then  it  was 
thought  neceflary  to  enact  a  law  againfr 
forging  them,  and  to  make  them  a  legal 
-a,y  3*  tender  in  all  payments.  In  fome  of  the 
States,  thefe  bills  were  made  a  tender  for 
the  intereft,  but  not  for  the  principal  of 
former  debts ;  but  in  New-Hampfhire,  if 
the  creditor  fliould  refufe  them  when  of- 
fered in  payment,  the  whole  debt  was 
cancelled.  Had  this  law  regarded  future 
contracts  only,  every  man  would  have 
known  on  what  terms  to  make  his  en- 
gagements ;  but  to  declare  it  legal  to  pay 
debts,  already  contracted,  with  money  of 
an  inferior  value,  was  altogether  unjuft. 
It  was  not  in  human  power  to  prevent  a 
depreciation  of  the  bills ;  and  the  enforcing 
of  their  currency  accelerated  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  their  value.  The  fraudulent  debtor 
took  advantage  of  this  law  to  cheat  his 
creditor,  under  colour  of  jufticej  whim 
the  creditor  had  no  other  refuge,  than  in 
fome  cafes  privately  to  transfer  thewritten 
obligation ;  and  in  other  cafes  to  refufe 
the  tender,  at  the  rifque  indeed  of  lofing 
the  debt ;  but  in  hope  that  juftice  would 
at  fome  future  time  have  its  courfe.  Huf- 
bandmen,  who  lived  remote  from  the  fee 
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of  hoflilities,  and  who  had  the  produce  of  1776. 
the  earth  at  their  command,  were  able  to  *—*— ' 
keep  their  property  good.  Hawkers  and 
monopolifers,  who  crept  from  obfcurity 
and  affumed  the  name  of  merchants,  could 
even  increafe  their  fubftance  in  thefe  peril- 
ous times.  But  thofe  perfons  whole  prop- 
erty was  in  other  men's  hands  ;  or  whole 
living  depended  on  flated  falaries ;  or  whofe 
honeit  minds  could  not  defcend  to  pracliie 
knavery,  though  eftablifiled  by  law,  were 
doomed  to  fufFer. 

To  palliate  thefe  evils,  at  one  time,  a 
law  was  enacted  againft  monopoly  and 
extortion ;  and  when  found  impracticable, 
it  was  repealed.  At  other  times,  the 
prices  of  different  articles  were  flated  un- 
der fevere  penalties ;  but  ways  were  foon 
found  to  evade  thefe  eftablifhments  ;  and 
when  found  ineffectual,  the  laws  were 
repealed.  It  is  not  confiftent  with  the 
nature  of  commerce  to  bear  fuch  reftric- 
tions ;  and  the  laws  increafed  the  evils 
which  they  pretended  to  cure.  At  another 
time  public  fales  by  auction  were  prohibit- 
ed, becaufe  it  was  faid  that  they  were  the 
means  of  depreciating  the  currency  -,  but 
in  fact  they  ferved  only  to  demonstrate  its 
real  value.  There  was  a  difpofition  in 
the  governing  part  of  the  people  to  keep 

out 


428  HISTORY    OF 

1777.    out  of  fight  the  true  caufe  of  this  grow- 
JTT^    ing  mifchief.     Even  the  general  Congrefs, 

Circular  O  °  o  J 

letter  of     jn  a  public  addrefs  which  they  ordered  to 

Sept.   fx 

3779-  '  be  read  in  the  congregations,  affembled  for 
religious  worfhip,  after  faying  much  in 
praife  of  paper  money,  told  us,  that  it  was 
*  the  only  kind  of  money  which  could  not 
1  make  to  itfelf  wings  and  fly  away.'  Had 
this  been  intended  as  the  language  of  bur- 
lefque,  it  might  have  been  received  with  a 
fmile  j  in  any  other  fenfe,  it  was  an  infult 
to  the  feelings  of  honefl  men. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  diftreffes,  frequent 
meetings  of  different  bodies  of  men  were 
held,  to  confult  on  fome  practicable  modes 
of  relief.  Committees  of  counties,  and  of 
different  States,  at  various  times,  formed 
projects, /and  iffued  public  addreffes ;  but 
palliatives  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cafes, 
foon  loft  their  efficacy.  From  one  of.  thefe 
Conventions,  holden  at  Springfield,  and 

JuJy  and  3  *■  o  ' 

^ufi.      compofed  of  delegates  from  the  New-Eng- 

MS  mi.  r  11 

oates  of  land  States  and  New- X  ork  ;  a  letter  was 
a™.  addreffed  to  the  general  Congrefs,  which 
put  them  on  deviling  means  to  furmount 
the  exifting  difficulties.  Among  other  ex- 
pedients they  recommended  effectual  tax- 
ation, the  opening  of  loan-offices,  and  that 
the  States  individually  fhould  emit  no 
more  bills  of  credit.     Thefe  were  falutary 

propofals  i 
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propofals;  but  the  mofl  notable  effect  of  1777. 
this  letter  was  a  recommendation  from  ^^^ 
Congrefs  to  the  feveral  States  cto  confif-  congrefi, 

o  Nov.  &7» 

c  cate  and  make  fale  of  all  the  real  and 

*  perfonal  eflates  of  fuch  of  their  inhabitants 
f  and  other  perfons  as  had  forfeited  the 
1  fame,  and  the  right  to  the  protection  of 
£  their  relpeclive  States  ;  and  to  invefl  the 

*  money  arifmg  from  the  fales  in  conti- 
(  nental  loan  certificates,  to  be  appropria- 
€  ted  as  the  refpedlive  States  fhould  di- 
c-re&.' 

This  was  a  delicate  point,  and  required 
the  moft  critical  difcuffion.  It  involved 
a  queftion  of  national  law  3  and  fome  per- 
fons who  were  acquainted  with  the  fubjedt, 
thought  fuch  a  ftep  not  only  illegal,  j3Ut 
impolitic  and  dangerous.  Jn  cafes  of  war 
between  independent  nations,  acknow-  vattei. 
[edging  no  common  fuperior,  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  immoveable  property  is  not  com- 
plete till  confirmed  by  a  treaty  of  peace. 
The  war  between  America  and  Britain  was 
fo  far  a  war  between  two  independent  na- 
tions, that  the  common  laws  of  war  ought 
to  have  been  obferved.  Had  the  eflates 
of  abfentees  been  taken  into  pofleflion,  and 
the  income  arifing  from  them  been  applied 
to  the  fupport  of  the  war  j  and  had  the 
queftion  of  property  remained  undecided 

till 
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1777.  till  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  there  is  no 
*—*— '  doubt  that  the  State  would  have  been  a 
gainer  both  in  reputation  and  intereft  j 
but  when  we  were  daily  cheating  and  de- 
ceiving ourfelves  with  a  fraudulent  paper 
medium,  it  is  not  flrange  that  the  voice 
of  juftice  toward  thofe  whom  we  deemed 
our  enemies  could  not  be  heard. 

The  firft  Hep  toward  executing  this  re- 
commendation of  Congrefs,  was  an  act. 
profcribing  certain  perfons,  to  the  number 
of  feventy-fix,  who  had  at  various  times, 
and  for  various  reafons,  quitted  this  State. 
Thefe  were  forbidden  to  return  without 
leave,  under  the  penalty  of  tranfportation  5 
and  in  cafe  of  a  fecond  return,  they  were 
to  fuffer  death. 

The  next  ftep,  was  to  confifcate  the 
whole  eftate,  real  and  perfonal,  of  twenty- 
eight  of  the  profcribed  ;  of  whom  it  wras 
declared  that  they  had  c  juftly  forfeited  all 
'  right  to  protection  from  the  State ;  and 
*  alio  their  right  to  any  farther  enjoyment 
c  of  their  intereft  and  property  within  it.' 

In  thefe  acts,  no  diftinclion  was  made 
between  thofe  perfons  who  had  withdrawn 
themfelves  from  the  State,  by  a  fenfe  of 
their  duty  ;  thofe  who  were  in  faft  Britifh 
fubjecls,  but  occafionally  refident  here; 
thofe  who  had  abfconded  through  timidity  j 

and 
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and  thole  who  had  committed  crimes  a-  1778- 
gainft  exprefs  law,  and  had  fled -from  juf-  *— *— ' 
tice.  No  conditional  offer  of  pardon  was 
made  ;  no  time  was  allowed  for  any  to  re- 
turn and  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  the  whole  were  put  indifcrimi- 
nately  into  one  black  lift,  and  ftigmatifed 
as  £  having  balely  deferted  the  caufe  of  lib— 
c  erty,  and  manifefted  adifpofition  inimical 

*  to  the  State,  and  a  deiign  to  aid  its  ene- 

*  mies  in  their  wicked  purpofes.' 

Some  perfons  who  had  legal  demands 
on  thefe  efrates,  had  for  the  fecuritv  of 
their  debts  laid  attachments  on  them ;  but 
by  another  act:,  all  attachments  which  had 
been  made  fmce  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  were  declared  null  and  void, 
and  the  Courts  were  required  to  difmifs 
them. 

Truftees  were  appointed  in  each  county 
to  take  poffeffion  of  all  thefe  eftates,  real 
and  perfonal ;  and  to  fell  the  perfonal  im- 
mediately at  public  auction  5  with  a  dis- 
cretionary power  to  leave  out  of  the  fale, 
fuch  articles  as  they  mould  deem  neceflary, 
to  the  fupport  of  the  families  of  the  pro- 
fcribed.  To  preferve  fome  farther  appear- 
ance of  juftice,  the  creditors  of  thefe  eftates. 
though  they  were  not  allowed  to  bid  at 
the  auctions  without  payment,  v/ere  or- 
dered 
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1 77  S .    dered  to  exhibit  their  claims  to  the  tr uftees, 
*— ^-^    and  in  cafes  of  infolvency,  all  claims  were 
to  be  fettled  by  the  Judges  of  Probate. 

Whilft  the  fetttement  of  thefe  eftates 
was  going  on,  the  money  was  rapidly  de- 
preciating. After  the  year  1777,  the  State 
ifTued  no  more  bills,  and  the  former  were 
called  in  and  exchanged  for  Treasurer's 
notes  on  intereft,  of  a  value  not  lefs  than 
five  pounds.  The  Continental  bills  con- 
tinued palling  and  depreciating  till  the 
fpring  of  178 1,  when  fuddenly,  and  by 
general  conlent,  they  went  out  of  circula- 
tion, and  folid  coin  fucceeded  in  their  place. 
Then  a  fcale  of  depreciation  for  the  pre- 
ceding years  of  the  war  was  framed,  and 
all  pall  payments  were  regulated  by  it. 
The  treaty  of  peace  obliged  us  to  proceed 
no  farther  in  the  matter  of  confifcations. 
Bysa  fubfequent  a£t,  the  Judges  of  Probate 
March  1,  were  empowered  to  liquidate  by  the  fcale 
of  depreciation,  the  fums  paid  into  the 
Treafury  by  the  Truftees ;  to  receive  claims 
againft  the  eftates,  and  to  adjuft  and  cer- 
tify the  fame  to  the  Pref;dent,  who  was 
authorifed  to  order  the  Treafurer,  to  iffue 
notes,  bearing  intereft  from  the  time  when 
the  faid  fums  were  paid  into  the  Treafury  -, 
which  notes  the  creditors  were  to  receive 
in   payment  -}  but  if  any  of  the  eftates 

fhould 
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fhonld  prove  infolvent,  then  the  creditors  1778. 
were  to  receive  their  average.  In  this 
manner  fonie  of  thefe  ertates  have  been 
fettled  and  the  creditors  paid  ;  others  re- 
main unfettled*  Some  of  them  barely  paid 
the  expenfes  of  their  management  j  others 
were  rendered  infolvent.  The  eftate  of 
the  late  Governor  paid  all  the  demands 
upon  it  excepting  that  of  his  father  j  who 
generoufly  withdrew  his  claim  that  the 
other  creditors  might  be  paid  in  full.* 

The 

*  The  following  papers  are  taken  from  the  Reglftry  of  Probate  for 
the  county  of  Rockingham. 
■*  Rockingham,  ff.  Feb.  16,  1786.     I  hereby  certify,  that  the  fums 

*  againft  each  perfon's  name  herein  fet  down,  were  respectively  due  to 

*  them  the  lad  day  of  July  17%Z\  from  the  eftate  of  the  late  Governor, 
5  John  Wentworth,  Efq.  at  which  time  it  appears  there  had  been  receiv- 

*  ed  into  theTreafury,  a  fuffkiency  to  pay  all  the  demands;  exhibited 

*  againft  him,  except  his  father's  ;  who  has  withdrawn  his,  that  the 
4  others  might  be  paid  in  full.  P.  White,  Judge  of  Probate.' 

4  Portfmouth,  Feb.  6,  1785.     Sir*   After  confidering  the  great   de- 
'  Jays  in  fettling  the  demands   againft  the  eftate  of  my  fon,   Governor 

*  WsntwOrth,  and  the  probability,  from  the  ill  management  thereof, 
4  before  it  fell  under  your  direction,  that  it  will  be  greatly  infolvent  5 
4  and  feeling  tor  the  diftrefs  of  many  of  the  creditors,  and  vvifhing  that 

*  all  may  have  their  juft  demands  paid,  I  havedeterrriined  to  remove  their 
'  embarraffment  as  far  as  I  can,  by  withdrawing  my  account  and  claim, 
4  until  theirs  be  fully  adjufted  and  difcharged,  by  you  or  other  proper 
4  officers.  Referving  to  myfelf  ftill  the  right  of  claiming,  if  there 
4  mould  be  found  a  furplus  or  balance  in  bis  favor.  For  as  proved  by 
*my  account  and  authentic  vouchers  ready  to  be  produced,  that,  exclu- 

*  five  of  my  account  before,  I  haye  paid  off  feveral  creditors  to  a  con- 

*  fiderable  amount,  fince  he  left  this  government;  and  had  alfo  greatly 
4  augmented  the  value  of  his  eftate  at  Wolfborougb,  by  my   advances 

*  and  care  thereof,  all  to  the  benefit  of  his  prsfent  creditors.  I  ilull 
•therefore  be  greatly  obliged,    by  your  directing  that   my  account  b« 

*  fent  me  ;  and  I  (hall  hope  for  your  future  (riendly  interposition,  if  it 
4  fli^uld  be  found  neceffary  ;  being,  with  the  higheft  efteem  and  refpe£t, 

*  your  moit  humble  fervant,  Mark  H.  Wentworth.* 

4  Phlllipg  White,  Efq.'  A  general 

Dd 
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1778. '  The  clear  profit  to  the  State  from  all  thefe 
v— v"—'    confifcations,  as  far  as  it  has  been  afcer- 
tained,  is  inconfiderable. 

Power,  when  delegated  without  reftric- 
tions,  and  for  the  abufe  of  which  the 
delegate  is  not  held  accountable,  has  a 
ftrong  tendency  toward  defpotifm.  The 
temporary  conftitution  which  we  had  a- 
dopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  was 
found,  by  experience,  to  have  many  im- 
perfections ;  arid  the  necefllty  of  checks 
and  exclufions  became  every  day  more  evi- 
dent. Other  States  were  forming  confti- 
tutions  on  certain  eftablifhed  principles, 
and  defining  their  rights  as  a  preliminary 
to  the  delegation  of  power.  An  attempt 
1 779-  of  the  like  kind  was  made  in  New-Hamp- 
^""^  fhire.  A  convention  of  delegates,  cholen 
for  the  purpofe,  drew  up  and  fent  abroad 
a  fyftem  of  government  -,  but  fo  deficient 
was  it  in  its  principles,  and  fo  inadequate 
in  its  provifions,  that  being  propofed  to 

the 

A  general  ftatement  of  the  claims  agalhft  the  confiscated  eftate  of  the 
late  Governor  John  Wentworth,  and  the  neat  proceeds  from  the  faleof 
-it;  the  account  being  not  yet  fettled.     April,   1791. 
Dr.     The  claim  of  M.  H.  Wentworth,  proved  by 

authentic  vouchers,  £13680  10   11 

Amount  of  other  claims,  proved  as  above,  3877   15     3* 

P.iid  to  feveral  other  creditors,  fince  the 
Governor's  abfence,  by  M.  H.  Went- 
worth, 819   11     6 

£is377  17   H 

Cr.     Paid  into  the  Treafury  by  the  Truflee 

for  faid  eftate,  £10435     8     * 
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the  people,  in, their  town-meetings,  it  was    1779. 

rejected.     Another   convention    was  ap-    v— v— ' 

pointed,  which  had  more  advantage  than 

the  former,   the  neighbouring   State   of 

Maflachufetts  having  digefled  and  adopted 

a  conftitution,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be 

an  improvement  on  all  which  had  been 

framed  in  America.    This  convention  had 

no  lefs  than  nine  feffions,  and  continued  Fr°m  june 

'  j  7  5 1 ,  to 

for  more  than  two  years.  In  the  firft.  plan  oa-  ,783- 
of  government  which  they  compofed,  they 
diflinclly  ftated  the  alienable  and  unalien- 
able rights  of  the  people.  They  divided 
the  government  into  three  branches,  le~ 
.  giflative,  executive  and  judicial,  and  defin- 
ed the  limits  of  each.  The  legiflative 
branch  was  compofed  of  a  Senate  and 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  The  Senate  I78i. 
was  to  confift  of  twelve  perfons,  five  for  w-j 
the  county  of  Rockingham,  two  for  Straf- 
ford, two  for  Hillfborough,  two  for  Che- 
fhire  and  one  for  Grafton.  Thefe  were 
to  be  voted  for  in  town-meetings,  and  the 
votes  fealed  and  returned  to  the  Secretary's 
office.  The  number  of  Reprefentatives 
was  limited  to  fifty,  and  apportioned  a- 
.mong  the  counties,  thus  ;  twenty  for 
Rockingham  ;  eight  for  Strafford ;  ten  for 
Hillfborough  j  eight  for  Chefhire ;  and 
four  for  Grafton.  Thefe  were  to  be  elect- 
D  d  2  ed 
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ed  by  County  Conventions,  confirming  o£ 
one  delegate  for  every  fifty  rateable  polls. 
This  mode  was  recommended,  to  prevent 
thofe  interefted  views  and  that  party  fpirit, 
which  too  often  appear  in  fingle  towns  in 
the  election  of  Reprefentatives.     The  ex- 
ecutive power  was  veiled  in  a  Governor, 
whom  the  convention,  in  their  addrefs  to 
the  people,   defcribed   in   the   following 
terms  :    c  They   have   arrayed   him  with 
fc  honors,  they  have  armed  him  with  power 
1  and  fet  him  on  high  ;  but  flill  he  is  only 
c  the  right  hand  of  your  power,  and  the 
i  mirror  of  your  majefty.'     But  though 
armed  with  power  and  liable  to  be  im- 
peached for  mifconduct,  he  was  fhrouded 
from  refponfibility,  by  a  Council,  without 
whofe  advice  he  could  not  take  one  flep 
of  any  importance.     The  judicial  depart- 
ment was  to  be  appointed  by  the  executive 
and  fupported  by  the  legiflative ;  but  the 
Judges  were  immoveable  for  mifconducl:,  by 
the  Governor  and  Council,  on  the  addrefs 
of  both  Houfes  of  the  Legiflature.  Juftices 
of  the  Peace  were  to  hold  their  commif- 
lions  five  years  only.    Provifion  was  made 
for  the  exclufion  of  perfons  from  holding 
feveral  offices  at  the  fame  time ;  the  reafon 
of  which  was  thus  expreffed.     '  Befides 
f  the  interference  of  feveral  offices  held  by 

<  the 
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*  the  fame  perfon  in  point  of  time,  which   1781. 
f  we  have  feen,  and  the  difficulty  of  one    v— «— ' 

*  man's  giving  his  attention  to  many  mat- 
'  ters  fufficiently  to  underftand  them  all, 
'  which  we  have  too  often  felt ;  there  is  a 
e  frill  ftronger  reafon,  which  is  the  diffi- 
c  culty  of  a  man's  preferving  his  integrity 
'in  difcharging  the  duties  of  each.'  The 
encouragement  of  literature  was  alfo  re- 
commended as  effential  to  the  prefervation 
of  a  free  government,  and  it  was  declared 
to  be  the  duty  of  legiflators  to  cherifh  its 
interefls. 

This  plan  was  printed  and  fent  to  every  Se;>t.  14, 
town.  The  inhabitants  were  requeued  to 
Hate  their  objections  diffinctly  to  any  par- 
ticular part,  and  return  them  at  a  fixed 
time.  The  objections  were  fo  many  and 
fo  various,  that  it  became  neceiiary  to  alter 
the  form  and  fend  it  out  a  fecond  time. 
The  name  of  Governor,  and  molt  of  his        Q 

1702. 

powers,  were  frill  retained  ;  but  the  mode  J-^> 
of  reprefentation  was  altered.  Inftead  of 
being  elected,  by  county  conventions,  the 
Reprefentatives  were  to  be  chofen  imme- 
diately by  the  towns  3  every  incorporated 
townfbip  containing  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty rateable  polls,  having  the  privilege  of 
choofing  one ;  and  every  one  containing 
four  hundred  and  fifty,  of  choofing  two. 
D  d  3  Particular 
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1782.    Particular  attention  was  given  to  the  mode 
i—v~-J     of  appointing  officers  of  militia.     Inftead 
of  fuperior  officers  being  chofen  by  their 
inferiors,  and  inferior  officers  by  the  pri- 
vates, as  had  been  pra&ifed  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  the  order  of  appoint- 
ment was  reverfed,  and  the  privates  had 
no  power  of  choice  at  all.     This  was  laid 
to  be  neceffary  to  the  prefervation  of  har- 
mony, fubordination  and  difcipline.    The 
fecond  plan  being  fent  out  was  generally 
approved  5  but  it  was  not  completed  at 
the  time  when  the  news  of  peace  arrived, 
j  -g -     The  old  form  having  expired  with  the  war, 
v^— »    it  was,  by  the  votes  of  the  people  in  their  ' 
April. a'     town-meetings,  revived  and  continued  for 
one  year  longer.  In  the  following  autumn, 
oa.  31.    ^g  new  form  was  finifhed ;  and  the  name 
of  Governor  being  changed  to  Prefident, 
it  was  a  third  time  printed  and  declared 
to  be  f  the  civil  conftitution  for  the  State 
of  New-Hampfhire/    It  took  place  on  the 
1784.    fecond  day  of  the  following  June,   and 
v~" — '    was  introduced  at  Concord  by  a  religious 
folemnity,  which  has  fince  been  repeated 
at  every  annual  election. 

To  the  convention  which  formed  this 
conftitution  feveral  towns  in  the  weftern 
part  of  the  State  did  not  fend  delegates. 
The  caufe  of  this  omiffion,  and  of  fome 

other 
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other  eccentricities  in  the  con  duel  of  .the    1784, 
people  in  that  quarter  muft  now  be  ex-.    ^""^ 
plained. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  difrricl  on  the 
weflern  fide  of  Connecticut  river,  which 
was  fevered  from  .  New-Hampmire  in 
1764,  had  been  engaged  in  a  long  and 
bitter  controverfy  with  the  government 
of  New- York.  They  had  even  been  oblig- 
ed to  have  recourfe  to  arms  in  defence  of 
their  eftates  j  and  frequent  acts  of  violence 
had  been  committed.  There  was  among 
them  a  fet  of  intrepid  men,  ready  to  en- 
counter dangers,  and  trained  to  hardy  en- 
terprife.  At  the  commencement  of  hoftil- 
ities,  by  the  advice  of  fome  principal  op- 
pofers  of  the  Britifh  Government,  in  the 
other  Colonies,  a  company  of  thofe  people 
ftyling  themfelves  Green  Mountain  Boys, 
marched  to  Ticonderoga,  and  wrefted  that  1775. 
fortrefs,  together  with  Crown- Point,  out  <— r~» 
of  the  hands  of  the  Britifh  garrifons.  A 
regiment  of  them  was  embodied  by  order 
and  in  the  pay  of  the  general  Congrefs. 
Their  exertions  in  the  common  caufe  were 
meritorious  and  their  fervices  were  accept- 
able. 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  indepen-  1776. 
dence,  the  inhabitants  of  that  territory  af-  ' — < — • 
fembled  in.  convention  to  confider  their 
D-d' 4  peculiar 
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1776.  peculiar  fituation  and  concert  meafures 
L~v"~  for  their  fafety.  The  opportunity  which 
then  prefented  for  a  change  in  their  poli- 
tical connexions,  was  too  precious  to  be 
loft.  By  the  dhTolution  of  the  bonds 
which  had  held  America  in  fubjeftion  to 
the  Crown  of  Britain,  they  conceived 
themfelves  free  from  the  government  of 
New- York,  to  which  the  moft  of  them 
had  never  voluntarily  fubmitted  ;  and,  be- 
ing as  they  faid,  reduced  to  *  a  ftate  of 
1  nature,'  they  thought  that  they  had  a 
right  to  form  fuch  connexions  as  were  a- 
greeable  to  themfelves.  Accordingly  they 
made  and  publifhed  a  declaration  ;   £  that 

*  they  would  at  all  times  confider  them  - 
c  felves  as  a  free  and  independent  State  -, 
1  capable  of  regulating  their  own  internal 

*  police  y  that  they  had  the  fole  exclufive 
?  right  of  governing  themfelves,  in  fuch 
?  manner  as  they  fliould  choofe,  not  re- 
\  pugnant  to  the  refolves  of  Congrefs ; 
c  and  that  they  were  ready  to  contribute 
t  their  proportion  to  the  common  defence/ 
Under  the  influence  of  thefe  principles, 
they  formed  a  plan  of  government  and  a 
code  of  laws,  and  petitioned  Congrefs  to 
receive  them  into  the  union. 

The  inhabitants  on  the  eaftern  fide  of 
Connecticut  river  were  very  conveniently 

fi  tuated 
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fituated  to  unite  with  thofe  on  the  weftern 
fide,  and  many  of  them  had  the  fame  prin- 
ciples and  views.  They  argued  that  the 
original  grant  of  New-Hampihire  to  Ma- 
fon  was  circumfcribed  by  a  line  drawn  at 
the  diftance  of  fixty  miles  from  the  fea  ; 
that  ail  the  lands  weftward  of  that  line, 
being  royal  grants,  had  been  held  in  fub- 
jeftion  to  the  government  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire by  force  of  the  royal  commiflions, 
which  were  vacated  by  the  arlumed  inde- 
pendence of  the  American  Colonies ;  and 
therefore  that  the  inhabitants  of  all  thofe  S^^ha 
lands  had  '  reverted  to  a  itate  of  nature.'  rScA°-fiu" 
By  this  expreffion,  however,  they  did  not  JJ^S;H* 

mean  that  each  individual  was  reduced  to  PrifTd 

.        1778. 

fuch  a  flate  ;  but  that  each  town  retained 
its  corporate  unity,  unconnected  with  any 
fuperior  jurifdiStion.  They  diftinguifhed 
between  commiflions  derived  from  the  pubi;c  &e. 
King, which  were  revokable  at  his  plealure,  S  °f  n* 
and  incorporations  held  on  certain  condi- 
tions, which  being  performed,  the  powers 
and  privileges  granted  by  the  incorpora- 
tions were  perpetual.  They  afferted  that 
jurifdiclions  eftablifhed  by  royal  commif- 
lions could  bind  a  people  together  no  lon- 
ger than  the  force  which  firfl  compelled 
continues  to  operate ;  but  when  the  coer- 
cive power  of  the  King  was  rejected,  and 

its 
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1778.  its  operation  had  ceafed,  the  people  had  a 
v^r^  right  to  make  a  (land  at  the  fir  ft-  legal 
ftage,  viz.  their  town  incorporations.  Thefe 
by  univerfal  confent  were  held  facred  j 
hence  they  concluded  that  the  major  part 
of  each  one  of  thofe  towns  had  a  right  to 
control  the  minor  part ;  and  they  confider- 
ed  themfelves  as  io  many  dijftinft  corpora- 
tions, until  they  fhould  agree  to  unite  in 
one  aggregate  body. 

In  thefe  fentiments  the  people  were  not 
all  united.  The  majority  of  fome  towns 
was  in  favor  of  their  former  connexion, 
and  in  thofe  towns  where  the  majority  in- 
clined the  other  way,  the  minority  claim- 
ed protection  of  the  government. 

They  fuppofed  that  the  exiftence  of  their 
town-incorporations,  and  of  the  privileges 
annexed  to  them,  depended  on  their  union 
to  New-Hampfhire ;  and  that  their  accept- 
ance of  the  grants  was  in  effect  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  jurifdiftion,  and  a 
iubmiffion  to  the  laws  of  the  State  j  from 
which  they  could  not  fairly  be  difengaged 
without  its  confent  -,  as  the  State  had  never" 
injured  or  oppreffed  them. 

Much  pains,  were  taken,  by  the  oth- 
er party,  to  difTeminate  the  new  ideas. 
Conventions  were  held,  pamphlets  were 
printed,    and  at  length   a  petition   was 

drawn 
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drawn  in  the  name  of  fixteen  towns*  on    1778. 
the  eaftern  fide  of  Connecticut  river,  re-    ' — *—* 
quefting  the  new  State,  which  had  aflumed 
the  name  of  VERMONT,  to  receive  them 
into  its  union,   alleging,   c  that  they  were  Hampers 
*  not  connected  with  any  State,  with  re£-  fi!es* 
'  peel  to  their  internal  police.'     The  Af-. 
fembly  at  nrft  appeared  to  be  againft  re- 
ceiving them  ;  but  the  members  from  thofe 
towns  which  were  fituated  near  the  river 
on  the  weft  fide,  declared  that  they  would 
withdraw  and  join  with  the  people  on  the 
earl  fide,  in  forming  a  new  State.     The 
queflion  was  then  referred  to  the  people  at 
large,  and  means  were  ufed  to  influence  a 
majority  of  the  towns  to  vote  in  favor  of  June  u. 
the  union,  which  the  Aflembly  could  not 
but  confirm.     The  fixteen  towns  were  ac- 
cordingly received ;  and  the  Vermont  Af- 
fembly  refolved,  that  any  other  towns  on 
the  eaftern  fide  of  the  river  might  be  ad- 
mitted on  producing  a  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  inhabitants,  or  on  the  appointment 

of 

*  1  Cornifli,  8  Bath, 

%  Lebanon,  9  Lyman, 

{a  name  given  to  the  f  now  divided  into  Lit" 

diftria,  belonging    to  IO    ^       ^  i  tleton  and  Dalton. 

Dartmouth    College  5  T1  Enfield, 

but  cow  difufed.  12  Canaan, 

4  Lime,  ,3  Cardigan,  now  Orange, 

5  Orford,  14.  Landaff, 

6  Piermont,  15  Gunti>ivaite,no9/  New  Concord, 

7  Haverhill,  »6  Maris. tewm  now  Franconia. 
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1778.  of  a  Reprefeiitative.  Being  thus  admitted 
( — "~^  into  the  State  of  Vermont,  they  gave  no- 
tice to  the  government  of  New-Hampfliire, 
of  the  feparation  which  they  had  made, 
and  expreffed  their  wifh  for  an  amicable 
jane  25.  Settlement  of  a  jurifdi6lional  line,  and  a 
friendly  cor refpondence. 

The  Prefident  of  New-Hampfhire,  in 
the  name  of  the  Ailembly,  wrote  to  the 
Governor  of  Vermont,  claiming  the  fixteen 
towns  as  part  of  the  State,  the  limits  of 
which  had  been  determined  prior  to  the 
revolution  $  reminding  him  that  thofe 
towns  had  lent  delegates  to  the  convention 
in  1775  j  that  they  had  applied  to  the  Af- 
iembly  for  arms  and  ammunition,  which 
had  been  fent  to  them  ;  that  their  military 
officers  had  accepted  commiffions  and  obey- 
ed orders  from  the  government  -,  that  the 
minority  of  thofe  towns  was  averi'e  to  a 
difunion,  and  had  claimed  protection  of 
the  State,  which  the  Aflembly  thought 
"themfelves  bound  to  afford  j  and  befeech- 
ing  him  to  ufe  his  influence  with  the  Af- 
fembly  of  Vermont  to  diffolve  the  newly 

J  .  .  [WOr 

formed  connexion. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  Prefident  wrote 
to  the  delegates  of  the  State  in  Congrefs  ; 
defuing  them  to  take  advice  and  endeavour 
to  obtain  the  interpofition  of  that  body  ; 

intimating 
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Intimating  his  apprehenfion,  that  without 
it,  the  controversy  muff,  be  decided  by  the 
fword,  as  every  condeicending  meafure  had 
been   ufed   from  the  beginning   and  re- 

The  Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont 
Tent  a  rneffenger  to  Congrefs  to  fee  in  what 
light  the-new  State  was  viewed  by  them. 
On  his  return  lie  reported,  that  the  Con- 
grefs was  unanimoufly  oppofed  to  the  u- 
nion  of  the  fixteen  towns  with  Vermont  •; 
otherwife  they  (excepting  the  delegates  of 
New- York)  had  no  objection  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  new  State. 

At  the  nextfeffion  of  the  Vermont  Af- 
fembly  at  Windfor,  when  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  fixteen  towns  had  taken  their 
feats,  a  debate  arofe  on  a  queftion,  whether 
they  mould  be  erected  into  a  new  county, 
which  pafTed  in  the  negative.  Conceiving 
that  they  were  not  admitted  to  equal  pri- 
vileges with  their  brethren,  the  members 
from  thofe  towns  withdrew  ;  and  were  fol- 
lowed by  feveral  others  belonging  to  the 
towns  adjoining  the  river  on  the  weft  fide. 
They  formed  themfelves  into  a  convention, 
and  invited  all  the  towns  on  both  fides  of 
the  river  to  unite,  and  fet  up  another  State 
by  the  name  of  New-Connecticut.  This 
feceffion  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the 

State 
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State  of  Vermont.     A  ridge  of  mountains 
which  extends  from  fouthto  north  through 
that  territory,  feemed  to  form  not  only  a 
natural,  but  a  political  line  of  divifion.     A 
more  cordial  union  fubfifted  between  the 
people  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Green 
Mountains,  and  the  eaftern  fide  of  Connec- 
ticut river,  than  between  the  latter  and 
thofe  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  mountains ; 
but  thefe  alone  were  infufficient,  without 
the  others,  to  make  a  State.     The  Gover- 
nor, and  other  leading  men  of  Vermont, 
who  refided  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Moun- 
tains, wrote  letters  to  the  AfTembly  of 
New-Hampfhire,  informing  them  of  the 
feparation,  and  expreffing  their  difappro- 
bation  of  a  connexion  with  the  fixteen 
towns.     The  AfTembly  regarded  thefe  let- 
ters as  ambiguous,  and  as  not  expreffing 
a  difinclination  to  any  future  connexion 
with  them.     Jealoufy  is  faid  to  be  a  re- 
publican virtue  j  it  operated  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  the  event  proved  that  it  was 
not  without  foundation. 

A  convention  of  delegates  from  feveral 
Dec.  9.  towns  on  both  fides  of  the  river  aflembled 
at  Cornifh  and  agreed  to  unite,  without 
any  regard  to  the  limits  eftablifhed  by  the 
King  in  1764 ;  and  to  make  the  following 
propofals  to  New-Hampfhire,  viz.  either 

to 
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to  agree  with  them  on  a  dividing  line,  or  *77%> 
to  fubmit  the  difpute  to  Congrefs,  or  to  *-*-* 
arbitrators  mutually  choferi.  If  neither 
of  thefe  propofals  were  accepted,  then,  in 
cafe  they  could  agree  with  New-Hamp- 
mire  oil  a  form  of  government,  they  would 
confent  that  '  the  whole  of  the  grants  on 
<  both  fides  of  the  river  mould  connect 
*  themfelves  with  New-Hampfhire,  and 
c  become  one  entire  State,  as  before  the 
£ royal  determination  in  1764/  Till  one 
or  other  of  thefe  propofals  ihould  be  com- 
plied with,  they  determined  '  to  truft  in 
■'  Providence  and  defend  themfelves.' 

An  attempt  was  made  in  the  following  J779* 
year  to  form  a  conftitution  for  New-  Wv>" 
Hampshire,  in  which  the  limits  of  the 
State  were  faid  to  be  the  fame  as  under 
the  royal  government,  4  referving  never- 
'  thelefs  our  claim  to  the  New-Hampfhire 
'  Grants  weft  of  Connecticut  river.'  Tho' 
this  form  of  government  was  rejected  by 
a  majority  of  the  people  j  yet  there  was  a 
difpofition  in  a  great  part  of  the  Aflembly 
to  retain  their  claim  to  the  whole  of  the 
grants  weftward  of  the  river.  At  the  fame 
time  the  State  of  New-York  fet  up  a  claim 
to  the  fame  lands,  and  it  was  fufpected, 
perhaps  not  without  reafon,  that  intrigues 
were  forming  to  divide  Vermont  between 

New- 
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1779.  New-Hampfhire.  and  New- York,  by  the 
f — v — '  ridge  of  mountains  which  runs  through 
the  territory.  Certain  it  is  that  the  Ver- 
monters  were  alarmed  -,  and,  that  they 
might  have  the  fame  advantage  of  their 
adversaries,  they  extended  their  claim  weft- 
ward  into  New- York  and  eaftward  into 
New-Ham pfhire  ;  and  thus  not  only  the 
fixteen  towns,  but  feveral  other  towns  in 
the  counties  of  Chefhire  and  Grafton,  be- 
came incorporated  with  Vermont  by  f  ar- 
£  tides  of  union  and  confederation.' 

It  is  hot  eafy  to  develope  the  intrigues 
of  the  feveral  parties,  or  to  clear  their 
tranfaftions  from  the  obfcurity  which  fur- 
rounds  them.^  He  who  looks  for  con- 
fiftency  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
tions and  AiTemblies  which  were  involved 
in  this  controverfy,  will  be  dif appointed. 
Several  interfering  interefls  confpired  to 
perplex  the  fubject.  The  people  on  the 
welter  n  fide  of  the  G  reen  Mountain  s ,  wifh- 
ed  to  have  the  feat  of  government  among 
them.  Thofe  adjoining  Connecticut  riv- 
er, on  both  fides,  were  defirous  of  bring- 
ing the  centre  of  jurifdiction  to  the  verge 

of 

*  The  author  has  (pared  no  pains  to  gain  as  perfect  a  knowledge  of 
thefe  things  as  the  nature  of  them  will  admit.  If  he  has  not  fucceed- 
ed  in  obtaining  maeerials,  for  a  juft  and  full  account,  it  is  his  requeft 
that  thofe  who  are  better  acquainted  with  the  fubjeft  would  oblige  ih* 
public  with  more  accurate  information. 
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of  the  river.  The  leading  men  in  the  1779. 
eaftern  part  of  New-Hampfhire,  were  ' — ^ 
averfe  to  a  removal  of  the  government 
from  its  old  feat.  Vermont  had  affumed 
independence ;  but  its  limits  were  not  de- 
fined. New-York  had  a  claim  on  that 
territory  as  far  as  Connecticut  River,  from 
which  there  was  no  difpofition  to  recede* 
That  State  had  been  always  oppofed  to 
the  independence  of  Vermont.  New- 
Hampshire  at  mft  feemed  to  acquiefce  in 
it ;  and  fbme  letters  which  the  Prefident 
wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Vermont,  when 
threatened  with  invafion  in  1777,  were 
imderftood  as  an  acknowledgment  of  it. 
Had  there  been  no  attempt  to  unite  with 
the  towns  on  the  eailern  fide  of  the  river, 
New-Hampfhire  would  perhaps  never 
have  oppofed  the  independence  of  Ver- 
mont. But  the  AfTembly  was  afterward  in- 
duced to  claim  all  that  territory,  which 
before  the  year  1764,  had  been  fuppofed 
to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  State.  This 
interfered  with  the  claim  of  New- York  5 
and  at  the  fame  time  Maflachufetts  put  in 
a  claim  to  a  part  of  Vermont.  The  con- 
troverfy  had  become  fo  intricate,  that 
it  was  thought  necefTary  to  be  decided  by 
Congrefs  5  and  application  being  made  to  Se  t 
that  body,  they  recommended  to  the  three 
E  e  States 


Con 
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1779.  States  of  New-York,  MafTachufetts  and 
jfefe  New-Hampfhire,  to  pafs  a6ts  which  fhould 
§ref3-  authorife  Congrefs  to  determine  their 
boundaries y  and  at  the  fame  time  they 
advifed  the  people  of  Vermont  to  relin- 
quifh  jurifdiclion  over  all  perfons  on  the 
weft  or  earl  fides  of  Connecticut  river, 
who  had  riot  denied  the  authority  of  New- 
York  and  New-Hampfhire  5  and  to  ab- 
ftain  from  granting  lands,  or  confifcating 
efcates,  within  their  afiumed  limits,  till 
the  matter  fhould  be  decided.  The 
States  of  New-York  and  New-Hamp- 
fhire palled  tjiefe  acts  ;  but  MarTachu- 
fetts did  not.  The  Vermont  1  AfTembly 
proceeded  in  granting  lands  and  confiscat- 
ing eftates  j  and  Gongrefs  could  only  re* 
folve  that  their  proceedings  were  unwar- 
rantable. 

It  was  neceffary  that  nine  States  fhould 
be  prefent  in  Congrefs,  befide  thofe  whofe 
claims  were  to  be  heard.  A  deficiency  in 
the  reprefentation  caufed  a  long  delay ; 
but  after  the  expiration  of  another  year 
the  queftion  was  brought  on.  The  claims' 
3780.  Q£  New -York  and  New-Hampfhire  were 
sepc.  2c.  put  in  ;  and  both  pleaded  that  Vermont 
had  no  right  to  independence.  The  agents 
of  the  new  State  aflerted  their  right,  and 

offered 
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offered  to  become  part  of  the  union ;  in- 
timating, that  if  they  could  not  be  ad- 
mitted, they  fhould  be  reduced  to  the  ne- 
ceility  of  making  the  bed  terms  with  the 
Britifh  government,* 

The  caufe  was  farther  perplexed  by  a 
conftitutional  queftion,  whether  Congrefs 
had  any  power  to  form  a  new  State  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  union  ?  The  decifion 
was  deferred  ;  and  after  eleven  months, 
Congrefs  had  proceeded  no  farther,  than 
to  lay  it  down  as  an  indifpenfable  prelimi- 
nary, to  the  recognition  of  Vermont,  as  a 
member  of  the  union  -,  that  they  fhould 
■*  explicitly  relinquish  all  demands  of  land 
'  and  jurifdiclion  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Con- 
necticut river,  and  on  the  weft  fide  of  a    • 

c  line 

*  How  far  intrigues  of  this  kind  were  carried  on  it  may  be  difficult 
to  afcertain  ;  but  that  the  Britifli  Government  had  fame  dependence 
on  the  defection  of  Vermont  appears  from  the  following  paragraph  of 
an  intercepted  letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine,  to  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton,  dated  Whitehall,  Feb,  7,    1 78 1. 

'  The  return  of  the  people  of  Vermont  to   their  allegiance,    is  an 

*  event  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  King's  affairs ;  and  at  this  time. 

...       „  ,  ,  .„    „  .  ,.  ,.  .         .  „  Printed  !n 

<tf  the  French  and  Wafhington  really  meditate  an  irruption  into  Can-     ti,e  pen«ivl 

*  ada,  may  be  conlidered  as  oppofing  an  infurmountable  bar  to  the  at-     Vdllia  p 
1  tempt.     General  flaldiman,  who  had  the  fame  in(rru6tions  with  you 
'  to  draw  over  thole  people  and  give  them  fupport,  will,  1  doubt  not, 
'  pu(h  up  a  body  0!  troops,  to  aft  in  conjunction  with  them,  to  feeure 

*  all  the  avenues,  through  their  country  into, Canada;  and  when  the 
•:  feafon  admits,  take  pelfeflion  of  the  upp*r  parts  of  the  Hudfon's  and 

*  Connecticut  rivers,  and  cut  off  the  communication  between  Albany 

*  and  the  Mohawk  country.  How  far  they  may  be  able  to  extend 
'  tbemfelves  fouthward  and  eaftward,  mud  drprnd  on  their  numbers, 
'and  thedifpafition  cf  the  inhabitants.' 

E  e  2 


It- 
er, Auguit  ±1 
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1 78 1 .    '  line  drawn  twenty  miles  eaftwardof  Hud- 
1 — ' — '    £  fon's  river  to  Lake  Cham  plain.' 

When  this  refolution  was  laid  before 

the  Affembly  of  Vermont,  which  met  at 

Ms  copy  of  Charleftown,  they  determined  to  '  remain 

Vermont  <  J  J  ^ 

refoives,  in  <  mrn  m  the  principles  on  which  they  firft 
Aire  ales.    <■  affumed  government,  and  to  hold  the  ar- 

*  tides  of  union  inviolate ;  that  they  would 

*  not  fubmit  the  queftion  of  their  inde- 
i  pendence  to  the  arbitrament  of  any 
r  power  whatever ;  but  they  were  willing 
£  at  prefent  to  refer  the  queftion  of  their 
c  jurifdiciional  boundary  to  Commiffion- 
'  er«  mutually  chofen,  and  when  they 
1  mould  be  admitted  into  the  American 
'  union,  they  would  fubmit  any  fuch  dif- 
<  putes  to  Congrefs/ 

The  ftate  of  fociety  within  the  kced- 
ing  towns,  at  this  time,  was  very  unhappy. 
The  majorities  attempted  to  control  the 
minorities  j  and  thefe  were  difpofed  not 
to  fubmit,  but  to  feek  protection  of  the 
government  with  which  they  had  been 
connected.  At  the  fame  time  and  in  the 
iame  place,  Juftices,  Sheriffs  and  Con- 
ftables,  appointed  by  the  authority  of 
both  States,  were  exercifing  jurifdiction 
over  the  fame  perfons.  Party  rage,  high 
words  and  deep  refentment,  were  theeffeft 
of  thefe   claming  interefts.     An  affray 

which 
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which  began  in  the  town  of  Chefterfleld,     1 78 1 . 
threatened  a  fcene  of  open  hoftiiity,   be-    v— v~» 
tween  the  States  of  New-Hampfhire  and 
Vermont. 

A  Conflable,  appointed  by  the  author!- 
ty  of  Vermont,  had  a  writ,  in  an  aclion 
of  debt  againft  a  man  who  was  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  New-Hampfhire.    He  found  the 
man  in  company  with  a  number  of  peo-  Nov.  4. 
pie  of  his  own  party,   and  attempted  to 
arrefl  him.     The  owner  of  the  houfe  in- 
terpofed.    The  Conftable  produced  a  book  ms  dePo~ 
which  he  faid  contained  the  laws  of  Ver-  f^S  S' 
mont,  and  began  to  read.  The  owner  of  the  th£  fllcs° 
houfe  forbad  him.  Threatening  words  were 
ufed  -,  and  the  officer  was  compelled  to  re- 
treat.    By  a   warrant  from  a  Vermont 
Juitice,  the  houfeholder,   and  another  of 
the  company,  were  committed  to  prifon 
in  Charleftown.     They  fenfc  a  petition  to 
the  AHembly  of  New-Hampfhire  for  re- 
lief.    The  Afiembly  empowered  the  com-  Nov«  zZ° 
xnittee  of  fafety  to  direct  the  Sheriff  of 
Chefhire.to  releafe  the  prifoners ;  they  far- 
ther empowered  the  committee  to  caufe 
to  be  apprehended  and  committed  to  pri- 
fon, in  any  of  the  counties,  all  perfons 
acting  under  the  pretended  authority  of 
the  State  of  Vermont,  to  be  tried  by  the 
Courts  of  thofe  counties  where  they  might 
E  e  3  be 
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be  confined  ;  and  for  this .  purpofe  the 
Sheriffs  were  empowered  to  raife  the  pojj'e 
Ccmitatus. 

In  attempting  to  releafe  the  two  prifon- 
ers   from  Charleflown  gaol,  the  Sheriff 
himfelf  was  imprifoned  by  the  Vermont 
Sheriff,  under  the  authority  of  a  warrant 
from  three  juftices.  The  imprifoned  She- 
riff applied   to   a  Brigadier  General  of 
New-Hampfhire,  to  raife  the  militia  for 
his  liberation.     This  alarmed  the  Ver- 
monters ;  and  orders  were  iflued  by  the 
Governor  for  their  militia  to  oppofe  force 
J7^*    with  force.     A  committee  of  Vermont 
ja«.  12.    was  fent  to  Exeter,  \  to  agree  on  meafures 
1  to  prevent  hoftilities.'  One  of  this  com- 
mittee was  the  Vermont  Sheriff;  he  was 
immediately   arretted   and   thrown   into 
prifon  at  Exeter,  and  there  held  as  ahof- 
tage  for  the  releafe  of  the  Sheriff  of  Che- 
fhire.     The  Allembly  iflued  a  proclama-^ 
tion,  allowing  forty  days  for  the  people 
in  the  revolted  towns  to  repair  to  fome 
Magiftrate  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  fub- 
fcribe  a  declaration,  that  they  acknow- 
ledged the  extent  of  New-Hampfhire  to 
Connecticut  river  ;  and  that  they  would 
demean  themfelves  peaceably  as  good  cit- 
izens  of  the  State.     They  alfo  ordered 

the 
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the  militia  of  ail  the  counties  to  hold  1782, 
themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march  againft  l— **■* 
the  revolters. 

Whilft  affairs  wore  fuch  a  threatening 
afpecl:  between  the  two  States,  means  were 
ufed  at  Congrefs  to  take  up  the  contro- 
verfy  on  more  general  ground.  A  com- 
mittee, who  had  under  confideration  the 
affair  of  admitting  Vermont  into  the  union 
and  determining  its  boundaries,  .prevailed 
on  General  Walhington,  then  at  Phila- 
delphia, to  write  to  the  Governor  of  Ver-  j,„.  x. 
mont,  advifmg  to  a  relinquifh  merit  of  their 
late  extenfion,  as  an  '  indifpenfible  pre- 

•  .  •  1.1,  '»  -        T  . 

'  liminary'  to  their  admiiiion  into  the  u- 
nion  -y  intimating  alfo,  that  upon  their 
non-compliance,  they  mull  be  confidered 
as  having  a  hoffile  difpofition  toward  the 
United  States,  in  which  cafe  coercion,  on  APPend«, 
the  part  of  Congrefs,  however  difagreea- 
ble,  would  be  neceflary. 

This  letter  had  the  defired  effect.  The 
Affembly  of  Vermont,  taking  advantage 
of  the  abfence  of  the  members  from  the  Feb-  zz- 
eaftern  fide  of  the  river,  obtained  a  major- 
ity for  complying  with  the  preliminary, 
and  refoived,  l  that  the  weftern  bank  of 
f  Connecticut  river  on  the  one  part,  and  a 
I  line  drawn  from  the  north-weft  corner  of 
f  Maflachufetts,northward,  to  LakeCham- 
E  e  4  <  plain 
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j 78 2.  c  plain  on  the  other  part,  be  the  eaftern 
*— **  c  and  weftern  boundaries  of  the  State  of 
4  Vermont,  and  that  they  relinquifhed  all 
1  claim  of  jurifditlion  without  thofe  limits.' 
When  the  members  from  the  eaftern  fide 
of  Connecticut  river  arrived,  they  found 
themfelves  excluded  from  a  feat  in  the 
Afiembly,  and  took  their  leave  with  fome 
expreffions  of  bitternefs. 

After  this  compliance,  it  Was  expected 
that  Vermont  would  be  admitted  into  the 
union,  and  the  queftion  was  folemnly  put 
April  14.  in  Congrefs ;  but  a  majority  decided  a- 
gainfl  it ;  to  the  no  fmall  difappointment 
of  many  perfons,  befide  the  inhabitants  of 
the  difputed  territory.  The  pretence  for 
this  decifion  was,  that  they  had.  exceeded 
the  limited  time ;  but  they  had  complied 
with  the  '  indifpenfible  preliminary  -J  and 
the  order  of  Congrefs,  requiring  it,  flood 
unrepealed. 

Though  cut  off  from  their  connexion 
with  Vermont,  the  revolted  towns  did  not 
at  once  return  to  a  ftate  of  peace ;  but 
the  divifibns  and  animonties  which  had! 
fo  long  fubfifted,  continued  to  produce 
difagreeable  effects.  The  judicial  Courts 
of  New-Hampmire  had  fat  without  much 
interruption,  in  the  counties  of  Chefhire 
and  Grafton,  whilft  the  officers  of  Ver- 
mont 
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mont  held  jurifdi&ion  alfo  5  but  when  the   17-8^. 
latter  were  excluded  by  the  act  of  the  Ver-  '    ^^ 
mont  AiTembly,  a  fpirlt  of  oppofition  be- 
gan to  arife  againfr.  the  fitting  of   the 
former. 

When  the  Inferior  Court  was  holder!  September. 
at  Keene,  a  number  of  perfons  appeared, 
to  oppofe  its  proceedings,  and  effected 
their  purpofe  fofar  as  to  make  an  adjourn- 
ment neceftary ;  but  three  of  the  leaders 
of  the  oppofition  were  arretted  and  bound 
over  to  the  Superior  Court.  In  the  mean 
time  efforts  were  made  to  raife  a  party 
who  mould  oppofe  the  Superior  Court ; 
and  it  was  reported  that  two  hundred 
men  had  alTociated  and  armed  themfelves 
for  that  purpofe.  On  the  morning  be-  oaober„ 
fore  the  Court  was  opened,  feveral  of  the 
leaders  came  to  the  Judges'  chambers  and 
prefented  a  petition,  praying,  c  that  the 
c  Court  might  be  adjourned,  and  that  no 
1  judicial  proceedings  might  be  had,  whilfr. 
c  the  troubles  in  which  the  country  had 
£  been  involved  frill  fubfifred.'  They  were 
told  that  the  Judges  could  come  to  no  de- 
termination on  the  fubjec~f,  but  in  open 
Court.  When  the  Court  was  opened, 
their  petition  was  publicly  read ;  and  the 
confideration  of  it  was  poftponed  to  the 
next  day.  The  Court  then  proceeded  to 
Jnorn  its 
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1782.  its  common  bufinefs.  The  Grand  Jury 
*— *-J  being  impannelled,  the  doors  of  the  houfe 
where  they  met  were  kept  open,  whilft  the 
Attorney  General  laid  before  them  the  cafe 
of  the  rioters  at  the  inferior  Court.  A 
bill  was  found  againft  them.  They  were 
arraigned,  they  pleaded  guilty,  and  cad 
themfelves  on  the  mercy  of  the  Court. 
The  Court  remitted  their  punifhment  on 
condition  of  their  future  peaceable  beha- 
vior. This  well  judged  combination  of 
firmnefs  and  lenity  difarmed  the  infurg- 
ents  5  and  they  quietly  difperfed.  From 
that  time  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  gov- 
ernment in  that  quarter  gradually  abated; 
and  the  people  returned  to  their  connex- 
ion with  New-Hampfhire. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXVII. 

Popular  difcontent.  Efforts  for  paper  cur- 
rency. Tender-aBs.  Injur  reBion.  Dig- 
niiy  and  lenity  of  government.  Federal 
Conflitution. 

lHE  American  revolution  had  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  as  far  as  it 
refpecled  our  emancipation  from  foreign 
jurifdiclion,  the  eftablifhrrient  of  forms  of 
government  among  ourfelves,  and  our  de- 
liverance from  war.  It  remained,  to  ac- 
commodate the  minds  and  manners  of 
the  people,  under  the  new  adminifrration, 
to  a  regular  courfe  of  juflice,  both  public 
and  private  j  to  perfect  the  union  of  the 
States  \  and  to  eftablifh  a  fyflem  of  finance. 
Thefe  things  were  neceffary  to  make  the 
revolution  complete. 

The  extremes  of  defpotifm  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  licentioufnefs  on  the  other, 
are  equally  to  be  avoided.  In  a  jufl  me- 
dium between  thefe,  a  government  well 
balanced  and  executed  with  vigor,  is  capa- 
ble of  producing  the  mofl  valuable  bene- 
fits. To  this  point  it  was  necefTary  to 
conduclour  revolution.  But  it  was  equal- 

ly 
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Iy  neceflary,  that  it  fhould  proceed  by 
flow  degrees  j  that  errors  in  principle 
fhould  be  gradually  reformed  *  and  that 
men  fhould  be  taught,  by  their  own  ex- 
perience, the  folly  of  relying  on  any  fyf- 
tem.of  nolitics,  whicli,  however  fupported 
by  "popularity,  is  not  founded  in  recti- 
tude. 

A  large  debt,  accumulated  by  the  war, 
remained  <o  be  difcharged.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,.  requifitions  were  made  by  Congrefs, 
as  well  as  by  the  State  Government.  Sil- 
ver and  gold,  which  had  circulated  largely 
in  the  latter  years  of  the  war,  were  re- 
turning, by  the  ufual  courfe  of  trade,  to 
thofe  countries,  whence  large  quantities 
of  neceiTary  and  unneceflary  commodities 
had  been  imported.  Had  any  general 
fyflem  of  import  been  adopted,  fome  part 
of  this  money  might  have  been  retained, and 
fome  part  of  the  public  debt  difcharged  ; 
but  the  power  of  Congrefs  did  not  extend  to 
this  object  -t  and  the  States  were  not  unit- 
ed, in  the  expediency  of  delegating  new 
and  fufiicient  powers  to  that  body.  The 
partial  inipofb,  laid  by  fome  of  the  States, 
were  inefle6lual,  as  long,  as  others  found 
their  interefc  in  omitting  them.  Rjecourfe 
therefore  was  had  to  the  ufual.  mode  of 
taxation  on  polls  and  eftates  ;  by  which 
means,  a  heavy  burden  was  laid  on  the 

-     hufbandman 
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hufbandman  and  the  labourer.  Thofe 
who  were  punctual  in  their  payments,  faw 
no  probable  endi  of  their,  exertions,  wbilft 
the  negligence  of  others  occafioned  re- 
peated demands.  Priyate  creditors,  who 
had  fufrered  by  long  forbearance,  were 
importunate  for  their  dues  ;  and  the 
Courts  of  Law  were  full  of  fuits. 

The  people  who  felt  themfelves  dillreiT- 
ed,  held  conferences  with  a  view  to  devife 
means  of  redrefs.  The  mofr.  eafy remedy 
which  appeared  to  many  of  them,  was  a 
new  emiilion  of  paper  bills,  funded  on 
real  eftate,  and  loaned  on  intereft.  To 
effect  this,  petitions  were  addrefled  to  the  1785. 
Legiflature  j  and  to  remedy  the  grievance,  *— v-*j 
as  far  as  it  was  occafioned  by  a  debt  of 
the  State,  an  act.  was  paffed,  to  draw  into 
the  Treafury  all  notes  ifiued  by  the  State, 
and  give  certificates  for  the  interell,  and 
for  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  principal*  an- 
nually ;  which  certificates  were  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Treafurer  for  taxes>  ■  in  lieu 
*  of,  and  equal  to  filver  and  gold.'  By 
this  means,  it  was  expected  that  the  debt 
would  gradually  be  extinguished  -,  and 
that  the  people  would  eafily  be  enabled 
to  pay  at  leaft  one  fpecies  of  their  taxes. 

This  was  far  from  fatisfying  the  com- 
plainants,    The  public  fecurities,  they 


faid, 


solud 
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1785.  faid,  were  engrofTed  by  rich  fpeculators, 
and  the  poor  were  diflrefled  for  the  means 
of  paying  their  taxes  and  their  private 
debts.  The  cry  for  paper  money  was 
inceffant ;  and  the  people  were  called  up- 
on in  the  public  papers,  '  to  aflert  their 
*  own  majefly,  as  the  origin  of  power,  and 
'to  make  their  Governors  know,  that 
1  they  are  but  the  executors  of  the  public 
'  will/ 

To  this  clamor,  the  voice  of  reafon  and 
juftice  calmly  anfwered  5  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Legiflature  to  eftab- 
!i£h  any  fund,  which  fhould  fecure  paper 
money  from  depreciation  ;  that  there  was 
fo  much  paper  then  in  circulation,  and 
the  time  of  its  redemption  was  fo  diflant, 
that  the  notes  palled  at  a  difcount  of  lixty, 
and  the  certificates  of  twenty  per  cent ; 
that  if  the  quantity  were  increafed,  the 
depreciation  would  increafe  in  proportion ; 
that  if  bills  were  iffued  and  made  a  tender 
in  all  payments,  it  would  never  be  in  the 
power  of  government  to  redeem  them  by 
iilver  and  gold,  becaufe  none  could  be 
Collected ;  and  in  that  cafe,  no  part  of 
the  continental  or  foreign  debt  could  be 
difcharged  ;  that  if  bills  were  loaned  on 
land  fecurity,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
the  public  debtor  to  purchafe  the  bills  at 

a  reduced 
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a  reduced  value,  and  with  them  to  make  1785. 
his  payment  at  the  Treafury,  in  which  '-- J^' 
cale,  though  the  public  cheft  might  be 
filled  with  paper,  yet  the  government 
would  fuffer  ail  the  embarraflment  of 
poverty.  It  was  added,  that  the  Legifla-^ 
ture  were  by  the  Conftitution  exprefsly 
forbidden  to  make  retrofpeclive  laws,  and 
had  no  right  to  alter  the  nature  of  private 
contracts  j  and  that  ihould  the  majority 
of  the  people  petition  the  government  to 
make  paper  a  lawful  tender,  it  would  be 
their  duty  to  reject  the  petition  as  uncon- 
ftitutional.  When  it  was  propofed,  that 
the  paper  mould  not  be  a  tender  for  pafl 
but  only  for  future  contracts  ;  it  was 
anfwered,  that  this  would  not  relieve  the 
debtor,  who  was  furTering  for  his  pail 
engagements,  and  the  difficulties  which 
it  pretended  to  cure  would  frill  exift. 

In  vain  were  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, induftry  and  frugality  recommend- 
ed as  the  only  adequate  fources  of  re- 
lief j  the  complainants  had  no  diipofition 
to  apply  a  remedy  fo  flow  in  its  operation ; 
and  indeed  it  was  doubtful  whether  the 
utmoft  exertions  in  that  way  would  have 
been  fufficient,  completely  to  extricate  us 
out  of  thefe  difficulties,  without  fome  al- 
teration in  our  confederated  government: 
••/bai  &  Similar 


regions, 
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1785.        Similar  difficulties,   at  the  fame  time, 
y^^     exifted  in  the  neighbouring  State  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  ;  to  remedy  which,  among  oth- 
er palliatives,  a  law  was  paffed  called  a 
tender-aB,  '  by  which  it  was  provided  that 
Minors     *  executions  iflued  for  private  demands, 
Jhfi0n7ur°    f  might  be  fatisfied  by  cattle  and  other 
£  enumerated  articles,  at  an  appraifement 
c  of  impartial  men  under  oath/  For  fuch 
a  law  the  difcontented  party  in  New- 
Hampfhire   petitioned  5   and  to  gratify 
them  the  Legiilature  enacted,  that  c  when 
'  any  debtor  ihall  tender  to  his  creditor, 

*  in  fatisfaciion  of  an  execution  for  debt, 
'  either  real  or  perfonal  eftate  fuffi- 
\  cient,    the   body   of    the  debtor   fhall 

*  be    exempt   from   irnprifonment,    and 

*  the    debt    fhall   carry   an    intereil  of 

*  fix  per  cent ;  the  creditor  being  at  lib- 
'  erty  either  to  receive  the  eftate,  fo 
£  tendered,   at  a  value  eftimated  by  three 

*  appraifers,  or  to  keep  alive  the  demand 
c  by  taking  out  an  alias,  within  one  year 

*  after  the  return  of  any  former  execution, 
c  and  levying  it  on  any  eftate  of  the  debt- 
«  or  which  he  can  find.'  At  the  fame 
time  an  aft  was  made,  enlarging  the  power 
er  of  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  to  try  and  de- 
termine actions  of  debt  and  trefpafs  to 
the  value  of  ten  pounds.     Thefe  laws 

were 
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were  complained  of  as  unconftitutional  ;  1785. 
the  former  as  being  retrofpective,  and  ^  ' 
changing  the  nature  of  contracts  ;  the  lat- 
ter as  depriving  the  creditor,  in  certain 
cafes,  of  a  right  to  trial  by  Jury.  But  fo 
itrongwas  the  clamor  for  redrefs  of  griev- 
ances ;  and  fo  influential  was  the  exam- 
ple of  the  neighbouring  State,  that  fome 
of  the  beft  men  in  the  Legiflature  found 
it  necefTary  to  comply ;  whilft  another 
part  were  fecretly  in  favor  of  worfe  mea- 
sures. 

The  tender-act,  at  firff,  was  made  for 
two  years  only  j  before  the  expiration  of 
which  it  was  revived,  with  fome  altera- 
tions, and  continued  for  three  years  long- 
er. The  effect  of  this  law,  in  cafes  where 
an  attempt  was  made  to  execute  it,  was, 
that  the  molt  valuable  kinds  of  property 
were  either  concealed  or  made  over  to  a 
third  perfon  j  and  when  the  Sheriff  came 
with  an  execution,  it  was  levied  on  fuch 
articles  as  were  of  little  ufe  to  the  credi- 
tor. But  the  raoft  general  effect  of  the 
law  was  to  prevent  any  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  creditor,  and  to  encourage  the 
debtor  in  neglecting  payment. 

The  fcarcity  of  money  was  ftill  a  griev-    I7g5 
ance   which  the  laws  had  not  remedied,    i^^j 
but  rather  had  a  tendency  to  increafe. 
Ff  To 


466  HISTORY    OF 

1786.  To  encourage  its  importation  into  the 
u"~v  '  country  the  Legiflature  exempted  from  all 
port  duties,  except  light-money,  every  vef- 
fel  which  fhould  bring  gold  and  filver 
only  -,  and  from  one  half  of  the  duties,  i£ 
a  fum  of  money  equal  to  one  half  of  the 
cargo  fhould  be  imported,  But  it  was  to 
no  purpofe  to  import  money,  unlefs  en- 
couragement were  given  for  its  circula- 
tion, which  could  not  be  expected  whihl: 
the  tender-act  was  in  force ;  for  every 
,  man  who  owned  money  thought  it  more 
fecure  in  his  own  hands,  than  in  the 
hands  of  others. 

The  clamor  for  paper  currency  increas- 
ed, and,  like  a  raging  fever,  approached 
toward  a  crifis.  In  every  town  there  was, 
a  party  in  favor  of  it,  and  the  public  pa- 
pers were  continually  filled  with  decla- 
mations on  the  fubject.  It  was  faid  that 
an  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit  would  give 
a  fpring  to  commerce  and  encourage  agri- 
culture ;  that  the  poor  would  be  able  to 
pay  their  debts  and  taxes  j  that  all  the  ar- 
guments againft  ifluing  paper  were  fram- 
ed by  fpeculators,  and  were  intended  to 
ferve  the  wealthy  part  of  the  community, 
.who  had  monopolifed  the  public  Securi- 
ties, that  they  might  raife  their  value  and 
get  all  the  good  bargains  into  their  own 

hands  -, 
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hands ;  that  other  States  in  the  union  had  1786. 
iflued  paper  bills,  and  were  rejoicing  in  v-",r~J 
the  happy  effects  of  their  currency  without 
any  depreciation  j  that  the  people  had  a 
right  to  call  upon  their  Reprefentatives 
to  ftamp  a  value  on  paper,  or  leather,  or 
any  other  fubftance  capable  of  receiving 
an  impreflion  ;  and  that  to  prevent  its  de~ 
preciation,  a  law  fhould  be  enacted  to 
punifh  with  banifhment  and  outlawry^ 
every  perfon  who  fhould  attempt  by  any 
means  to  leffen  its  value.* 

The  fame  party  who  were  fo  zealous 
in  favor  of  paper  currency,  and  againft 
laws  which  obliged  them  to  pay  their 
debts,  proceeded  to  inveigh  againft  Courts 
and  lawyers.  The  Inferior  Courts  were 
reprefented  as  finecures  for  Judges  and 
Clerks ;  the  defaulting,  appealing,  demur- 
ring, abatements,  fees  and  bills  of  coirs,  1 
without  any  decifion,  were  complained  of 

as 

*  A  fpecimen  of  the  language  ufed  on  this  occafion  is  as  follows. 

*  Seven  States  are  now  blefled   with  harmony,  plenty  and    happinefs. 

*  Worthy,  induftrious  men  can  go  to  market  with  a  penny  in  their 
'  pockets  j  their  benevolent  friends,  the  farmers,  meet  them  halfway 

*  with  cheerfulnefs,  and  are  as  ready  to  receive  as  they  to  offer  ;  now 
'  one  greets  the  other  with  focial  benedictions,  trade  flourifhes,  agri- 
culture increafes,  mutual  confidence  is  reftored,  and  harmony  reigns 

*  triumphant.     Elyfian  fields  thefe  !  when  contrafted  with  the  bond- 

*  age  of  the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire ;  for  '  in  the  midft-of 
•life,  they  are  in  death,'  death  of  the  worft  kind,  penury  and  want  of 

*  the  common  bleflings  of  Providence.     How  long,  freemen  of  New- 

*  Hampihire,  can  ye  bear  the  yoke  of  oppreffion  !' 

New-Hampihire  Gazette,  July  zoj  1786, 

Ff2 


J  use. 
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1786.  as  burdens,  and  an  abolition  of  thefe 
r-^  Courts  became  a  part  of  the  popular  cry. 
But  the  party  did  not  content  themfelves 
with  writing  in  the  public  papers.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  call  a  convention, 
at  Concord,  whilft  the  AfTembly  was  fit- 
ting there,  who  fhould  petition  the  Le- 
gislature in  favor  of  the  plan;  and  it  was 
thought,  that  the  prefence  of  fucha  body 
of  men,  convened  at  the  fame  time  and 
place,  would  have  great  weight.  This 
attempt  was  defeated  in  a  manner  lingu- 
lar and  humorous. 

At  the  firft  fitting  of  the  Alterably, 
when  five  only  of  the  members  of  the 
propofed  convention  were  in  town,  fome 
wags,  among  whom  were  feveral  young 
lawyers,  pretended  to  have  been  chofen 
by  the  towns  in  which  they  lived  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  In  conference  with  the 
five,  they  penetrated  their  views,  and  per- 
fuaded  them  to  pofl  an  advertifement,  for 
all  the  members  who  were  in  town  to  af- 
femble  immediately  3  it  being  of  the  ut- 
moil  importance  to  prefent  their  petition 
as  early  in  the  feffion  as  poffible.  By  this 
means,  fixteen  pretended  members,  with 
.the  five  real  ones,  formed  themfelves  into 
a  convention,  choofing  one  of  the  five 
their  Prefident,  and  one  of  the  fixteen 

their 
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their  Clerk.  They  carried  on  their  de-  1786. 
bates  and  paiTed  votes  with  much  apparent  *-~ /--> 
folemnity.  Having  framed  a  petition, 
complaining  in  the  moft  extravagant 
terms  of  their  grievances  ;  praying  for  a 
loan  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  funded 
on  real  eflate  ;  for  the  abolition  of  Inferi- 
or Courts,  and  a  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber of  lawyers,  to  two  only  in  a  county  \ 
and  for  a  free  trade  with  all  the  world  ; 
they  went  in  proceffion  to  the  AfTembly, 
(fome  of  whom  had  been  previoufly  let 
into  the  fecret)  and  with  great  formality 
prefented  their  petition,  which  was  fuf- 
fered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  was  after- 
ward withdrawn.  The  convention  then 
dhTolved;  and  when  others,  who  had  been 
really  chofen  by  the  towns  arrived,  they 
were  exceedingly  mortified  on  finding  their 
views  for  that  time  fo  completely  frus- 
trated. 

The  next  effort  of  the  party  was  to  call 
County  Conventions.  Of  what  clafs  of 
people  thefe  were  compofed,  fome  idea  may 
be  formed  from  this  circumrTance.  An 
innholder,  at  whofe  houfe  one  of  thefe 
conventions  nrft  met,  refufed  to  take  their 
promife  for  lumber  to  pay  the  expenfe  of 
their  meeting;  upon  which  they  adjourn- 
ed to  a  ware-houfe,  belonging  to  one  of 
Ffs  the 
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1786.   the  party,  and  were  treated  with  liquor 

U^-J    gratis. 

From  two  of  thefe  conventions,  and 
from  feveral  towns  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  petitions  were  prefented  to  the 

Sept.  13-  Legifiature)  at  their  feffion  in  Exeter.  On 
calm  deliberation,  thefe  petitions  appear- 
ed to  be  inconfiftent  with  each  other,  with 
the  conftitution,  with  juftice  and  public 
faith.  But  to  ftill  the  clamor  and  collect 
the  real  fenfe  of  the  people  on  the  fubject 
of  paper  currency ;  the  AfTembly  formed 
a  plan  for  the  emiffion  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds,  to  be  let  at  four  per  cent,  on 
land  fecurity  j  to  be  a  tender  in  payment 
of  State  taxes,  and  for  the  fees  and  fala- 
ries  of  public  officers.  This  plan  was 
immediately  printed,  and  fent  to  the  fev- 
eral towns ;  and  the  people  were  defired 
to  give  their  opinions  in  town-meetings 
for  and  againft  it,  and  to  make  return  of 
their  votes  to  the  AfTembly  at  their  next 
feffion, 

This  way  of  proceeding  did  not  coin- 
cide with  the  views  of  the  party ;  the 
principal  directors  of  which  endeavoured 
to  conceal  themfelves,  whilft  they  perfuad- 
ed  a  confiderable  number  of  perfons  of 
various  characters,  to  appear  openly 
in  fupport  of  the  petitions.    They  took 

pain? 
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pains  to  fpread  falfe  reports  through  the    1786. 
country ;  and  among  other  things,  it  was    ^^ 
faid  that  the  AfTembly  had  patted  an  ac~f, 
to  refund  the  value  of  the  conhYcated  es- 
tates, which  was  to  be  immediately  afTefi- 
ed  on  the  people. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  at  this  time, 
caufes  of  a   fimilar  nature  had  excited 
numbers  of  people  in  fome  counties  of 
MafTachufettSj  to  affemble  in  arms  and 
prevent  the  Judicial  Courts  from  fitting. 
This  example,  aided  by  falfe  reports,  and 
a  fenfe  of  grievances,  partly  real  and  part- 
ly imaginary,  operated  fo  powerfully  on     . 
the  minds  of  a  number  of  people,  in  the 
weftern  part  of  the  county  of  Rockingham  j 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  se?t.  so. 
September,   about  two  hundred  men   af- 
fembled  at  Kingflon,  fix  miles  from  Exe- 
ter, where  they  chofe  leaders  and  procured 
a  drum.    By  the  help  of  fome  militia  offi- 
cers they  formed  themfelves  into  military 
order,  and  in  the  afternoon  marched  to 
Exeter  5  about  one  third  of  them  being 
armed  with  mufkets,  and  the  others  with 
fwords  and  clubs.     Having  entered  the 
confines  of  the  town,  they  halted  •  and 
fent  a  paper  to  the  AfTembly,  figned  by 
one  of  them  who  ftyled  himfelf  modera- 
tor, demanding  an  anfwer  to  their  former 
F  f  4  petition 
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1786.  petition  immediately.  They  then  march- 
Wv~~  ed  through  the  town,  and  paraded  before 
the  meeting-houfe,  where  both  Houfes  of 
Affembly  were  holding  a  conference.  The 
doors  were  open,  and  as  many  of  them  as 
were  difpofed,  entered.  The  Prefident, 
in  a  cool  and  deliberate  fpeech,  explained 
the  reafons  on  which  the  Aflembly  had 
proceeded  in  rejecting  the  petitions  j  ex- 
pofed  the  weaknefs,  inconfiftency  and  in- 
j  nftice  of  their  requelt ;  and  faid,  that  if 
it  were  ever  fo  juft  and  proper  in  itfelf, 
and  if  the  whole  body  of  the  people  were 
in  favor  of  it,  yet  the  Legiflature  ought 
not  to  comply  with  it,  whilft  furrounded 
by  an  armed  force.  To  do  this,  would 
be,  to  betray  the  rights  of  the  people, 
which  they  had  all  folemnly  f  worn  to  fup- 
port.  He  concluded  by  declaring,  that  no 
confideration  of  perfonal  danger  would 
ever  compel  them  to  violate  the  rights  of 
their  constituents. 

This  fpeech  being  ended,  the  drum  beat 
to  arms  -,  as  many  as  had  guns  were  or- 
dered to  load  them  with  balls ;  fentries 
were  placed  at  the  doors,  and  the  whole 
.  Legiflature  were  held  prifoners  j  the  mob 
threatening  death  to  any  perfon  who 
fhould  attempt  to  efcape,  till  their  de- 
mands were  granted.  The  Aflembly  went 

on, 
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on  with  their  bufinefs,  taking  no  farther  1786. 
notice  of  the  rioters,  till  the  approach  of  w ^^ 
evening ;  when  the  Prefident  attempted 
to  go  out,  but  was  flopped  by  an  impen- 
etrable column.  He  then  reafoned  with 
them,  and  warned  them  of  the  fatal  ten- 
dency of  their  conduct,  affuring  them, 
that  the  force  of  the  country  would  fup- 
port  the  government.  Their  anfwers  to 
him  were  infolent  and  reproachful.  They 
raifed  a  cry  for  paper-money,  an  equal 
distribution  of  property,  and  a  releafe  from 
debts.  The  inhabitants  of  Exeter  had  all 
this  time  beheld  with  filence  the  infult 
offered  to  the  Legiflature  -,  having  no  or- 
ders to  take  arms,  they  reflrained  their 
indignation,  till  the  dufk  of  the  evening  -} 
when  fome  of  them  beat  a  drum  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  others  cried,  *  Huzza  for  gov- 
■  ernment!  Bring  up  the  artillery!'  At 
the  found  of  thefe  words  the  mob  were 
{truck  with  a  panic,  and  began  to  difperfe. 
Their  moderator  ordered  them  to  meet 
again,  at  nine  of  the  clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  they  fcattered  in  every  direction. 
The  Afiembly  being  thus  at  liberty, 
requefted  the  Prefident  to  call  out  the 
force  of  the  State  to  quell  the  insurrection. 
In  the  evening  he  iilued  his  orders,  and 
before  morning  companies  of  militia,  well 

armed 
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j 78  6.    armed,  began  to  come  in  from  the  neigh- 
w— •    bouring  towns.     By  ten  of  the  clock  in 

kept.  si.  o  J 

the  morning  a  fufficient  body  of  horfe 
and  foot,  with  field-pieces  and  military 
raulic,  having  arrived ;  the  Prefident  put 
them  in  motion  againft  the  infurgents, 
who  were  then  parading,  about  a  mile  dif- 
tant.     Having  by  their  fpies  obtained  in^ 
telligence  of  the  motion  of  the  militia, 
the  unarmed  part  of  the  infurgents  re- 
treated to  a  hill  beyond  the  river ;  the 
others  kept  their  ground  till  a  party  of 
light-horfe  appeared  in  view,  and  then 
the  whole  body  retired.     Some  of  them 
were  taken  by  the  purfuers  j  others  recov- 
ered the  bridge  at  King's-fall,  and  being 
met  by  thole  who  had  firft  retreated,  made 
an  appearance  as  if  they  would  difpute 
.•    the  paffage,     Orders  were  given  by  one 
of  their  leaders  to  fire  ;  but  the  force  of 
the  government  appeared  fo  formidable 
that  they  dared  not  to  obey.  The  officers 
of  the  militia  rufhed  in  among  them,  feiz- 
ed   their   moderator  and  others  to  the 
number  of  forty,  the  reft  fled  with  pre- 
cipitation,  and   no  farther  purfuit  was 
made.     The  prifoners  were  difarmed  and 
conducted  to  the  town  j  where  they  were 
brought  to  an   examination  before  the 
Prefident  and  Council.     Had  thefe  men 

been 
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been  engaged  in  a  good  caufe,  and  com-  1786, 
manded  by  proper  officers,  they  would  v~^^ 
have  maintained  the  honor  of  their 
country,  and  fought  her  battles  with  ar- 
dor and  perfeverance ;  but,  conlcious  that 
they  were  oppofing  a  government  of  their 
own  eftablifhing,  their  native  fortitude 
forfook  them  ;  and  being  taken  in  arms, 
they  gave  an  example  of  the  mofl  humiU 
iating  fubmifiion.  Moil  of  them  pro- 
feffed  to  be  afhamed  of  their  conduct,  and 
their  ihame  appeared  to  be  fmcere. 

The  dignity  of  government  being  thus 
vindicated,  its  lenity  was  equally  confpk> 
uous.  Six  only  of  the  prifoners  were 
detained,  and  a  party  of  light-horfe  was 
fent  to  apprehend  two  others  of  the  mofi: 
culpable.  They,  were  taken  out  of  their 
beds  and  brought  to  Exeter.  This  man- 
oeuvre had  an  excellent  effect,  for  fome, 
who  knew  themfelves  equally  guilty,  were 
afraid  to  fleep  in  their  own  houfes.  The 
Superior  Court  being  then  in  feffion  at  Sept* *5' 
Exeter, thefe  eight  prifoners  were  arraigned 
on  an  indictment  for  treafon.  One  drop- 
ping on  his  knees,  pleaded  guilty  j  others 
hefitated  when  they  pronounced  the  words 
•  not  guilty.'  They  were  ordered  to  re- 
cognife  for  their  appearance  at  the  next 
Superior  Court,  when  their  bonds  were 

difcharged. 
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1786.  difcharged.  Some  of  them,  who  belong- 
'*—o~^  ed  to  the  Prefbyterian  Churches,  were 
cited  before  the  ecclefiaftical  feffion.  and 
there  cenfured,  as  oppofers  of  juft  gov- 
ernment Others,  being  militia  officers, 
were  tried  by  a  general  Court  Martial  5  of 
thefe,  fome  were  cafhiered,  but  not  in- 
capacitated for  future  fervice  }  fome  were 
reprimanded,  and  others  were  acquitted. 
The  whole  oppofition  was  completely 
fubduedj  wavering  minds  became  fettled ; 
converts  were  made  to  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment j  and  the  fyftem  of  knavery  received 
a  deep  wound,  from  which  it  has  not 
fince  recovered. 

The  plan  which  had  been  iffued  by  the 
Aflembly,  for  emitting  paper-money,  was 
in  courfe  referred  to  the  people,  in  their 
town-meetings  ;  and  at  the  next  feflion 
the  returns  were  made,  when  a  ma- 
jan[4.  jority  appeared  againfl  it.  To  finim, 
the  whole  matter,  two  questions  were  put 
in  the  Aflembly.  The  firft  was,  c  whether 
'  the  Legiflature  can,  confiftently  with  the 

*  conftitution,  and  their  oaths,  pafs  an  act 
f  making  paper  bills  of  credit,  a  tender  to 
'  difcharge  private  contracts,  made  prior 
4  to  the  palling  fuch  acl  ?'  The  other  was, 
c  whether  paper-money  be  emitted  on  any 

*  plan  which  has  been  propofed?'  Both 

thefe 
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thefe  queftions  were  determined  in  the    1787. 
negative.  ^    ' 

To  obferve  the  progrefs  of  wifdom  and 
virtue,  and  the  obftacles  which  are  laid  in 
the  way  of  vice,  is  a  moil  pleafmg  enter- 
tainment to  the  philanthropift  ;  and  it  is 
but  juft,  in  fuch  a  contemplation,  to  ac- 
knowledge that  fuperintending  influence, 
which  brings  good  out  of  evil.  It  was 
feared  by  many,  that  the  American  revo- 
lution would  not  produce  that  fum  of  po- 
litical happinefs  which  its  warmerr.  advo- 
cates had  fondly  predicted.  The  efforts 
of  faction  in  feveral  of  the  States  were 
very  alarming.  In  New-Ham pfhire,  the 
affault  being  made  directly  at  the  fupreme 
head  of  the  government,  the  force  of  the 
State  immediately  rofe  and  cruihed  it.  In 
MafTachufetts,  the  attacks  were  made  on 
the  Judicial  Courts,  which  of  themfelves 
had  no  power  effectually  to  oppofe  them. 
The  difaffection  there  rofe  to  a  higher  de- 
gree -,  it  was  more  extenfively  difrufed,  and 
with  more  difficulty  quelled.  But  at 
length  the  conftitutional  powers  of  gov- 
ernment being  exerted  with  vigor,  the 
fpirit  of  anarchy  was  fupprefled.  In  an- 
other neighbouring  State,  the  fame  fpirit 
reigned  triumphant.  A  depreciating  cur- 
rency was  eftablifhed  by  law,  and  perti- 
nacioufly  adhered  to  by  the  government. 

The 
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1787.  The  imbecility  of  the  confederation  by 
which  the  States  were  united,  had  long 
been  felt,  and  fome  attempts  had  been 
making  to  ftrengthen  it  3  but  the  view  of 
our  fituation  at  this  time  demonftrated 
the  total  inefrkacy  of  that  conftitution, 
to  bind  together  thirteen  diftincl  fove- 
reignties,  over  which  no  coercive  power 
was  eftablifhed,  which  could  prevent  or 
cure  fuch  evils  as  threatened  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  all  public  and  private  credit.  Hap- 
pily for  the  American  union,  the  remedy 
exifted  within  itfelf.  The  good  fenfe  and 
public  virtue  of  the  great  body  of  our 
citizens  readily  adopted  the  idea  of  a 
Convention  of  the  States.  The 
firft  propofal  came  from  Virginia,  where 
American  liberty  was  firft:  publicly  affert- 
ecl,  when  it  was  flagrantly  violated 
by  the  ftamp-acl:.  The  name  of  Patrick 
Henry  will  ever  be  illuftrious  in  the  A- 
merican  annals  for  moving  the  refolves 
of  17 65  ;  and  the  name  of  James  Madifon 
will  be  equally  diftinguifhed  for  propofing 
the  Convention  of  1787. 

To  this  Convention,  which  was  holden 
at  Philadelphia,  all  the  States,  except  one, 
ient  their  delegates.  After  a  clofe  and 
particular  inveftigation,  they  produced  a 
new  federal  Conflitution  j  containing  ad- 
equate 
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equate  remedies  for  thofe  political  difor-    1787* 
ders,  which  had  threatened  with  extinction,    u~/— ' 
the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  Amer- 
ican States. 

Among  other  wife  provifions,  to  eftab- 
lifh  jufrice  and  fecure  the  bleffings  of  lib- 
erty, thofe  which  refpecl  public  and  pri- 
vate credit  are  not  the  lead  confpicuous. 
To  fupport  the  former,  the  Congrefs  has 
a  power  which,  by  the  firfc  confederation, 
was  not  delegated, c  to  lay  and  collecl  tax- 
6  es,  duties,  imports,  and  excifes,  to  pay 

*  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 
^defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Unit- 
'  ed  States.'  For  the  latter  it  is  declared, 
that   '  no  State  mall  coin  money,  emit 

*  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold 

*  and  filver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of 
I  debts,  pafs  any  bills  of  attainder  or  ex 
c  poft  facto  law,  or  any  law  impairing  the 
c  obligation  of  contracts/ 

When  this  new  Conftitution  was  pro- 
pofed  to  the  people,  conventions  were 
called  in  each  State  to  confider  it.  In 
thefe  bodies,  compoled  of  perfons  who 
reprefented  impartially  every  clafs  and 
defcription  of  the  people,  and  who  were 
themfelves  equally  various  in  their  prin- 
ciples, habits  and  views  -,  the  Conftitution 
underwent  the  mofl  critical  and  feverc 

difcuffion. 
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1787.  difcuffion.     Whilft  it  was  in  debate,  thtf 
*— v^    anxiety  of  all  parties  was  extended  to  the 

utmoft  degree,  and  the  efforts  of  its  friends 
and  its  oppofers  were  unremitted* 
After  the  Conftitution  had  been, with  the 

1788.  ^ip  0f  fome  propofed  amendments,  adopt- 
i^T^.     ed  by  MafTachufetts,  a  convention  was 

called  at  Exeter  in  New-Hampfhire.  At 
its  firfr.  meeting,  a  debate  which  continu- 
ed ten  days  ended  in  an  adjournment 
for  four  months ,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  term,  in  a  fhort  feffion  of  three 
June  4I.  days  only  at  Concord,  the  queflion  for 
adopting  and  ratifying  the  Conftitution, 
was,  with  the  fame  help  as  in  MafTachu- 
fetts, carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  eleven ;  the  whole  number  prefent 
being  one  hundred  and  three.  This  was 
the  ninth  State  in  the  union  which  ac- 
cepted the  Conftitution  ;  and  thus  the 
number  was  completed  which  was  necef- 
fary  to  put  in  motion  the  political  ma- 
chine. In  about  a  month,  two  more  States 
were  added.  Then  a Congrefs  was  formed, 
and  the  illuftrious  WASHINGTON,  by 
the  unanimous  fuffrage  of  the  people,  was 
placed  in  the  firfr.  feat  of  government. 
Three  other  States,  of  which  one  is  Ver- 
mont, have  fmce  been  admitted  into  the 
union ;  and  there  is  now  in  operation  a 

general 
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general  fyflem  of  energetic  government,  1790. 
which  pervades  every  part  of  the  United  ^"^ 
States;  and  has  already  produced  a  fur- 
prifing  alteration  for  the  better.  By  the 
funding  of  the  Continental  debt,  and  the 
aflumption  of  the  debts  of  the  individual 
States,  into  one  general  mafs,  a  founda- 
tion is  laid  for  the  fupport  of  public  cred- 
it j  by  which  means  the  American  revolu- 
tion appears  to  be  completed.  Let  it  be 
the  fmcere  prayer  and  endeavour  of  every 
thoughtful  citizen,  that .  fuch  harmony 
may  prevail  between  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  the  jurifdiclion  of  each  State, 
as  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  their  connexion 
requires  $  and  that  the  bleflings  of  *  peace* 
c  liberty  and  fafety,'  fo  dearly  obtainedj 
may  dtkmd  inviolate  to  our  pofterity. 
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No.  I. 

A  chronological  detail  of  the  different  forms  of  govern- 
ment in  New-Hampfhire,  from  the  beginning  of  its 
fettlement  to  the  prefent  time;  with  the  names  of  the 
chief  Magistrates; 

1623  QEVERAL  families  of  fifhermen  and  planters, 
O  under  the  direction  of  the  company  of  Laco- 
nia  and  their  agents; 

1638  Three  voluntary  affociations  for  government,  at 
Portfmouth,  Dover  and  Exeter.  Hampton  being 
confidered  as  part  of  Maffachufetts. 

1641  All  the  Settlements  by  a  voluntary  act  Submitted  to 
Maffachufetts,  and  were  comprehended  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  which  extended  from  Merri- 
mack to  Pifcataqua  rivers. 

1680  A  royal  government  was  eStabliShed  by  commif- 

fiori  from  Charles  II. 

John  Cutis,"  \  Prefidf,nN. 

1681  Richard  Waldron,    J  iiehdents- 

1682  Edward  Cranfield,   Lieutenant  Governor.* 

1685  Walter  Barefoote,   Deputy  Governor. 

1686  A  general  government  was   eStabliShed  over   the 

territory  called  New-England,,  by  James  II. 
Jofeph  Dudley,  Prefident. 

168? 

*  Since  writing  the  firft  volume,  I  have  met  with' a  gentleman  of 
Jamaica,  who  is  a  great  grandfon  of  Lieut.  Governor  Cranfield.  From 
him  I  learned,  that  Mr.  Cranfield  was  of  the  family  of  Lord  Monteagle, 
who  was  inftrumental  of  difcovering  the  popi/h  plot  in  the  reign  of 
James  I.  That  after  his  departure  from  New-Kampfliire,  and  whilfl 
he  refided  atBarbados,  he  fuggeited  the  expediency  of  the4  and  an  half 
per  cent;  duty  on  fugars  to  the  Britilh  government,  which  was  granted 
by  the  Affemblies  of  the  iflands,  and  has  ever  fmce  been  continued; 
That  in  the  reign  of  King  William  III,  he  procured  a  Ihip  of  war*  at 
his  own  expenfe,  and  prefented  it  to  the  Crown.  That  he  died  about 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century}  and  was  buried  in  the  Cathedral 
Church,  at  Bath,  in  England. 
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1687  Sir  Edmund  Androfle,  Governor. 

1689  After  the  depofition  of  Androfle,  Nevv-Hamp* 
{hire,  by  a  voluntary  aft,  became  again  united 
with  Maflachufetts,  as  under  the  old  charter. 

1692  John  Ufher  publifhed  the  commiffion  of  Samuel 
Allen,  and  officiated  as  Lieutenant  Governor. 

1697  William  Partridge  was  appointed  Lieutenant  Gov- 

ernor. 

1698  Samuel  Allen  took  the  chair  as  Governor,    and 

reftored  Ufher  to  his  feat  as  Lieutenant  Governor. 

1699  Richard,   Earl  of  Bcllomont,  Governor  of  New- 

York,  Maflachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire,  open- 
ed his  commiffion  in  New-Hampfhire,  under 
whom  William  Partridge  officiated  as  Lieutenant 
Governor. 
1702  Jofeph  Dudley,  Governor  of  Maflachufetts  and 
New-Hampfhire. 
John  Ufher  reappointed  Lieutenant  Governor,  - 

1715  George  Vaughan,  Lieutenant  Governor. 

1716  Samuel   Shute,    Governor   of  Maflachufetts  and 

New-Hampfhire. 

1717  John  Wentworth,  Lieutenant  Governor;  and  af- 

ter   Shute's  departure  in  1722,   Commander  in 
Chief. 
1729'  William  Burnet,   Governor  of  Maflachufetts  and 

New-Hampfhire. 
1730  Jonathan  Belcher,  Governor  of  Maflachufetts  and 

New-Hampfhire* 
1 73 t   David  Dunbar;,  Lieutenant  Governor  ;  he  return- 
ed to  England  in  1 737. 
ijAf  Benning  Wentworth,  Governor  j     No  Lieutenant 

Governor  for  25  years. 
1762  John  Temple,   Lieutenant  Governor,  merely  titu- 
lar ;  he  never  officiated. 
1767  John  Wentworth,  Governor, 
1775.  The  Britifh  government  was  diffolved,  and  the 
people    formed    a    Provincial  Convention,   of 
which  Matthew  Thornton  was  Prefident. 
.•*"7G  A  temporary  Conftitution  was  framed  to  continue 
during  the  war  with  Great-Britain.    Under  this 
Conftitution, 
Mcfhcch  Weare  was  annually  cle&ed  Prefident. 
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1784  A   new  and  permanent  Conftitution  took  place, 

under  which  ih.e  following  Prehdents    of   the 
State  have  been  annually  elc£led„ 
Mefhech  Weare,* 

1785  John  Langdon, 

i787  }  John  Sullivan' 

1788  John  Langdon, 

1789  John  Sullivan, 

179°"lTofiahBartlett. 
2791  /  J 

N.  B.    In  cafe  of  a  vacancy  within  the  year,  the  fenior  Coutifelior 

prefides. 

No.  II. 
A  catalogue  of  Counsellors  in  New-Hampfhire  under 
the  royal  government.'    With  the  years   when  they 
were  appointed,  and  the  times  of  their  death,  as  far  as 
either  can  be  afcertained. 

N.  B.  Where  a  daih  is  placed  in  the  firfl  column,  the  date  of  the  ap- 
pointment is  the  fame  as  the  preceding.     Where  no  daih  is  placed, 
the  time  is  uncertain. 
jlitpoiniment.  Names,  .Death, 

1680  JOHN  Cutts,   Prefident.  1681 

Richard  Marty n,   Treafurer.  *6q3 

• William  Vaughan,  Recorder.  1719 

Thomas  Daniel,  1683 

. John  Gilman.  1708 

■  Chriftopher  Huffey.  1685 

Richard  Waldron,  Prefident,,  1689 

: Elias  Stileman,   Secretary,  ^95 

. Samuel  Dalton,  1681 

:  —  job 

♦  Prefident  Weare,  being  worn  out  with  public  fervices,  refigncd  his 
office  before  the  expiration  of  the  year  ;  and  after  languishing  under 
the  infirmities  of  age,  died  on  the  15th  of  January,  1786,  ?etat  73. 

His  ancestors  had  been  in  public  flations,  from  the  rirft  ertab'lilhment 
of  the  Province.  He  himfelf  had  been  employed  in  public  bufinefs 
about  forty-rive  years.  He  was  chofen  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  in  1752, 
Commiffioner  to  the  Congrefs  at  Albany  in  1754 ;  afterward  one  of  the 
Tuftices  of  the  Superior  Court ;  and  in  1777,  Chief  Juftice.  He  was 
not  a  perfon  of  an  original  and  inventive  genius,  but  had  a  clear  -N. 
cernment,  extenfive  knowledge,  accurate  judgment,  a  ca'm  temper,  4 
modeft  deportment,  an  upright  and  benevolent  heart,  and  a  habit  of 
prudence  and  diligence  in  difcharging  the  various  duties  of  public  and 
private  life. 
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rffpoinfmextJ  Nair.es.  Dptxth, 

1680  Job  Clements.  171/ 

Robert  Mafon,  Chancellor,  1688 

1681  Richard  Waldron.  1 739 
Anthony  Nutter. 

1682  Walter  Barefoote,  Deputy  Governor. 
1 Richard  Chamberlayne,  Secretary. 

1683  Nathaniel  Fryer,  Prefident. 
. Robert  Elliot. 

John  Hinckes,   Prefident. 

■ Edward  Randolph. 

1684  James  Sherlock. 

Francis  Champernoon. 

. Robert  Wadleigh. 

1685  Flenry  Green.  170® 
1692  John  Ufher,  Lieutenant  Governor.  1726 
Thomas  Graffort,  "I  named   in   U  flier's 

— —  John  Walford,       >  commifiion,but  not 

• John  Love,  J  in  the  Council  books. 

- — -  Peter  Coffin. 

John  Gerrifh.  *7*4 

Nathaniel  Weare,   Agent.  1718 

1697  William  Partridge,  Lieutenant  Governor. 

1608  Tofeph  Smith,     "^  .    ,    ,,      ~ 

,,.      n       TT  ,/  appointed  by  Govern- 

Kingiley  Hall,  a  11         J •        1  • 

„      *  r  }  „,       _     ?  or   Allen,  during    his 

■  Sampion  Sheafe,  I  „  ,     •    -n       • 

J.      r  'I  ihort  admmiitration. 

Peter  vveare,      -' 

1702  Samuel  Penhallow,  Treaf.  and  Recorder.    1726 

. John  Flailied. 

Henry    Dow.  *7o7 

. George  JafFrey.  1706 

1710  Mark  Hunking,  Recorder. 

1712  John  Wentworth,  Lieut.  Governor.  1730 

1715  George  Vaughan,  Lieut.  Governor.  ^724 

1716  Richard  Gerrifh.  1717 

Theodore  Atkinfon.  1719 

■    Shadrach  Walton,  Prefident. 

*-  George  Jafl'rey,  Treafurer.  1749 

,  Richard  Wibird.  1732 

Thomas  Weftbrooke.  173^ 

:  7  1  q  Thomas  Packer.  1 723 

;"2i  Archibald  McPhedris. 
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ffppointment.                        Names, 

Dsa;h> 

•.1723 

John  Fro  ft. 

1724 

Jotham  Odiorne. 

J  728 

Henry  Sherburne. 

1758 

Richard  Waldron,   Secretary, 

•     1753 

"1732 

Jofhua  Peirce,  Recorder. 

1743 

*734 

Benning  Wentworth.  Governor. 

1770 

Theodore  Atkinfon,  Secretary. 
Ephraim  Dennet. 

*779 

. 

Benjamin  Gamblin. 

1737 

J  739 

Richard  Wibird. 

1 765 

Ellis  Huike. 

i7bo 

Jofeph  Sherburne. 

1 744 

1740 

John  Rindge. 

1740 

John  Downing. 

1766 

Samuel  Smith.       '"  .■    .  • 

17G0 

Jofeph  Blanchard. 

175* 

Sampfon  Sheafe. 

1753 

Samuel  Solley. 

Daniel  Warner. 

1778 

*754 

Jofeph  Newmarch. 

17% 

*759 

Mark  Hunking  Wentworth,    - 

17*5 

*759 

James  Nevin, 

1768 

1761 

John  Nelfon. 

1787 

1762 

William  Temple.  . 

1789, 

Theodore  Atkinfon,  Secretary. 

1769 

Nathaniel  Barrell. 
Peter  Livius. 

1765 

1766 

Jonathan  Warner. 
Daniel  Rindge. 

_ — 

Daniel  Peirce,  Recorder. 

■    -773 

George  Jaffrey,  Treafurer, 

, 

Henry  Sherburne.  . 

i?67 

_ — f- 

Daniel  R.ogers.^ 

*77? 

Peter  Gilman. 

w 

Thomas  Weftbrooke^Waldran, 

V*S 

1774 

John  Sherburne. 
John  Phillips. 

i?7o 

George  Boyd. 

i7%7 
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No.  III. 

Alphabetical  lift  of  Delegates  to  Congrefs,  before  anel 

during  the  Confederation. 

N.  B.     Thofe  marked  thus*  are  dead. 


JoSIAH  Bartlett, 
♦Jonathan  Blanchard, 
*  Nathaniel  Folfom, 

Abiel  Fofter, 

George  Froft, 

John  Taylor  Gilman, 

Nicholas  Gilman, 

John  Langdon, 

Woodbury  Langdon, 


Samuel  Livermore, 
*Peirce  Long, 

Nathaniel  Peabody, 

John  Sullivan, 

Matthew  Thornton, 
^John  Wentworth, 
*  William  Whipple, 

Phillips  White, 

Paine  Wingate. 


Delegates  to  the  Convention  of  the  United  States., 

in  1787. 

John  Langdon,  Nicholas  Gilman. 

Under  the  prefent  Federal  Conftitution. 

4J    .    ^Samuel  Livermore, 
Senators,   /  John  Langdon,    |  j  J  Nicholas  Gilman, 

kS  1  Abiel  Fofter, 
^        Ljeremiah  Smith. 


1  Paine  Wingate.    £« 


No.  IV. 
A  table  of  the  number  of  rateable   polls ;  amount  of 
rateable  eftate,  and  number  of  Reprefentatives  in  the 
feveral   counties,    in   the  Province  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  A,  D.  1773. 


Reprejent- 

No.  of 

Amount  of 

Counties. 

atives. 

rateable 

rateable 

Rockingham 

21 

polls. 
7570 

eftate 
£10,538 

Strafford 

6 

2292 

3U01 

Hillfborough 

4' 

2946 

3,888 

Chefhire 

3 

2052 

2,445 

Grafton 

642 

686 

34 

15502 

£20,648 

34  Members  reprefenting  46  towns- 
Unreprefented  101  town's- 

H7 


-8729  rateable  polls. 
-6773  rateable  polls, 

15502  polls. 

No, 
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No.  V. 

An  exa&  table,  fhewing  the  ft  ate  of  Reprefentation,  In 
the  Legiflature  of  the  Province  of  New-Hampfhire, 
A.  D.  1773,  with  the  proportion  of  fuch  reprefenta- 
tion to  the  taxation  of  the  feveral  towns. 

'_.  .  7  \Proportion 

Ql  be  proportion  each  tozvn\   ta    eac'a 


Names  oftoivm  reprefented 

Portsmouth 

Dover 

Madbury 

Hampton 

Northampton 

Hampton  Falls 

Exeter 

Brentwood 

Epping 

Poplin 

Newcaftle 

Rye 

Kingfton 

Eaft-Kingfton 

Sandown 

Hawke 

Newington 

St  rat  ham 

Londonderry 

Windham 

Greenland 

Durham 

Lee 

Newmarket 

Southampton 

Chefter 

Candia 

Raymond 

Plaftow 

Hampftead 

Atkinfon 

Salem 


No.  of 
Rep- 

refent 


paid  to  every  £joco. 
58 


to    eaco 
Reprefefit. 

0J19     7  O 


Names 


m 


A    P    P~  E    N     D    I    X„ 


Namei  of  towns  rcprefentedA  Rep- 

YreJ'ent- 

Pelham 

Somerfworth. 

Hollis 

Merrimac 

Nottingham  Weft 

Litchfield 

Kenfington 

Rochefier 

Barrington 

Amherft 

Bedford 

Winchefter 

Keene 

Charleflown 


The  proportion  each  town 
paid  to  every  £icco. 

9  11   o 


8    90 
560 


9     7o 
7'5o 


24     1  o 

16  O  o 

16  18  o 

7  5  °„ 

*3  l5  o 

14  o  o 

18  15   o 

14  o  o 

26  12    O 

840 

10  12    O 

9  4 


P  rcportk  a 
to  each   ■ 
Reprejfefit. 
24      I   o 
16     O  o 
16  18  o 

750 

14  o  o 
18  15  O 
14     O  O 

26    12   O 

840 

IO  12  O 
9      4    0 


46  Townsreprefentedby34memb.&pay62  9     4  oofeacb£ico© 
101  Towns  not  reprefented  which  pay  370.  16  oofeacli^iooo 

147  Towns.  34  memb.       £1000     o  o 

This   and   the    foregoing    table    were  calculated  by 

Wtntzcorth  Chefzuill,  Efq.  of  Newmarket, 

No.  VI. 

Copy  of  a  ktter  from  his  Excellency  General  Wash  i  ngto.w, 

to  Thomas  Chittenden,  Ef quirt. 

[JCertjfied  by  Tobias  Lear,  Efq.  private  Secretary  to  the 

Prefident  of  the  United  States.] 

Philadelphia,    ifl  January,  1782. 
SIR, 

RECEIVED  your  favor  of  the  14th  of  Novemberi 
by  Mr.  Brownfon.  You  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  to  know 
why  I  have  not  heretofore,  and  why  I  cannot  now,  ad- 
drefs  you  in  your  public  character,  or  anfwer  you  in 
mine  :  But  trje  confidence  which  you  have  been  pleafed 
to  repofe  in  me,  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  offering 
you  my  feutiments,  as  an  individual,  wifhing  moft  ard- 
ently to  fee  the  peace  and  union  of  his  country  preferved, 
and  the  juft  rights  of  the  people  of  every  part  of  it  fully 
and  firmly  cftablifhed, 

.       '  ;       It 
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It  is  not  my  bufinefs,  neither  do  I  think  it  neceffary 
now,  to  difcufs  the  origin  of  the  right  of  a  number  of 
inhabitants  to  that  tract  of  country  formerly  diftinguifh- 
cd  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampfhire  Grants,  and 
now  known  by  that  of  Vermont.  I  will  take  it  for 
granted  that  their  right  was  good,  becaufe  Congrefs,  by 
their  refolve  of  the  7th  of  Auguft,  imply  it  ;  and  by  that 
of  the  2 1  ft,  are  willing  fully  to  confirm  it,  provided  the 
new  State  is  confined  to  certain  defcribed  bounds.  It 
appears,  therefore,  to  me,  that  the  difpute  of  boundary 
is  the  only  one  that  exifts,  and  that  that  being  removed 
all  further  difficulties  would  be  removed  alfo,  and  the 
matter  terminated  to  the  fatisfaction  of  all  parties.  Now 
I  would  afk  you  candidly,  whether  the  claim  of  the 
people  of  Vermont,  was  not,  for  a  long  time,  confined 
lolely,  or  very  nearly,  to  that  tract  of'  country  which  is 
defcribed  in  the  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  the  21ft  of  Au- 
guft laft  ;  and  whether,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  your 
own  letter  to  me,  the  late  extention  of  your  claim  upon 
New-Hampfhire  and  New- York,  was  not  more  a  polit- 
ical manoeuvre,  than  one  in  which  you  conceived  your- 
felves  justifiable.  If  my  firft  queftion  be  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative,  it  certainly  bars  your  new  claim.  And 
if  my  fecond  be  well  founded,  your  end  is  anfwered, 
and  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  withdraw  your  juris- 
diction to  the  confines  of  your  old  limits,  and  obtain  an 
acknowledgment  of  independence  and  fovereignty,  un- 
der the  refolve  of  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  for  fo  much  ter- 
ritory as  does  not  interfere  -with  the  ancient  eftablifhed 
bounds  of  New-York,  New-Hampfhire  and  Maffachu- 
fetts.  I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  fee  and  accmiefce  in 
the  reafon,  the  juftice,  and  indeed  the  neceffity  of  fuch 
a  decifion. 

You  muft  confider,  Sir,  that*the  point  now  in  difpute 
is  of  the  utmoft  political  importance  to  the  future  union 
and  peace  of  this  great  country.  The  State  of  Vermont, 
if  acknowledged,  will  be  the  firft  new  one  admitted  into 
the  confederacy  ;  and  if  fuffered  to  encroach  upon  the 
ancient  eftablifhed  boundaries  of  the  adjacent  ones,  will 
ferve  as  a  precedent  for  others,  which  it  may  hereafter 
be  expedient  to  fet  off,  to  make  the  fame  unjuftifiable 

demands 
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demands.  Thus,  in  my  private  opinion,  while  it  be- 
hoves the  Delegates  of  the  States  now  confederated,  to 
do  ample  juftice  to  a  body  of  people  fufficiently  refc 
peftable  by  their  numbers,  and  entitled  by  other  claims 
to  be  admitted  into  that  confederation,  it  becomes  them 
alfo  to  attend  to  the  interefts  of  their  conftitucnts,  and 
fee,  that'  under  the  appearance  of  juftice  to  one,  they 
do  not  materially  injure  the  rights  of  others.  I  am  apt 
to  think  this  is  the  prevailing  opinion  of  Congrefs,  and 
that  your  late  extenfion  of  claim  has,  upon  the  princi- 
ple I  have  above  mentioned,  rather  diminifhed  than  in- 
creafed  your  friends  ;  and  that,  if  fueh  extenfion  fhould 
be  perfifted  in,  it  will  be  made  a  common  caufe,  and 
not  confidered  as  only  affe&ing  the  rights  of  thofe  States 
immediately  interefted  in  the  lofs  of  territory  ;  a  lofs  of 
too  ferious  a  nature  not  to  claim  the  attention  of  any 
people.  There  is  no  calamity  within  the  compafs  of 
my  forefight,  which  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  a  necef- 
fity  of  coertion  on  the  part  of  Congrefs  ;  and  confequent- 
ly  every  endeavour  fhould  be  ufed  to  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  fo  difagreeable  a  meafure.  It  muft  involve  the 
ruin  of  that  State  againft  which  the  refentment  of  the 
pthersis  pointed. 

I  will  only  add  a  few  words  upon  the  fubjetl  of  the 
negociations,  which  have  been  carried  on  between  you 
and  the  enemy  in  Canada  and  in  New-York.  I  will 
take  it  for  granted,  as  you  aflert  it,  that  they  were  fo 
far  innocent,  that  there  never  was  any  ferious  intention 
of  joining  Great-Britain  in  their  attempts  to  fubjugatc 
your  country ;  but  it  has  had  this  certain  bad  tendency, 
it  has  ferved  to  give  fome  ground  to  that  delufive  opinion 
of  the  enemy,  and  upon  which  they,  in  a  great  meafure, 
found  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  that  they  have  numerous 
friends  among  us,  who  only  want  a  proper  opportunity 
to  fhew  themfelves  openly ;  and  that  internal  difputes 
and  feuds  will  foon  break  us  in  pieces.  At  the  fame 
time  the  feeds  of  diftruft  and  jealoufy  are  fcattered 
among  ourfelves  by  a  condu6t  of  this  kind.  If  you  are 
ferious  in  your  profeffions,  thefe  will  be  additional  mo- 
tives for  accepting  the  terms  which  have  been  offered, 
(and  which  appear  to  me  equitable)  and  thereby  con- 
vincing 


APPENDIX.  4$ 

vincing  the  common  enemy,  that  all  their  expe&ations 
of  difunion  are  vain,  and  that  they  have  been  worried 
at  their  own  weapon— deception. 

As  you  unbofom  yourfelf  to  me,  I  thought  I  had  the 
greater  right  of  fpeaking  my  fentiments  openly  and  can- 
didly to  you,     I  have  done  fo,  and  if  they  fhould  pro- 
duce the  effect  which  I  mofl  fincerely  wiih,  that  of  an 
honorable  and  amicable  adjufhnent  of  a  matter,  which, 
if  carried  to  hoftile  lengths,  may  deftroy  the  future  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  country,  I   (hall  have  attained  my  end, 
while  the  enemy  will  be  defeated  of  theirs. 
Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  reipeft, 
Sir, 
Ycur  moil  obedient  fervant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME 


CORRECTIONS. 

In  the  firfl  volume. 
Page  fit  hne  19?  for  fettlement,  read  fentimenr.     Page  291,  line  i» 
and  7.1,  for  from,  read  to.     Page  310,  /;«<?  8,  (injome  copies)  after  town- 
fhip,  add,  the  other  for  ascertaining  the  bounds  cf  them. 
In  the  fecond  volume. 
Page  176,  line  8,  dch  who*     Page  228,  line  20,  ,/rrr  Major,   read 
Brigadier. 
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